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Tus : ‘many. valuable works which have. at 
different zeras been. publithed | relating to the 
PraGtice of Surgery, may have been thought 
fufficient to communicate every neceffary’ i in- 
formation upon that fubjeé ; fill it muft be 
acknowledged, that the great improvements 
made in the art, within the. laft thirty or forty 
years, have rendered the practical, part fo widely 
different. from what has been handed down in 
the writings of former | pratitioners, as to give 
ample room for further explanations and re- 
marks. mh 

Much. has heen mabtiher upon the fabjed 
within that term; but fome of the works are 
too voluminous AP apis op fome treat of 
particular diforders only ; and others are more 
attached to the improvement of operations and 
hypothetical invention, than made fubfervient 
to general practice ; ‘fineé it is very ‘well under- 
| ftood, that experience and obfervation, together 
with a competent ‘knowledge of anatomy, ought 
to be the Jeading Principles of this eine 
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iv °° TO THE READER. 

There is without doubt a preliminary know~ 
ledge, which opens thé mind to reflection, and 
is neceflary towards improvement. One of our 
earlieft Philofophers has declared, that the fcience 
of Medicine fhould be founded upon a true 
and active Natural Philofophy : allowing which 
axiom to be perfectly juft, it is the bufinefs of 
every Student to be awate of the fanciful 
fchemes and chimerical ideas of Theorifts, whofe 
fy {tems may lead him into vain purfuits, and 
divert his attention froin found practical know- 
ledge. 
~~ Human teafon is evidently too weak to in- 
veltigate the more ntyfterious courfe of nature ; ‘ 
and the modus operandi is not fo gfeat an ob- 
-je& of enquiry, provided the means employed 
be regularly attended with fuccefs. Indeed, the 
art of Surgery has little need of fuch aids 5 : 
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Thofe applications which are known moft to 
aflift, and leaft to interrupt the-efforts of nature, 
are entitled to preference.--Common fenfe will 
in moft inftances be equal to the tafk of fuggett- | 
ing the means for relief; and reafon and ex~ 
perieric 
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_ perience will vam ih afvertain the pevenicty of 
larg thei.) 903 BAVDKSTT to ohOM' eS tole? pilots 
For’ the . more. ee i taeniehehselh ada ‘Or 
young practitioners, a» fyftematic book of re+ 
ference, as’ compendious ‘as the: nature of ‘the 
fubje&t would: admit, formed from the general 
practice:'in: its prefent’ cultivatéd )ftate, and 
founded on’ pofitive,' facts; cannot ’furely be 
thought an ufelefs: performance. || [n. ‘the profe- 
cution of it, the reader’ will readily: imagine the 
neceffary obligations which the author muft be 
under to the ingenious and ufeful works of 
feveral eminent writers upon the different 
parts, 

On thefe col age the author introduces a 
“plain, concife ‘tatement of the moft rational 
practice ; and has drawn up his account of it, 
in what he deems the moft ready and eligible 
plan; by dividing it into general heads, and 
giving a regular defcription of each diforder, its 
caufes, and mode of cure. And in order to 
render the work more complete, he has added a 
lift of fuch topical and other remedies as are 
applicable to furgical. cafes, 

The following articles were intended for the 
firft edition, but, by particular accident, were 

» unavoidably omitted; viz. Strains and Con- 
tufions, Inflammation and Abfcefs of the Liver, 
ys A 3 and 


vi TO: THE/READERs 
and eicliais or’ Pfoas» Abkcefs; Remiaiks de Ne-. 
crofi, Pellier’s Mode of treating the Cataract and, 
Fiftula Lachrymalis; Hernia ‘Cyftica, Nevi Ma- 
ternij and Spina Bifida, are alfo additional. 
It is to be feared that fome, inaccuracies have 
again» efedped notices: yet the author flatters 
himfelf, that the candour with which theformer 
_ edition thas -been--receined, will equally befriend 
the prefent.:. It may:be further ‘remarked, that 
many) of thievinftances, hinted at as declaratory 
of the treatment herein noticed, were under the 
‘inandgemet ot dibection of the author. 
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und ly means, “that. Prarielt of the 2 habeas 
art which;i As. employed . in relieving or curing, 
by..means , of topical applications, : and. manual 
‘or mechanical. operations : .. yet every | one who 
is defirous of exercifing the ‘office of 2: ‘Surgeon 
with . propriety, Thould, be well, verled i in ana- 
tomy; and, medicine. . “How wretchedly bad, 
therefore, |. mutt the. mode. “of rattice have 
been, in; former AES, ‘when. intrufted | to! the 
tenders, But ioe ae Paes nature, this 
noble, at has been. tefeued. from fuch ignomi- 
nious, hands, by the Surgeons of the Taft, and 
this, century ; who, through their | great ins 
duftry and. attentions, have brought it to its 
prefent excellence. Ra nih | 
nieebe, practice of Surgery i is firongly connected 
sce that of phyfic ; : infomuch, ‘that in, many 
: saleby it is, oSRONDS, ‘to. APES, them 5 5 on 
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vinces. _ Fafhion and prejudice in this, as in. 
all other fublunary matters, may: bear great 
{way ; ftill, fuch unworthy influence apart, it 
becomes an indifputable fact, that good natural 
parts, a liberal education, and a well-grounded 
knowledge in anatomy and medicine, are all 
needful towards forming. a: complete Surgeon : 
and ‘alfo that no phyfician can be perfeétin 
Surgery, untefs he has acquired practical fkill. 
The le@ures‘ on Anatomy, Chemiftry, Natural 
Philofa ofophy, the Materia Medica, Praétice of 
Phyjic, Surgery, and Midwifery are arrived at 
the greatelt perfe@tion i in thefe kingdoms’; and 
the ardent zeal with which the ftudent is in- 
ftructed i in ‘all thefe important branches,’ gives 
him every opportunity of being well informed 
in the {cientific part ; whilft, at the fame time, 
what can be more convenient, or better adapted. 
towards. rendering him ‘fkilful in the practical 
parts, than the many charitable \inftitutions for _ 
which this. nation is fo juftly famed. | Under 
~ Juch advantages, with adequate parts and appli- 
-eation, one cannot conceive it by any means 
beyond the reach of a fingle mind, to acquire 
every | branch of medical knowledge.” ‘Proofs of 
fuch’ fkill and ability’ aré to be met ee in 
many parts of thefe kingdoms 5" and it -not 
unlikely, that the different patts of the’ prot 
feflion. 
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felfion will, in siti be more ibs blended, 
in the Capital. Pereveuaes 


> Syftematic:’ writers: io divided: si fibdi= 


aed the artoof Surgery into many parts, ac-. 
cording to the:different operations; if there be 
a real neceflity for fuch divifions, they may all 


be comprifed under the: following general heads: 


Synthefis; which comprehends divided. or diftant 
partsota:be resunited ;)as in wounds, fractures, 
diflocations,: 8c.:' Die@refis; or the divilion of 
parts either by incifion, cautery, perforation, &c, 
and Exerefis,. which takes in the’ removal. of 


morbid. parts,’ or foreign bodies. » | 
It has been: generally thought proper, in) the 


Antrodutory part of a work: of this kindy to ac- 
quaint the:reader with the order in-which the 


contents are digefted ; in addition therefore to 


what he'is already apprifed of in the addrefs, it 
‘will. be neceflary to obferve, that -it:firft. treats 


of the general complaints, fuch as Inflammation, 


and its: confequent . Tumours, Wounds,» Ulcers, 


Fractures, Diflocations, &c. afterwards: of thofe ’ 
which affe&t partwular parts, together with the 
moft approved methods of aperatimg sin. each 3 


and that he will find the Prognoffics and Didg- 


noftics either. interwoven with the defcription of 
the diforder, or particularly: fpecifieds, according. 
to the nature and importance of the! dubje@y: 


It 
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Tris! here alfo cuftomary to: notice fuch int 
firuments as are commonly neceflary; :but:as to 
thofe which! are required’ om particular: .occafions, 
reference may be had tothe liftssof:the different 
makers: and it ought to: bé\/underftood, that 
the infpe@tion of a real. inftrument: (which! every 
young Surgeon has an opportunity.of viewing, 
‘with all its various alterations and impravements, 
or fupplying himfelf with, at the fhops).of?the. 
moftnoted makers, previous to. leaving the hof- 
pitals) »will. afford.a much more perfe& idea, 
and more ftriking impreffion: of its fize, form, 
and ufe, than can be conceived fron: thesinitative 
powers of ‘the moft-corre& engraving. »2 
_. Thofe which: ave? commonly neceflaty ‘are,-4 
{mall'cafevof lancets; which ought to be neither 
too ‘broad nor too narrow fhouldered, nor:too 
thin'upon the blade; a pair/of firait {eiflars, a 
fpatula, forceps, pliers, and a hooks a’ ftrait 
and crooked {calpel, a: ftrait double-edged fcal- 
pel, the eye and tent probe, a grooved direfior, 
{mall cautery, and a cauftic quill; ftrait and 
crooked, needles, of different  fizes,: ready- 
threaded ; »a falvatory, lint, and plafters, are 
alfo: neceflary: portables. The Surgeon,’ thus 
equipped, is. prepared’ for any fudden exigency. 
He ought alfo to carry about him) a {mall phial 
_ with thebaic tin@ure, and another with wine of 
| anti- 


are lint, platter, -comprefs, and. bandage. vi 


- 
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antimony ;,,the yfe) of which medicines; | upon 
certain, , ogcations;. will be, gaining. time to the 
praGtitioner,. and; more,immediate relief. to ihe 
patient... The common neceflaries for, dreffings, 
+ Lint, m, form. of what: is, called a pledgit, is 
generally, the firft drefling, for, wounds, either. 
dry, or moiftened with, fome, ulnerary balfam, 
or lightly {pread with cerate, or, emollient, oint- 
ment; It was formerly; in, great fe asa tent ; 
but. thofe, applications, are .now properly, « confi 
dered as obftacles’ to the, art,of healing, : -and, are 
confined | to. the preferying., an, opening; for the . 
difcharge., -of).,matter , from, fome. large ; cavity, 
which on fuch, occafions are moftly made with 
apiece of fine rag, of a flat form, and fo.as 
not to block, up the whole of the aperture 5 and 


in, fuchy cafes. as require dilatation, or, In .open- 
“ing fome, obftruaed. paflage: -both> which daft 


are: commonly, brought about, by. means, of 


-fponge) or, gentian., root, bougie, or the like, 


Clean, foft, brown tow, .asitis called, is fome- 


times a very good fubftitute for lint, patticularly 


in thofe fores that difcharge profufely. 


\ Plater, adhefive. particularly ; linen cloth is 


| fpread, with this for confining dreflings, ripening 


indolent tumours, and forming the dry future, 


‘If the Pee yehich the; platter: is to. be: laid i is 


hairy, 
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hairy, it mult be thaved ; ; but in fome habits, it 
may be remarked, that’ the moft fimple  plafter. 
will irritate and inflame the fkin; and in heu 
thereof, a mild cerate ‘with fight Cif aig ant 
bandage, may ferve as retentives. a 

Compreffes are moft commonly made of  foft 
_ jinen ‘rag, free from knots, feams, and loofe 
threads, and _fhaped: agreeably: to the part, or 
purpofe, to which they are applied ; they are 
ufed either dry, or moiftened with fome liquid 
application, in order ‘to render the bandage or 
thin fplints more eafy’ and effective, efpecially’ 
where tightnefs or preffure is required, and to 
retain dreffings. Tow, i in cafes where’ the dif= 

charge is Sat is “a hi affiftant, or fubitiz 
tute. 

Bandage. ‘This ig’ the lat, though not thé 
leaft important part of each dreffing. “Writers, 
upon this fubjeét, are more than ordinarily full 
in their explanations ; and the numerous divi- 
fions on that head‘ are “extremely perplexing : 

- even when an itluftration has the aid of the 
beft engraving, the mode of application is often 
of too complicated a’nature'to be underftood by 
the man of experience, more efpecially by thofe 
who have not had the opportunity of obferving 
or performing i it. It is only meant then flightly 
to notice the names, ‘diftin@tions, and mode of 


applying 
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applying fome of the moft common’ baridages 3 
andy to recommend. the attainment of fuch part 
_ of the reft as is:néceflaty, from obfervation and 
- pradtice» which, after all, muft be guided by 
the Surgeon’s own dexterity and difcretion. 
- Bandages thould be made of linen cloth that 
has been in) ufe, yet flrong. and clean; they 
ought to be free from feam, knot, roughnefs, 
or loofe threads, and fhould be ‘cut, in length, 
breadth, and» fhape, according to the part or 
eccafion, to’-which they are to be applied. 
They are commonly) divided into ‘fimple, or 
compound. The fimple are either rolled up 
at one, or at both ends, which are called fingle, 
er double headed rollers ; and may be. applied 
ina circular, fpiral, or re-inverfed manner; 
that is, . half twifted, to make them. fit even. 
Compound bandages have flits or apertures in 
them, or-are made up with feveral. pieces 
ftitched' together. ‘The bandage with four 
heads, tails, or loofe ends, with a hole in its 
middle for the infertion of the chin in the frac- 
tured. jaw, and the eighteen-tailed bandage 
ufed for fractured limbs, are of this fort, Some 
again have their names, from. the part of the 


_ body to which they are applied; for inftance, 


the bandage of the head, thorax, &c. and 
from: their refemblance to fome figure, the. 
{pica, 
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fpica; feapha, : ftellated)T bandage,::8&c. others: 
have their appellation’ from: Pen a Viz.) 
penatns uniting, dividing, 8c. ' | 
The neateft Osa moft ‘fedure way’ of fini 
ing the fimple finglesheaded ‘bandage to: the 
arm, is, by firft making ia: turnor two: round 
the wrift; and‘ then proceeding: to! the part, 
where the! bandage’ is: required,” fpirally, that.is, 
where. the edge! oficeiich: fucceeding » round 
afeends or'defeends ‘upon the former at a fhort 
diftance, -fomewliat Vlike the winding» of a 
{crew ; if ‘it be made on the lower part: of the 
lee, to begin round the) foot and ancle, then 
proceed as before ;' and’ as the tapering of the 
lee, efpecially near’ the calf, will'( make the 
windings fall uneven and bag out,! it will there 
be» neceflary;:at-every ‘turn, or évety fecond 
round’ at °leaft, to ‘reverfe: the bandage, or give 
it a halffold backward, »which «maxim muft 
be obferved ‘on alloccafiéns, where thé thape 
of the? part ‘mayrequire °it..’ Im the» doubles 
headed ‘roller the middle is 'to': be -firft ‘applied, 
and each part according to the cafe to which it 
maybe! adapted. Th .4drenl beaten oe 
‘Care ‘fhould' be taken ‘not to: apply waiaben 
either: too tight or ‘tog loofe; the one will oc- 
cafion pain, tumour, inflammation, ‘and perhaps 
gangrene, and the other will ‘render»them: of 
no’ effect. 
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PRACTICAL SURGERY, 


_ PART THE FIRST. 


ee 
INFLAMMATION AND TUMOUR, 


SYMPTOMS. ‘EVERY organized part is fubjeé& 
to inflammation; which difeafe generally begins 
with a fenfe of cold and fhivering, thirft, and watch- 
ing; the part affected becomes red, tenfe, and 
painful ; during the rigor, the pulfe is fall, quick, 
and unequal ; afterwards, full and throbbing. The 
fecretions: are diminifhed, the fkin’ grows dry and 
ftiff, the-urine is: high- coloured and turbid ;' “and 
the blood that is drawn, when cold, is covered 
with a tough buff-coloured fize. 

Phleemon. The tumour known by this appellation, 
is inflamed and circumfcribed ;' and is accompanied 
‘with heat, rednefs, tenfion,. and throbbing: pain : 
when flight, it has but little effect upon the ge- 
neral fyftem, but if confiderable, is attended with 
the foregoing febrile fymptoms. 

Causts, Exter nally, are whatever tend to ftimu- 
late or produce pain or irritation; fuch as wounds 
of every kind, burns, fcalds, bruifes, ftimulating 
pea usu ligatures, violent Beretta, heat and 
cold 

Internally, a critical termination of febrile mat- 
ee ora vitiated {tate of the fluids. The proxi- 
eae 5B 3 mate 
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mate caufe of Inflammation i is not fatisfactorily ex- 
plained. 

Lermination, | Inflammatory. complaints terminate 
either by difperfion, maturation, gangrene, or {cir- 
rhus. 

Di ifperfi fou, OF Refolution, is the moft eligible mode 
of termination, except in tumours that are critical, 
or the confequences of a vitiated habit. 

‘To effect the cure by difperfion, all exciting 
caufes muft be removed ; and hot fomentations and 
emollient cataplafms are improper applications for 
that purpofe: inftead thereof, faturnine folutions 
and cold difcutients fhould be ufed: namely, Gou- 
Jard Water (Aq. Lytharg. acetat. comp.) a folution 
of fugar of lead in vinegar and water, or of crude 


fal ammoniac in vinegar; keeping the part con- 


{tantly moift with poultices compofed of one or 
other of thefe mixtures, and the crumb. of bread. 
But if the part be too tender to bear the weight 
of a poultice upon it, foft linen cloths, once doubled 
and moiftened with thefe ee cold, ee be fre~ 


~ quently applied. 


In cafe of extreme heat, PeRnOn. or irritability, 


a fmall portion of bland olive oil, or oil of rofes, by 
themfelves, or mixed with about a fourth part of 


vinegar, may be gently rubbed over the part. If it 
be extremely tender, a piece of fine rag dipped in 
milk juft warmed, or fpread lightly with the white 


iniment, may be occafionally. applied. In fome 


deep-feated inflammations, vinegar, with or without 
fal ammoniac, and mixed up with crumb of white 
bread, has proved an effective difcutient. | 
Blood- letting fhould be repeated according to the 
exigency of rhe cafe, and-the ftrength of the pa- 
tient; cupping and fcarifying, and the application 
of leeches near the part. affected, are fometimes of 


fervice, and are more fuited to debilitated habits 
than the cuftomary mode of drawing blood. 


Gentle | 


( 
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_. Gentle laxativés; and a low diet, shave much beét- 
ter effect in moft conftitutions than -brifk purges ; 
fuch as Glauber’s falts ina large portion of water, or 
a folution of folublé tartar now named kali tartarifa= 
tum,and manna ‘in barley water, almond milk, or 
infufion of fenna, A great deal depends upon 


plentiful dilution; «drinking a {mall quantity ata 


time; and often, of toaft and water, barley water 
with» orange juice; thin:gruel, or the like. | Ripe 
fruits, or their juices, are alfo beneficial, by abating 
thirft, and -correcting heated bile.» Nitrous and 
neutral mixtures are hkewife of ufe ; and’ in cafe of 
extreme pain or irritability, which are the general 
attendants of confiderable inflammations,, opium will 
be abfolutély neceffary, and fhould” be given in 
dofes. fufficiént to abate thofe fymptoms. The 
tincture of opium, joined with antimonial or ipeca- 
cuanha wine, and. occafionally repeated, forms a 
médicine far preferable to opium or its tincture fe- 
prratelyes) oy pritae | 
Maturation, or Abjcefs. When the tumour grows 
larger and fofter, the throbbing pain increafes, and 
a rigor attends, the means for difperfion fhould be 
laid afide ; and it will be proper to purfue the fol- 
lowing treatment, in Order to affift nature in the. 
bufinefs of fuppuration. | 
If the patient be much weakened, a more full 
diet fhould be allowed, and fuch applications 
fhould be made as may tend to create and preferve 
ajuft degree of heat in the tumefied part. Warm 
emollient fomentations, and cataplafms with bread 
and milk, to which alittle pure oil or frefh butter 
may be added, fhould be applied; the former every 
fixth hour at leaft, the latter every fourth hour. 
Roafted onions, or a fmall portion of the warm 
gums diffolved with the yolk of an egg, and added 
to the poultice, are proper ftimulants when the in- 
flammation is deficient; on’ which occafion alfo, 
cupping without fcarifying is faid to be of ufe. In 
| ROC ame ae oc! |e cold 
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cold indolent tumours, no remedy anfwers better 
‘than the plafter of Lytharge with the gums. 

When the throbbing pain abates, a “thinnefs and 
rifing appears in fome | part of the fwelling, a 
fluctuation is perceived, and the fever gives way, 
the abf{cefs ought to be opened ; otherwife, abforp- 
tion may take place, and greater mifchief will en- 
fue. It is not neceffary to wait for full matura- 
tion in abfceffes, on or near the joints or bones, or 
feated over the thorax and abdomen, or in thofe 
which are critical. 

The methods of difcharging the criatgihacell fluid 

are, by fimple incifion, cauftic, or incifion with 
feton. 
. Simple incifion is performed with the banibel and 
{calpel, or biftoury with a director. It is a ufeful 
mode of opening in fiftule, fmall abfceffes, and 
to prevent the deformity of a fear; always re~' 
membering to make. the incifion, if poffible, in the’ 
_ mott depending part, and according to the courfe 
of the fibres.» : 

Cauftic is feldom neceflary. This mode is prin- 
cipally of ufe where the malignity of the complaint 
is likely to prevent quick incarnation, and lips after 
incifion are apt to grow callous, of which kind are 
venereal buboes ; to expofe a carious bone, and to 
make laree-fontanels. 

The cauttic is to be: applied after the following 
manner: cut a proper-fized hole in a piece of 
fticking plafter, fix it clofe to the part, and lay a 
few flips of the fame one upon the other, round the 

edges of the opening; then apply a fmall  pledgit 
of lint fpread with a mafs of equal parts of the 
{tronger common cauftic and foft foap, into the 
opening of the plafter down to the fkin, and a 
large piece of the plafter over all. Care fhould be’ 
taken to make the opening of the plafter lefs than 
the nies opening of the teguments, as it is 


pranely 
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hardly: poflible to confine the cpaaftib within propier 
bounds. 

‘To: lay a bone rake or make an visties it. mutt be 
continued upon the:part feveral hours; to open an 
abfcefs three hours may be» fufficient; but in every 
inftance the effect and time will be in-proportion te 
the thicknefs of the fkin, and the nature of the part. 
When) the: efchars is’ perfeétly formed, it will: be 
proper’ to fcarify downto the fore, andiremove as 
much of:it as can be done, without paine: riAtis: 

The incifion with ‘feton is of all others the mott 
preven method of difcharging the contents of a 
large abfcefs: It empties the {welling gradually ; 
by ‘which means, the fides contraét and adhere much 
fooner:than by any other mode-of \opening ») befides, 
it prevents a‘free admiffion of the. common air: to 
the internal furfacevof the fore ; ; and is attended with 
lefs. pain and. inflammation: it is laps ina. done 
after the following manner : 7 

Make a proper opening with a frout basi in the 
fuperior part of the abfcefs, into. which introduce a 
curved director; or eye-probe, armed: with cotton 
wick or foft filk, proportioned to the fize of the 
tumour, and gently thruft'the point of the direétor 
down to the moft depending part of the {welling, till 
it is felt-externally ; then make an~incifion upon) it 
with a: knife, or ftout Jancet, and let the inferior 
orifice be rather the largeft; through» which draw 
the director or probe, swith fo much, of the. cord-as 
will leave two or three inches of it hanging out of 
the slower orifices. ) The cord: or, :feton» mult. be 
moved downwards every day, and all fuch pant of ig 
as wast ufed theo day -before’ muft, be cut off. In 
proportion as the difcharge leffens, let the fize-of 
the fetom be: diminifhed;; by withdrawing a thread ‘or 
two every .other day.3;and when ‘it, is. ‘wholly with- 
drawn, ‘confitm thé union by a. comprefa,. and @ gen- 
tle bandage. . Thisypractice is univertfally. approved, 

and i its advantages are more particularly ica 29 
; B r, 


\ 
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Mr. Bell in his ingenious ‘and’ ‘aan performance on 


the treatment of ulcers. 

- The general mode:of dreffing; ‘an abfcefs. pare by 
fase incifion is, firft, with:lint: Hert prefled  be- 
tween the edges of the opening; afterwards, with 
mild digeftives; the white: or yellow: cerate. madeé 
with the pureft materials, and» fpread thin: upon 
lint, atethe mildeft. and perhaps the beft:applica- 
tions, . Should the edges grow callous, it will be 


‘neceflary to: fearify them, and to touch them with 


funar  cauftic,.» Tents and» vulnerary inje@ions are 
happily difcarded,, Fungous flefh .1s ‘to: be. pre» 
a a by «keeping the: edges down with tunar 
cauttic, and dreffing with dry lint, now and then 
with lint or rag fprecd very thinly» with.the white 
cerate, and ufing, a moderate bandage. ‘When i in- 
flammation.‘is*'removed, and’ the difcharge is in 
moderate quantity, a flight vaio and : ‘bandage 
will haften the cure, | 

or Ini abfceffes: 6 which: shes cauttic its been ap- 
plied, it is generally’ advifeable, as» foon.as» the 
efchar is: perfectiy formed, to: make a fit) opening 
therein for the difcharge fy: the matter, with a jan- 
‘cet; andto fearify or ‘cleariawaya principal part 
thereof with the ‘knife and hook, waitiag for na- 


‘ture’s effort to feparate the reft.: It will be: right in 


‘common to apply the emollient poultice repeatedly 
‘mn contaét with the’ fore, for a few days after the 


‘opening ‘has been made, eéfpecially if any induration 
iyemhain in! the circum) jacent. parts ; then to drefs 


fuperficially, as’ direéted in the foregoing ow 
graph. i 
In the cure By incifion and etowds litele. more is 


‘yequired to be done, than fmearing over that part 
‘of the cord which is next tobe drawn down into 


the fore, with’ a fof Hiniment. In this, as wellas 
every other method, the part fhould becleanfed, 
and the dreffinasy thould be repeated, according»to 
the quarrity and. quality of the: cifcharge. ho 

5 | Gangrene 
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Gangrene or Mortification. 'This.is the worft.confe- 
quence. of an inflammation. An incipient. mortifica- 
tion is called a Gangrene; when the difeafe is com- 
pleat, and arene to the bone, it is termed Spha- 
CNG en ie i ) 

aeesectur rer tsih a atom Seaicag the bright reds 
nefs changes to a dufky. livid, colour, the pain and 
fenfation are diminifhedy thetenfion abates,,. veficas 
tions filled with various-coloured. ichor appear, and 
the pulfe finks, 

In the Sphacelus, which: is the laft lage of a morti- 
fication; ‘the partis quite black, :has»no paitt or fen- 
- fation, and emits a: difagreeable ftench; the pulfe 
quickens and finks, and/without fupport, opprefiive 
laneuors fucceed, profufe fweats come on,' the pa- 
tient.grows cold, and.life foon pafies away... 

Causzs.. A Gangren¢é may proceed from a high 
ftate of inflammations. from obftructed circulation, 
by ligature; preffure, or extreme cold; from a 
vitiated’ habit, or ftate of the bilious and’ other feo 
cretions ; from old age, or -conftitutional weak- 
nefs. ¥ 
Internal Remedies Should the general Sera 
of inflammation run fo high as to indicaté gangrene, 
which is not unlikely to be the cafe in a young fub- 
ject, where no previous evacuation has’ been made, 
a flight bleeding and gentle evacuations will be 
proper; but in the more general’ ‘and confirmed 
‘kind of gangrene, attended | with languor, and an 
acrid ftate of j juices, - ‘the fyftem fhould be regularly 
kept up, by nutritive diet, wine and other cordials, 
and tonic medicines. ‘To which end, from half a 
dram to. a dram of peruvian bark, taken every hour 
or two, in a {mall dat of wine, or ‘brandy. and wa- 
ter, will’ oreatly contribute. In cafe’ of ftricture, 
heat, and drynefs of fkin, which fometimes greatly _ 
incommode the ‘patient, on firft taking the bark, 

_ fpoonful or two of the following julep_ will, relieve, 
by exciting a. gentle perfpiration, ) 
B4 Camphor 


* 
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Camphor Mixture, fix ouneess ’Mindererus’s 
‘Spirit (A eptated, Water of Ammonia) two 
ounces. Mix, 


f ’ 


Sometimes it will be ufeful to add to this mixture a 
dram or two of the Aromatic Confe@tion. “In many 
cafes where the {ftomach has rejected the bark given 
in the manner now direéted, the following formula, 
préforibed by Mr. Bell, has anfwered well: 


Simple Alexeterial water, and {trong cinnamon 
Water, each three. ounces ; aromatic, water 
two ounces, bark ‘finely, powdered» half, an 
-ounce: the dofe,'t two ies eweay half 
hour or hour. heroIg: bossa eno 


Sweats’ are: weakening, ‘ad fhould be aera ile 
corrected ; towards which, - nothing is fo likely to 
contribute. as the addition a | AN drops of elixir of 
vitriol, fo,long as that fymptom, requires, and a 
often as the ftomach can bear it ; but the beft mode 
of giving the drops, is in the’ patient's common 
AMA a decoétion of virginian {nakeroot has 
proved fingularly beneficial to  perfons greatly ad- 
vanced in years, and of a cold conftjtution, Where 
the ftomach. totally rejected the bark, 
_ When the mortification is. fixed on the lower 
extremities, and 1 is attended with a burning obtufe 
pain, opium, taken with a {trong decoétion of bark, | 

may prove efficacious ; in. which: cafe it is beft to 
begin with a grain every three or four hours,. and 
‘gradually increafe the dofe if néceflary. 

In mortifigations, more efpecially Hh ote! which 
arife from internal caufes, the principal dependance 
is upon internal remedies, Generous wine, and the 
bark, are allowed. to. have preference, A proper 
ftoal muft be occafionally procured, agreeably to the 
ftrength and natural habit of the patient. Domettic 
plyfters, or rhubarb in {mall quantity alone, or joined 

with 
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‘ett foluble tartar (tartarized kali) are moft likely 
to have proper effect. 

External Remedies... The mokt general applica- 
‘tions are the cummin feed poultice and poultices 
-made with the flour of oatmeal, or grated ‘crumbs 
of bread, and a fufficient quantity of the grounds of 
{trong beer.i) The fermenting poultice, recom- 
mended in. mortification of. thes toes, is of general 
ufe in cacheétic habits. “The cangrenous tendenev 
from exceffive inflammation, is moft likely to 
yield to "the..common «white:cbread: poultice fre- 
quently ta with the addition of a little bland 
sid i 

“lt isia:matter of doubt with fome eminent prac: 
titioners,’ whether fpirituous fomentations and ftrong 
digeftives arevof much utes the relaxing: heat with 
which the former is oftem applied, and the {trong 
{timulus of the:latter in incipient mortifications, may 
do as much'harm as’good ;: the’ chief ufe of: either 
is moft probably derived from their antifeptic quali- 
ties,. which: the: poultices: may be made equally to 
pofiets. ‘The good effect of fearifying tothe quick 
is alfo difputed ; fuch incifions, fo farvas they ferve 
‘towards removing the dead parts without pain, are 
undoubtedly ufeful ; furtheris not to be proved, until 
we are better. acquainted. with the degree of ftimulus 
neceflary to affift the vis nature. ~The following 
epithem. 1s faid) to have been much cufed in the 
northern: part:of Great Britain, yet-it will prove too 
nina a {timulus with moft irritable habits ; : 


"Crude fal ammoniac, one ‘dram ; beft wine 
et Vine Gat, two ounces ; pure water, fix ounces, 


Mix, ye 


When, a line of iaflaagmatian appears {ied the 
difeafed. and the found parts, there is reafon to ex- 
pect a perfect feparation, and the fighteft and moft 
ey spy antyer belt, : , 
hl Be -.Mortified 


, 


10 PRACTICAL SURGERY, 


| Mortified parts in the extremities, where the 
bones are thoroughly difeafed, will require amputa-. 
tion; but in aged “and debilitated habits, that opera- 
tion ought not to be performed, till a regular fe- 
paration - through the mulcular: parts bam taken , 
placewsota ai 

Scirrbus in pean of inflammations: 1S treated 
of under nese articles : Scirrkus and” Di werdend af the 
Kuen | Sidaioao ctl 


oO 4 » ERYSIPELAS, OR ST. ANTHONY ’SOFIRES! 


Description. Is a fpecies of phlegmon with no 
evident tumour; it is principally feated on the \€x~ 
terior part of the cutis, fpreads irregularly, and 
fometimes to great extent. It is. attended with a 
diffufed. rednefs, which difappears on: preffure, but 
returns, alfo with a burning heat, more or lefs fever} 
ficknefs, and vomiting ; and is of a bright or dull 
red colour, according to the vigour of the contti: 
tution, or the degreeof acrimony in the fluids,. It 
feldom ‘inclines to fuppuration, unlefs improperly 
treated, or when it extends to the cellular mem- 
brane; but generally throws forth fmall:puftules, or 
veficles, ‘containing an acrid watery humour,’ It is 
commonly attended, for two or three: days before 
and after fuch appearances, with the fymptoms of an 
inflammatory fever, and gradually declines, leaving 
the fkin) of a yellowith colour after: ‘the: vouticle 
has fcaled off. 

_ The, urine is, at firft, fet the ris part, high- 
coloured and turbid; afterwards i it lets fall a poplons 
Jateritious fédiment. 

When it feizes the face, head, or bok the fkin 
grows tehfe, and is inflated toa hich dearee'’ ; in that 
cafes head-ache, coma} ‘and fometimes delirium 
enfue ;' if it attack the’ limbs, the febrile fymptoms 
are lef violent. The alimentary canal fometimes 
fufers under eryfipelatous inflammation, If the a 
tient’ 
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tient’s conftitution- has been broken down by ages 
difeafe, or any other caufe, it. often terminates «in 
a gangrene; efpecially if it be combined poi a 
peftilential or malignant fever. 

Causes. Fhe general caufes of this difotiens are 
conftitutional diathefis, plethora, great heat, irregular 
~ jiving, fudden cold after heat and fweat; drinking too | 
much of fermented or fpirituous liquors, bilious « or 
{corbutic acrimony. |; 

Cure. When) the: eryfipelas. is of | the a in- 
flammatory kind, the antiphlogiftic recimen and re- 
medies are, proper; veneelection,and evacuations are 


_ to be regulated by the quantity of fever, and. the 


firength of the pulfe; and are, generally: neceflary 
during the firt,fymptoms ;.yet care fhould be mikbe 
~ mot to reducé,the patient too low... 

In, the common. mild kind, lenient purges, ye 
diluting plentifully with {mall miik and water, barley 
water, cream. of tartar or cheefe, whey,. will prove 
fuficient... The. moft. proper lenitives are; half an 
ounce of Glauber’s falt; diffolved. in :half a pint or 
more of water, of which a cupful is to be repeatedly 
taken till it.anfwers; foluble tartar (tartarized’ kali) 
and manna diffolved in the common emulfidn now 
called almond ‘milk, or a flight decoction ‘of .fenna 
with prunes. Glyfters may» be. occafionally ad- 
miniftered, ‘ati in the interim, nitre with camphor, 
or neutral mixtures with the fixed or volatile alkali. 
In fcorbutic habits, no. one.preparation” fucceeds 
better than the infufion of malt. If the complaint 
has affected the head and cheft, and been impru- 
dently repelled, bleeding, blitters onthe «back or 
legs, Mindererus’s fpirit ‘with the compound powder 
of contrayerva, and gentle: evacuation by ftool, will 
be :neceflary. When the: diforder is critical, great 
evacuations are utterly improper; and acid, aftrin- 
gent, or cold-applications, imuftibe avoided. If the 
complaintvbe attended with a putrefcent {tate of the 

juices, or a languid ftate of the vis vite, cordials and 
| anti- 
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antifeptics, fuch as’ the bark: ‘mixture heretofore 
mentioned, the julep’ with camphor, ‘and Minde~ 
rerus’s {pirit, cordial confeétion, ‘and the like. Ried 
wine is alfo ufeful, by itfelf, in neous, or other+ 
wife.’ Some aWédern writers: indifcriminately order 
bleeding, purging, 2 and unctuous: applications; but 
fuch “practice has proved very improper’ in par- 
ticular habits’; the fame indifference ‘is alfo ob- 
ferved with refpect to the ufe of repellents in the 
piles; tian which much imifchief has. fometimes ¢ en- 
fpediis.ngmiqe: siegolsig: | 
Rasoisnsl r: reabment. Sponse’ thas patt with an in- 
fufion’ of chamomile flowers and/milk) or ufe cloths 
wrung out of a decoction of elder flowers; with the 
addition’ of a little-opodeldoc. | In conftitutions that 
will bear repellents, cloths moiftened with Goulard’s 
vegeto-mineral water. may be applied}and, in ob- 
ftinate cafes, a flicht. folution of’ alum “has * proved 
ferviceable. . When blitters or puftules appear, and 
begin to” difcharge » their acrid ‘contents, -the > beft 
and fafeft method is, to fprinkle lightly over ‘the 
part}: fcenugreek, or fome other kind of farinacéotis 
powder, ‘and to apply a piece :of finé*doubled) rag 
fpread: thin with white cerate. Cabbagecand vines 
Jeaves ‘have fometimes good effect. “Houfe-leek 
and cream is alfoca common-and ‘effective ‘applicat 
tion; but the three latter remedies. fhould be cau 
tioufly applied. Emollient fomentations ought ‘alfo 
to-be ufed. with ne is as they tend to promote fup- 
a | LAS ABO T3995 ¢ 
nl w9 io be on. gry bedaits: end 
4 ofh awrinax OR veanpow dios” ¥ sal 
Ddaebionknes hes spt in in the plague, apa 
pears fuddenly: in the form of a vblifter, which is 
followed) by a large,»blunt-like,: black: fpot, and is: at» 
tended with very little tumour. ‘Sometimes it comes 
pn with much itching, ui is furrounded | ie. a red, 
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fiery circle; forming {mall tubercles of isofupt fiefh, 
and mortifies in a fhort time. 

Thére is a tumour of a w@ildes nature, whiel; from: 
its frequent dufky appearance, and tendency to gan~ 
grene, comes.under the fame. denomination. It i is 
fomewhat hard and round, and in aged’ perfons, or 
vitiated habits, inflames to a confiderable extent. 
The part forms into a.loofe, corrupt fubftance, with 
ill-conditioned matter, and is frequently a fatal pre- 
fage to thofe-who are far advanced in life.’ 

“Cause. Carbuncles generally {pring from a putrid: 
or putrefcent ftate of the juices. 

‘Cure. As this fpecies of inflammation is much 
difpofed to gangrene, the moft proper treatment is 
that which 1s directed under that article. In the 
{trong plethoric ‘habit, early in the difeafe, a mo-’ 
derate bleeding, and a gentle dofé or two of cooling 
phyfic, may tend to reeulate the habit, and prevent 
‘its progrefs. ' In languid conititutions, the ‘bark, 
ferpentary, and vitriolic acid, are 3 the greateft 
ufe. . 

It has’ ‘been a practice, to*cut’ out, at ‘different 
times, as much of the floughs and difeafed) parts’ as 
could be removed with eafe and fafety’: but’ fuch 
treatment! ought to be chiefly confined to the central 
part of the tumour. The furgeon who is con- 
verfant in fuch cafes; knows well the neceffity and 
utility of preferving the teguments around as much 
as poffible, notwithftanding their flaccidity and rather 
gangrenous tendency ; for: when the fubjacent parts’ 
are too freely expofed ‘to the air, they are apt to form: 
efchars, inftead | of forward fuppuration ;  befides, 
although the ‘appearances are threatening to a great: 
extent, yet, with the ufe of the cortex, ‘proper regi~ 
men, and the fuppurative or mixed cataplatm, the 
fore “is fometimes to be brought within tolerable: 
bounds; after which, fhould the teguments remain 
loofe around. the fore, a foft comprefs and gentle’ 
bandage will moftly affitt their union. r 

vet Strong 
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_ Strong ftimulating applications are hete alfo to be 
avoided: the poultices with white bread and milk, — 
and ftrong beer leés with oatmeal, by themfelves, 
or mixed with due proportion, according to ‘thé 
afpect and irritability of the fore, are moft proper ;: 
together with the mildeft dreffings next the fore. 


FURUNCULUS, OR BOIL. 


DescripTion. It is a fmall, circumfcribed tu- 
mour, fituated in the fkin and cellular membrane ; it 
rifes to a point, and is attended with inflammation 
and pain. It fhews itfelf in all parts of the body, 
and at all ages; commonly maturates in a few days, 
and fometimes cafts out a flough, and heals without — 
much trouble. bs. 

- Boils are faid to be wholefome ; in a moderate de- 

gree, they may be a relief to the habit, otherwife 
they become oppreffive, and the efforts of nature 
alone are too weak to overcome the ill. 

Cause. It proceeds from an acrid lymph, or 
vitiated bile, produced from error and irregularity of 
diet. Tumours of this kind are extremely apt to 
form when the digeftive faculties have been impaired. 
by ilinefs, and the appetite has been too much in- 
duleed. . ty | 

Curr. The emollient cataplafm, or a plafter of 
diachylon with the gum, are the moft proper appli+~ 
Cations to render fuppuration complete; afterwards 
white cerate fpread lightly upon lint; or the pre- 
cipitate “medicine, if foul and floughy. A gentle 
dofe or two of purging phyfic will be proper; and, 
fhould the habit be greatly affected, the bark and 
vitriolic acid will be necefiary. hg yah 

There is a fpecies of furuncle which feamen and 
fifhermen are more particularly fubje& to; they call 
it a water-boil. This tumour rifes hard; the inflam- 
mation is of a'deeper red than common, and fpreads 
Wide around; during the fuppuration, the furface 

L pare | grows 


PRACTICAL ‘SURGERY, 4g 


cen ion, and a brownith, bloody matter; which 
rms underneath, may be preffed out at Various 


~~ @penings.’ In that ftate 3 itis often néceflary to fe- 


move the whole furface, which will be beft effected 
by a dfeffins or two with réd precipitate powder, 
alone, or mixed with white’ cerate ; afterwards, dréfs 
as In ‘common, guarding iti againft fungus, with 
lunar: sabmbiany ‘or blue ne 


. ©) PARONYCHIA, OR WHITLOW. 
Dulcueinen. Ibisian inflamed and very painful 
tumour, and may be diftinguifhed into two kinds. 
The one generally penetrates no farther than the 
common inteeuments round the nail; the other be- 
gins deep,-and fixes upon the periofteum and root of 
the nail. Sometimes the difeafe extends to the liga 
mentous covering of the firft joint of the finger and 
the capfule of the tendon; in which cafe the whole 
hand and art become greatly {welled and painful. 
- Both kinds are attended with fever, reftleffnefs, and 
throbbing pain; in the deep-feated whitlow, the in- 
flammatory fymptoms have run fo high, as to occa 
fion delirium, and even convulfions, and the bone 
has very foon proved carious. 

Causes, This complaint is produced by bruife; 
wound, or puncture, or by an acrid lymph ftimu- 
lating the nervous or membranous parts; and is 
more or lefs dangerous and fevere, in proportion to 
its depth, and the fenfibility of the parts affected. 

Curs. Poultices and drawing plafters, as they are 
called, are generally applied as foon as poflible; but, 
in the early ftage of the difeafe, bleeding, and the | 
cool regimen, with a dofe or two of cooling phyfic, 
conttant application of comprefles moiftened with 
the faturnine folution, ‘or the fharpeft vinegar with a 
due prapeseeny of fal -ppespeoenie as — ma hg 
its progres cE 3 : 
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If, notwithftanding the ufe of thofe remedies, the 
pain fhould increafe, it will.be proper to apply the 
emollient poultice, {pread thick and warm, ¢very 
three or four hours, foaking the part well be‘ore- 
hand, in a warm decoétion of mallow leaves, or 
chamomile flowers, with milk. In both kinds it. will 
be improper to wait for perfect. maturation, before 
an incifion is made down to the part where the 
matter appears to be forming. 

In the deep-feated whitlow, which is attended 
with exquifite pain, an incifion fhould be made in 
due time, through the ligamentous expanfion, or 
down to the bone on one/or both fides of the finger, 
fo as to releafe the moft ftri€tured part, previous to 
fuppuration. Drefs. with lint, dry, or fpread with 
cerate gently preffed, at firft, between the lips of the 
ineifed wound; and continue the poultice. Opiates 
will be occafionally neceflary. ue 

In the mild fort of Paronychia, a troublefome and 
tender fungus frequently {prouts up along the fide of 
the nail ; which is moftly remedied by. preffing a 
{mall piece of dry lint under the edge of the nail, 
between that and the fungus: fometimes. it is ne- 
ceffary. to .ufe efcharotics; but thefe have little 
effect, unleis lint be firft preffied underneath the edge 
or corner of the nail, which part fhould be cut away 
as clofe as poflible, without touching the quick. 


’ BUBO AND PAROTIS. 


Description. An inflammatory tumour feated in 
the glands of the groin or armpit is called a Bubo; 
if behind the ear, or on or near the parotid gland, — 
Parotis. It is generally of.an oval or roundifh fhape, 
is red, painful, and throbbing, tending either to ma- 
turation or fcirrhofity. | 70 

The venereal bubo is generally oblong in fhape, 
has an unequal furface, and a broad extended bafe; 
either refifts preffure, as in fcirrhus, or retains im- 

3 4 prefiion, 
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pteffion, as in n the cedematous-and fuppurative bubo ; 
which fymproms are: ences to wren it from 
Hernia. | 

Causes. "Phe mart or milder flout is critical, ‘thd 
ater happens after a fever, when the morbid fomes 
has not been totally difcharged from the habit. The, 
malignant bubo is the accompaniment of venereal or 
peftilential oo aa and the confequent of a difeafed, 
habit. — 

Cert. In tummours of this kind, when not produted: 
by any ‘internal difeafe, the»cure may be firft at- 
tempted by difperfion; which treatment is*men- 
tioried under the ‘article Inflammation: to forward 
which purpofe, a dofe or two of Calomel with Cam~ 
phor, fueceeded ‘bya gentle cathartic,: has been 
found of ‘great ufe.” If the pain and: {welling fhould 
increafe, “apply: set Leto means, and ppay by 
incifion. 

In peftilential buboes, maturation mutt be hathtneds 


wy the moft probable means, and the matter fhould 


bé difcharged by incifton as foon as poffible. Vide 
Gangrene. 

With regard to thote of the venereal kind, when 
they are not too.far advanced, that is, not beginning 
to fuppurate, difperfion is the moft eligible mode of 


_ cure ; which is tobe brought about by bleeding, gentle 


cathartics, Goulard’s water, or fal ammoniac diffolved 
in vinegar, or friction with mercurial ointment. If 


| 8 erfion fhould be effected in a later {tage of the 


diforder, it will be proper to perfevere im an al- 
terative courfé for a few weeks. Should difperfion 
not fucceed, apply fuppurative plafters or poultices, 
and order a more generous diet, open by cauftic, and 
compleat the cure by an alterative ‘courfe. In the 
cure of a venereal bubo then, it is neceflary to treat 


. it according to the ftate of infe€tion from which it 


proceeds ; if local, it may be either difperfed or 
brought to fuppuration ; but if of the latter flage, 
¢very means fhould be ufed to produce seabird it 

thofe 
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thofe of Jong and iftow  progrefs are: apt to form 
phagedenic ulceration with callous edges, and a part — 
commonly remains in an indurated ftate. 
~ Sometimes ‘the fore. remains. obftinately bad, ‘al- 
though the virus has been perfectly eradicated ; the. 
edges grow hard and livid, the difcharge is fharp 
and foetid,and the ulceration fpreads confiderably, fo 
as to reach the inferior part of the abdomen, and. 
upper part of the thigh. The pain then is intole- 
rable; and fever, reftleffnefs, and a train of terrible 
fymptoms, 'foom reduce ithe patient to a mere 
fhadow.. | i | Pe 

» The moft approved method of proceeding in this 
dreadful ftate of ulceration, is,-to give daily a quart; 
of the ‘mezereon deco¢tion, opium repeatedly, in. 
fuficient dofes to allay the pain and extreme irrita- 
bility of the fyitem, and to adminifter the bark in 
quantity. Externally, to apply lunar cauftic to the: 
irregular edges ‘and indurated: parts, or red prazcipi- 
tate in powder or mixed up with a foft ointment, to’ 
the whole furface of the fore. An ointment com-) 
pounded of one part prepared calomel, and four or. 
five parts of white cerate, has'-fometimes proved 
efficacious in this ftate of ulceration. 


PERNIO, OR CHILBLAIN. FD 
| Description. The kibe, or chilblain, is an in- 
flammatory tumour, arifing from the part affected, 
being expofed to fevere cold, or; when very cold, 
being too fuddenly heated. It is attended with red-. 
nefs, heat, {hooting pain, and itching. It moft, 
commonly affects the hands and feet, particularly the 
heel; the ears, nofe, and lips, are alfo {ubject to it, 
and in fome habits, the arms and lees are much, 
fwelled and cracked with it... This diforder chiefly 
affects children of a delicate complexion, or thofe of 
a-{crophulous habit. KG bid 


aha 
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‘The: parts:affécted frequently wear a leaden°co- 
t4 become inflated, and veficate after the mannér 
of fealds and: burns; which vefications fometimes 
form into’ deep ulcers, that difcharge an ill-con« 
ditioned matter, and by neglect or mifmanagement 
‘have degenerated into gangrene. . 

Causes. ‘Cold, and a‘ languid: circulation. This 
complaint i is in greater or lefs degree according to 
the ftate of the conftitution, or the intenfenefs of the 
caufe: | It often takes its rife with children, from the 
part being wet and cold, and too haftily dried by the 
fire; alfo, from fitting nappa hard feat too long 
together. 

Curs. Bathing with camphorated fpirit, or ap- 
plying cloths dipped i in faturnine lotions, have often 
difperfed this complaint, even after vefications had 
made their appearance. The beft applications when 
ulcerated; are, the yellow cerate, rece rae eam 
and cream infpiffated with Goulard’s extract. 

When.a part is benumbed with cold, the fire or 
immediate! warmth: areirto. be avoided s. ‘inftead 
_ thereof, plunge it into cold water, or apply cloths 
dipped therein, or chafe it with fnow, until.a proper 
-glow is returned ; after which, ufe friction, cordials, 
‘and diluents. In fuch a cafe, a fudden tranfition to 
heat, a warmed bed, or a: warm room, would: be 
attended with great danger to the Bipess affected. 


“BURNS AND SE ae / 


Descriprion. Thefe are. -fabjeet to the fame 
events as inflammation, and:may be, divided into four 
different degrees or {tages.: when the part’ is affected 
~with heat and ~ ‘afanimatioh without. vefication ; 
when it is immediately afflicted with intenfe. pain and 
vefication ; when the integuments are fo, injured, 
as to prodtice a: deep efchar 3 pcand) when-the, whole 1 1S 
in a gangrenous or lifelefs tate, . Hs 
’ Gin Be x5 hy 4 faite 
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Causes, are fire, or a heated body, either in 2 
folid or fluid flatestaafioe paw Pstatat tol 
~ Curs. Burns and fcalds differ in their degrees of 
inflammation, and are to be treated accordingly. 
The firft and fecond degrees require refolvent appli- 
cations; the third, emellients and fuppuratives ; the 
fourth and laft degree fhould be treated after the 
fame manner as directed for canerene and fphacelus. 

Bleeding and cooling purges, with nitre and plen- 
tiful dilution, are the firft things to be attended to in 
burns and fcalds of great importance: it is. alfo 
necefiary to obferve a regular and. cooling diet. 
Such means, properly purfued, in the firft ftage, have 
an exceeding good effect in the profecution of the 
‘cure. Opiates alfo ought to -be adminiftered) ac- 
cording to the degree of pain. white 

. Spirit of wine and camphor applied quickly to a 
burn or feald, is faid to prevent vefication; a likely 
application’ for that purpofe is Goulard’s vegeto 
“mineral water; immerfion in cold water, or other 
cold fluids, is alfo recommended ; and cloths dipped 
in, or peultices mixed up with, Goulard’s water: and 
his faturnine cerate, are preferred by fome. 

Some practitioners are for, others againft, dif- 
‘charging the acrid lymph from the blifters. In the 
4fmaller kind it is not unlikely to be abforbed ; but 
im the larger, it will be better to let it out, by making 
a flight puncture at its edge, in the moft depending 
part ;'by which means the veficle, when emptied 
and lightly preffed down, will act as a defenfative 
‘“againft the external air. 

When the part is fo much burnt as to form a 
deep efchar, emollients are the moft proper appli- 
-e¢ations: of which clafs the firft in order is the 
common bread poultice mixed with a fmall quantity 
of bland oil. Siivs | 

_- Great care muft be taken to keep down fungus, 
and prevent contractions and agelutinations which are 
too often the confequences ot thefe complaints, by 

7 : means 
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means of lint..medicated. with vitriol water, or by 
keeping the edges down with blue vitriol or lunar 
cauftic ; and when the fingers or fome other parts 
are affected, pafteboard; with proper bandage will be 
neceffary to Keep them extended and feparate from 
each other. 

In burns and Teall: ae caer tasst ta extent, the 
difcharge is often fo great as to require a liberal ufe 
of the bark and elixir, or fmall fpirit of vitriol. Milk 
mixed with lime-water is an excellent abforbent on 
fuch occafions. 

When the inflammation is fo great as-to threaten 
gangrene or mortification, proceed according to.the © 
directions given under thofe: articles, when arifing 
from excefs of inflammation. 

The following treatment was cate cated by 
Mr. David Cleghorn, a confiderable brewer in Edin- 
burgh, to the late Mr. J. Hunter, as having been re- 
mar ably fuccefsful, and is publifhed in “Dr. Sim- 
mons’s Facts: and Obfervations, Vol. II... In recent 
cafes, he applied cloths profufely wetted with vinegar, 
or a conftant flow of that liquor, over the injured 
parts, “When ulceration: had taken place, he applied 
a common poultice with white bread and milk for 
fix or eight hours, then: covered the fores with chalk 
finely fcraped off a lump of that fubftance, in fuf- 
ficient quantity to abforb the moifture, and a poul- 
tice, of the fame kind as before, over the whoie; 
but if the fkin and parts around were foft and much 
fodden, he ufed the faturnine ointment, or Goulard’s 
-cerate, inftead of the poultice. The large vefcations 
he emptied by puncture, with a pin or the point of a 
Jancet, at the moft depending part; and preffed 
down the raifed cuticle with a piece of fine linen 
cloth, After having thus. difcharged the water, he 
applied. the vinegar as before, and repeated the 
dreffing night and morning. Where the parts were 
‘raw, and the vinegar proved too fharp, he covered 
the fore with the cerate ; then wetted it round with 

CF: vinegar, 
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Vinegar, for a quarter of'an-hour or Jonge: ; and, on 
removing the ointmént, applied. the ‘chalke and poul- 
tice.as before mentionéd, He alfo-let out the’ con- 
tents of every puftule;: and took off the cuticle as it 
dried, taking care'to cover every moift part with the 
ht en habits are certainly too irritable to 
bear. the application of vinegar ‘repeatedly; cold 
water will probably haye equal ¢ eood effeét. An in- 
ftance i is known of a man falling into a copper of hot 
wort, who was ftripped, and, almoft immediately 
after the accident, plunged into a tub of cold water 
that happened to ftand near; he recovered with 
fearcely the appearance ofa blifter: befides, vinegar 
in fuch a cafe is not to be procured fo eafily, or “fo 
readily as water; yet the’ former'’may be better 
adapted toa owt Gan or Aluggith ai 


HERPES, OR CREEPING OLCER ON TH SKIN, i ‘ 


Description. ‘This js a cutaneous! difeafe, at- 
tended. with inflammation, and may be tng into 
four claffes... nahn: 

The firt is called Farinofis; and : 1S© Udcaintoaly 
called.a Tester. It breaks out about the face, neck, 
arms and wrift, in fmall red pimples, and°in the 
form af a broad fpot; it ‘itches ‘much; and ‘the 
pimples change in a fhort time toa branny powder, 
leaving the flcin quite fmooth. . 

The fecond i is named Miharis ; it generally breaks 
out in clufters or rings of puttules. -They contain a 
clear,’ corroding lymph, which: is' gradually: dif. 
charged, and afterwards form into fmall feales ; they 
fart and itch much; and are attended ‘with inflate 
mation; fometimes erode the fkin,-and {pread con- 
fiderably ; but the latter: circumftance feldom hap- 
pens, unlefs ina vitiated habit. This pM 1S. Bev a 
Ringworm, 

The third fort is’ the Pufiulof ofits it appears in 
puttules containing a ‘thin,’ ferous matter;) which 

~ turns 
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anid yellows they commonly run together, exude” 
and dry into a fcab,’ which falls off, and Ieaves the 
fkin ‘entire. Sometimes the matter is f6 acrid as 
to excoriate the parts around’ the {¢ab,° and! {pread 
the ,complaint.: Children are very fubjee&t to. this 
kind of eruption, particularly in. the face,- head, neck, 
and behind the-ears.) ).° | 

» There is an obftinate eruption of this kind, ehh 
fews itfelf on the fides.and palms of the hands, and; 
foles-of the feet; alfo between the fingers and toes ; 
iti has much, the appearance of am inveterate itch, 
and has fometimes been removed. by fimilar means, . 

~The fourth, clafs -is: called, Exedens ; it appears |in 
Gags of . feveral ulcerations, difcharging,a fharp 
ichorous tatter,,and, is attended with an eryfipe- 
latous inflammation : this, fometimes, corrodes. the 
cellular membrane,; and; even: the mufcles. It fpreads 
generatly.about, the neck,, cheft, and waift, in form 
of: a zone or girdle, and when it, fixes about the 
loins, :is called ; the ‘fhingles + pain and, fever, com- 
monly attend this eruption at its firt appearance, . » 

Causes, This complaint frequently, yields to ex- 
ternal applications. only; it is therefore confidered 
by many to be local,, from a partial obftruction and 
acrid: flate of the perfpirable matter : yet fome ob~ 
ftinate cafes have been held forth, as proofs of apres 
exiftent acrimony in the conftitution.. 

Cure. The fayinofus generally yields to warm- 
bathing and friction ; the fecond and third kinds, viz. 
any and puptulofus, fubmit moft commonly: to 
faturnine preparations, the camphorated yitrjoli¢ 
water, white precipitate ointment, warm bathing, 
and gentle perfpiratives, fuch as wine of antimony 
with paregoric elixjr, and decoétion of farfaparilla 
with faflafras: when the parts inflame much, nitre 
or cream of tartar, with gum arabic, will be proper. 
The following liniment ‘has proved effective in an 
gbftinate cafe of the a ie kind; 


C4 White 
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White precipitate ointment, one: part ;, fulphur, 
three parts ; fimple ointment, twelve. parts. 
Mix, and lightly fmear;.the. oparts wah a ) 
night and, morning. , ” 


A vidal aqueous folution: of kéonive Aiblimate; 
in the proportion of from five to ‘ten grains to a pint: 
of water, is recommended by fome as an effeétual 
wath in moft of ‘thefe complaints; but it fhould not 
be“ applied in the inflarhmatory ftate. ' In’ all fuch 
difotders, the moft ‘fimplée’“and ufeful remedy is 
feenugreck feed finely fitted, covered’ or not with’ 
white” cétate fpread’ upon rag. - 

‘Tf thé fourth’ fpeties of this *difeate fhould refitt the 
before-mentidned remedies, it is moft ‘probably con- | 
taminated with a’morbid ftate of ‘the lymph. Mer- 
curials, bark, and ant imony, will then’ be: proper ac~ 
cording to the nature’ of ‘the’ habit.” 

“Scarborough | “water “is of ufé in’ thefe dittietters. 
sé. water is alfo. prefcribed, and fea-bathine’; but 
are ‘moft Sig tid heh Bee Om inflammation or 
fever.” ty! | 

<P févided Ke laf Gib die aft Kiosk be Satichded 
with fever, pain’ or inflammation, ficknefs and lan- 
tier} which ' fympzoms. often’ occur in‘eryfipelatous 
habits, cold repeHents fhould be cautioufly applied ; 
in fuch ‘eafe; feenugreek feed, acd powdered, 4 18 the 
moft fuitable paternal remedy, 


“ULCERS IN | GENERAL. 

‘Deseription. Anulcer isa fore i in the foft parts, 
attended with a lofs of fubftance : ; from which iffues 
a purulent, fanious, or vitiated matter. It may be 
divided into three claffes; viz, the fimple, the com- 
pound, and the complicated, 

The Simple Ulcer is that which difcharges a whitith 
pus of a moderate confiftence ; and is commonly i in 
that ftate of purity to which all others muft be 

reduced, 
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reduced, before they can be properly cicatrized. It 
is a local affection, unconnected with conftitutional 
difeafe, and is feldom attended with any remarkable 
incident during the progrefs of its CURE bade 

The Compound Ulcer is alfo local; it is, attended 
with a variety of circumftances, and.receives various 
appellations from: the different conditions of the fur- 
rounding | and fubjacent parts ; alfo from.the nature, . 
and quality. of the, ifcharge; but.the ane diftinc « 
tions neceffary tobe obferved.in.this;clals,. will ap- 
pear under the following defcriptions,, 

The. Fungous Ulcers. which throws out a fpungy, 

high-growing flefh, in appearance like a prominent 
cancer : this. exuberance rifes flabby. and foft, but by 
length . of. time acquires a confiderable dagese of 
hardnefs. 

The Sinuous, or Fi iulous Ulcer, having one or more 
openings lying between the common. integuments 
and mufcles, that difcharge themfelves.into. the 
common fore; thefe in the recent ftate are. called 
finuffes ;.but when of long: ftanding, and the furface 
of the hollownefs is grown hard or callous, PSH Fi cons 
ftitute what are called fittule. 

The,.Callous, or Phagedenic. Ulcer. -This.is.com= 
monly. called a Scorbutic Ulcer; paupers.are particu-_ 
larly fubject to. this. kind of ulcer,, .The filthy, 
ichorous difcharge of this fore, occafions its edges to 
turn in, to. fin over, and grow.thick and hard, 
Ulcers that arrive at this pitch of callofity, | are 
moftly accompanied with varicofe yeins;,on which 
account they were formerly called. Varicofe Ulcers , 
on a fuppofition that the tumid veffels were the caufe, 
inftead of the effeét of thofe hard edges. 

The Carious Ulcer. 1t is thus called, when the 
bone near an ulcerated part is difeafed ; ‘which may 
be known from its fpunginefs and inequality, and by 
the thin, oily, and foetid matter, A roughnefs on 
the furface of the fubjacent bone is alfo to be per- 
ceived, by palling the probe AAFQDEH the loofe st 

which 


#w PRACTICAL SURGERY: - 


which génerally covers it.’ “In-ulcers of jong Ttatid- | 
ing, where the bone is thinly covered, the’ matter is 
apt to erode the periofteum, and injure the furface of’ 
the bone. . Sometimes the difeafe forms in the’ bone* 
itfelf, when it is termed a Spina Ventofat this j 1s 
known by the enlargement! of the bony ftubitance, 
and an irregular thicknefs- in ‘the integuments, and* 
cellular membrane. When an’*-ulcer “of this kind’ 
firft breaks out,’ it commonly’ appears with+a pap-' 
Hké fungus.’- Bones are fometimes enlarged ‘without 
being carious, or tending thereto; anda thicknefs' of. 
the periofteum has been often miftaken for an’ en- 
largement of the bone. ~~ silts 

The Complicated Ulcer, by which term is meant? 
that clafs-of ulcers which is connected’ with’ fome 
prevalent difeafe in the conftitution, and is liable ‘to 
the various incidents of thofe of the fecond clafs : of 
this kind, the principal are, the venereal, fcorbutic, 
ferophulous, and cancerous ; which laft is confidered 
by fome as being local, in its firft ftage at leaft, 
Thefe ulcers, with their characteriftic marks, | are 
feparately treated of in the fequel. 

Causes. The caufes of ulcers of ‘the firtt and 
fécond clafs,. are, wounds, contufions, &c. producing 
inflammation, and ending in abfcefs, or lofs of fub- 
ftance. The third clafs is particularly circumftanced 
by a predifponent caufe in the habit, which has flown 
to; or produced it. ~ 

Cure. Fhe Simple Ulcer commonly Pes without 
trouble ;’ the firft ‘thing neceffary, is to permit the 
ranulations to rife even with the furface of the fin, 
which is generally the work of nature alone: during 
this procels, there can be no better dreffing applied 
than’a pledgit of lint, dry, or fpread very ‘thin with 
white cerate’; for in Tat as in moft other ftages of 
the fore, the mildeft dreffing has the beft effect. 
Should the difcharge be rather thin or acrid, or a 
foul appearance Ber over the furface of the rae: it 
will be proper ta add a little red precipitate to the — 

cerate ; 
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- gerate ; but, fhould that-prove-ineffectual, the pouly 
tice with’ bread and milk, applied: in contact with 
the fore fora day or two, will beft anfwer the in- 
tention of cleanfing it, more epee y when the 
parts around are much inflamed. 

When all is clean andeven, drefs with pure white 
cerate fpread thin on int or fine foft rag, and apply 
a piece of foft doubled rag over all, with a Nightly 
compreflive bandage. When. a fungus {prouts, thé 
edges muft be kept down. by a light touch with blue 
vitriol, or lunar cauftic, | 

In ulcers of the leg attended with cddenitiveu 
fwelling, varicofe veins, or inclining to fungus, the 
bandage fhould be applied in a fpiral manner; each 
edge not exceeding the diftance of three quarters 
of an inch, or rather lefs; beginning, ‘if in the lee} 
with a turn or two round the foot and ankle, and 
gradually rolling upward, to the extent-of the fwel- 
ling or parts afteéted about the fore: by this means 
only, the ulceration has’ often been brought! to’ a 
healing ftate, when the fore has not been difpofed to 
fill up. In fhort, experience fays, that many.an ill- 
conditioned ulcer has been cured by the repeated ap- 
plication of the Camphorated Vitriolic Water and 
bandage, without confinement, or paying attention 
to antient maxims or method. °This truth can be 
attefted by many poor labourers who. had loft em- 
ployment by confinement to their beds, and pafied 
through a mercurial courfe, and! the tedious ute of 
ftrong digettives, efcharotics, arnt balfams; &¢. 8c, 
to'very little effect. 

The Compound Ulcer is s attended: with. many cir- 
cumftances' that require peculiar treatment); it will 
therefore ‘be right: to. notice:each according to the 
order in which it has been already defcribed. 

The Fungous Ulcer. Inveterate’ funguffes very fel+ 
dom appear’ on this clafs of ulcers. In lefs: import! 
ant cafes, mild efcharotics, and lunar cauttic, with 
agi ek or lintomoiftened with;a folution of blue 
4 yitrio} 
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vitriol and. dried, and proper bandage, are likely to 
have :due  effect.:>When the: excrefcence is con- 
fiderable, and with!a narrow. bafe, extir pation by 
ligature! willbe eafily effected; if-with @ broad bafe, 
the following means mutt/be ufed for that purpofe ; 
pafs a ftrait needle with-an. eye at the point, armed 
with two:ftrone ligatures, through the bottom part, 
fo.thar the threads may be made to hang out at each 
fide of ithe fungus; one half of it may then, -be.en- 
compafied by one ligature, and the .othet half, by the 
other, with a flipping knot; fo that-each may be 
eccafionally tightened: by which means the! tumour 
will be foon feparated. Attermards drels as before 
divectedsn can: be 

_ Extirpation by besasivib is SE eetaiie Bey to 
excifion, on account of the hemorrhage that moftly 
follows the latter. means, j_If the fungus fhould hap- 
pen ina leucophlegmatic fubject, or-in am ulcer with 
caries, it will be to no. purpofe.attempting cure with. — 
out repairing the conftitution,, or; removing the 
diftafed part of the: bone. Fungus is a.frequent at- 
tendant on waceengh habits, and requires konics to re- 
ftrain. it. | 

\ The Sinuous oar Fi ‘Badans Uker Sipaes, saoftly 
indi. in.abfceffes and ulcers, for want. of a free outlet 
of the pus, perW ode when itis of a, fanious, 
ichorous nature: efuppofing the. application. ad- 
miffible,.an unionsis fometimes brought about by 
‘comprefs and bandage. When the matter is con- 
fined; and the teguments on the oppofite: fide thew 
an inclination to break out, a counter ‘opening fhould - 
be made without delay. 

The modern practitioners make very litle ufe of 
vulnerary and efcharotic injections; fuch applica- 
tions rather harden. and extend the finuffes. . When 
they run fo deep that the knife or biftoury cannot 
be fafely ufed for fear of injuring a nerve, tendon, or 
blood-veffel, a feton fhould be pafled through the 
principal finus, if: poflible, after the manner diredted 

under 
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undér thearticle Maturation. ‘Indeed, where the féton 


— 4s admiffible;: it is to! be preferred: to ities eee 


in the callous; fiftula.. 

The common treatment vofia sities is Baueh: more 
pace now than: in: former times, when: i¢was the 
practice, Of -mofb-furrgeons to remove the teguments 
in every cafe ; whereas one incifion generally fuffices, 


except -whém ethe furrounding: pasts are) greagly | 


difeafed, -or in a fcirrhous ftate. 

The CaHous or Phagedsnic Ulcer: The: brid dif. 
charge, the’ foulftate ofthe fore, and bad manage- 
ment, are the! caufes of the -troublefomé incident 
which diftinevifhes this kind of ulcer. In the recent 
ftate of it, emollient poultices, duly repeated,. have 
had the defired effect. | When the edges have ac- 
quired an extraotdinary-degree of hardnefs, the knife 
and cauftic are recommended ; ‘but both thefe painful 
means have been rendered unneceffary in feveral in- 
ftances, by applying narrow ftrips of rag {pread thin 


with white cerate, alone, or-mixed with ted precipi- 


tate, round the edges, a doubled rag dipped in cam- 
phorated:.vitriolic water, and» fqueezed moderately 
dry, laid over the fore, a;thin, linen comprefs over 


all, and. the {piral bandage before directed.. It is 


proper to drefs thus’ twice a-day, on account of the 
quality and quantity. ‘of thes difcharge; or, on the 
contrary, becaufe the drefling grows dry, and hangs 
to the fore. » In irritable Habits;:it willbe heceffary 


to dilute the folution at leaft-with one third water... 


If the ulcer be inflamed and very foul, a few ap- 


plications of the bread poultice will be neceflary:; 
-and when clean and‘ ‘dry, it ‘will-not be amifs to vary 


the drefling, a few times, with’ bebite cerate, faturnine 
ointment, or the-like. - | 
If, notwithftanding, the coiftie or densi fhould be 


3 thought héeceflary, the: firft is to be preferred, The. 


hardeft edges have been, removed, by lightly rubbing 
them with lunar cauftic; once. in a day. or.twe, and 


abil drefling. with lint or a {trip of rag, fpread 


with 
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with the cerate, or with faturnine ointment. Pro» 
vided the ulcer has difcharged copioufly before, it 
will be proper, at the firft attempt towards cure, to 
open an iffue in'the thigh, to order a dram of bark 
in powder to be taken three times a day, and to re- 
peat, at proper diftance, a pill with calomel and 
camphor, ‘each three grains, and half a grain of | 
_ opium for three nights fucceffively, and a purge on 
the morning after the laft pill: the pills and purge 
fhould be ‘repeated weekly, if the patient can bear 
it. Varicofe veins are to be remedied by the long- 
continued application of the fpiral bandage, or the 
laced ftocking. | Ngee: 

| The Carious Ulcer. The cure of this fore depends 
upon removing the ‘difeafed parts of the bone ; to 
promote which, it will be neceflary to make a 
crucial incifion over the part which covers the bone, 
or to lay the bone bare with the knife or. cauttic ; 
taking care to prevent the‘teguments or flefh from 

fpreading over the expofed part, by dreffing with 
lint, lunar cauftic, and flight bandage, until the de- 
cayed part of the bone be feparated; then healing 
according to the ftate of the ulcer. ) DEnL ¥ 

The moft likely means to haften exfoliation are, 
“flight perforations on the difeafed part of the bone, 
with the perforator;° or, wher the difeafe reaches 
deep into the fubftance of the bone, with.the fmall- 
head of the trepan. ‘The actual cautery was once 
thought the moft probable means ; but it evidently 
tends to injure the rifing granulations which. gene- 
rate. between the dead and the living parts, and are 
neceflary agents towards exfoliation. If the caries 
fhould reach the head ofa bone, and great difcharge 
and wafting of flefh fhould enfue, the chief and per- 
haps’ the only remedy would-be amputation. 

A cafe ‘is recorded wherein:the whole fubftance of 
the tibia-has been caft out, and formed anew ; and 
we .have"lately been informed ‘of “inftances where 
a part, and even the whole fubftance of:-a cylindrical 

bone 


° eee. 
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bone. which was carious, has been. taken away ‘by 
_ means of, the crown ofthe trepan, or fawed, off, and 
followed) -by..a. perfect, cure, Certain proofs, thefe, 
that amputation, is not always neceffary. in, cafés of 
this. kind, provided the carious part. can. be. fafely 


remoyed, and. the,patient’s conftitution and ftreneth 
are not too. much impaired ; alfo,.when the. difeafe 
does not . extend tothe. necks and heads. of. bones, or 


' the, cavities of the-joints ;,yet even in,the Jatter cafe, 


Nature, , with 1 the..afliftance of internal. remedies, has 
wageectedhk Pees a. cure Vide oe Ventofa. 


‘ 
eh bow 


be! ne Broce GENERAL REMARKS, 


The. attempt to. “cure, ‘eyen ulcers of the firft and 
fecond clafs, is fometimes vain, unlefs affifted, by re- 
ular .diet, and internal, remedies 5. ¢{pecially when 
the difcharge i is great,.and the conftitution, is relaxed 
and weak : in fuch inftances, the bark and a genes 
rous diet.are. of infinite ufe.... 

‘In foul ulcers.of.the, _Phagedanic Lined, sie the 
difcharge 4 As ichorous: and, foetid, the. bagio! fublimate 
folution,. with. decottion of. the woods, or infufion of 
faffafras fhavings, are abfolutely neceflary,;) Jf, the 
fore ;,wears,.a_putrefcent afpect; all preparations: of 
mercury {hould. be laid.afide, and th¢ fame remedies 
fhould ie prefcribed, agit FOr Riniprbutic ulcer. ; 


which, {QGaits Secs 


Ulcers of long. ribet are. diftule o of cure ;. ied 
in aged perfons, the confequence of fuch cure’is faid 
to, be dangerous. but. .with the interpofition | of-an 
iflue or two, proper, medicines and diet,..many a‘one 
has. been. reftored to the perfect, ufe of their limbs; 
and «a better conititution, by being cured: for it-is 
beyond a doubt, that. afore, with a ‘large furface and 
great difcharge, can be little conducive to the health 
of any.one 5. on the contrary, much, foulnefs. mutt be 
abforbed into the pits and the ftrength ruil be i im- 
eins 
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People of all ages have been cured 6f fuch ulters 
by empirics, without the leaft-atterition to evil con- 
fequences, and have énjoyed- many comfortable years 
in the healed’ ftate ; which clearly proves, that it is 
not fo dangerous to heal’an dbftinate ulcer as it is 
imagined, and that the caution obferved in’ doing 
it, isnot always requifite : ftill; in moft cafes of long 
ftandirie, wherein the difcharge has been great, the 
wary practitioner is much to be commended for en- 
deavouring to infure fuccefs upon the’ fafeft and 
fureft grounds, by putting his patient under a flight 
courfe of alteratives, bark, and a proper regimen. 

The following method of cure is recommended 
from long experience, and has had almoft immediate 
good effect in every kind of compound ulcer, ex- 
cept the carious. If, from the acrid quality of the 
difcharoe, the parts be much inflamed and painful, 
it will be neceflary, for a day or two, after fpunging’ 
them well with a flight infufion of chamomile flowers 
and milk, to apply the emollient poultice with white 
bréad and milk, or Goulard’s vegeto-mineral water, 
which is lefs relaxing than milk, and to give an 
opiate at night, and a gentle laxative in the morning, 
if neceffary. 3 | 

As foon as the painful fymptoms are relieved, an 
iffue is to be eut in one omer thighs, accord. 
ing to the qd@htt of difcharee from the ulcer, 
a piece of foft rag doubled, the fize of the fore and 
parts affected, and moiftened with the camphorated 


vitriolic water, is to be applied, and over ita thin 
comprefs of foft rag; then the part is to be rolled 


up in a fpiral manner, as directed in the compound 
ulcer, with a roller made of foft linen, or fine Welfh 
flannel. It will be now and then right to guard the 
edges with very narrow ftrips of fine rag, thinly 
fpread with white cerate, otherwife the medicated 
cloth may adhere to them, and retard the cure: and 
it will alfo be neceffary, on account of the quantity or 
bad quality of the difcharge, to drefs twice at Jeaft, 

| | in 


@ 


‘PRACTICAL SURGERY. $9. 
in the ewebty four hours. Lenient and ‘cooliig ap: 


PKs: roe. Re (s) ‘oo : Ba gry or ai gt cyt D\ rat cas 
pi setae as Goulard’s’ vegeto-mineral water, 


he faturnine folution, the emollient and faturnine 
poultice, and white cerate, may be occafionally in- 
‘terpofed. A GEEONT oo axiitat agaAy 


“In fothe cafes, where the ulcer is obftinately' foul, 


apiece of foft rag, once doubled; or a flice’of the 


om 


crumb of ftale white bread, gently moiftened with a 
very flight folution of corrofive fublimate in water, 
has, in oné night’s time, rendered it clean, and in a 
fit {tate to profecute this mode a ccure: Tf'the foré 
be of the loofe putrefcent kind, the mercurial folu- 
tion will"give a blackith tinge to the difcharge; and 
pit ae! no means to be repeated : inftead of it, ‘thé 
remedies recommended for the fcorbutic ulcer fhduld 
be ufed.. The diet muft be low or generous ac- 
cording to the immediate fymptoms, and conftitution © 
of the patient. ci hates 

How eafy and fimple a procefs this, in comparifon 
with what is laid down by former writers upon the 
fubje, who have directed us ih 


eRe 


variably, to digett, 
incarn, and cicatrize; to open finuffes, and renove 
‘callous edges ; and who have recommended reft, as 
the fine qua‘non, in every cafe! whereas, by the fore- | 
Poing method, many have gradually recovered with- 
out fubmittine 16 cither of thefe injunctions: the 
general requifites Re an artificial difcharge, the 
fimpleft dreffings, and ftrict bandagé when the ftate 
or fituation of the ulcer will admit: yet fometimes 


_ it/has been neceffary to lie in bed a few days, when 


the part has been much inflamed? but ‘this has 
moftly been requifite, previous tothe commence- 
ment of the method here defcribed. — : 


VENEREAL ULCER. - 


Description. This ulcer is of two kinds ; the firft 
includes chancres, and tumours inthe lymphatic glands, 


called buboes, which occur foon after the venereal in+. 


; . D tercourfe ; 
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tércourfe ; the fecond,., takes in all Ofc ulcers that 


are the confequences of a general infection.. The 


chancre: of the. firft defcription makes its appearance 
ina {mall fpot, or a red pointed itching pimple, 
which turns to a veficle that difcharges a vilcid pus, 
or an. erofive watery fluid; its edges are inflamed 
and painful, or furrounded with ‘callofity, and it 
{preads and produces ulcers in the nig Poolats 
partis 

Ulcers arifing: from a. venereal taint are feldom 
very painful; they ¢ommonly happen in parts that 
are thinly covered with flefh, and firft appear in 
form of a diffufed copper- coloured, efflgrefcence, 
which rifes into puftules, and breaks into a jagged 
er circular hollow ulcer, with thin reddifh edges; 
at firft, difcharging a watery, afterwards, a- filchy 
jelly-like greenifh | matter. Thofe who are accuf- 
tomed to the care of patients labouring under this 
virulent complaint, can judge pofitively “of it at firft 
fight, from the peculiar afpect of the fore, and the 
nature of the difcharge, in fpite of the moft earneft 
declaration of the diftreffed fufferer. 


The principal feats of venereal ulcers are in the 


groin, after the fuppuration of a bubo, in the glans 
~ penis, franum, and preputium, the vagina ~ and 
labia pudendis, which are generally called chancres ; 
thefe are to be met with in ‘both ftages of the in- 
fection: alfo, on the nofe, palate, ‘fauces, uvula, 
and tongue, on the parts covering the bones of the 
head, legs, and arms, and in the bones themfelves, 
all which are the confequences of fecond infection. 
.. Causes. Familiar intercourfe with an infected 
perfon. 

-Curs. Chancres from the firft nfedion fhould 
be now and then touched with lunar cauttic, to pre- 
vent abforption’ of the matter that iffues from 
them, and may be healed with cerate alone, or 
mixed with red preecipitate, fpread upon fine foft 
_ rag. Dr. Saunders pen EDds, a liniment made 


t 3 with. 
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- with calomel one part, and fimple/ ointment two 
parts. Some of the army furgeons fprinkle the fore 
with calomel alone: but when thefe complaints are 
obftinate, fumigation with cinnabar will be moft 
effective. if Cys 
~ Suppurated buboes arifing from the firft infe&tion, 
after being opened by cauftic, may be dreffed like 
the common abfcefs. If the edges grow. callous 
_ and uneven, drefs with mercurial ointment, or red 
_ preecipitate ointment, now and then interpofine the 
- emollient poultice, particularly if the fore and parts 
around be inflamed and tender. It is fometimes ne- 
ceffary oradudlif 
as well as the indurated edges, by repeated appli- 
cations of the lunar cauftic, in order to make way: 
for frefh granulations. | 
Although the moft learned theorifts have pro- 
nounced thefe fores, in what is termed the firft ftage, 
to be local, yet a gentle mercurial courfe is always 
advifeable. The method of introducing mercury 
into the habit moft to be recommended, as being 
leaft noxious, and equally efficacious with any other, 
is by rubbing from one fcruple to two of the ftrong 
© mercurial ointment, compofed of equal parts of lard 
and quickfilver, into the legs or thighs every night: 
which conjoined with a decoction of farfaparilla and 
Maffafras, or of the woods, by a regular perfeve- 
rance, has been known to cure the moft inveterate —. 
difeafe. 
- Various are the: noftrums compounded of this 
ufeful remedy, Mercury, and unaccountable the par- 
ticular attachments to each; but in fpite of all 
myfterious pretenfions, it may be found extremely 
dificult to prove, that every preparation of this _ 
kind will not have the defired effect, provided the 
procefs be regularly and properly purfued, agree- 
ably to the conftitution of the patient. Some will 
eertainly bear mild, others the moft acrid prepara-~ 
tion, with others a change is neceflary: but the in- 
| D2 troduction 


to deftroy the furface of the fore, _ 
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ecodudtion by fri€tion | is mot likely to ‘fuccéed and 
agree beft with weak relaxed habits and tender bow- 
els: A’ decoétion of farfaparilla with me Hie 
oveatly affits; and it/is ‘well known that the bar 


and mezereon decoction has accomplithed arcure: | 


after thé ufé of mercury: It may not be amifs 
oblerve, ‘that the extei af application of laa 
much: more likely to prove efficacious, when made 
ih the ine of the lymphatic vefiels which lead to an: 
cohabit wigan than over the gland itfelf. 


. -Ofh a9 sda th , Scbaawric ‘ULCER. a 


se aa SRE The térm {corbutic has been ape 
plied to various. eruptive: éxulcerations;: which are 
better comprehended under the. different fpecies of 
Herpes... Many inveterate ulcers in the legs are alfo 
improperly called feorbutuc, fince they have beet or 
no tendency tothérregular fymptoms of {curv 

‘The real. fedrbutic ulcer yields a foetid, futon, 
bloody difcharge, .and a.loofe fpungy fleth rifesfrom _ 
the furface and edges of the fore, which ate of a 
‘livid: colour.. With feamen, this kind of fungus 
has been known to foot repeatedly, and to a great 
fizé ; at land, the fymptoms feldom rife fo high. . 

Several of the ulcers.in the legs, with which the | 
poor are particularly affected, arife from, or are ac-" 
companied with, a forbutic {tate of juices; of which 
a bloody fanies lodging on the furface, locfe fpungy 
guins, and livid {pots on the sich are true charac~ 
teriftic marks. _ 

Causes. The caufes are numerous; living too 
long together on falt provifions; being expofed to a 
— mount cold atmofphere, obftructed per{piration, foul 
air, dc. It depends upon a relaxed ftate ‘of the 
folids,. and a certain degree of putrefcency in the 
fluids. The ulcer which is commonly called {cor- 
butic; 1s frequently penaneneh by a want of nutri- 
tious food, 

Cure, 


8 
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. €vre. In ulcers proceeding froma putrefcent 
ftate of juices, abftinence from falt provifions, or 
animal food, is ,abfolutely neceflary. The cure 


greatly depends upon vegetable diet, the antifcor- 


utic juices, of lemons, oranges, limes, of fcurvy- 
prafs, water-crefles, celery, ec. .Maltinfufion, in 


the proportion of one of malt, and two or three of 
_ boiling water, with or without the addition of ‘a few. 


drops of elixir of vitriol, or the finall fpirit of vit 
triol, or fpirit of falt, is a powerful remedy: pa- 
nada boiled with fuch wort); tamarind water, water 
mixed with vinegar, cyder, or acidulated with 


acrid or acefeént juices; whey, butter milk, veget- 


ables, fagoe, and oatmeal conftitute the moft ufeful 
and wholefome dict... The-bark with fpiric of falr, 
or elixir of. vitriol, is univerfally proper. In the 


_ cold feurvy, the warm fallad herbs, muftard ‘and 


* 


at 

ea 

Pd 
a 


hod 


horfe-radifh infufion, and an infufion or decoétion 
of. bark, with the tingture of fteel in fpirit of falt, 
are moft beneficial. Vie DOH 

The moft effectual external remedies are, a flicht 


folution of myrrh in barley water, or decoction of 
bark gently acidulated with fpirit of falt, campho- 


rated vitriolic: water, dry lint, or pledgits of) it 
dipped in an equal mixture of tincture of myrrh and 
honey of rofesy: with flicht comprefs and’ bandage. 


‘If the ulcers ‘be large and painful, a poultice with 


oatmeal boiled in vinegar and water, or it the infu- 
fion of malt, with a {mall portion of oil, may be 
applied over the lint; the carrot, or fermenting 
poultice, made up with a ftrong décoction of bark, 
havebeen of fervice; but of all remedies the flices 
of limes or lemons, repeatedly applied’to the fur- 
face of the fore, are faid to be moft effective, par- 
ticularly an the putrefcent ftate; afterwards, drefs 


asin common. etn) 
The ufe of mercury is' improper in the true {cor- 


_ butic ulcer 3! joined with the bark, it may be ufeful 


of OUiny 
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in what is commonly called fcorbutic, and unat- 


' 


tended with fymptoms of putrefcency, 


SCROPHULOUS ULCER, 


Description. _Scrophula moft commonly fhews 
itfelf by indolent knot or fwellings in the glands 
about the ears and neck, afterwards by indurated 
tumours jn the cellular membrane, about the joints, 


and in the bones themfelves. The eyelids, lips, and _ 


nofe are alfo commonly affected with rednefs, fore- 
nefs, and tumour, which with a delicate complexion 
and foft fkin, are ftrong characteriftics of this 
difeafe. | 

The tumour which this kind of ulcer generally 
fprings from, is foft, moveable, and feldom pain- 
ful; it proceeds flowly to maturation, and fometimes 
fuddenly difappears, to form on fome other part. 
The difcharge from the fcrophulous ulcer is firft, 
vifcid ,and glairy, or whitifh and curdled, after- 
wards changes to a watery fanies, and the edges are 
often much tumefied or thickened. In this difeafe, 
collections of pus have remained a great length of 
-time, without much injury or pain, and the tumour 
will oftentimes continue indolent many years, ’till 
fome new caufe fhall bring the part into action. 


Causes. Bad water, crude aliment, and living — 


in low damp fituations. “It is moft probably here- 
ditary and endemic, and is undoubtedly connected 
with weaknefs of conftitution, particularly affecting 
the lymphatic fyftem. iw OG : ow, 
Cure. . The attempt to cure fcrophulous. ulcers 
will be vain, unlefs the habit is previoufly corrected 
by internal remedies.—Mercurial and antimonial 
preparations with the Peruvian bark are chiefly 
adminiftered in this difeafe. The late Dr. Fother- 
_gill prefcribed invariably a grain or two of calomel 
every night, and from thirty grains to-a dram. of 
the bark powdered, or an ounce of the decoétion 
: 5 Mantes ee . 
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three times a'day. Plomer’s pill, the precipitated 
fulphur of antimony and calomel, alfo bark and an- 
‘timony have been fuccefsfully given. , 

Drinking fea-water and. fea-bathing have: an- 
{fwered well in recent cafes—for which: an ounce of 
Glauber’s falts diffolved in a pint or more of 
water, and taken daily in fuch quantities as will 
gently purge, with bathing in river or {pring water, 
are cood fubftitutes. Dr. Mead trufted moft. fre- 
quently to the following treatment. ~ 


Bark in powder one ounce; cinnabar of an- 
timony finely levigated two drams; mix 
and divide into twelve dofes; one.to be 
taken two or three times a day: two or three . 
erains of cinnamon may.be neceffarily added. 


A pint or more of 'a decoction of farfaparilla and 
faffafras taken daily, is an ufeful addition, and a 
purge with rhubarb and nutmeg, or jalap with ginger 
fhould be given once in the week, 

Cicuta has been ftrongly recommended in this 
~ and cancerous cafes; but it has not proved {fo effi- 
cacious, as the accounts from Vienna gave reafon 
to expect. In young perfons, the aged, “and infirm, 
it has been known to injure the nervous influence 
in great degree: yet is lefs noxious in fuch habits, 
when joined with, mercurial alteratives. \It is) ne- 
ceflary to begin with {mall dofes of the Cicuta, and 
eradually and cautioufly to increafe them. | 

The following formula have been given’ with 
fuccefs in a ftrumous affection of the. maxillary 
and bronchial glands, attended with an obftinate 
cough, after a long alterative courfe, fea-bathing, 
and a journey to Briftol, had proved unfuccefsful, 


Dried leaves of Hemlock two grains, gra- 
dually increafed to ten; Syrup of Tolu fuffi- 
cient to make a mafs for fmall pills, taken 
twice a day with three fpoonfuls of the de- 
‘eothion of bark. 

D 4 _ Prepared 


a See 


- 
+o, 
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Prepared calomel. from one to two ‘grains, 


ftorax pill from three to five grains, a “pill to 
be taken at bed time. 


“ After the fecond week, the decoction was changed 
for two fcruples of bark in powder, with the addition 
of a few drops of the elixir of vitriol, and a few 
grains of rhubarb occafionally. 

The: beft external applications to be kind of 
ulcer- are, the various faturnine Seep aHOnS 5 they F 
may be ufed before and after the (res break, if they 
wear. am inflammatory afpect.. Dry lint is a good 
abforbent; and if the edges or parts adjacent be 
thick and inflamed, drefs with Goulard’ si cerate. 
Fontanels) and gentle compreffion are  neccflary 
auxiliaries. Mercurial ointment has been fuccefs- | 
fully ufed. to refolve indurated tumours of this kind, 
which might otherwife turn, {cwrhous, and incline 
to. be. cancerous, . Dr. Gregory i. his’ practical 
lectures recommends oil of tartar per deliquium; 
onthe ley. of tartar, as a powerful folvent, Eleétri- _ 
city.1s alfo efteemed an ufeful external remedy, in » 
that ftate, by, drawing fparks, or by gradually in- 
creafed fhocks. A {cruple or more of burnt fpunge 
three times a day, and a purge with jalap and 

ginger once a week, has alfo been known ta © 
ucceed. 

_Dr.. De Haen, of Vienna, extols the following 
medicine perhaps too highly. 


Pa 


Nihil album two ounces, egg fhell and fcuttle 
fhell, of each an ounce; fcarlet cloth, fix 
drams; burn them together in a. crucible, 
and reduce to 4 powder. Half an ounee 
of it is to be divided ‘into twelve equal 
parts; one to be taken morning and evening 

_ on thofe days that the purge is not. 


- "Fhe following purge he gives once in fix days. 


ak in aera from a fcruple to half a dram, 
root 
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2) ©, gcroot.of ginger-powdéred from three to: five 


erains. “ 

_ Much has been faid both for and againft giving 
vent to this abfcefs; but whem there is no great 

\ — pain or inflammation nature is generally left to her- 
- _ felf. “One would fuppofe that the fame reafons hold 
© Sood in thisyas in other inftances, when feated near 
a bone’ or joint, and that it cannot be improper 
a) diflodge the matter in fuch a cafe by a {mall 
opening. In large deep-feated fores of this kind, 
the opening with feton is moft proper, from the 
like precaution of preventing a free admiffion of 


ar. ai . : 

If the ulcers difcharge an.acrid, corroding, ouy, 
foetid matter, the neighbouring bone is to be fuf- 
pected. ‘ Carious bones in ftrumous habits are not 
fo eafily affifted as from other canfes. When the 
difcharge and pain do not tend,too muchvto deftroy 
the ftreneth and animal functions, fimple abforbent 
applications and fea-bathing have proved the’ beft 

» palliatives, and nature has fometimes brought forward 
the cure. : e 

The diet fhould be of the dry Kind, and eafy of 
digeftion; animal food and generous wine, egos — 
alfo, are proper in this complaint: lime-water and 
milk, in the proportion of two of the latter to one 
of the former, have been of ufe towards leffening 

_ the quantity of difcharge, and drying up the fore; 

_ particularly if joined with the bark. Moderate exer- 
cife and dry air are alfo neceffary. Pork, butter, 
cheefe, fmoaked meats, fifh and high fauces fhould 

be avoided. pale , : 

The obftruction and thicknefs of the cefophagus, 

_ or what is commonly called the narrow {wallow 
fometimes arifés from fcrophula, This calamitous 
difeafe, if taken in time, may be remedied by a 
fieht courfe of mercury by unction, and occafional 
purges. A gentle fpitting of five or fix an 

eee prune 
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has: proved effective, in two cafes under the Au- 
thor’s care. 


SCIRRHUS AND CANCER. 


Description. Glandular parts being lefs fuf- 
ceptible of inflammation and fuppuration than mem- 
branous, are moft fubject to thefe complaints. The 
parts chiefly affected with fcirrhus are, internally, 
the liver, fpleen, pancreas, mefentery, and uterus; 
externally, the eye and eyelid, nofe, lips, tongue, 
fauces, neck, breafts, armpits, groin, penis, and teftis: 
the lips and breaft are the moft frequent feats of 
thefe diforders. “4 

The {cirrhus which forms Se itfelf, generally be- 
gins with a fmooth, roundifh, flipping knot, feldom, 
bigger than a large hazel nut; gradually increafes, 
with little or no ‘pain; and fometimes {tops in its 
growth, and continues in an indolent ftate for many 
years. “That which is occafioned by external injury, 
or fome inflammatory caufe, is commonly of a larger 
fize at firft, and is at times painful. Should the 
conftitution ‘become infirm and injured, which often 
happens with women, about the time that men- 
ftruation ceafes, the tumour, efpecially that) which 
is formed in the breaft, begins to increafe, grows 
harder, more painful, and of an irregular form; 
the veins, neryes, and neighbouring olands being 
comprefied, their functions are impeded, This may 
be called the /econd, or /cirrhus ftage. 


The third, or occult cancerous face, is known by | 


a frequent fenfe of heat and itching, a pricking and 
darting pain at intervals in and about the tumour, 
and the {kin over the part affected lofing its natural 
complexion. ‘The tumour increafing, tenfion comes 
on, and the teguments ‘begin to appear of a fhining 
reddifh colour; in a fhort t time the part is conftantly 
afflicted with throbbing lancinating pain, together 
with the fenfe of a burning biting “eat ; the colour 

changes 


« 


_ 
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i ee toa dark livid red, and the veins grow 
-varicofe and winding. 

Now follows the fourth ftage, or open ‘Weer atad 
cancer. The fkin being eroded, a thin, blackith 
corrofive matter is difcharzed fran the fore, which 
{preads; the edges fwell, grow inverted, and appear 
like: a comprefied indurated fungus: ‘the burning 
cutting pain deftroys the patient’s. reft_ and ap- 


‘petite; abforption takes place and contaminates the 


general fyftem; the difeafe then feizes other parts, 
the. body: waftes, hectic fymptoms, hemorrhage, 
and deliquia follow, with a quick intermittine 
pulfe, cold partial fweats, and probably a purging, 
which, 1 in a fhort one produce — a long wifhed-for 
diffolution. 

Sometimes the matter ¢ cavates the’ indurated 
parts, forming a deep, ifular, and foul ulcer, 
with jagged edges; a profufe haemorrhage often hap- 


‘pens in this deplorable ftate of the difeate | at other 


times, the texture of the flefh is fo loofe and fpungy 
as to form a confiderable sen that bleeds re- 


peatedly and profufely. 


- There is alfo another kind of cancer, which makes 


ats attack under the form of a fcale or crufty fcab: 


this being repeatedly caft off and renewed, leaves an 


-oozing moifture on the fkin, and forms © tat,” 


eroding ulcer. 

Venereal, fcorbutic, and fcrophulous ulcers, wens 
alfo, and ineluneated tumours on membranous parts, 
will fometimes prove cancerous. 

The danger and fymptoms-vary according to the 
ftate of the conftitution, the particular ftage of the 


complaint, and the nature and importance of its 


fituation. 

Causes, Want of proper food and nourifhment, 
external injury, fudden fuppreffion of the menfes 
or hzmorrhoides, celibacy, fudden cold, irregularity 
in the non-naturals, alfo a a a we cancerous 
yirus Into the habit. 


| Scirrhus 


7 OA 
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Scirrhus im the 1ivercana abdominal vifcera is 
produced, by heat of climate, immoderate ule of 
{pirituous liquors, and obftruction. © Scirrhus in the 
womb, from, difficult labour, neglected prolapfus, 
and conftipated faces, and generally manifefts  it- 
felf after the ceffation of the menftrual difcharge. 

Cure. The moft favourable opportunity. for 
diffolving the tumour is at the beginning of the 
{cirrhous ftate, an alterative mercurial courfe, with 
now and then a purge, will then prove effectual ; 
whereas; when the tumour is inorganical, extirpation 
only will anfwer. | ‘: 

Cicuta has been highly recommended, but has 
not produced fo much benefit as was expected: the 
leaves dried by a gentle heat, powdered, and kept 
in a bottle clofe ftepped, are preferable to the ex-. 
tract. Poultices, made with the expreffed juice or © 
powdered leaves, and mixed up. with white bread 
or linfeed meal, are recommended as folvents; but 
when the tumour § as it were impenetrably hard, 
extirpation is the only remedy. This operation 
performed with the knife, has fucceeded in-every © 
ttage of the complaint, even where the. ribs were 
carious, and the tumour adhered greatly. But how 
much more -eafy, fafe, and certain in its effect, 
would thé operation be, were it fubmitted to in due 
time; to afcertain and enforce which, the following 
hints are here given from a papér written fome time 
fince by the Author of this book, under the title of — 
“* Remarks on the Nature and Treatment of Cancers,” 
and publifhed ia the London Medical Journal, vol. v, 
Pp: 73- ; “7 

“« What pity it is, that in this difeafe, the op- 
portunity of procuring relief is fo often loft! fince 
in the fimple, detached, indurated ftate, excifion is 
attended comparatively with little pain, with no 
danger, and perfect fuccefs. Terror and falfe hope, 
in cafes. of this fort, are too often fuffered to get 
the better of reafon and refolution.. Even men of 

| : great 
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_ great judgment in the proféffion have fometimes 

flattered themfelves and their patients with the hopes 

of avoiding an operation, which, in the early ftage 

” of the difeafe, might produce fo much comfort and 

fecurity. ‘To obviate fuch mifchief, I beg leave 

to prefent the following hints; they may ferve to 

fhorten the progrefs of an evil, which, if neglected, 

i would be. productive of the moft dangerous confe- 

i quences. — é | 

* “1. In its infant ftate,° when thé ‘tumour is 

round, fmooth, and not hard to the’ touch, the 
-difeafe often yields to a gentle alterative courfe. - 

/ «9, When the tumour is large, round, fmooth, 

and indurated, itg/e/dom gives way to that mode of 

treatment. | 


m | 
“3. When hard, unequal, and. attended ‘with 
' pricking pain, it /careely ever admits of relief from 
fuch means; and | believe mever, when it has at- 
tained what may be confidered as a fourth ftage; 
that is, when the tumour is of a ftony hardneis, 
very unequal, and attended with acute darting pains. 
In this latter ftage, when the breaft lofes its natural 
colour, and the nipple.is drawn in, the knife fhould 
be fubmitted to without hefitation: indeed from 
duly confidering the progrefs of the difeafe, as {pe- 
cified in the foregoing hints, it is certain that the 
fafeft and ‘moft proper periods for extirpation are in 
the fecond and third ftaces.” 
~ Scirrhus in confequence of inflammation has been 
greatly relieved’ by electricity, particularly in the 
breaft of a woman, and on the teftis and epididymis 
of a, foldier after hernia humoralis. Both cafes had 
refitted every other means under the direction of an 
able practitioner for near a twelvemonth. Extir- 
pation had been earneftly recommended, but firmly 
objected to by both. Several ftrokes were ‘given 
through the parts affected every morning, and gra- 
dually increafed to a powerful degree. ‘The tefticle, 
in about three months, was reduced full two-thirds, 
~ and 


* 
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and has remained free from much inconvenience for 
feveral years. The tumour in the breaft was by 
Jong perfeverance very much reduced ‘in fize, and 


the patient; though at this time paft fifty years. of a 
age, feels no other trouble thanya kind of ftricture 


about the pat. ie 
The open or ulcerated cancer has been treated 
with fome fuccefs by the following means: 


Crumb of white bread, or linfeed - meal three 


parts; hemlock leaves powdered one part 5. 


mix into,a poultice with chamomile infufion, 

» and apply to the ulcerated, indurated, and dif- 

coloured part every fix or eight hours, ad- 
ding each time a little pure oil. 


The frefh leaves may be ufed in lefs proportion 


during fummer; and the rootiof hemlock feraped, 
and beat up with the bread or meal, in the winter 
time. 

The following pills may be given every night at 
bed time; or eth or twelve. drops of the fublimate 
folution twice a day, with not lefs than half a pint 


of the farfaparilla decoction; a dram of bark alfo is 


to be taken two or three times daily in a cup of the 
decoction with milk. ft 


Calomel prepared one. grain; camphor, .pow- 


dered with a drop of fpirit of wine, three 
grains; and one or two grains of the opiate 
pill; fyrup a fufficient quantity. to be formed 
into two pills, | 


Strained Opium and fine white ‘i: each 
equal parts; make into a mafs for pills of one 
or two grains each. 


Corrofive Mercury fublimate, twelve grains; 
crude fal ammoniac, thirty grains;  {pirit 


of wine 3vj; fpirit of lavender, two drams. 
Mix. 


From 


~ habits, to relax in its ufe o 
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» From eight.to twelve of thefe drops,, with from 
three to five of tincture.of Opium, to. be taken. in. 
full half a pint of farfaparilla decoétion mixed with 
a little milk,. twice a day. Each dofe of the folution 
ought to be taken in the quantity of decoction; 
barley water or gruel here ordered, otherwife the 
bowels will be affected by it, particularly in irritable 
habits... eyes), | > ! | 

_ If the difcharge be great, and the furface be irre- 
gular and {pungy,, the fore, may be. fumigated with 
the following powder: . ial 


Gums olibanum, maftich, and benjamin, each 

equal parts rubbed‘well into powder; fome 
of it 1s to be repeatedly thrown upon a heat- 
ed iron, and the fumes are to be conveyed 
by means of a proper tube, to the ulcerated 
part. ‘The fame proportion of cinnabar. has 
been fometimes added to advantage. 


* 


. The lunar cauftic has been applied with fuccefs 
to the incipient cancer, particularly to the flat erod- 
ing kind, — aGt ons *: 

Jn the method herein mentioned, the mercurial 
courfe is not meant to occafion the leaft degree of 
fpitting; it may therefore be neceffary in fome 

ccafionally, and to throw 
off its effect on the mouth, or falivary glands by a 
gentle laxative or two. “The Bark is a necefiary 


affiftant to the fcorbutic or relaxed habit; in fhort, 


the courfe.is feldom perfect without it. It thould © 
be underftood, that only one of the mercurial pre- 
parations is to be adminiftered at a time. Ne 
It is a received opinion, that this difeafe is ori- 
ginally local; from the favourable change which 
has almoft immediately followed the ufe of the fore- 
going remedies, and from extirpation having been 
attended with perfect fuccefs in the worft ftage of the 
difeafe, it may be thought fo in the ulcerated ftate. 
When the habit is generally contaminated, is not ~ 
sui 7 Pe eh salle aA Cape 
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the effect produced by a pre-exiftent acrid ftate of 
the juices, and frequent abforption of the fcetid 
fanious matter, which lodses from tithe to time on 
the furface of the fore? If fo, the ‘true curative 
intentions are; to correct the habit, and to prevent 
abforption; “which déefign’ the means here’ recom- 
mended bid’ fair to accomplifh, viz. the poultice | 
and fumigation to correct the difcharge, and pre 
vent abforption; thé “bark and i? es to im- 
prove the habit ; and the-opiate to alleviate pain. 
The bark malt intufion with mariné. acid, ¢icuta,; 
and -the opiate. pill are efteemed the-beft. palliatives 
intefnally, and the carrot, poultice externally. It 
may here be allowed, to-obferve, that the, bark is 
generally, adminiftered in. too {mall dofes; many an 
obftinate intermittent which has defeated the effect 
of feveral ounces, of it taken in the ufual mode, | 
has been. effectually routed, by.giving fix or eight 
drams, of it, in dofés of two drams, at proper in- 
tervals, within the firft.ten or twelve hours. of in- 
termiffion. — Ra tt Se ee 
Chimney-fweepers are fubject to the flat eroding 
cancer about the privities. It begins with a reddith 
pimple upon the glans; prepuce, or fcrotum; the 
dry head of which bring rubbed off, the difcharge 
erodes. the fubjacent and neighbouring parts. In — 
two cafes of this kind, the cataplafm with linfeed 
meal’and the root of hemlock, the fublimate diosa 
twice 4 day, with a pint and half of the decodtion 
of farfaparilla with faflafras daily, proved highly 
beneficial. In one the glans penis floughed entirely 
off, in the other the difeafe began with a bulbous 
{welling behind the glans, the fuperior part of 
which was foon deftroyed, together with a part of 
the corpus cavernofum. Both the fores were 
healed; the firft perfon quitted the bufinefs, and 
continued well; the latter could not be perfuaded to 
relinquith the employ, and about the end of three 
yeats the diforder broke out afrefh, and foon reach- ’ 
" ed 
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treated a a cancerous ulcer of this kind on the {cro- 

tum and penis fuccefsfully, by repeated daily im- 

merfions for a quarter of an hour together up to the 

armpits. in the following decortion.- 
,pound of the feeds of the cicuta vulgaris 

* tied up foeey" ina bag, four large handfuls of the 
leaves and flowers, to be boiled i in feven. pailfuls. 
(eight Englifh gallons) of water to fix, the whole 
being put into a wooden trough, with twelve pailfuls 
of cold water added to it, the patient was immerfed 
up to the armpits for the fpace of fifteen minutes.— 
The firft bathing leffened the pain ; the fecond 
leffened the difcharge, , and changed its appearance 
from fanious and fetid to ‘purulent; and ina month’s 
‘time he was cured. As the fore mended, the im- 
merfion was contintied longer, up to half an hour 
‘or more. The’ cicatrix was irregular, and affumed 
a purfed up, unfeemly appearance. Doétor Ha- 
milton recommends its ufe in cancerous rectum 
and uterus, and the jee to be made through 
a ace exible tube by injection during immerfion. 

fe difeafe, the diet fhould be particularly at- 

Weeided to; milk, broths, rice, panada, new-laid 
eggs, fago, tapioca, ‘and rnitlea are the moft pro- 
per kinds of nutriment. Salop, cocoa, tea, choco- 
‘Jate, ‘beef tea, affes milk, turnips and carrots in their 
-feafon, with every day a moderate meal on frefh 
‘beef or mutton, have, in their turns, been the fub- 
fiftence of a perfon afflicted with an “i ge cancer 
for ten years paft. 

Hy The chief points to be attended ‘to in exeirpuciate 
fcirrhous or cancerous tumours are, to preferve fuch 
fkin as is not difeafed, or firmly attached to the fub- 
jacent parts, to: feparate the whole of the difeafed 
“Patt from: that which is: found, to remove every in- 

a, durated 


w 


nian, iis faid to hile 
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idurated partiin the nei pisithood. of the tumour 
cand, if pofible, to heal’ yy the firft i Intention. The 
_prefent mode of operating and treating tumours of 
athis kind{s8 follpideferibed aed under tbe attieles Di ae 
.of ,the Brehay fae 


“IsPIN A VENTOSA. | 


Descruprion.. This diforder is ally under- 
ftood to. be a tumour which-takes its rife in the in- » 
sternal fubftance of the bone... It is frequently. | hard 
and without pain; fometimes it. appears as if puffed 
up with air, and is attended with, fhooting, prick- 
ang pain, from. which indicatior it has itsymame, ° Xo 
“ "oho: fpina. ventofa differs from a common caries, 
iby being the produ étion.-of an abfcefs, or difeafe 
-in.the internal fubft ance of the. bone. It. gradi 
sextends itfelf to the periofteum and common in 
-guments, | which cover and lie near,the part fected, 
sand in time breaks out.,into..an ulcer. of the» me 
‘ftubborn. kind... Jt. may eafily-be diftinguith fro 
the ricketty | fwelling, as. that diforder. mi  ge- 
erally affects. the habic, sparticularly about the. epi- 
-phyfes.of the wrifts a pankles, andis attended with. 
irregular, tumours , withe out pain. There. are. alfo 
fome other. Swellings, the .bones, which | remain — 
free from pain ¢ and ¢rofion-throughout. life... ae 
The pina ,ventofa, is, not » confined to the cylin- 
drical, bones ;.thofe of the head, face,. back, and cheit 
sare , alfo fabjedt. to -it; although the. former, are. the 
Anoft frequent feats, of, that diforder. It is moft 
injurious, when fixed on. the heads and procefies, af 
1BORES. 25 356 On 
Causes. Pie anne! (Cra oHlony, or venereal ea 
-thefis affecting the, lamella, or medullary fubftance 
.of the bone, or injury..done to the external L vettela 
-correfponding ie thofe.of the internal. fubftance. 
Cure. ~ Inthe milder: {pecies of this difeafe, when 
it proceeds from -external injury, cold applications 
with 
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with Goulard’s water and the like, have done sood 
in the early ftage; when it arifes from a difeated 
habit, .an dlterative: mercurial courfe; with decoction 
of farfaparilla, or of > cong together with afcefcent 
-andimilk diet, have reftrained its. progrefs. It fhould 
ibe obferved that difeafe from accidents is generally 
confiried to fetes. 3 laminze; and feldom pro- 
. duce! a deep affeétion of the cylindrical ‘bones, un- 
defs.there! bei fome predifpofing caufe in the con- 
fitution; which the furgeon i ftr iGily to attend 
to. 

When the inctimbent parts begin to bé difcolour- 
ed, ahd are troubled with a pricking pain and burning, 
an-ulcet is orainiy ones without fide the bone; 
at that tithe, an.opening fhould be made fofficient 
tq lay bare the difeafed patt of the bone; if of mo. 
derate extént,'a cauftic may be applied, otherwife 
the knife iwill anfiver ‘better: Perforations as di- 
rected under the article carious ulcer, then become 
necoflary: expedients ; and fuch dreffings are to be 

das will tend to abforb the: difcharge, and 
~ -teftrain: the fleth from ‘fpreading over the denuded 
part of the bone, until the difeafed sa be feparated, 
or the difcharge be dried up. 

aca the whole of the {ubttance i is difeafed; par- 

cularly- if near a joint; amputation is generally ne= 

flary 5. but as M. Le Dran has juftly obferved, the 
: taidbeidon fhouid not be performed on the bone that 
bears the difeafe. 

thas been already noticed that the fubftance of 
the tibia maybe caft out and regenerated, and the — 
ingenious Mr. Park; of Liverpool, has given proofs 
of; the poffibility. of removing rae heads of bones, 
and, akatraeds eyasaeh 
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Description. M. Bouffelin, in his obfervations 
on ae complaint, evidently proves, that in cylin- 
. K 2 drical 
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“drical bones, nature ‘gradually feparates the dead 
parts from the living; and that a portion of bony 
‘matter is effufed, and r enclofed by the old dead bone 
‘in a kind of cafe; alfo, that by removing the latter 
when detached, ‘the new bone will connect itfelf 
with the extreme living ends of the old one, and i in 
-procefs of time, acquire perfect folidity.. 

The marks of this difeafe are, acute pain followed 
by a fwelling of the foft parts, external inflamma- 
‘tion, ending in many fmall abfcefles, which pene- 
trate into that part where the detached piece of bone 
is to be felt;: a’ good looking pus, except when 
complicated with fmall portions of bone; and free 
from a black tinge; and an enlargement. generally 
confined to the bony part, and corre {panging with 
the extent -of the difeafe. 

Curz. .Monf. Bouffelin obferves, shia oe ithe 
difeafe be of long ftanding, the fuppuration | leffens, 
feveral portions of bones have pafied through the 
finuffes; inflammation difappear, and the, new bone 
hath obtained. great firmnefs; there is great}, reafon 
to conclude, that the’ dead part of the bone is fe- 
parated and ‘diffolved, and that nature. has been able 
to effect the cure, lie ch he thinks will. be ‘oftimes 
the cafe. Still he is of opinion, that the tedioufneds 
of her proceis, the difcharge, pain, and othier ciris 
cumftances, may require the’ affiftance of art. “He 
advifes waiting until it is certain that the dead Fast 
of the bone is abfolutely detached, and directs the 


Operator to cxpofe the difeafed part, by -cutting ~ 


into or.removing, the integuments, and fufficiently 
extending the opening in the bone, fo as to take in 
althe finuffes in the fubltance of i it, and in. pro- 
portion to the. fize of the detached portion, the move- 


able ftate of which is moftly to be perceived by 


paffing the probe through one of the finuous ulcers. 
In one of the moft tedious cafes given by Monf. 
Bouffélin, -he mentions removing the difeafed in- 


scar pee fo as to expoie the chief parts of the 
i detached 


PRA CTICAL SURGERY. sR 


detached bone, and give room 1 for the ufe of the 
Tugine and).a convex faw; with which he pene-~ 
trated into the bone; and the upper and lower parts 
of the wound, to the depth of half an inch; and: 
then, with difficulty, removed the intérmediate fpace 
of bone with the affiftance of a mallet and chiffel, 

on account of its uncommon hardnefs. The moitid 
was drefled.as in common, except that the firft 
dreffing was fuffered to remain ’till it was fo moift 
as to be eafily removed, which did not happen: ’tilb 
the fifth day. A fymptomatic fever came on the 
third day; which foon gave way to the antiphlogiftic: 
treatment, and the wound was nearly healed in about 
fix months from the operation. . For further. in- 

formation, vide Ruffel on Necrofis. 


WHITE SWELLING. 


. Deseriprion.. Scarce any difeafe is more pain- 
ful, obftinate, and dangerous in its nature than this. 
It feldom attacks any other parts but the knees 
and ankles. The’ joint has been commonly confi- 
dered as the feat of this complaint, but it is. moftly 
feated without the capfular ligament; it may there- 
fore be properly divided into two kinds, the exterior 
and interior. 

. The firft is of the milder, kind, and comes on 
Pei an acute pain over the joint, and, a fwelling 
that feems to extend icfelf to = tendinous expan- 
fions that furround it. The part where the’ pain is 
‘moft violent, rifes with a puffy elaftic tumour, the 
Cellular membrane gradually thickens, and the {wel- 
line grows uniform, which is fometimes the cafe 
from. the. beginning. Tenfion without difcoloure- 
tion, ftifnefs in the joint, and contraction in the 
flexor tendons, enfue; the ligamentous parts and 
lymphatic glands, together with the facculi mucofi 
near the -difeafed. part, become enlarged, abicefies 
form repeatedly, which at. firft difcharge a purulent 

BZ matter, 
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matter, afterwards a thin foetid fanies; the patient's 
ftrength is worn down by continued pain and dif- 
charge, abforption takes place, a weak quick pulfe, 


colliquative fweats and ftools are the confequents ; 


and unlefs the limb be timely removed, the patient 
falls a victim. i anees 
In complaints of this kind of long continuance, 
the capfular ligament may be eroded; but that fel- 
dom happens, except when the difeafe originates in 
the joint itfelf, or in the epiphyfis. 
_. The interior kind is more inveterate; in this the 
pain is more acute and confined than the former; 
and though the fwelling is not fo extenfive at firft, 


yet in its progrefs, both that and the pain increafe’— 
confiderably; the joint is fenfibly enlarged, the’ 
tumour grows elaftic to the touch, varicofe veins © 


appear on its furface, and abfceffes form, which 


difcharge a thin foetid matter; the bones are tho- - 


roughly carious, fweats and purgings come on fiuc- 
ceflively, and the patient becomes a miferable 
objet. $e be ait 
_- Cavses.. In the outward’ fpecies, the. tendinous: 
and ligamentous expanfions are fit affected. Bruifes, 
fprains, and other external injuries producing in- 
Aammiation on the parts covering the joints, may 
be reckoned as caufes. Rheumatic or other in- 
flammatory affection on thofe parts, alfo produce 
this fpecies. The fecond kind derives its origin’ 
moft commonly from a ftrumous habit alone, or in 
concurrence with fome external injury, 


Cure. Ih the firft ftage of the exterior fpecies, 
it’ will be proper to bleed and ufe cooling remedies 


and. diet. © ‘Topical bleeding’ with leeches and by: 
cupping, are the modes moft practifed; a pill with 
calomel and camphor for two or three nights fuc-' 
ceffively, followed by a cooling purge, and occa- 
fionally repeated; Goulard’s water, Mindererus’s 
fpirit, or vinegar with crude fal ammoniac’ may: 
be freely applied, Should thefe means prove’ in- 


effective, 


mended. - 


PRACTICAL SURGERY. $5 


effective, blifters or Barbadoés tat’ are recom’ 


t 


~ When the inflammation appears to be removed, 
mercurial friction with intervening purges, affifted 
with a laced kneeband, or convenient bandage, 
have proved ufeftl. Should’ the difeorder be fo far 
advanced as to form abfceffes, the matter ought to. 


_ be difcharoed as foon as poffible, if the tumour bé 


large, by incifion with feton. 
The ftiffmefs of the joint, and rigidity of the 
tendons, will moft commonly yield to the repeated 
ufe of the vapour bath, fucceeded by neat’s feet 
eil. The omentum. or caul and guts of a new-flain 
calf, fheep, or other animal, applied for three or 
four hours every day, or plunging the part affected, 
ito-the body of a newly killed’ animal, or covering 
it up with the inteftines taken out warm, and quick 
as poffible, and wrappéd round thé part as long as 
they’ fhall retain their vital heat, have been of fin- , 
gular ufe, ae | sti 
Tf, notwithftandine the repeated’ application of 
thefe’ means, the difeafe ‘fhould..increafe, and the 
-eonftitution, from pain, difcharge,; and’ fever, be 
finkine in extremé, efpecially when the diforder lies 
Rear the largér joints, the only refource’ is ampu- 
tation. The electric fhock is faid’to have been of 
ufe inthe éarly ftage of this complaint:: © 
- In the- worft kind} the habit muft be corrected; 
- mercurial unction, antimonials; and bark, are the 
moft likely means’ to fucceed, after the inflamma- 
tion and: pain have been relieved, as before di- 
rected. In the fmaller joints,’ the difeafed bone 
has been known to feparate, and the cure has foon 
‘Ollowed. -Yet in the larger joints, fome young 
fubjects, too timid to fubmit tothe operation, by 
the affiftance’ of opiates, lime-water and milk, the 
bark, and proper diet, have been able to ftruggle 
_ through the very worft ftage of the-diforder, the 
i. EOE NASER TOW LIBR 4 e008 difcharge 
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; difcharge having gradually dried up, and the joint 
being completely anchylofed. 


TINEA CAPITIS. 


. Description. This diforder more particularly 
affects the hairy fcalp. Some writers confider it as 
a fpecies of the herpes exedens;. but from the flow- 
nefs of its progreis, and its external appearances, — 
one would rather fuppofe it partakes of the lepra. 
Sauvages fays, that the lepra, ichthyofis frequently 
accompanies this difeafe; there feems to. be little 
difference berween that and the tinea, except that 
the fcales of the latter become thickened ina greater — 
degree, which particular may arife from the excre- 
tory juice near the bulbows roots of the hair on the 
head, being naturally of a more vifcid nature than 
that which iffues from other parts.» It frequently — 
_ begins with an increafed quantity of feurt upon the 
“head. 

The Tinea may be divided into two kinds, the 
dry and the moift. The firft forms into a. white 
cruit, or fcab, which fometimes extends over the — 
Fasehends the laft is of a more thin acrid nature, 
and does not fo readily produce the thick feab, but. 
eats deeper into -and {preads further about the fcalp, 
forming, as it were, a kind of quagmire under the 
integuments. Both forts are attended with much 
itching, and a very difagreeable fcent. It is more 
or lefs. obftinate, according as it is entangled with the 
hair; and when the roots of the hair, which feem 
to be the feats of the complaint, are greatly fwelled, 
it becomes extremely difficult to cure. 

This fpecies of acrimony may be communicated 
by contagion; wearing the»fame cap, fleeping on | 
the fame pillow, or even ufing the fame comb, will - 
convey it from the head of one perfon to that of an- 
other, and produce difeafe. Children are much more 
fufceptible than adults; anc when greatly afflicted, 

their 
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their complexions row wan, and the conftitution 
. fuffers both from abforption, and the partial ob- 
ftruction of the perfpirable matter, which is conta- 
minated with the acrid matter lodged under the fcabs. 

The crufta lacteze which are dry, white, crufty 
{fcabs; formed on different parts’of the head, face, 
and neck of children, alfo the moift ulcerations of. 
the fcalp called achores, are moft. probably of the 
SANG te pees 6 4 | A ky . 

Causss, The tinea may arife from external com- 
‘munication; from a morbid ftate of the excretory 
juice at the roots of the hair, which may or may not 
be contaminated, with a general acrimony of the 
habit, want of cleanlinefs, and an impoverifhed ftate 
of the blood. ! | . 

Cure. Former practitioners fuppofing this com- 
plaint to arife from a vitiated ftate of the juices, 
reprobated the ufe of repellents, and never attempt- 
ed tocure the flighteft degree of the difeafe, without 
{flrong. evacuants,. and a ftrict alterative courfe; 
fome of modern date confider this, with moft difeafes 
producing ulceration in the fkin, as merely local, 
and often venture upon their ufe without the leaft 
precaution; either of which extremes muft be: bad, 
the former by adminiftering active medicines without 
an adequate caufe;'the latter from not duly con-— 
fidering the mifchiefs which fometimes: affect . the 
seared fyftem, when acrid matter is fuddenly ab- 

orbed. Surely it muft’be confiftent with reafon and 
found practice to be governed, in all fuch matters, 
by the nature of the habit, and the quantity or qua- 
lity of the difcharge. ry | 
In the early ftage, the hair fhould be kept clofe 
cut or fhaved, and the head wathed with fea water 
twice a day; if fea water cannot be conveniently 
had, a moderate folution of common falt, or Epfom 
falt, in water, may be fubftituted, now and then 
giving a purge with rhubarb, or jalap and cream of 
- tartar, ; 

In 
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“Yh the more advariced flate, the parts fhould’ be 
repeatedly fmeared Over with tar ointment, made of 
equal parts of the beft’ Stockholm’ tar and mutton’ 
{uér, flowly melted together; gently rubbing off 
the fcab'with' afoft piece of flannel, and when the 
fores are ‘properly cleanfed, applying rags wetted 
- with’ camphorated vitriolic water, or a folution’ of 
falt of {teel, or dabbing them with a weak folution 
of corrofive fublimate in water, in no greater pro=* 
portion than eight grains to a pint. Cleanfing the 
uléerations ‘with tar ointment, and dreffing them 
lightly with the mercuty-preecipitate ointment of the 
London Difpenfatory, have'alfo proved effective, 

When the’ difeafe is “fo far advanced, that the 
roots of the hairs are much thickened, and the fealp’ 
is deeply affected, no remedy is likely to prove ef- 
fe€tual without removing the’ hairs by the roots; 
which: may be done at different times; and with lefS 
pain than ufual, by fuffering the hair to grow a 
Itttle, then applying a portion of pitch platter to the. 
part intended to be: depilated, and afterwards draw- 
ing off the hairs, according to the eourfe in which! 
they naturally grow. Ar each’ removal the part 
fhould be fpunged clean with watny water, and firft’ 
touched’ with a liniment coripofed of one part white’ 
precipitate ointment, and two-of white cerate, af 
c€rwards, dabbed with the camphorated vitriolic 
water, or with the weak folution of fublimate jut 
mentioned. . 

‘ Upon the firft attempt to cute i in the latter bees 
it will be proper to form an artificial otitlet, and to 

urge with rhubarb or jalap, with calomel ora’ 
dofe of falts, accordin¢ to the ftate’ of the difcharge, 

which fhould be repeated occafionally 5 arid’ on’ the? 
intervening days, a powder with’ crude antimony’ 
prepared, anda few erains of giim euaiacum, or 

the alterative powder, “with decoétion of farfaparilla 
and fafiafras, mentioned under the article ferophulous 
ulcer 5’ 
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ulcer; or Dr. Heberden’s Elect. var i as 
follows : 


Crude antimony prepared, and pale bark in 

_ powder, each half an ounce; bark of faffa- 
fras powdered, one dram and a half. Rub 
thefe well together. From one fcruple to a 
dram two or ‘three times a day, with half a 
pint of élm- bark decoétion. 


‘Tt may be proper to obferve, that in very young 
perfons, calomel will be unneceffary when the mer- 
curials are applied externally. When fuch’ altera- 
tives are ordered, a purge fhould be given’ once in 
fix or feven days. . 

Lime water and milk. duly proportioned, as in 
the article ferophulous ulcer, 1s proper both exter- 
nally ‘and internally in the moift kind; alfo bark in~ 
fufed in lim¢-water. A blifter, iffue, or feton fhould 
be opened in the nape of the neck, at the very firft 
of the procefs.. 

Dr. Duncan, of Edinburgh, recommends firft 
the application: of a. white bread poultice, or the 
_ crumb of white bread; to be moiftened, well with 

the mercurial lotion jult mentioned ; Reem OF, the 
following liniment : 


Verdigreafe. finely bhai, half a dum: 
fimple unguent an-ounce and an half, or two 

ounces: Mix. Half a dram to be applied 
night and morning, 


OEDEMA. 


Description. This kind of tumour affects dif- 
ferent parts of the body, particularly the legs and 
feet; it is often circumfcribed or confined, fome- 
times more. generally diffiifed ; is cold and pallid, 
attended with little or no pain; retains the print of 
the finger when preffed upon it, and occafions no 
great alteration in the fkin, except tenfion and a 

_fhining 
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fhining {moothnefs. This is called by fome, cedema 


frisidum, to diftinguith it from another kind, named 
callidum, which is “commonly mixed -with ery fipelas, 
and yields a glowing heat, is fometimes free from 
rednefs, but attended with a deep feated pain and 
eirting tichtnefs. 

Causes, Weaknef and MRA yon in the lym- 
phatic fyftem, irregularity in diet, intermittents, 
hemorrhage, afthma, phthifis, a fedentary life, 
menftrual obftruétions, induration of the mefenteric 
glands, and compreffion of the abdominal veffels. 

Cure, It is fometimes dangerous to ufe repel- 
lents in the difperfion of thefe tumours: the habit 
ought to be altered and ftrengthened by internal 
remedies and proper regimen. "The curative inten- 


tion ought alfo to be adapted to the nature of the 


caufe, and the prevalent difeafe in the conftitution. 
In the relaxed and aged habit, warm gentle laxa- 
tives, proper nutriment, plenty of bark ‘in red wine, 
and chalybeates, are moft likely to relieve: dry fric- 
tions and the fpiral bandage, or laced ftocking, are 
neceffary affiftants. The “diet fhould in general be 
ftimulating and generous, and the air dry and warm. 
‘The hot acrimonious kind, which generally at- 


tends bilious eryfipelatous habits, is to be treated. 


according to the directions for Ery/ipelas. 


ENCYSTED TUMOURS. 


Description. Thefe tumours appear in different 


parts of the body, and are contained in membra- 
nous bags, formed by the cellular membrane being 
comprefied and condenfed; they contain fluids of 


various confiftencies, from the. particular ftate of - 


which they are nominally diftinguifhed. 

When the contents are of a pappy confiftence, 
refembling pafte or a poultice, the tumour is called 
Atheroma ; \f it hath a refemblance to honey, Me- 
liceris; and if fuet like, Steatoma. 'Thefe tumours 


are moftly very {mall at firft, and increafe flowly, . 
till’ 


Savor ‘PRACTICAL SURGERY. 61 


till thev- arrive at an enormous fize. Mr. Petit 
mentions one. which he extirpated, that weighed 
_ Upwards of twenty pounds. They form without 
rednefs, heat, or pain; but when large and. f{cirr- 
hous, much pain and danger may follow. 

The Atheroma is foft,.: regular, and: moft. fren. 
quent, and is chiefly attendant on {crophulous ha- . 
bits; the: Meliceris is alfo not unfrequent ; and ‘the 
Steatoma: ‘commonly attacks the moft healthy....:The 
two firft.are not fo eafily to be diftinguifhed from 
each other ; 3 othe laftis» more firm to the touch: than 
‘the former, and does not admit of fluctuation. 

Thefe tumours are generally terméd wens; but 
fuch only as are formed of,the membranous. or cag 
parts are entitled to this appellation :.. indeed,, 
{mall portion: of lymph: is fometimes found i in sie 
centre of thofe fwellings. | 

The Ganglion is a fpecies of encyfted tumour of 
the meliceris:kind, which is formed within the ten- 
_ dinous theca; its contents Roh refemble the white 
of an ego, ioc 

Causr. Encyfted ‘tumours may Ne peatnably 
fuppofed to originate from injury done to the cel- 
lular and adipofe membrane, together witha partial 
_- impediment:to:abforption. 

Ganglions are commonly Aa onal from the fame 
cables! yiss4 

Cure. "Rindyited tumours, like’ hole inf the 
{cirrhous ‘kind, ought to. be ‘more attendéd to in 
the infant ftate : rubbing them. at that. time. with 
mercurial ointment will fometimes difperfe them. 
Some-have been brought to maturate by means. of 
the warm ‘gum platter, or fuch slike application; 
but the quickeft and moft eligible method of getting 
rid of them is by excifion: taking care, to: remove 
the whole of the cyit, if practicable, with, fafety. 
‘Thofe which are {mall and have a flender’ bafe may 
be extirpated by ligature. 

If in the operation by excifion the cyt fhould be 

wounded, 
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wounded, which is often done when the tumour 
runs deep within the interftices of the ‘mufcles, the 
contents fhould be preffed out; andas much of the 
cyft fhould be diffected away.as can be done with con- 
venience and fafety: the remainder may be deftroy- 
ed with mild efcharotics, or left to fuppurate and 
diffolve away. 3 , 

In every cafe where the tumor is net pendulous 
or large, a ftrait incifion in its full extent will give - 
fufficient room to difleét away the «cyft, and the 
wound may be afterwards managed according to the 
treatment Jaid down under the article, Diforders of 
the Brea. Endeavouring, if at all practicable, to 
heal by the firft intention. If the tumour be large, 
a cruciform incifion, or tranfverfe fection on oné 
fide, may afford convenient room for ‘its temoval, | 
In order to render the fkin, in’ laree) tumours, 
more fuitable to’ the purpofe of healing — by 
the firft intention, it will be convenient to take 
away a-part of the loofe teguments in fuch direc- 
tion as will beft admit of the edges being placed in 
tecular contact with each other. Sas 3 

Incifion with feton has fometimes anfwered in the 
fofter kind of -encyfted ,tumour. | 

Ganglions have been frequently removed by pref- 
fure: with thin fheet lead and proper bandage, or 
by a fudden blow. Many which greatly impeded 
the ufe of the fingers and wrift, have been dif- 
perfed by gently and repeatedly beating them with 
a fmall thick ferula, ‘fo as not to ‘bruife the part, or 
oceafion much pain. If they fhould refift thefe at- 
tempts, excifion, as in the encyfted tumour, will be 
neceflary. Fora fingular operation on the wrift in 
a tumour of this ‘kind, vide Mr. Warner’s:Cafes in 
Surgery ; wherein he gives a particular inftance of 
the neceffity for making the external wound of full -— 
extent with the tumour. ey 
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_ Descrivrion. A foft, Aatulent eumour, ions 
under the fkin, fometimes of ereat thicknefs, .and 
‘fpreading throughout the body ; the face being fo 
diftended, as not to leave the leaft trace of a feature. 
Upon preffure, the air withdraws itfelf with a crack- 
ling .noife, -but ,the. part .comprefied.immediatelyre- 
turns to its former ftate.,. Jt-is, attendant on wounds 
that penetrate, the cavity,of, the thorax, on injuries 
of. the lungs, received -by;the, points of a fragtured 
rib, or on, wounds in the. larynx: ‘itis alfo partially 
produced in,contufed woynds: about the -head, -face, 
eyelids, fcrotum,. &¢,,.yif,the air fhould), efeape 
from the lungs into the thorax, relief mutt:be. IRS 
dily;adminiftered,) . 43 wy, 

Causes..It.is. ‘occafioned. ‘paar Fontuiesk narefied 
air forcing itfelf into.the. cellular membrane, er var 
finding 1 its way into the. cells, by the. ips‘s of. ca wounds 
putridity, is.alfo-a caufe.’ A sii E 9tg° bs 
» Cure. Ther natyraly indication of a, Gutes ig. 
expel. the confined air, asyfoon as pofiible,, iii is 
mott. likely. to.be affected, by. prefling the ingluded 
fluid, out-at an. orifice. dn. :the.‘fkin or. the wound, 
and. applying, thick. compre fles wetted. ,with. Samy 
phorated, {pirits, .with aft bandage over all. 

Tocifions. or. punctures. fhould be made into the 
cellular membrane in different parts ,of jthe.,body, 


» through which the air may be repeatedly excluded 


“by prefflure ; 3, after,which comprefies dipped in)Min;- 
* ares s fpirit, .or fharp vinegar, and .a -tight,-ban- 

ould -be. applied to,the, different parts: where 
the 5 tat were made.) When it arifes ftom 
a i d, it,may..be proper to. enlarge the opening 
and. if. refpiration'be difficult, blood mutt! be she 
from the arm, repeatedly, as in the pleurify. Nitre 
and antiphlogiftics are alfo neceflary; particularly 
when, a rib is fo frattured as as to produce this unto- 
ward complaint. 


Poe ae eee te “When 
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When a quantity of air is confined in the cavity 
of the breaft, and the vital functions are danger- 
oufly obftructed, the paracentefis is the chief re- 
medy. | 


WARTS. 


Description. Thefe are excrefcences of the cu- 
tis conneéted with the cuticle, which infeft moft 
parts of the external furface of the body, but more 
particularly the hands; they are of ‘different fize 
and figure, broad ‘and flat, flender, or pendulous : 
fome break through the cuticle and become irregu- 
Jar in their furfaces, and from their appearances are 
termed feeded warts. Det ee 

Warts fometimes.grow to a large fize, and are 
very troublefome and tender, particularly thofe on 
the eyelids ; if not meddled with, they will gene- 
rally fuppurate and diflolve away; but when irri- 
tated, are apt to grow hard; dry and fungous. They 
may be removed by abfciffion or ligature, with a 
fingle horfe-hair, regularly and repeatedly tightened. 
When the afpect of thofe which are feated on the 
lips, face, and eyelids, is of the livid caft, and the 
adjacent parts are hard, ‘tender, and inflamed, 
there is fome danger of their proving cancerous. 

Cure. Warts that have a flender bafis may be 
removed by means of a fingle hair ligature, or a 
fine filken thread waxed. They are alfo to be ex- _ 
tirpated by abfciffion with a pair of fharp-pointed 
fciffars, or a {mall fcalpel. Cauftic applications are — 
alfo ufed to deftroy them; but care muft be taken 
to limit their action, by touching the part lightly 
and often, when there is ‘reafon to fear injuring a 
fubjacent ligament or tendon. Oil of vitriol, aqua 
fortis, or butter of antimony are often recurred to 
for that purpofe, but require caution. The juice of | 
‘celandine and fpurge laurel have proved effica- 
cious in the foft and fmaller kind. Some have been 
Z removed 
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_ removed by rubbing them with crude fal ammoniac, | 
or ufing a flight folution of ; it in oxycrate, or by | 
dabbing them “with the lees of tartar. 

‘Corns are a fort of horny excrefcence orowing 
on the feet and toes, and on the hands of labourers. 
Thefe callofities refemble an inverted wart, and afe 
feated in the cutis’ and cuticle, arife chiefly from 
preffure and attrition, and when rooted near a ten- 
don become extremely painful. 

The eafieft and beft‘mode of getting rid of thefe 
troublefome companions is, to avoid all uneafy pref- 
fure, and:apply a piece of plafter, little more than 
the’ fize of the cofn, fpread with the foap or fimple 
litharge plafter, to be kept clofe on the part for four 
or five days together, in order to foften its furface ; 
this being’ removed the fodden part is to be 
pared off, but by no means fo low as to touch the 
quick ; the whole to be renewed and repeated once 
in five or fix days, till the corn appears likely to 
-turn out.at the root, or wafte away: it will be ufe- 
ful to foak the part in: bran and water, were to 
each cutting. : 

\ Lumours called Onions are Shier and more exten- 
fively feated than corns, and’ are extremely dificulc 
to get rid of; they fometimes inflame and fuppurate, 
~andrequire. fome art to: heal them. ‘The fuppu- 
‘rative cataplafm and light eafy dreffings “are the: beft 
applications. There are “inftances of. perfons fub- 
‘mitting to-have a toe sabe to! get rid of this 
painful g ouetk. BOD Mh dik chia 
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Dascriftion. A wound is) avrecent’ x Nae of. 
the foft parts. of abe body and the connecting tegue 
ments.: | | 

A wound is more or lef important) labcarditts 
to: its: fize, - the fharpnefs. of the inftrument with _ 


uhichy 1 it: was made, the ‘part of the body imwhich»ic 
Me was 
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was receivéd, the nature -of ‘the parts injureds and 
the ftate of the habit; ). go” no 1. 
The numerous diftingtions which authors gene- 
rally make with refpe& to this fubject, rather tend 
¢o)perplex sthans-explain it, © The ‘whole may be 
omprehended under the following heads, viz. the 
dimple ‘incifed) the lacerated, and the complicated. 
_~ Whe Simple Incifed Wound 1s a mere feparation of 
parts, and in a healthy fubje&, generally admits of 
the »union ~which is termed healing. by the firft in- 
tention. | fodnponen an ¥ 
«(The Lacereted Wound is when the fepanation ts 
4rregular ; -it nay: be produced by violent diftention, 
laceration, or punétufe, and is of -a niuch -worle 
kind than the former. hae 
The Complicated Wound is accompanied with one 
or more of the following circumftances; viz. con~- 
tufion, lofs of fubftance, or fome violent fymptom. 
Wounds, where a-large blood veffel, a nerve, ten- 
don,.or the bone is injured, are of this kinds gun- 
‘Shot.and venomous wounds may be alfo ‘ranked in 
this clafs, together with thofe that are produced , by 
thorns, fplinters, .glafs, 8c. ‘when ‘the, extraneous 
-body:is lodged) in the part. vleedehe 
_, ,xAn incifed wound generally. bleeds freely; a con- 
tufed wound feldom does.; The pain, infamma~ 
‘tion, é&c.-are more violent in the latter, and, if the 
Anjury-be, great, gangrene 4s. not unlikely to: follow. 
. When an-artery 1s wounded, the blood rufhes out 
by ftarts, and is of a florid colour; if a ein only, 
the blood is of a darker hue, and flows in a moder 
‘rate and equal ftream. | f 
_ A tharp fhootine pain, attended with inflamma- 
‘tion, -fpaimodic contraction, and. rigidity, with a 
Alfs. of :.fenfe:and motion in the part, indicates-ia 
-principal nerve or tendon to be injured; rigor, 
-fever, delirrem;and other alarming fymptoms fome- 
-times fueceed; fubfultus tendinum, lockedjaw, and. 
»even death have sproved the confequences of fuch 
} ce wounds. 
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wounds, ;A flight cut in. the ‘extremities, with a 
jagged or paigb: edged inftrument, in irritable. habits, 
has been fometimes attended with a locked. jaw. 

When a flefhy. part only is wounded, the, pain, is 
generally obtufe, andthe fymptoms are moderate. 
mi Tumour, heat, rednefs, inflammation, and pulfa- 
tion in the part, are the common. attendants of 
wounds ; burif no.tumour or inflammation arife about 
the wound, it proyes..that the vital. heat is defective 
and, threatens ill : fhould thefe fymptoms be .excef- 

‘five, gangrene may follow. Wounds. in the joints, 

lungs, belly, or {pinal marrow, are .always, dan- 
gérous ; the latter always produce palfy in the nether 

ALES S54 ye oy 

‘ “Wounds of. the Internal Parts. The feat.and ex- 
_tent.of fuch wounds are to.be afcertained by. the di- 

“rection, the nature of the difcharge, and the diffi; 
culty attending. the action. or function of particular 
parts. | 

In -wounds of ithe £. abi toy or Wi indpipe, the 
breath paffes out ,at the orifice, blood is coughed 
up, and.the patient finds great difficulty in fpeaking. 

JE, the: Bfo phagus, or. Gullet, be. wounded, the. 
aliment finds its way through the opening, degluti- 
tion. is painful. and obftructed ; hiccup, vomiting, 
deliquium, and cold disats commonly, attend fach 
“an injury. 

_. Wounds of the Lungs, are known. ‘by. tenbiue? up 
frothy florid. blood, and: by the fame flowing. through 
the opening, pain and jdificulty of breathing, de- 

liguium, irregular pulfe, 8c. and from, the air in 
infpiration making its way, through the.wound. — . 

Symptoms of wounds in the Diaphragin are difi- 

_culty_of: breathing, , hoarfenels, hemoptoe, .and yn 
-under the falle, rabs...5) 0, ° 
| In wounds of the. Spinal Adocedee the parts, re- 
ceiving nerves from thence beneath the, wound, ,be- 
come paralytic. A 

Wounds of the “Receptacle af the Chyle, or Ti hovgeir 
F 2 Dude, 
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Dué, difcharse a light ereyifh fluid, and the Pe 
tient fhrinks and! ‘grows weak: 


Wounds of the Liver and. Spleen, sitdihe a 


blackith coloured blood from the right or left’ “hy- | 


pochondrium, and are attended with great difficulty 


of breathing. In affections of the liver, a’ pain is. 


eid felt in the right arm and fhoulder. | 

Wounds of the Svomach are attended with’ the 
fame fymptoms as thofe of the Gudlet. 

When chyle and indigefted aliment are difcharged 


through a wound,’ the Small Inteftines are injured; if. 


the excrements fhew themfelves, the Barat oe 
tines ace: moft. probably hurt.. 

The Gall Bladder, or Duodenum, are pencralies in- 
jured, when the direction of the wound lies ‘to- 


wards the feat of the liver, and a quantity of ferous © 


and bilious fluid is difcharged.» 


In wounds: of the Ria the urine is bloody, Z 


and much pain is felt between the groin and tefti- 


clés ; if the urine be difcharged through’ the wound, z 


the Ureter or the’ Bladder is-injured. 
In wounds of the Uterus, great pain is felt 3 in the 


‘groins and: ae and’ ‘blood flows from the poten - 


dum. 
Wounds in ~ the ° Solteminas Vifcera are generally 


‘attended with vomiting, ‘hiecuping, Fy ACORES dimi- 


nution of fight, and cold fweats. 


© Wounds in the Head, which reach the pericranium — 


‘only, are fometimes attended with - violent fymp- 


‘toms; but when the fkull ‘is injured, great ftupor | 
‘generally enfues ; and if the brain or its “membranes ‘ 
be hurt, vomitings, ftupor, lofs- of’ fpeech, paraly- : 


ie cand convulfions,’ frequently- “fuccéed. 
~Contufed wounds on the head, which. have ap- 


pened to be flight, have fornetiines been followed — 
with fatal fyrnptoms. ‘Surgeons ought therefore to— 


“enquire minutely into the: flaté of the parts injured, 
the nature of the blow or fall by which the wound 


was occafioned,’ and the ftate of the patient’s fenfes 
cn, A im=- 
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immediately after receiving it;. in order neh proper > 
evacuations and regimen might. be purfued, to pre- 
vent inflammatory fymptoms, which have come on 
unexpected about the twelfth or fourteenth day 
from the accident, fometimes much Jater, 

If upon paffing the probe beyond the wound- 
ed integuments, a puffinefs fhould be felt in the 
pericranium, that membrane is moft probably de- 
tached ; which is a prefuumptive proof that the blow 


‘was given with ecreater force than the external ap- 


pearance of the wound indicates: and that the con-- 
cuffion which the brain muft have fuffered, ought 
to be duly attended to, particularly if the fenfes be 
rather difordered. ; 

Causes. Inftruments either blunt or fharp, which 
by violent application externally, are capable of 
Producing a folution of continuity in the different 
Parts of the body ; they may alfo be occafioned fm 


extraordinary diftenfion. 


Cure. Before the general ee a of cure is ex- 


plained, it may not be amifs to mention the vague 


notions of the nature and treatment of wounds ° 


entertained by furgeons not many years ago; when 


the procefs of cure was fuppofed to be chiefly ef- 


_ fected by art, and briefly to notice the opinions. of 


thofe of the prefent day. 


The progrefs of cure was then divided into four 


| different ftates: the firft was called the crude ftate, 


‘: 


in which the difcharge was thin and fanious; to 
correct, which, grealy “and warm dreffines were ap- 


plied towards bringing on the ftate of digeftion, 


which was diftinguithed by an uniform, laudable 
pus, as’ it was Sere when the wound appeared 


clear and red, the bufinefs of incarnation began, 


which was fuppofed to be carried on by means of ‘far- 
cotic medicines, or medicines that had the power of 
generating and promoting the growth of flefh; and 
at length, ~ when the hollow of the fore was properly 


vai up, they proceeded to cicairization, 


ny Bey © More 
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More modern practitioners aré convinééd that fia- 
ture is the principal agent in healing wounds ; an 
phyfiologifts have clearly asia hie ‘ate differ- 
ent proceffes by which it is accomplifhed. .— | 

The firft and moft ready, is that which is com- 
monly called healine by the firft intention; this 
is frequently perfected, in a frefh-bleéding incifed 
wound, without inflammation or fuppuration, provided 
the parts divided havé not béén long kept afunder, 
or no conftitutional difeafe interferes; by placing — 
the edges of the wound as appofité and clofe to- 
gether as poflible, and retaining them fo by flips — 
of adhefive plafter, and, if requifite, thé interrupted 
future. — . 

The fecond procefs is brought about by what is 
termed adhefive inflammation, or rather adhefion, of © 
the raw furfaces without inflammation, fuppuration — 
being the moft probable confequence of thé parts 
inflaming. If fo much time has been loft that the 
mouths of the fmall veffels are collapfed or retracted, 
although the divided parts are in fome deerée in- - 
flamed, the wound may be healed by placing the. 
edges properly together, and ufing the farhe means_ 
as directed in the firft procefs. ae 

The third and moft dilatory natural procefs, is 
that by fuppuration, granulation, &c. It is certain, © 
however, that this tedious method might be often 
evaded, were the two former proceffes more resu- 
larly attended to. i 

Where, then, no extraneous body interrupts, nod — 
principal blood-veffel, nerve, or tendon is wounded, © 
and the ftate of the divided parts will admit, the 
edges of the wound are tobe placed as appofite and — 
clofe as poffible, and to be retained fo, by flips of 
plafter, and the interrupted future, if neceflary. Lint, 
moiftened with traumatic balfam, of, in irritable — 
habits, fpread with yellow or white cerate, is to be — 
applied over all, with a flight comprefs and retaining — 


bandage. 3 


-_ 
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- Tf an ‘arterial branch be divided, and be’ ne- 
eeffarily fecured by means of the tenaculum and li- 
gature, the ends of the latter are'to be left a proper 
ieneth without the edges.of the wound: | 

The ftrips of plafter, and other dreffings, will 
generally call for renewal on the fourth or fifth day, 
_ fdooner or later according to the degree of adhefion, 
 difcharge, or cohefion of the parts ; ftudioufly avoid- 
ing the il confequences of expofing the wounded 
parts to the air, which muft attend too frequent or 
tedious dreffing. Should inflammation come on ra- 
pidly, it will be neceflary to remove the ftitches, and 
repeatedly to apply cloths wetted with faturnine 
lotions, and to order gentle evacuants, and proper 
regimen. By fuch means, the cure of a common 
fiefh-wound may be completed in one-fifth part of 
the time that it ufed to be, unlefs fome conftitutional 
il fhould prevent. — 8 thie, 

The Lacerated Wound, when deep, angular, and 
’ Targe, or where a part is nearly torn off, requires the 
interrupted future ; but if there be much lofs of fub- 
_ ftance; an extraneous fubftance.unavoidably remains 

therein, or if the contufion be great, both future and 
bandage fhould be omitted, and it muft be treated 
jike a wound of the complicated kind. 

The Complicated Wound feldom admits of either 
future or bandage. In this clafs it is alfo neceflary 
to remove al! foreign bodies, to ftop the haemorrhage, - 
and, after having fponged the part well with warm 
water, to apply lint, dry; or armed with the bal- 
fam; ftill remembering ‘that the milder dreffings 
are beft adapted to irritable habits, and that the 
wound fhould not be expofed too foon, or too often. » 
Thick pledgits of foft lint, moiftened with folutions 
of the gummy or balfamic kind, feem beft to anfwer 
the intention in wounds of this. order, as they will 
form a fticking croft, perfectly defenfative againit-the 
air. A covering pledgit of fine tow, or doubled rag, 
- fprpad with cerate, is preferable to {ticking platter, 
i eae a : which 
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which is too generally ufed upon fuch occafions, 
fince the former can be removed without occafioning 
the leaft irritation. If the inflammation be great, © 
the beft external applications are, faturnine water, or 
bread poultice. 

When the conftitution is in too languid a ftate, 
warm poultices fpread thick with the. bread and 
cummin, cataplafm, or {trong beer grounds and 
flour of oatmeal poultice, The bark, ‘decoétion of 
{nake-root, &c. fhould be copioufiy adminittered, 
reft and fleep indulged, and opiates with laxatives 
fhould be given occafionally. 

If a Nerve or Tendon be divided in part only, the 
pain, inflammation and fever are much more violent 
than when a total divifion has taken place; it is 
therefore recommended to divide them wholly. The 
limb wought in all cafes to be laid in a relaxed 
potture, “and large thick poultices, made with bread 
and milk, or Goulard’s mineral water, fhould be 
frequently applied. _Membranous and tendinous ex- 
panfions alfo, when wounded and on the ftretch, are. 
~ f{eldom to be relieved but by a greater divifion of the 
ftrictured parts. . A Locked Faw has been known to 
proceed from a flight wound on the finger, which 

amputation only gave relief to. 

The remedies commonly confided in for the 
Locked Faw, are, the warm bath, opium, in increafed 
dofes according to its effect internally, and applied 
externally to the contraéted mufcles of the jaw, 
foftened down with fpirit or water; alfo emollients 
freely rubbed into the parts covering the jaw ; fuch 
as, neat’s-foot oil, and animal fats of the fofter kind. — 
Some practitioners warmly recommend terebinthinate 
applications to the wound, in order to excite local 
inflammation, or a different aétion in the habit.’ 

If an Artery be wounded, the hemorrhage may ge- 
nerally be ftopped by compreffion, tenaculum or. 
needle and ligature; vide Amputation... When the 
veffel is inacceffible to either of thefe means, com- 


prefies 
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preffes. and | bandage applied.to the limbs in the 
courfe of the arteries, in order to retard the general 
circulation, have had good effect : inaid of which, the 
patient muft be kept cool and quiet, and upon a low 
regimen; but, repeated hemorrhages, and their evil 
confequences, are too often the reihit of fuch un- 
certain means. The aétual cautery may be fometimes 
profitably employed,. when other means cannot fuc-. 
ceed; particularly with the fmaller arteries, when re- 
tracted. Dry lint, or dry comprefied (ponge, forcibly 
retained againft-a divided or ruptured arterial branch, 
-has alfo proved effectual; as has a hard pledgit, or 
button, armed with butter of antimony, or potential 
cautery ; but the chief fecurity is ligature, towards 
which, an enlargement of the wound is fometimes 
neceflary. 

The fponge, and what is called the graduated 
comprefs, are fometimes neceffarily confided in: 
namely, when the injured veffel lies deep, and cannot 
be come at by incifion, without endangering fome 
important nerve, or large artery ; or when the veffel 
is not in the power of the needle or tenaculum ; alfo 
‘ to a bleeding furface. They. are ufed after the fol- 
lowing mannex: a piece of dried compreffed {ponge, 
cut in fize and fhape fuitable:to the wound or in- 
cifion, with thread tied to it, by which it is to be 
drawn away in proper time, is thruft down to the 
bottom of the wound, and fixed, with the end of the 
finger, on the bleeding mouth of the artery ; then 
comprefs after comprefs are fixed one above another, 
until the uppermoft rifes above the level of the 
wound; a ftrict bandage, and preffure with the hand, 
complete the whole of this obligatory procefs;— 
Vide Tumours in the Neck, 

Various inftances can be proved, ‘where wounds in 
the brachial and femoral artery. high up in their 
_courfe, have been treated after the manner of aneu- 
rifms, with fuccefs. . Amputation therefore, in cafes 
of that kind, ought not to be implicitly put in prac- 


tice, 
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tice. Suitable °preffiré, by coniprefs and’ bandage, 
alone the courfe ofthe main artery, fo as to eheck 
the impetus of the circulation through the limb, and 
impede the efflux of the bood, has alfo fuceeeded in 
the brachial artery, when punctured inthe operation 
of bleeding, and when it was accidentally divided 
about an inch below the elbow; but preffure and 
bandage at the part injured, is: more likely to fue- 
ceed. In-all fuch cafes, nruch council is necefflary to 
the moft fkilful. Vide Accidents from Bleeding. , 

Centufed Wounds are to be treated according to the 
degree of.i se which the furrounding parts have 
received ; and the edges fhould be brought together 
as near as poffible. Traumatic balfam on lint, Sal 
ammoniae diffolved tm oxycrate, or Goulard’s fa- 
turnine water mixed up with crumb of bread, or 
applied with double’ linen cloth, are moft proper to 

check or prevent inflammation. "(Such wounds, with 
great lofs of fubftance, and where the part has re- 
ceived too much i injury to be reftored, will want fup- 
purative means to be employed: in fuch cafes, the 
afpect of the wound, and the nature of the confti- 
tution, ought to be well confidered, and treated ae- 
_ cordingly. Vide Ulcers. 

Should the edges be pale, flat, or flabby, and the 
difcharge prove thin and fanious, pledgits dipped in 
the decoction or tinéture of bark, traumatic balfam, 
or tinéture of myrrh with honey of rofes, and in- 
yigorating poultices, fhould be exhibited externally, 
and the bark, &c. internally. Vide Ulcers, and 
Gangrene. 

The Gangrene in lacerated or contufed wounds, 
arife either from a difeafed habit, the deftruction of 
fome confiderable veffel, or exceffive inflammation, 
If fuch wounds are attended with great inflamma- 
tion, in young fubjeéts and healthy conftitutions, 
bleed topically or otherwife, ufe the antiphlogiftic 
means,’ lay the part in the moft relaxed and ibd 
pofture, and give opiates occaftonally. 

Soho Wounds 
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Wounds in the Lympbatics will yield much limpid 
difcharge, and are difficult to heal; if the falivary 
duct. or. glands aré injured, it may be neceffary to 
pafs a feton, or make an opening into thé mouth, 
Lint dipped into a folution of alum, camphorated vi- 
_ triolie water, or Goulard, with proper comprefs and 
bandage, may be efficacious. Great trouble has been 
experienced from having wounded a lymphatic veffel, 
on opening the cephalic vein in the arm, ‘which was 
chiefly rémedied by hard comprefs and bandage. - It 
is advifed by fome to take up the veffel with needle — 
and ligature ; but, when a largé lymphatic vefiel has 
been wounded and cured, the extremity of the limb. 
becomes cedematous. This is very likely to happen 
after the extirpation of fcirrhous glands in the arm- 
. pit. , , ! jw 
Wounds in the Ligaments. Thefe parts are poffeffed . 
of little fenfibility in the found ftate ; when wounded 
or difeafed,; they become extremely irritable and_ 
‘painful, and are fooner or later produttive of alarm- 
iné fymptoris. When the capfular ligament of a 
principal] joint is wounded, inflammation, tumour, 
tenfion, and rebeated fuppurations, are the moft 
favourable confequences. For the treatment of fuch 
' wounds, fee Wounds in the Foints. 
Wounds in the Head, made by a fharp inftrument, 
recent and fimiple, may be fewed up and dreffed 
accordingly ; which treatment will frequently fucceed 
when the fkull is cut, if no bad habit prevent. In 
wounds of the fealp, when the fkull has been laid 
bare, cleanfing the flap, and fecuring it by future and 
a gentle retentive bandage, have proved effectual. 
In fome conftitutions, inflammation and eryfipelatous 
{welling have followed, with fever, ftupor, and other 
violent fymptoms ; which, after bleeding and cooling © 
means had failed, weré relieved by cutting out 
the. ftitches, waiting till the fwelling fubfided, and 
laying the fcalp down again regularly. When the 
pericranium has been wounded by puncture, My a 
~ : ; unt 
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le 


blunt inftrument, the fame fymptoms have occurred, 
and have been relieved by an incifion through the 
{calp, and the fuppurating procefs. — | 

Wounds in the Face are commonly cured with the 
affiftance of the dry future, when deep and irre- 
gular, the interrupted future becomes heceflary. 

Wounds. in the Eye-brows and Eye lids. When 
they are large and in a tranfverfe direction with 
refpect to ive mufcular fibres, it will be receffary 
to ufe the interrupted future; in A. COnteary, direction, 
the dry future will be fufficient. 

Wounds in the Eye. ‘Vhe eye admits of no future ; 
the only means that can be employed on fuch occa- 
fions are bleeding and every kind of treatment to 
prevent inflammation, and to obviate fuppuration, 
if poffible, which Jaft is fometimes the melancholy 
confequence. Vide. Opthalmia and. Caterad. A 
wound through the orbit generally ends fatally. 

Wounds of “the Ear. If the cartilage be divided, or 
any part be irregularly torn, the common future is 
required, the balfam on lint, Goulard, comprefs, and 
bandage. 

Wounds of the Tongue may Xe fewed up, and the 
fiitches ought to be made deep, on account of the 
foftnefs of the part. A folution of myrrh in barley 
water, with the addition of honey of rofes, is a 
proper lotion, and fhould'be ufed frequently. , 

- Wounds.of the Neck are more or lefs dangerous, 
according to the nature of the parts that are -wound- 
ed. If the carotid artery, or internal jugular is 
injured, the furgeon’s art is of littl or no effect. 
When. the windpipe is wounded tranfverfely, the 
interrupted future is to be preferred; if longitudi- 
nally, adhefive plafters will fuit beft. The inter- 
rupted future, with broad ligature, has\been known 
ro anfwer very well, by pafling the needle through 
the mufcle and_ cellular meimbrane, clofe to the 
trachea, without piercing it, or including the ring 
and applying: fticking, platter over the whole. The 
external 
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external applications fhould: be’ of the mildett kind, 
and thé head fhould be kept fevéral days in a fixed 
pofture, by means of bandage, ' and as much in- 
clining to the cheft as poffible. In ftitching up the 
divided’ parts, the needle, for fafety fake, fhould 
be paffed from within outwards; and in all cafes 
wherein the danger of ‘wounding the ‘veffels is 
great, it ought to be of ‘the flat kind, and mo- 
derately curved; the’ réadieft way of doing ‘this, is 
to fix a needle at each end of the ligature. 
Wounds in the Qophagus ‘generally end fatally, as 
do thofe in which the par -vagum and nerves which 
‘fupply the internal parts are divided. “They are 
‘ordered to be treated in the fame manner with-thofe 
of the trachea, but the attempt is moré dangerous 
on account of the difficulty, of getting at the part, 
for fear of injuring the nerves and blood veffels. 
The diet in fuch cafes fhould be liquid, fuch as thin 
‘milk, fagoe, tapiaco, jellies, &c. but’ nutriment 
fhould chiefly be adminiftered by glyfter. . 
Wounds in the Thorax. In thofe that penetrate this 
part, an enlargement is fometimes- neceflary | to, faci- 
litate the difcharge from within the cavity. When 
the intercoftal. artery is wounded, it may be fecured 
‘with the’curved needle. Bleeding repeatedly, ret, 
‘and a cool regimen, with gentle laxatives and refri- 
gerants, have proved. fuccefsful where tne lungs have 
‘been wounded through and through; the principal 
bufinefs then is, to reftrain hemorrhage, and to pre- 
vent inflammation, by the general means. In moft 
‘wounds, fuperficial dreffings are to be preferred; 
“but if there be a difcharge from the cavity, it will 
. be neceffary to keep open the external wound, 
“after* the © manner before preferibed. Vide Em- 
“‘Pyema. Se 
To give exit to the extravafated blood, ‘perfora. 

‘tion at the inferior part of the thorax is advifed; 
‘fometimes pafling the finger or a filver canula up 
my wound, will invite the blood to the orifice, and 
i relieve 
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relieve. the oppreflive: fymptoms; ;but; the cautious 
and judicious furgeon would furely Jeaye. fuch jha- 
zardous bufinels to the indications of nature, and at- 
tempt to give aid ‘only where fhe; points out) the 
neceflity for, it, Concerning this, BOSE vide Bes 
racentefis. 

Wounds in the Abdomen. Thofe which, i 
the cavity without injury -to the inteftines, or other 
vifcera, depend principally upon bleeding, © reft, and 
cooling remedies; if regular, may be ,wnited:.by the 
dry future, but when irregular, are to. be affifted 
with the interrupted or quilled future ; a cecum 
bent pofture, and a fupporting bandage, are al- 
ways neceflary, and the quilled future is to | be pre- 
ferred in wounds of great extent. at Cafar 
Hi ! 

When the Inteftines protrude, br are not wound- 
ed, they fhould be returned into the cayjty as foon 
as poffible; and in cafe.the orifice is not {ufficiently 
open, for that purpofe it muft be enlarged; on Ane 
eccafions, the bowels are generally. puffed up wit 
rarefied air, which fome authors advife to be let 
out. by flightly pricking them; but, fuch an expe- 
gient ought not to be tified with... 4 

When. the Inteftines are wounded in fuch degree 
as to require the future, the, glover’s ftitch is. otdered 
to be uled. Vide Sutures. . 

When the gut is entirely | divided, and, both ends 
are to be. found, the rim, of the one fhould be flipped, if 
poftible, a little way into the other, or atleatt placed 
in contact with it, and retained fo. bya common 
ftitch or two, at the fame time sit will be proper ,to 
pafs the threads through the inner edge of the ex- 
ternal wound, for. the purpofe of, confining the ig-— 
jured parts of the gut there, and the better chance 
of adhefion. . 

If any part of the Omentum appears., to be gan- 
grenous, it will be proper to feparate, it juft below 
the found part, and return the reit... Vide Hernia. 

And 
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| be 'ifa-portion.of the inteftines;be detached, either 
by incifion, or.by mortification, the found part fhould 
be ftitched to the edges of the wound, and be. left, to 
form an artificial anus. ....,.- 

| Wounds of the Receptacle, of the Chyle x Bee) Dus, 
Pancreas, WM Mefentery, Liver, Spleen, Kidneys, c,-are to 
be treated: in the general method. prefcribed againit 
Inflammation, &c. Vulnerary.injections and tents were 
formerly .in -great uf ; the, firlt, are pretty much ex- 
ploded ; ‘the ater are ftill ain ufe, when, MSE is 
formed: in.either of the great AAVAMESS 4 47 

Waounds inthe Joints, are. fubject to. violent, pain 
‘and inflammation, and -fometimes attended with de- 
jirium and,convulfions.. W-hen the, capfular, liga- 
ment is,pierced: through, the fynovia, a fyppery uid 
decreted within..the joint, ferving >to. facilitate _ its 
motion, ‘will pafs off. .Surgeons-are fometimes, de- 
‘ceived as to jthis difcharge,. by. a fluid. of .a Goular 
mature proceeding from, the facculi mucoli,’ ‘which 
are {mall bags ‘that lie under: and ferve to lubricate 
“the tendons of the mufcles in their action... The 
chief marks. of. diftinction in .the two cafes are, 
the fymptoms, being -more. violent ,and dangerous 
in, the former, and the Aynovial alchage;, more 
EMPIONSE: 9 !ou ee cyt 9) 

{n-all fuch. wounds, plearitil, bleeding, . Jaxatives, 
repeated dofes of opium, nitre, and cooling. regimen, 
are the. principal, means of relief. .Externally, “gad at 
firft, faturnine ‘applications ;. afterwards .as in, other 
abfceffes....As.foon jas the inflammatory. tymptoms 
are removed, ‘compreifes, moiftened -with.aluminous 
or vitriolic:folutions, .aftringent decoctions, &c. with 
moderate bandage, together with bark .and vitriol, 
will be. neceffary | towards: weftraining the difcharge. 

Gunfbot Wounds. The violent contufion, lacerar 
tion of the. parts, and ;the lodgement of extraneous 
bodies, render 'thefe wounds more. alarming | than 
mott others. . ‘Thofe. which affect .the bones, joints, 
vilcera, or blood- veflels, are of the worft kind; jan 
there 
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there have been inftances of cure in che mott defpe- 
rate cafes; too few, however, to warrant the trial in 
bad habits. i 

Cure of Gunfbot Wounds, The Sulviirred tremor, 
and the fluttering of the heart, together with cold- 
nefs in the extremities, which almoft immediately 
fucceed the ftroke from wounds of this kind, ‘is 
a ftrong affection of the nervous fyftem ; which ge- 
nerally produces: a degree of terror, in men of thie 
preateft courage and refolution: | 

The firft things to be attempted towards the cure | 
of thefe wounds are, to’'éxtract all foreign bodies, 
and.to fecure the blood-veffels ; for which purpofe, 
it will be fometimes neceffary to enlarge the opening, 
if to ‘be done with fafety; and where probing’ is 
neceffary, the finger fhould be preferred. If ‘the 
extraneous body cannot be removed with fafety, by 
cutting upon it, the work muft bé left to nature, 
and the wound mutt be dreffed fuperficially ; for 
when a ball, or any other foreien body, is funk deep, 
and lies out of the reach of the finger, the ufé of 
long ‘forceps is dangerous, “and feldom effective. 
Numberlefs inftances have occurred, wherein bullets 
have lodoed many years, “in various*parts of the 
body ; fome of which have at length made their way 
towards the teguments, and been eafily extracted. 

~ Scarifications are ‘generally neceffary :' they ferve 
to réleafe the ftrictured circle of the wound; larger 
and deeper incifions muft be made, to get at a 
bleeding artery, to remove fplintered bones or fox 
reign bodies lying at the bottom of the wound, and 
to prevent or relieve painful ftricture and inflamma 
tion in the courfe of the fafcia. ' 

If the wound hath not bled mich bi cedind will 
be advifable, and in plethoric habits fhould be re- 
; peated accordingly, particularly in wounds of the 
cheft... For the firft fortnight, it will be neceffary:to 


Keep: “the Pech on a cool regimen ; Se a ftool 
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fhould be procured every day, by glyfter, or by 

gone gentle ancrient.) ers ee pad OY 
The moft ufeful applications are, light, éafy 
dreflings, faturnine lotions or poultices; but thefé 
wounds being of the nature of contufed' wounds, the 
fuppurative procefs is to be expected ; in which ftate, 
the bread and’ milk poultice is moft applicable. 
Spirituous applications’do not anfwer on thefe occa 
fions. If the fore fhould prove ganeorenous, or thé. 
habit be impoverifhed, act accordingly. : 
* Gunfhot wounds feldom: bleed’ much, unlefs a 
large veffel be injuréd; the ball forming an efchar 
which generally feu dis in a few days, and is fol- 
lowed bv a copious difcharge ; it is neceffary there- 
fore to wait patiently for the feparation of the efchar, 
particularly if it borders upon any material blood- 
veffel. mony & | oa 

The tourniquet is always a neceflary appendage, 

and fhould be ready to a fingle turn om the limb, when 
the Wound is in the courfé of a large artery, and 
attended with a throbbing pulfe. | | 
' Should the patient complain of much fulnefs and 
throbbing in the wound, a fudden gufh of blood 
may follow, which has fometimes been attended with 
fatal confequences, efpecially if preceded by a con 
eiithed difcharise’ of fanious and ichorous matter: in 
fitch a cafe, timely bleedings, and the bark, are 
proper remedies. | gi i 
~ Opium in this, as in all other painful complaints, 
proves an ufeful remedy. In cachedtic and feorbutic 
habits, if the difcharge be glairy or gleety; or the 
wound has a pale and flabby afpect, no medicine is 
preferable to that and the bark in red wine. Lime+ 
water, with a flight addition of milk, is ufeful in 
the latter ftage. When thefe wounds are defperate 
in their nature and fituatien, particularly where fome 
important’ joint is fhattered and torn, alfo in frac+ 
tures complicated with the divifion of a large artery, 
amputation is feldom or never to be delayed; i 
‘ G . under 


2 PRACTICAL SURGERY» 


under. fuch circumftane €5y, limbs have been unex+ 
pectedly faved. 

Venomous Wounds. The. mott formidable wound of 
the kind which we. have to guard againft the effect of 
inthis. climate, .is the bite of mad animals ; dogs 
particularly, .as happening moft frequently ;. its de- 
{cription and fymptoms are as follow:—-No fudden 
effect on the conftitution is obferved from the bite 
of a mad dog;. and the wound itfelf is not more 
difficult to heal than lacerated wounds in general, of 
the fame magnitude. The patient has alfo no par- 
ticular affection, except dejection of fpirits from a 
dread of its confequences, till about a month or fix 
weeks after the accident ; fooner or. later, according 
to. the circumftances ; hen rednefs, heat, and tens 
fion Jometimes attend the edges of the wound, and 
wandering pains and fpafms “diverge from the part, 
accompanied with naufea, difficult refpiration, anxiety 
about the precordia, vertigo, and lofs of ftrength ; 
great depreflion of fpirits, “and the love of folitude 
enfue; fleep ‘is difturbed., with | twitchings, horrid 
dreams, and reftlefinefs; and the pulfe is all this 
time, quick, weak, and irregular. 

On the firft or fecond day, the fymptoms gra- 
dually increafing, comes on a peculiar affection of 
the. throat, which, upon. every attempt to drink, oc- 
cafions a fenfe of fuffocation, and a fpafmodic con- 
traction of the organs ‘of refpiration ; which fymp- 
toms; even the: common:air in infpiration will pro- 
duce, particularly if the weather be moift. ‘This 
anxiety, and not being able to drink without the 
greateit difficulty, have given the difeafe the “PPA 
tion of Hydrophobia. 

Whilft the general rages are cron the 
faliva comes off in a vifcid and frothy fate, ‘with 
powerful and repeated efforts to relieve the throat 
from the irritation it occafions, attended with a fin- 
cular kind of noife, little different from common 
hawking, which perfons prepoffeied with the vulgar 

| notion, 
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notion, conclude to be fimilar to the barking of 
adog: the light, at this ftage of the diforder, begins. 
to grow intolerable, and the urine flows involun-: 
viva 

“At this awful period, come forward: heat and’ 
‘Aithing! with a {trangulated appearance in the face: 
and neck, together with a quicker pulfe, with fome 
weaker, with others itronger; alfo, a tentigo penis,’ 
and an involuntary emiffion of femen. -Convulfive 
fpafins ‘affect moft -parts' of the body. Some are’ 
feized with a fierce delirium, or outrageous. madnefs'; 
others fhew.a fixed melancholy, with'a  moft pitiable 
countenance, having a perfect fenfe of their miferable 
ftate: at length the lower limbs become: paralytic,: 
convulfions ‘increafe, the pulfe grows languid, cold 
fweats enfue, and death foon puts an end to the-ge~ 
neral diftrefs, which commonly happens on the third’ 
or fourth day from the attack. Such:was nearly the’ 
melancholy progreffion of fymptoms ‘with a poor 
- hufbandman, who, within an hour of his death, called. 
for feveral of his acquaintance, and took his laft 
farewel of them, by fhaking hands with each ; at the 
fame moment telling them, that they need not be 
afraid of him, for he would not hurt them. 

This poor diftreffed object had been fiegaived ‘6 
the ufe of his lower limbs for fome hours, which in his 
reftlefs ftate he dragged after him round the room, 
hawking up and icattering about the faliva, and 
exprefling as much horror at the name of a bed, as 
this. miferable clafs of patients do at. the fight of 
water; both which equally influenced his:mind with 
the dread of fuffocation. ‘Whilft he was performing 
the foregoing act of friendfhip with his fellow fer- 
vants, his mind being particularly agitated, a general 
convulfion feized him, and curled him up in a heap, 
which was fucceeded by as fudden an extenfion, and 
that clofed the melancholy fcene. : 

The Bite: of a Viper is alfo attended with violent 
fymptoms; and is in this country next in force to the - 

G2. pre- 
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preceding. | Al pungent pains feizes) the. part, in-- 
flammation comes. on,,the rednefs gradually changes. 
to-a bruife-like appearance; that.fometimes diffufes. 
itfelf more generally ; retchings, bilious vomitings,.a 
fixed pain about the precordia, weak pulfe, Pit 
deliquium, cold {weats, and. even. death itfelf, have ’ 
been the! confequences,, in vary weak and. irritable. 
conftitutions:» » | 

~ The Bite) of the Ratele-Snake. i is. much more for- 
roobin than that, of, the Vipels and fooner pervades 
the: fyftem.; > <> 

~ The moft: narod *votand) of the venomous kind,. 
‘és it may be‘ called fo with any degree of propriety, is, 
that produced: by. ‘the Guinea-Worm. Thefe crea-) 
tures aré:hatched:from ova; that float in the rivers. and, 
waters in hot climates, but principally upon the coaft 
of Guinea, and: in the WeftIndies. It has a blackith: 
head; is. of »ay tape-like- appearance, and fometimes, 
grows to above a foot in length, It. generally, fixes 
itfelf in:the leg: or thigh,, and is preceded in its.ap- 
pearance by an irkfome boil. The head of this in— 
voluted. animak is vifible: im, a day or, two after the 
fore: has: burft;;, and: the. ulcer can never be healed, 
till the whole: of:the: worm is extracted : the method, 
of doing which, as. practifed by the negroes, and in 
the hofpitals, -is;as frngular.as.the production. They, 
fix: the head. of the; worm: to. a. fmall round bit of 
wood, lead, twifted: filk, or quill, and every day roll 
as much of the: worm upon» it; as may be done with- 
out breaking, untibthe whole is extracted ; then heal 
asin common. 

The flings of hornets, wafps, fate! Bre. be BS give 
ereat ‘pain, but do not immediately affect, the contti- 
tution, except: in very irritable habits. Two. re- 
markable inftances. are: known to have occurred. in 
Norfolk, from the fting-of a bee. A, man, to,all.ap- 
pearance healthy and: well, was ftung by a bee,in the 
hand, and. farvived: the accident not many: feconds. 
-” faicdbto his. nubian who. was OR 
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@ lane with him, ‘J-am ftung by: aisha became 
faint; and, reclining on ‘the bank of the hedve: =row, 
expired.) Some time:after, the fonof this:man was 
ftung by an infect of like kind; which accident was 
attended with an alarming degree wb fever: and ti ine 
“flammation for feveral days. | 

Caufes.» Hydrophobia, or canine gaadeto fic Is ‘occas 
fioned bya virus. fui generis, which being introduced 
througha wound made by the bite of amad animal, oraz 
dually diffufes its effect throughoutthe nervous fy: — 
- ftem. The poifon fronvthe bite of a Viper isprobably 
abforbed ; but. late ingenious writer ‘on ‘that dubject 
has afferted the contrary.” ‘The ftings: of hornets 
wafps, bees, 8c. have a local effeét in general.) 

Cure. The cure forthe bite of a mad Dog, or any 
other quadruped that breeds madnefs, "or -hasoa 
power of communicating it, may be dividedintoitwo 
parts——the preventative,/and the curative; the «for 
mer of which, af taken i in due pnstas.h is’ mot anal to 
fucceed. 

Gdegdedibh, cupping the patt,, or how init it up 
with gunpowder, and «wafhing ‘it well -with fale.and 
water, foon after the accident, ' are faid to be effica- 
cious, by preventing abforption from’ taking ‘place. 
Suckiag the wound, and: immediately after applying 
a blifter, i is alfo recommended for that purpofe. ‘But 
timely excifion of every part bitten, or that»was open 
to the virus is the only fure preventative. After 
each of the former procefies, it is recommended to 
_ rub into the legs or thighs daily,» halfa dram or 
a dram of the ftrong mercurial ointment, or fo much 
as will -raife a flicht falivation, and to drefs the 
ewound ‘with the following ftimulating ointment, . to 
excite and keep up a neceffary difcharge. When ~ 
the nature or fituation of the wounded part prohibits 
’ the full ufe of the knife, the — remedy ‘i is 
ftrongly recommended. | 

Undoubted proofs have been given of the good 
effects of ablution with water, with or without %a 

Ge - moderate 
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moderate portion of common ‘falt, or alkali; which 
latter is faid’ to have an attractive :quality. to- 
wards mucus or faliva. ‘This procefs is to be in- 
duftrioufly: purfued, firft with warm, then»with cold 
water, for three or four hours together. If the teeth 
have paffed deep into the flefh, and the opening of 
the wound be too much confined, it will be necefiary 
to ufe the knife, and to expofevevery \part:of it to 
view, if poffible. In fuch wounds, or thofe that are 
much torn, a long continued ftream of warm water 
from a tea-pot or kettle, held fome height above the 
part, is‘a‘mode moft to be confided in. | 
 Ablution, attentively and affiduoufly purfued; will 
infure fuccefs,: where excifion’ would -be» unwar- 
rantable.  Cautery and cauftic fhould never ie de- 
pended upon.) 

The great ptofeffory i in his fir lines, gives itas his 

opinion, ‘that the efficacy. of mercury, given very 
largely, andperfifted in for a long time, both asa 
means of preventing, and of curing the difeafe when 
actually come one, is better vouched by experience, 
than that ofany other medicine hitherto prepeged; or 
‘commonly applied.” 
_. The Ormfkirk, Calthorpe, ered Onéncat ruitidletieite 
have loft their ference repute; and even Dr. Mead’s 
‘infallible medicine is totally difregarded.  Extir- 
pation, ablution, and’ the; mercurial. courfe, have 
juftly taken place of thofe uncertain remedies. 

No curative method is yet laid down as abfolutely 
“nape in this difeafe after the fymptoms have come 

_ Great authority gives mercury the reputation 
off curing at that period. Some have prefcribed re- 
peated bleedings, according tothe ftrength of the © 
pulfe, and the violence of the fymptoms, “Bleeding, 
the warm bath, and opium in large dofes, have been 
united without fuccefs. Repeated dofes of ether, and | 
blifters to the head and throat, have been fuggefted ; 
but the more probable means are, frequent dofes of 
opium, from one to three or more grains, every three 
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‘er four: hours, until it has produced fome fenfible 
effect *, and rubbing a-fufficient quantity. of mer- 
curial ointment into the arms, legs, or. thighs, or 
of calomel into the + to excite a a fpitting, which 
ought.to be continued. 

The author, conceiving alin virus ‘to have a fin- 
gular, but late effect, : by. excitement on the nervous 
fyftem only, recommends extirpation and ablution, 
. even up to the previous fymptom of pain in the 
bitten’ part, or the hydrophobic fymptom. : 

~A’complete cure, even’ in the hydrophobic fate; 
ties been performed, by ‘forcibly exhibiting fmall 
portions of {weet oil, and frequently rubbing in the 
fame-over the furface of the body. For this very re- 
markable cafe, vide London Medical Memoirs, - 
“Vol. IH. 

Quere, whether relief inighet not oe imeribed from 
extirpation at a later ftage of the complaint. 

The remedies recommended againft dite of a 
Viper, are, {weet oil, and viper’s “fat: thofe who- 
make it their bufinefs to catch thofe reptiles, look 
upon thefe fimples as effectual defenfatives againft 
the fevereft bite. Irritable and bilious habits fuffer 
moft from this kind of wound; and on fuch occa- 
fions, an emetic, and an oily purge, fhould be taken 
at firft: fometimes bleeding and poulticing are ne- 
ceflary. Camphor and opium, with ipecacuanha, 
are‘ confidered as excellent remedies. In this ve- 
nomous wound, it has been recommended to cut out 
the injured part, as a preventative of the ufual 
fymptoms, 

The bite of the Rattle- Snake is exceedingly de- 
ftructive: it is almoft immediately attended with 
purple fpots, and difficult re{piration. Some bleed 
at firft, and give alexipharmics, particularly a de- 
coction of the rattle-{nake- -root, and apply that root 


“* An epithem made with opium, foftened down with tind, 
as and applied SY. to the throat, 
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mafhed, or frefh tobacco leaves; repeatedly, to the 
wound. The following is the grand Indian recipe: 


“Give a large fpoonful of ‘the expreffed juice 
of the leaves or roots of horehound and plan- 
tain, which, if the patient be much fwelled, 
muft be forced down ‘the throat ; if the firft 
{poonful fhould not'fuffice, give another foon 

‘. after.” ra ea 5 ek WS ame oi 

They alfo apply tobacco-leaf, fteeped in rum, re- — 
peatedly to the wound. In fuch cafes, excifion would 
probably be moft effective... wad: 

To the ‘bites and ftings of hornets, wafps, 8c. ,ap- 

ly vinegar and oil, fpirit of, hartfhorn,, laudanum, 
honey and milk, Goulard or bread poultice, and the 
like, according to the feverity of the fymptoms, |. | 
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| SUTURES. eHoit 


RECENT wounds, that are free from extraneous 
bodies, lofs of fubftance, and much inflammation, 
that are not much contufed or lacerated, and whofe 
lips can -be broughr into fome degree of appofition, 
alfo that happen to parts that are fubject to con- 
tract, may be greatly affifted by Suture; of which 
there are five.different kinds. : ‘ 

The Dry Suture, A plafter made of the fimple” 
litharge plafter fix parts, and one of yellow refin, is 
thinly {pread on a clofe rag, which is cut into flips 
of proper length, and ina fhape adapted to the na- 
ture and form of the part; thefe flips or ftrips are 
to be fixed acrofs the wound at. moderate diitances 
from each other, in immediate contact with that, 
and the fkin on each fide of it, fo as to retain the edges 
of the wound as clofe together, and as appofite ag 
poffible. The uniting bandage is a great affiftant to 
this future. The dry future is moft ufeful in fuper- 
ficial and longitudinal wounds, to avoid deformity, 
or to heal, by what is called, the firft intention. 
Lhe Interrupted Suture is performed as follows :— 
Having cleanfed the wound of dirt and grumous 
blood, its lips are to be brought as clofe and appofite 
as poffible; the needle, armed with a waxed liga- 
ture of proper fize, is generally paffed about two- 
fifths of aninch from each edge, and tied wae 
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double knot. The ligature is fometimes made with a 
fingle knot, over which a {mall round linen com- 
prefs is-applied, which is faftened round with a fe- 
cond fingle knot anda flip-knot; to the end that 
the ftitches may he conveniently loofened, if re- 
quired, ‘This mode was much practifed fome time 
fince; but, in comimon wounds, the’ precaution ts 
confidered as fcarce ever neceffary. When the lips 
are united, the thréatis*fhould be drawn out. The 
number of ftitches muft be proportioned to the ex- 
tent of the wound, and its angular points, their 
depth, and to the degree of retraétion in the di- 
vided parts. The dry future ‘in the interval fpaces, 
and a gentle fupporting bandage, are great helps 
to this kind of future, “ The beft and fafeft mode of 
pafling the needle on moft occafions,. particularly 
when the wound is in the neighbourhood of a nerve, 
tendon, or blood-veffel, is to fix a flat needle ar 
each end of the ligature, and pats them at oppofite 
fides, from within outward. yeh bags gs 
The interrupted future is commonly- ufed ° in 
wounds that are deep, large, and angular; and 
fometimes, to keep forwards the integuments after 
an operation; which intention may moitiy be better 
_ effected by proper comprefs and bandage; fince in 
fuch a cafe great inflammation frequently follows ; 
for even in common wounds, more particularly when 
they happen to grofs habits, inflammation will fome- 


times proceed to fo great a degree, as to'require the 
ftitches to be withdrawn. : ‘tigi ee ay 
The Twifted Suture is performed, by bringing the 
lips of the wound in a frefh bleeding ftate exactly 
together, and thrufting one or more pins,«according 
to-its fize, through the middle of both edges; then 
twifting a piece of waxed thread feveral times acrofs 
the middle, and round the ends of the-pins in the 
following form ©©. The beft pins for this pur- 
pofe are made of filver or gold; the former mutt be 
tipped with fteel points, the latter may be made to 
do without: when paffed through, the points may _ 
be 
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be {nipped ‘off, obferving afterwards to place ai {mall 
piece of fine rag/or lint under ‘each end of the pins, 
to prevent them: injuring the fubjacent parts. 9.” 
This future is principally ufed after the operation 
for the hare-lip: it has heen advantageoufly ufed in 
uniting the edges of the urethra, as may be {een in 
Mr. Warner’s Cafes in Surgery. | EHTS 
<>) The Glover's: Suture is’ made with a fine fkrait 
needle, armed with fmall thread or filk: it has been 
principally‘em ployed in wounds of the inteftinesy by 
paffing the thread through the lips of wounds of the 
eut, in the manner that a clove is ufually fewed; 
obferving to make the ftitches about one tenth of an 
inch diftant from each’ other, and: to leave thread 
enough at each end, to hang out fome leneth from 
the external wound ; which threads were pafled! with 
the ftrait needle, through: the internal and: lower 
edges of the wound in the. belly: by which means 
the inteftine.was brought into contact with the peri- 
tonzum, or inner furface of the abdomen, and made 
to adhere thereto. ‘This thread was generally with- 
drawn ina week or ten days, -or.as foon: as it could 
‘be done without force. | | Cinit 
\ This future’ may have been ufeful in fuch wounds 
of the inteftines; as are fufficiently large to require 
it: but a flighter degree of confinement is: faid to 
-anfwer every neceflary purpofe, as mentioned under 
Wounds of the Inteftines, without the parade 
‘of the glove-ftitch, and a troublefome puccuring or 
interrupting procefs ; and that a fimple ftitch or two 
may be moftly fufficient, whether the gut be di- 
vided through or not.—Vide Mr. John Bell’s inge- 
nious Difcourfes on Wounds; in which the ftrictures 
_ onthe errors of former practitioners, as well as fome 
of modern date, are extremely juft and inftructive, 
‘but delivered in a language rather too {portive and 
farcaftical, #3 ‘ | 
The Quilled Suture was much in ufe with the an- 
' gients, and is bettér adapted to large gaping wounds 
lebiesie mtr nici fete ate 
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than the interrupted: to perform) which, a ‘lared 
crooked needle, with :a {trong double ligature well 
waxed and looped at the end, is to be pafled through 
each fide-of the wound, at about an inch from. its 
edges; fixing aroll of plafter, fpreadon rag or filk, 
_ through the bow of the ligature on one: fide, and 
another roll of the fame fize on the other, between 
the ends of the ligature, which are. to be tied over 
the latter with a fingle and flip-knot. When the 
wound is fo long as to require three ligatures, the 
roll or quill fhould be of fufficient length to pafs 
each loop or bow, and the middle ligature fhould be 
tied firit. } | Li hie to 
This future in large -wounds is preferable to the 
interrupted, being lefs apt to tear out. It was ufed 
not thany years ago in clofing the abdomen,: after 
the Czfarean operation; wherein the incifion was 
full fix inches in length, which was fewed up with 
four ftitches at equal diftances, and an inch and:a 
half from-each edge. nfiey” - 


DIVIDED AND RUPTURED TENDON, 


_ The practice of uniting large tendons completely 
divided, by forcing the retracted ends into contaét, 
and retaining them. fo by future, is juftly exploded: 
Some former practitioners went fo far, as even to 
lay bare the extremities of a ruptured tendo achillis 
for that purpofe: but later practice has proved, by 

various initances, that there is no neceffity for for- 
cibly bringing the extremities of the tendon toge- 
ther in either cafe, whether wounded or rup- 
tured, fince adhefion to the adjacent parts, and the 
exudation of a connecting medium, will fupply every 
defect of that kind: befides, it is well known that 
cures have been effectually accomplifhed, where the 
extremities of the retracted tendon could never be 
brought within an inch of each other. The chief thing 
to be done, therefore, is to counteract the retractive 

| aa Surrey power 
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power of the mufcles, by a flexed or extended pofi- © 
tion of the limb, according to the ftate of the in- 
jured part ;- and: to retain the. mufcles..in that fitua- 
tion, and prevent their action by means’ of a thin 
flannel bandage. The wound is to be treated inthe 
common way. . | be eh 

It fometimes happens, either from great irritabi- 
lity of the nervous fyftem, ‘or a peculiar. unintelli« 
gible ftate of the conftitution, that. a puncture’ or 
partial divifion of a tendon or nerve, will produce 
violent pain, inflammation, convulfions, and even 
death. In cafes of this kind, previous to the extreme 
fymptoms, or provided the: fevere pain has: not been 
relieved, by opium given, in large dofes, it has been 
found abfolutely neceflary to divide the injured part 
completely, although at the hazard of its fenfibility 
and ufe.. At other times, and in different habits, 
fuch accidents have produced little or no trouble. 

The Ruptured Tendo Achillis. "The chief thing 
neceffary in this cafe is, to extend the foot, and 
fufpend the heel ; which may. be effected by means 
of a flipper. made of double quilted ticking, and a 
{trap of leather or ribband reaching from the heel to 
a circular piece or.garter above the: calf’ of the leg. 
In: every cafe. of ruptured tendon, care fhould be 
taken not to put the injured part upon the ftretch 
before union is perfe@tly confolidated. 

For this improved knowledge and treatment we 
are indebted: to two’ principal: anatomifts of this 
century, Dr. Monro of Edinburgh, and Mr. John 
Hunter, who: both perfonally experienced its ufe 
and convenience. | | 


ANEURISM. 


Description. This is a foft, and commonly a 
throbbing tumour of blood, formed either by the 
dilatation or divifion of an artery. It may be chy 
ie . RET aL Ye vide 
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vided into four different ‘claffes; the ‘True, ie 
Spurious,. and Varicofe. ok. dim 

The True Aneurifm \s a circumféribed. st a 
arifing from a weaknefs of the coats of the artery. 
This iwelling is at firft fmall. and confined, attended’ 
with pulfation; and difappearing upon. preffure : it 
afterwards gradually increafes, the fkin retaining its 
natural colour and appearance. After a time, ~ the 
blood cannot be comprefied, the pulfation grows 
weaker, or is not to be felt, the fkin begins to‘turn 
pale, is foft and cedematous, afterwards grows livid 
and gangrenous, or cracks, whence oozes a ferous 
matter, and blood in a fhort time ~burfts forth. 
Should the difeafed veffel be large, and the effufion 
great, death is moft likely to be the immediate | con- 
fequence. . 

The increafe and aldacatieth in the atin tu- 
mours of the larger veffels, which are’ chiefly fub- 
ject to this fpecies of difeafe, have been known to 
affect the adjacent bones fo much, as even to i 
place, elevate, and diffolve them. 

The Mixed Aneurifm may be produced, by snjuriy 
done to the external coat of the artery, {o'as to occa- 
fion partial weaknefs, and a protrufion of the. inter~ 
nal coat. This kind alfo begins with a {mall cir-— 
cum{cribed pulfating tumour, which gradually in- 
creafes, difappears upon preffure, and in procefs of 
time is attended with the fymptoms of the dormer. 

The Spurious or Falfe Aneurifm is produced, by a 
wound or puncture » penetrating through’ iboth ‘the 
coats. It begins with a very {mall tumour, which is 
foft, and pulfates ftrongly ; it has fometimes. conti< 
nued pretty nearly of the fame fize, for days, months, 
and years; then gradually increafing, diffules and 
extends itfelf within the cellular membrane, accord- 
ing tothe firmnefs or laxity. of’ the contingent parts. ~ 
At other times the blood fpreads itfelf oreatly, and 
brings on a confiderable tightnefs in the limb in a 
tN hours ; anda part of the extravafated blood paffing 

fuper- 
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PeeeeAsiaty, 3 occafions: great: difcolouration of the 
- The diffufed contents which are deep feated foon. 
coagulate, and acquire great firmnefs; and the pul- 
fation leffens» ino proportion, ‘till’'it is. entirely loft. 
The tumour.-increafing, the hmb becomes’ more 
afflicted with: pain, ftiffnefs, and deficiency of mo- 
tion; and provided the operation is poftponed or. 


neglected too long; caries off the contiguous bone, 
and gangrene will follow. 9) ) 4 we 
>) The Varicofe Aneurifm was firft difcriminated by the 
late. great anatomiuft, Dr. William Hunter, who at 
the time of his difcovery expreffed a doubt whether 
it ought to be called:Aneurifm or Varix, or both, or 
neither ;but afterwards gave it the denomination of 
Varicofe Aneurifm. It may be confidered as a fpe- 
cies» of fpurions; aneurifm, ince) it originates from 
a:wound made through the, vein, into the adjacent 
artery.» It differs, from the {fpurious aneurifm in the 
following particulars: the vein,lying in contact with 
the-artery, the orifices of each are fo exactly oppo- 
fite at the under part of. the. vein, as to remain 
open to each other when the teguments and upper 
orifice of the vein are healed up; by which means 
the blood is found to pafs immediately from. the 
opening of the artéry.into that, of the vein, :with a 
pulfatile jarring force, anda ftrange  hiffing -noife, 
like what is made. by continuing the: found of; the 
Jetter R in awhifper, ‘as the Doctor has defcribed it. 
‘This tremulous motion ftops,and returns by making 
and:ceafing compreffion, and, is even vifible »in thin 
habits... The blood transfufed is. generally in mo- 
tion, confequently in its fluid) ftate; the veinois. 
much enlarged at)and. about the opening, but: is 
found to return to.its natural fize, at a {mall diftance 
above and below the elbow... The artery is’ {maller 
than natural in the wrift, but larger in the arm. - In 
one inftance, the Doétor had obferved, that when 
‘the arm; was held up, the vein totally fubfided ¢ in 
oe | another, 
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another,’ a kind of: pouch was to bexfelt.néar to the 

punctured part: if this bag be large and irregular iff 

its form, and the cellular membrane bei more yield- 

iig.at one place than at another,..opifthe fafcia of the 
mufcle! be une ually tight, a forty of canal may be 

formed: between: the two veffels,: .and» coagulation 

may be’ pianpanh as I the common’ nas 

aneurifin. 

This: enumeration. of Poicenaaa if properly” xin 
tended to, will be fufficient to diftinguith: it from 
any othertumour.. For' a more enlarged. account of 
_ this complaint and’ its difcovery;. v vide Meds Obierv. 
vol. 2, p. 390. 

“ Aneurifms have ‘beet erittaken. for dolledions a 
matter;: Mr. Warner ingenuoufly mentions in’ his 
cafes an: inftance of this kind; whereim the whole.of 
the thigh was greatly tumefied, the patient was hectic 
and’ much emaciated, and’ not’ the leaft pulfation 
could be felt. ‘The injury was occafioned by falling 
off.a man’s back,’ about four months before the 
opening was made, ' and. the: knee and pare ayant 
were principally affected. 

Strong’ pulfation-is generally to: the felt at the bes 
ginning: of anearifms, whence the nature of the 
difeafe is at that time eafily:to be afcertained ; but 
when the tumour is large, atid the coagulum is fo 
firm) as to render pulfation imperceptible, the only 
means of proving the matter will be, by ftriét en+ 
quity into the rife and progrefs of the complaint, 
and an examination whether the moft prominent | 
part lies in the courfe of a large artery. Pulfation, 
and: difappearance: of the tumour on compreffion, 
are the trué characteriftics of an incipient aneurifm ; 
but are 1eldom to be perceived, or produced, in the 
firm ftate of its contents. The diftinétiom ati that 
time being fo: uncertain, fuch: fwellings had better 
not be meddled’ with when fituated “fo as: not:.to 
admit of applying the tourniquet. 

* Sometimes’ abfceffes which. Jie near a. principal 

~ 8 artery 
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artery will partake fo much of the pulfation, as to 
render the diftinction difficult ; which was the cafe 
with the lad who had his breaft-bone fractured, as 
mentioned’. by. the fame accurate obferver here 
uoted ; where the broken bones were forced 
afunder, and the intermediate fpace was occupied: 
by a confiderable tumour, which receded upon pref- 
fure, and refumed its former fize after the com 
preffion was removed: it had a ftrong pulfation, 
and the integuments bore their natural. colours, The 
fituation of the {welling and fymptoms were fuffi- 
cient reafons for letting it take its courfe; it burft 
in a few weeks, difcharged a large quantity of mat- 
ter, and did well with fuperficial dreffings. 

Causes. The True Aneurifm arifes from a difeafed 
or weakened ftate of the coats of the artery; which 
may be produced, by violent exertion or a debilitated 
habit. “The Mixed or Spurious may proceed from 
contiguous fores, the fplinters of a fraétured bone, 
blows or wounds with fharp inftruments, punctures 
with lancet, &c. ‘The Varicofe Aneurifm is caufed, 
by wounding the artery through the vein where the 

veffels are in clofe contact with each other. 
Cure. In the early ftage of the Zrue Aneurifn, 
the moft proper treatment is, to comprefs the tu- 
mour in moderate degree, fo as gently to fupport 
the weak part, and refift the propelling force, and to 
keep the body in a temperate ftate. Occafional 
bleeding and gentle laxatives are alfo neceflary ; 
violent exertion, or every emotion that will tend to 
_increafe the momentum, muft be avoided. Opiates 
are the beft palliatives in the latter ftage ; the ope- 
ration in fuch cafes has but too fhort an effect. 

The Mixed Aneurifm, if it. arife from a partial - 
weaknefs or injury, may be relieved by the fore-- 
going means; otherwife the operation fhould be 
called. to its aid; particularly in fuch parts as will 
admit of the ufe of the tourniquet, or the neceffary 
check being given to the circulation through ee 

ea . H e 
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The Spurious or Falfe Aneurifm. For reafons giveti 
under the article Accidents from Bleeding, it ap- 
pears to be wrong to make great preffure upon this 
tumour ; fince the return of the blood through the 
vein muft be impeded by it, and the effufion of the 
artery is likely to be increafed ; inftead of which it 
has been recommended to let the blood flow through 
the orifice in large quantity, or to leffen the impe- 
tus by opening fome other vein, to enjoin reft, to 
keep the body cool and lax, and obferve a fpare 
diet; to clofe the external orifice with flips of 
plafter, and ufe no bandage. Others ufe com- 
prefies in the courfe of the artery above and below 
the orifice, and immediately upon the injured part, 
with a tight fpiral bandage. Some few inftances 
may have done well by either of thefe methods of 
cure, but this fpecies moftly requires the opera- 
tion. | 

The Varicofe Aneurifm. Moderate preffure may be 
ferviceable in this complaint, as a fupport to the 
coats of the vein; but inftances are well authenti- 
cated, proving that they have continued for many 
years without any attempt to relieve, in nearly the 
fame ftate as at firft. The difcovery of this diftinét 
kind of aneurifm, as it is called, is of great im- 
portance, fince it will prevent an unneceflary at- 
tempt towards a cure, by means of a dangerous, 
though, on other occafions, a neceflary operation. 

The operation for the aneurifm may be performed 
after the following manner: The tourniquet and’ 
ligature. being fixed upon the fuperior part of the — 
limb, and the circulation fully ‘fuppreffed, fuppofe 
in the humeral.artery, the arm fhould be placed on a 
table, in fuch .a pofition as will beft expofe the 
whole of the tumour to view; an-incifion is then ta’ 
be made withthe fcalpel, from the upper extremity 
of the fwelling to its’ moft inferior part, in the courfe 
of the artery; through the fkin and cellular mem- 
brane, fo.as toexpofe the coagulated body, which — 

. 2 5 aie will 
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will appear in form of a membranous fubftance ; an 
opening is then made with the lancet into the middle 
of the tumour, large enough to admit the end of 
the left fore-finger, upon which the blunt-pointed 
biftoury is to be pafled both upwards and downwards, 
to the full extent of the cavity. The coagulated 
blood being removed with the fingers, and the 
whole fponged clean, the tourniquet may be 
flackened a little, the more readily to difcover the 
injured part of the artery. It isa matter of difpute 
between fome men of eminence, whether the coagu- 
lum fhould be difcharged or not; both methods 
have fucceeded. Vide the laft of this article. A 
crooked needle, fharp at its fides only, and armed 
with a broad flat waxed ligature, is to be paffed 
round the artery, juft above the orifice, in the firft 
inftance, and another at the fame diftance below it; 
which ligatures are to be tied tight, pafling them, 
as is ufual, twice through the firft noofe, and then 
making the fingle knot over it, and leaving the ends 
a fufficient length beyond the edges of the wound. 
The tourniquet may then be loofened ; and if no 
blood be difcharged from the artery, the whole is to 
be dreffed with lint, a pledgit of white cerate, a 
foft linen comprefs, and flight retentive ban- 
dage. The patient fhould be immediately re- 
moved to bed, the limb placed upon a pillow, in 
the. moft eafy.pofture ; and an opiate muft be occa- 
- fionally given. | 
In making the ligature round the veffel, it will be 
proper to avoid taking in the nerve, which may be 
readily done by bending the arm a little, and raifing 
the artery, either with the probe introduced into its 
orifice, or with the hook, or by pinching it. up with 
the finger and thumb. The needle fhould have no 
edge at its convex part; and it is advifeable to ufe 
one with a blunt end; an eye-probe bent will an- 
{wer the purpofe equally well. It will be prudent to 
have the amputating inftruments in readinefs, for 
H 2 fear 
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fear fecuring the veffel fhould be impracticable. 
The limb ts commonly for a few hours without pul- 
fation, and for fome time affeéted with numbnefs, 
and a fenfe of cold. | 

The patient’s diet fhould be managed agreeably 
to the nature and ftrength of the conftitution, and 
particular fymptoms: the wound is alfo to be 
treated accordingly. | | 

A new and ingenious method of curing the falfe 
aneurifm from bleeding, without rendering the 
artery impervious, was fuggefted and practifed 
with fuccefs, by Mr. Lambert of Newcaftle, in the 
year 1759, as appears by a paper publifhed in Med. 
‘Obf. and Eng. vol. 2. This was effected by 
paffing a fmall fteel pin, rather more than_a quarter 
of an inch in length, through the lips of the wound 
m the artery, which was fecured by twifting a 
thread round it, as for the hare-lhp; by which 
means the veffel was perfeétly clofed, and healed up. 
Previous to paffing the pin, the incifion was made 
according to ufual extent, in order to lay the ar- 
tery fufficiently bare ; and two licatures were pro- 
vifionally pafled under the veffel, one above, and 
the other below the orifice. ) . 

It was firft dreffed on the fourth day from the 
operation, when the whole had a eood appearance ? 
the pin came away on the fourteenth day, and every 
part was healed on the twenty-fecond day, ex- 
- cept where the ligatures remained, but which were 
never tied; on the laft-mentioned day they were 
removed, and the wound was perfectly healed in a 
‘few days after. The pulfe was very littl weaker 
than ufual. . a4 

There are but few opportunities for performing 
an operation of this kind in the manner defcribed by — 
_ Mr. Lambert, and as few furgeons who would 
venture upon it in private practice, without further 
proofs of its good effects; it is for thefe reafons — 
perhaps that we have not heard of a fecond trial. 

| | Rational 
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Rational conjectures are formed againft it being 
frequently performed; {till fhould it be again at- 
tended with fuccefs, there might be reafon to be- 
lieve, that it would be a valuable as well as an ‘in- 
genious mode of operating in fimilar cafes. 
, It has been obferved by Mr. Sharp; that aneu- 
tifms. from: bleeding commonly happen above thé 
divifion of the humoral artery; and that to render 
the veffel impervious, appears a defperate remedy, 
and likely to produce mortification; but we know 
that although for fome time after the operation, the 
degree of pulfe is fcarcely diftinguifhable, fuccefs 
has attended the operation, in aneurifms both of 
the main trunk of the humoral and the ‘femoral ar- 
teries; more particularly in the popliteal aneu- 
rifm, where the femoral artery has been tied up high 
in the thigh juft below the branching off of the 
arteria profunda, by which and its inofculations the 
circulation has been reftored. In this operation the 
tumour of blood has ‘been left to itfelf, and goné 
down ‘gradually. without. being opened and dif- 
charged: ie bs RY 
Mr. John Bell of Edinbureh, in his Difcourfeés 
before quoted, has given a moft extraordinary cafe | 
of an aneurifm in the pofterior iliac artery, which 
fifeweth the poffibility of operating with fuccefs, 
above the branching off of the profunda. This cafe 
is of fo new and interefting a nature, and gives fo 
{trong an inftance of the operator’s fkill-and refolu- 
tion, that a faithful recital of it in Mr. Bell’s own 
words can need no apology. 
*¢ A poor man, who was by trade a leech-catcher, 
** fellas he was ftepping out of a boat ; and the 
© Jong and pointed feifflars which are ufed in his 
_ * bufinefs, bac in his pocket, pierced his hip 
_ *© exactly over the fciatic notch, where the great 
‘< iliac artery comes out from the pelvis. The 
artery was ftruck with the point of the fciffars ; 
§§ it bled furioufly ; the patient fainted ; and in fo — 
iis ie ae _£ narrow 
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** narrow and deep a wound, the furgeon, when he 
came, found little dificulty in {topping it up, 
€* and lefs difficulty ftill in making it heal. The 
‘ outward wound was cured; the ‘oreat tumor foon 
** formed; and the man travelled up from the 
north country, where the accident had befallen 
** him, and in fix weeks after arrived in our hofpi- 
tal here, with a prodigious tumour of his hip, his 
** thi¢gh rigtdly contracted, the ham bended, the 
*¢ whole leg fhrunk, and cold alfo and ulelefs, as if 
it had been an aneurifm rather of the artery on | 
** the fore-part of the thigh. 

“« The tumour was of a prodigious fize, and by 
s* that very circumftance of its being one of the 
“© oreateft aneurifms, it loft all the charaéteriftics of 
* aneurifm; efpecially there was no pulfation, no 
*< retroceffion of the blood when the tumor was 
** preffled upon; there was nothing peculiar ex- 
** cept this, that the great and fudden diftenfion was 
the caufe of great pajn; and from the continual 
pain, lamenefs, and hopes of a cure, he was 
ready to fubmit to any thing, befeeching us to 
f° operate, 

© There was little doubt of its being a great 
** aneurifm, but there was a poffibility alfo a its 
“* being a vaft abfcefs; and as it was refolved, in 
“* confultation, that he fhould be carried into the 
‘§ operation room; that a {mall incifton fhould be 
*« made; that the fkin being cut, the bag itfelf 
€* fhould be juft touched with the point of a lancet ; 
€< if found to contain matter, it fhould be fully 
“‘ opened; but if blood, that it was then to be 
** confidered as an aneurifin of fo particular a kind, 
‘€_as to entitle us to call for a full confultation. * | 

‘© J] made an incifion two inches and a half in 
‘< length, the great fafcia.in the hip, blue, and 
«© very ftrong, formed the coat of the tumour ; and 
« under that were feen the big fibres of the great 
** gluteus mufcle. The knife was ftruck into: ea 

| f° an 


PR ACTICAL SURGERY,, 103 


and large. clots of very firm) black blood rolled out 


by the tenfenefs of the tumour,:which began to 


emit the-clots.in this way the moment that it was 
opened at one point. There»was one thing fur- 


ther defirable, before we put»the patient to ) bed, 
that we fhould underftand the cafe fo far as to’ be 


able to report to the confultation, whether the 


artery was abfolutely open, and whether it was the 
great artery of the hip. . I continued: therefore 
(knowing that the opening [ had made could: be 
covered with the point of the thumb):to pull out 
a few more clots of blood, till the warm. and 
florid blood; began to flow; I then pufhed in a 
tent-like comprefs: into the fmall wound of. the 
tumour, (viz. of the fafcia) laid abroad comprefs 
over the outward wound, and put the patient to 
bed, with one.of the pupils. holding the hand upon 
his hip. 


_ © This .was ‘done at one o ‘clock, ed at four the 
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contultation met, and the operation was per- 
formed; and in my notes I find: two fteps of the 


operation chiefly marked:.1. That upon opening 
the tumour fully with an incifion of eight inches 


long, and turning out the: great clots, the blood 
was thrown out with a whifking noife, and with 


fuch impetus, that the affiftants were covered 
with it, and in a moment twenty hands were 
about the tumour, and the bag was filled with 
{ponges, and cloths of all kinds, which had no 


better effect than the cloths which, in any 


accident, the friends, in) great iad satc) wrap 
round a wounded arm; for though the blood was 
not thrown in a full ftream, not in jets, it was 
feen rifing through the edges of the incifion; it 
floated by the fides of the cloths, which were 
preffed down by the hands of the affiftants. But 
we knew it alfo by a more alarming fign; for 
the man who was at firft lying not flat, but fup- 
porns himfelf on his elbows, fell down, his arms 
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fell lifelefs, and without pulfe, over the fide of the 
table, his head hung down, and was livid; he 
uttered two) or three heavy groans, and we be- 
lieved him dead. | 

** 2. Seeing in this critical moment that he was 
to be faved, it was to be only by a fudden ftroke. 
I ran the biftoury upwards and downwards, and at . 
once made my incifion two feet in length. 1! 
thruft my hand down to the bottom of the tu- 


“mour, turned off the great fponge which was 
‘over the artery, felt the warm jet of blood, put 


the point of my finger upon the mouth of the 
artery; then I felt diftinétly its pulfe, and then 
only was I affured that the man was ftill alive. 
The affiftants laid afide the edges of this prodi- 
gious bag, and fought out the feveral fmaller 
{ponges which had been thruft. in; and the bag 
being deliberately cleaned, and its edges held 
afide, I kept the fore-finger of my left-hand 
fteady upon the artery, paffed one of the largeft 
needles round under my fore-finger, fo as to fur- 
round the artery: one of my friends tied thé 
ligature; and then, upon lifting the point of my 
finger, it was diftinétly feen, that it was the 
pofterior iliac artery; that the artery had been 
cut fairly acrofs, and had bled with open mouth; 
that it was cut, and tied exactly where it turns 
over the bone: and although the extremities were 
cold, the face of a leaden colour, and the man 
had ceafed to groan, and lay as dead; though 
the faint pulfation could not be felt through the 
fkin, in any part of the body; we faw the artery 
beating fo {trongly, whenever I lifted my finger, 
that we were affured of our patient’s fafety ; how- 
ever, he was fo low, that after laying down the 
fides of the fac, and putting bandages round his 
body to keep all firm, we were obliged to have 
a bed brought in; and having given him fome 

“* cordials, 
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cordials, we left him to fleep in the great opera- 


‘tion room, attended by the pupils and nurfes, | 
«© He was cured of this great wound in léfs than 
~feven months, although his cure was protra¢ted 


by the foul fuppuration ‘of fuch a bag, and b 


-exfoliations of the ileum and factum, whic 


{poiled, not fo much from their having been 


laid bare by the laft fudden ftroke of the knife, 


as by the aneurifmal blood having lain upon therm ; 


‘the exfoliations were very large, and the facrum 


e{pecially continued exfoliating to the very day on 
which the ‘wound clofed. 

<<’ T do not know whether this man be recovered 
entirely; for he left the houfe lame, from the 
contrations of the hip and ham, and walking by 
the help of ‘a ftick ; but however he thought him- 
felf fit to undertake his profeffion, and went to 
England with that defign. (Dr. Farquharfon 
called upon him’ afterwards on his return, and 
found him walking ftoutly, and in good health.) . 


This was one of the largeft aneurifms ever 


a 
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heard of, containing not lefs than eight pounds of 
blood. It is an ihftance of one of the leaft pro- 
bable of all wounds, viz. a fmall fharp point 
touching one of the’ deepeft arteries, and one of 
the:lareeft ; and wounding it at the very point 
where it comes out from the trunk of the body, 
and where it cannot be compreffed ; for though 
my friend, Dr, Farquharfon, tried to make fome 
impreffion upon the defcending aorta, by prefling 
down his fift into the belly, fo as to touch the 
fpine, ftill there was a deluge of blood upon 
cutting up the tumour, and the artery beat itrongly 
under my finger.” 


VARIX. 


DeserreTion. The Varix is an unequal dilatation 


or {welling of the vein, which fometimes grows large 


and 
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and painful, and is apt to burft; caufing a: plentiful 

hemorrhage, oran ulcer. Varices may be formed » 

in all parts of the body, but chiefly in the legs and 

ankles: when fmall, they are not much attended to. 

~ ‘Women with child, and coftive habits, are moft fub- 
jettothem. | | +n ie 

Causes. The moft frequent are, preffure of the 
iliac veffels, particularly during pregnancy, ob-— 
ftruéted mefentery and liver, ftrains, and violent 
exertions of the mufcles. It may be alfo occafioned 
by a general relaxation of the vafcular fyftem. 

Cures. The laced ftocking, tightened at difcre- 
tion, is the beft palliative; but thofe which are 
large and painful will fometimes require , to be 
opened, and even extirpated. Heifter gives us the 
following as the readieft mode of treatment; ‘to 
make a ligature around the lower part of the dif- 
tended vein, then to open the tumour, and let out 
the grumous blood, healing as in other wounds, , 

It is alfo recommended to tie the veffel above and 
below the varix, asin the aneurifm; but there can 
be no occafion for the ligature above, unlefs. extir- 
pation is intended, which may be more readily done » 
by excifion. | 

Thofe who are fubject to varices fhould be rather 
abftemious in their diet, ufe proper exercife, ban- 
dage, and friction, | 


STRAINS O67 SPRAINS, 


Description. They are injuries that chiefly hap- 
pen about the joints, by fuddenly overftretching the 
tendinous, membranous, or ligamentous parts; the 
confequences of which are pain, tumour, tenfion, 
and inflammation, in degree proportionate to the 
force of the caufe, the refifting powers, and the 
number of the ligaments or tendons concerned. 
Sometimes a portion of the fibres is torn afun- 
der, which circumftance adds greatly to the migienee 
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of the fymptoms, and produces a lafting -thicknefs 
and {tiffnefs in the part. , 

Accidents of this kind moft commonly happen to 
the wrift and ankle, which feem to be particularly 
guarded againft them by {trong licamentous bands. 
thefe when overftretched therefore, are productive 
of more pain and inflammation, than fome other 
parts. 
.. When the injury happens at the ankle joint, and 
the furgeon’s affiftance has not been timely called 
for, the whole of the ankle and foot is fometimes fo 
blown up and immoveable, and appears fo much dil- 
torted, that it is difficult to determine whether the 
joint be difplaced or not. The principal means to- 
wards afcertaining that point are, to mark the par- 
ticular pofture of the injured foot, to compare it 
with the other, and to notice the direction in which 
it moft readily admits of motion. If diflocated, the 
fole is turned outward or inward, in oppofite direc- 
tion to the luxated part; or the foot is longer or 
fhorter than in its natural ftate, according as it is 
difplaced. Provided then, that the joint admits of 
fome degree of motion directed upward and down- 
ward, and that the foot has neither of the inclina- 
tions here fpecified, the ankle may be declared free 
from diflocation. In other joints, on the like occa- 
fion, thefe fymptoms may be. refpectively attended 
to. . t cid 
Causzs. A fall, blow, or fudden twift of the 
part, during violent exertion; whence the liga- 
ments, mufcles, and the adjacent tendons, become 
ftretched beyond their natural power of action, or 
their fibrés are partially ruptured. 

Cure. Sprains may be regularly divided into 
three ftages; the effufive, or ftate of fudden diften- 
fion, the inflammatory, and that of debility, or lofs 
of tone. | Ae 

The popular remedy of plunging the part into 
old water, if applied immediately, or very ob 

alter 
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after the accident, is likely to have a good ef- 
fect; by reftraining the fudden effufion from the li- 
garnentous parts, and giving a timely check to the 
fwelling : for in all violent ftrains of the ligaments. 
and tendons, the obftinate and painful thicknefs, 
which often ‘attends them in the Jatrer ftage, 38 

moftly in proportion to the fize of the tumour which 
came on_at firft. 

Topical bleeding, after the ufe of cold afttin- 
gents, is much praétifed of late, with a view to 
prevent or check inflammation ; and is repeated, ac- 
cording to the violence of the fymptoms, and the 
ftrenath or habit of the patient. It. 1s alfo’ ftronely 
recommended in the latter {tace of the complaint, 
for the relief of the painfulnefs. and thicknefs of the _ 
ligaments, &c. &c. Leeches are moft applicable 
to the parts round the joints. 

In the fecond, or inflammatory ftate, reft is ab- 
felutely neceffary ; thick compreffes dipped in vine- 
ear, alone, or mixed with equal parts of water, and 
frequently renewed, alfo in Goulard’s vegeto-mine- 
ral water, are the moft approved applications, till 
the tumour and pajnful tenfion are fubfided. The 
deeree of injury and confequent pain, the inflain- 
mation and tenfion ia the part, their effect on the 
general fyftem, together with the nature and ftreneth 
of the conttitution, will beft indicate the neceffity 
of blood-letting and internal remedies. For which 
fee Contufion, When the inflammatory fymptoms 
are much abated, particularly in leuco-phlegmiatic 
habits, it will be proper to bathe the part with cam- 
phorated {pirit, opodeldock, or arquebufade mixed 
with either of the two firft mentioned difcutients, 
or by themfelves. _ Bandage will then be neceflary, 
fuficient to fupport the lame parts ; and the joint 
ought to be now and then gently put in motion with 
the affiftance of the hand, to prevent rigidity in the 
ligamentous and tendinous parts. 


snauld the recovery be flow and tedious, it will 
be 
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. 
be right to immerge the part in cold water, or to 
pump upon it every other day at leaft, rubbing it 
well afterwards with a coarfe cloth, or a fiehh- 
brufh. | 
_ Proper bandage applied foon after receiving the 
injury, has often proved effectual in flight cafes; 
but it is well known to have been particularly fo, 
after the tenfion and inflammation were removed, 
in that kind of lamenefs and painful fpafm, which - 
fometimes follow violent fprains and contufions. 

The painful ftiffnefs of the ligaments, &c. has - 
been fometimes remedied by the means prefcribed 
for anchylofis. The warm waters of Bath and Bux- 
ton have been fuccefsfully ufed on fuch occafions, 
pareicularly when the injury was complicated with. 
rheumatic affection. 

Strengthening plafters and oily embrocations have 
little good effect: the former may ferve. as a kind 
of band or ftay to the joint, and the latter are per- 
haps rather beneficial from the friction required in 
their ufe. Bandage with well fitted rollers, laced 
ftockings or joint-pieces, dry friction and moderate 
exertion, are the beft reftoratives in the latter ftage. 


CONTUSIONS, 


Description. Thefe injuries may be diflinguith- 
ed under two. different heads ; viz. fimple and com- 
plicated. The former is when the. veffels remain 
entire, but, from a lofs of tone, do not cantribute 
the neceffary action towards affifting the circulation 
of the fluids through the bruifed part: or when,the 
{maller veffels are ruptured, and the effufed fluid 
becomes ftagnant within the cellular membrane, 
producing difcolouration, or what is called Eechymo- 
fis. ‘The latter is when a. confiderable blood-veflel 
is much injured or ruptured, or fome principal. 
nerve, tendon, mufcle, membrane, or gland, is ve- 
bemently hurt, with or without an external wound... 
Le é Bi Bruiles, 
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Bruifes, at firft, are generally accompanied with 
a numb aching, afterwards a fhooting throbbing 
pain, anda fenfe of pain in and about the part af- 
fected ; and the ftagnated fluid changes the natural 
colour of the fkin to a variegated appearance, of 
red, brown, leaden, black, yellow, and green. 

When a confiderable artery is materially injured, 
it is not unlikely to give rife to an aneurifm; if a 
large vein or lymphatic, to varix or cedema; if a 
principal nerve or tendon be much hurt, palfy, 
wafting or lamenefs in the limb; when the mufcles 
are deeply affected, abfcefs and gangrene, or in vi- 
tiated habits, fordid- ulcers; if the capfular liga- 
ment, the periofteum or bone, anchylofis or caries ; 
and if much injury be done to a glandular part, 
fcirrhus and cancer may enfue. Internal contufion, 
when violent and extenfive, is often fucceeded by 
difeafe and death. When a bruife is attended with 
a wound, the feparation of the parts generally ex- 
tends to fome diftance around, and it comes. under 
the denomination of a Complicated Wound. Contu- 
fions then are of more or lefs moment, according to 
the degree of force or refiftance with which they. 
were received, the fituation or importance of the 
part injured, and the nature of the habit. 

Causes. Contufions are occafioned by the action 
or refiftance of fome hard obtufe body. 

Cure. The internal treatment neceffary in fuch 
injuries are, during the inflammatory ftage, bleeding 
agreeable to the quantity of injury, nature of the 
part, and conftitution: cooling laxatives, particu- 
larly by injections, if the hurt be in the belly; ni- 
trous and other neutral attenuating medicines, Do- 
ver’s powder, opiates, or the diaphoretic remedy 
with tinct. of opium, and antimonial or ipecacuan- 
ha wine, as directed under the article, Injuries of the. 
Head. : 

Externally, thick compreffes wetted with the 


beft white wine vinegar warmed, or a folution of 
| fal 
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_ fal ammoniac in oxycrate; alfo, wrung out. of old 
verjuice, or moiftened with .the faturnine. water 
flightly warmed or otherwife. If the ecchymofis 
fhould not be fufficiently attenuated by thefe means 
‘to be abforbed or difperfed, the coagulated fluid will 
moft probably require to be evacuated; which may 
be done by a flight incifion at or near the moft de- 
pending edge of the bruifed and diftended part. 

‘Laneguid and watery habits require more powerful 
_difcutients; fuch as, the addition of a third part or’ 
more of camphorated fpirit, the faponaceous lini- 
ment, arquebufade, the ftrong beer poultice, &c. 
Should inflammation, fuppuration, gangrene, {cirr- 
hus, or any other incident occur, further informa- 
tion with refpect to its treatment may be feen un- 
der each feparate head. 

In flighter cafes, where the chief intention Is to 
reftrain effufion, or ftrengthen the tone of the parts, 
cold reftringent applications, occafionally mixed with 
fpirituous or faponaceous medicines, anfwer beft at 
the firft ftage ; at other times, a folution of. volatile 
falts in vegetable acids is to be preferred. 
| Confiderable relief and increafe of motion has 
been obtained’ in a contufed fhoulder of very long 
ftanding, in a fcrophulous habit, from repeated 
applications of blifters, and afterwards receiving the 
Bath waters upon the part immediately from the- 
pump. In this inflance the mufcles and ligaments 
had contracted great rigidity and ftiffnefs, and the 
head of the bone had both the feel and appearance 
of being much enlarged, fcarcely admitting the leaft 
motion without fevere pain. In fuch cafes local 
blood-letting with leeches has been of fervice. 

In violent bruifes the ftructure of the veffels is _ 
fometimes wholly deftroyed; a lofs of fubftance na-- 
turally follows, and produces an ulcerous fore. If 
the bone be at the fame time tuch injured, the’ 
whole of the difeafed parr muft feparate, or be fe-: 

. parated, 
I \ 
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parated, before the fore can be healed; Vide, nae 
Ventofa. 


DISLOCATIONS 72 GENERAL. 


Description. A diflocation.or luxation, is when 
the head of the bone is removed from its articula- 
tion. Luxations may be divided into claffes, Simple 
and Compound; the latter when complicated. with 
fracture, wound, &c. 

To be perfectly acquainted with the nature of a 
diflocation, and its cure, it is neceflary to have a 
clear idea of the natural ftate of the joint, as well 
as the attachment and ufes of the furrounding liga: 
ments and the mutcles. | 

A luxation is to be afcertained, by the want of 
regular motion in the joint, by diftortion of the 
part, by increafe or diminution in the length of the 
injured limb, by hollownefs over the joint, and the — 
projection of the head of the bone in an oppofite 
direction. } 

Luxations from an internal caufe may be known 
by the limb being moveable in any direétion; from 
the hollownefs in the joint and oppofite projection ; 
from the increafed length of the diflocated limb; 
and from the part being free from inflammation, or~ 
lefs painful than that from external caufe. 

In this kind of accident, as in fractures, BA 
force is not fo neceffary towards reduction, as pecu- 
iar fkill and management. The mufcles and tendi- 
nous expanfions, which are ftretched.in confequence 
of the bone being difplacéd, fhould be brought into 
as relaxed a ftate as poffible ; to. which end, it will 
be neceffary to place the joint below in the hent po- 
fition. 

When luxations are dificult of roglesaiaiee it is 
generally fuppofed that the capfular ligament is 
ruptured: this may fometimes ibe the cafe, but it 

5 : ought 
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Sunt ‘NOt’to be a hindrance to repeated? and varied 
attempts towards their reduétion. ‘Great obftruétion 
fometimes arifes, from fixing one point of extenfion’ 
below the lower extremity “of the diflocated bone, 
‘The extenfion ought’ always to be gradual; by 
which means, the degree of ‘force neceflary to bring 
the head’ of the bone on a proper level with: the” 
focket-may be effected, without doing the injury to 
the parts concerned, ‘which fudden’ and violent force 
has been known to produce. 

The'chief maxims then to be obferved in ‘the 
pancho of luxated joints are, ftedfaftly to’ fix the 
refitting point, to put the mufcles’and tendons in 
cotneétion with the bone into a relaxed ftate, and 
to make the neceffary extenfion gradually on that 
bone only. | 

The*received opinion of the fynovia’ concreting 

and choaking up’ the focket, fo as to produce a ftiff 
joint, is entirely groundlefs: the caufe of fuch im- 
mobility’ are, fracture, erofion, or caries, ‘in the 
head of the bone or the? focket, the Jacerated parts: 
_ growing firmly together, ora confirmed ftiffneis in 
the ligamentous and tendinous- expanfions. 
+ Causzs. ‘The’ caufes of luxations “are ‘either éx-' 
ternal or internal ; ‘the former’ arifing from’ falls, 
blows, jumping, &c. the latter from-weaknefs and: 
relaxation’of the ligament, or a cotigeftion of hu-. 
mours in the cavity “of the joint. 

Cure. In diflocations, as well ag aciees: the. 
‘bone is'to be replaced by regular extenfion, and 
neceffary preflure. A fufficient degree of. exten- 
fion muit be made, to bring the head of the bone’ 
on a line with the edge of the focket; which done, 
the mufcles themfelves will feel their power, and 
feldom fail to reftore it to its proper place: but this 
may be more readily brought about with the towel, 
fixed round the neck of the furgeon, in fome cafes, 
or by comprefling the part with 1 the hand, in others. 
Luxations fhould be reduced as foon as poffible, 

I unlefs 
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unlefs. the tenfion and. inflammation be too great to 
admit the trial, when it may. be neceflary to defer 
the reduction,, till, the impeding fymptoms be re- 
moved: this is to be brought about by timely eva- 
cuations, faturnine folutions. or poultices, &c. &c. 
and: an eafy pofition of the limb. The application, 
of bandage after. reduction is principally neceffary, 
in diflocations arifing from or produced by relaxation 
in the ligamentous parts; and will fometimes be of 
little ufe, unlefs affifted by, cold bathing,. pumping 
upon the part, friction, fpirituous-and faponaceous 
embrocations, &c. a} 
Diflocations complicated with a wound, hemorr- 
hage, laceration, abicefs, &c. are of dangerous ten- 
dency, and require fimilar treatment with fra¢tures 
accompanied with the like circumftances. 
_ Luxations of the humerus after various and vio- 
lent attempts, have been reduced by the moft fim- 
ple means. A woman who lived near Colchefter 
was famous for reducing the luxated fhoulder-bone ; 
her method was, to bend the lower arm and take 
firm hold of the elbow, then repeatedly to make a 
rotatory movement of the arm, and after having, 
raifed.the elbow above the fhoulder, to place the 
left hand doubled under the arm-pit, and carry the 
arm, fuddenly down to the patient’s fide. ak? 
. A luxated humerus of fome weeks ftanding, js 
known to have been reduced by: means of Hunter’s 
pullies and the towel; the patient having been pre- 
vioufly, relaxed by evacuations, low diet, warm 
bathing, and repeated application of the vapour 
bath and oleofe embrocations to the joint. Jn fuch 
cafes, blifters repeatedly applied over the joint will 
greatly affift towards recovering the tone of the 
parts. 


DISLOCATIONS 2% PARTICULAR, 


Luxated Faw. The lower jaw is fubje& to. luxa- 
4. tion 
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tion forward, and on one or both fides; if difplaced 
on one fide only, the chin is diftorted on the other,. 
and the mouth is wideit on the oppofite fide: if on 
both fides, the mouth gapes wide, and the lower 
. range of teeth projects, the chin inclines towards the 
breaft, and. is thrown ftrait forward, and the tem- 
poral mufcles are rigid. The reduction is not dif- 
ficult, if attempted foon after the accident; but 
when both fides fuffer, bad fymptoms enfue, unlefs 
the reduction be quickly performed. 

In both cafes, the patient is to be placed on a 
low feat, and held firm by an affiftant, the furgeon. 
is then to thruft his two thumbs, wrapped round 
with the corner of a handkerchief or cloth, as far 
back as poflible into the patient’s mouth, placing 
his fingers on the outfide of the jaws: he is then to 
prefs the hinder part of the jaw forcibly down- 
ward and backward, at the fame time endeavouring « 
to raife the fore part with his fingers. If one head 
only be luxated, it fhould be pufhed towards ‘the in- 
jured fide. Care mutt be taken to guard the thumbs 
Well, and to withdraw them as quickly as poffible. 
Should the jaw be more than ordinarily weak after 
reduction, a fupporting bandage fhould be carried 
from the-chin, and fattened at the upper part of the 
head. | 

Luxated. Neck. In this cafe, the condyloid pro- 
ceffes of the occiput are thrown out of the glenoid 
cavities of the atlas, or upper vertebra of the neck ; 
Which, without immediate affiftance, muft prove 
fatal. .Perfons killed by this kind of luxation, are 
faid to have broken their necks. It is eafily known, 
by the fudden deprivation of fenfe and.motion, by 
the diftortion of the head, and by the chin being 
forced down clofe upon the breaft. The beft mode 
of reduction is, to place the Kneés upon the pa- 
tient’s fhoulders, clolely retaining the neck between 
them’; then quickly feizing the head with both 
hands, to make a powerful extenfion of the necx, - 

‘ pasias | moving 
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moving the head gently from fide to fide. Luxa~ 
tions of the other vertebra of the neck are to be 
treated in like manner.” 

Luxated Spinal Vertebre. ‘The esters of the 
back cannot be completely difplaced without break- 
ing the proceffes. ‘Luxations of this kind are 
known by, the diftortion of the {pine, a paralyfis 
below the luxated joint, and an involuntary difcharge 
of urine and faces; without relief the lower extre- 
mities grow dead by degrees, and the death of the 
patient generally follows. ‘The violence of the 
fymptoms is in proportion to the hurt received in 
the fpinal marrow. ‘The moft likely means of re- 
duction are, inclining the ‘patient over a cafk, or 
fome other cylindrical body, then prefiing down the 
juxated vertebra, at the fame time Poe the fu- 
perior part of the body upwards. 

If the vertebra protrude on one fide, the patient 
fhould be inclined towards the other; one. affiftant 
depreffing the hip,-and another the oppofite fhoul- 
der. After the partis reduced, bleeding and gen- 
tle diaphoretics are proper, fuch as Dover’s pow- 
der, or the antimonial tincture and laudanum, -as in 
injuries of the head; compreffes wetted with fatur- 
nine foiution, Mindererus’s {pirit, camphorated fpirit, 
é&c. may be applied to the part, and retained 
thereon with the fcapulary and napkin; and the 
body is to be laid in the moft convenient pofture. 

Luxated Os Coccygis. This bone is fometimes 
forced inwards by. a violent fall or blow, and in 
ficult labours. is liable to be puthed outward ; : 
either of which cafes the ftrait cut and lower Mba, 
of the {pine ‘are fubject to.great pain, inflammation, 
and abfcefs: a conftipation requiring manual. affift- 
ance alfo follows. This accident is to be treated — 
like the fra¢ture. 

Luxated Clavicle. This feldom happens... It may 
be diflocated either from the fternum or the proceffus — 
acromion; and is to be reduced by drawing the © 

| fhoulders 
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tbninlderd: back, and neceffary. preffure : the) part 
fhould then be properly contined to its. place by 
comprefs, and bandage; obferving particularly, to 
-fuftain the weight of the arm by a fling, 

Parey and others have remarked, that the calles 
_ bone when luxated near the, proceffus acromion, has 
been miftaken for a diflocated fhoulder; but each 
may be readily diftinguifhed by obferving. that in 
the latter, the fuperior part of the fcapula is pro- 
minent, whereas in the former, a hollow. is to be 
feen over the place where the collar-bone 1s fepa- 
rated. The diftinétion may be further ‘noted by 
not finding the head of the fhoulder-bone,im or near 
the axilla; alfo,’ by perceiving the patural rotundity 
of the head of the bone upon raifing the whole arm, 
and by being able to place the arm clofe. to, the 
patient’s fide : all which particulars. do, not occur 
when the fhoulder-bone is. difplaced. . 

_ Luxated Humerus. (The fhoulder- onest is, he call 
others the mott fubje&t to diflocation. It, may be 
difplaced forward, backward, and downward ;, never 
upward, unleis the acromion and coracoid proce fies 
of the fhoulder-blade..fhould chance to be frac- 
tured. 

When luxated i cenmerdl a cavity appears on 
the fore-part of tne fhoulder, the head of the bone 
as to be felt in'or near the arm-pit, and, the arm 
cannot be prefled clofe to the fide; the acromion 
appears to project further than ufual, and the luxated 
arm is longer than the other, and cannot be raifed 
_ without great pain, 

When: luxated forward, the fame cavity and pro- 
jection appear in front, and the head of the bone 
forms a protuberance towards the breaft, under the » 
-peCtoral mufcle. In the fecond and third cafe, the 
arm cannot be moved without extreme pain, and 
the nerves and blood-veilels are liable to arpat in- 
pany: 

; ‘The principal means Reo ion ‘employed. in the re- 
13 duction 


118 PRACTICAL ‘SURGERY. 


duction of this, as well as moft other luxations, are, 
to elude the refifting force of the mufcles, as much 
as poffible, to ufe a gradual and equable extenfion; 
and not to-attempt raifing the head of the bone, 
till itis brought nearly even with the focket, Thefe 
general rules duly attended to, cannot fail of fuccefs, 
except in inveterate cafes, 

The moft fafe and ready method js that with the 
large napkin and towel, The patient being feated 
on the floor, or on a low ftool, with his two feet 

“beld up, let the middle of a long towel be fixed 
againft the upper part of the cheft; one end of 
which is to be paffed through a ftaple, and tied faft 
to the other, or by any means held faft, fo as to 
fecure the body from giving way to the extenfion. 
The extenfion is then to be made at a fixed point 
above the: elbow joint, which fhould be kept bent 
in order. to relax the biceps and brachizus mufcles, — 
The broad part of a napkin of proper length, being 
previoufly applied under the patient’s arm-pit, and 
the two ends tied behind the neck of the. operator, 
as foon as he finds that the extending power has 
brought it even with the verge, of the cup, he is 
to endeavour with the he!p of this fling to raife the 
head of the bone, and, at the fame time, to bear 
the arm gently downwards like a lever. During 
the extenfion, an affiftant ought to prefs againft and 
keep back the neck of the fcapula; for want of 
doing which, and raifing the feet from the floor, 
many a furgeon has been foiled in the attempt. 

In recent cafes, and weak relaxed habits, fufficient — 
extenfion may be made by the foregoing procefs _ 
being regularly and attentively purfued; but in — 
ftrong mufcular fubjeéts, the refiitance is feldom 
overcame without the aid of greater mechanical 
powers. Various are thé means and contrivances 
which have been invented for this purpofe: the lad- — 
der, gate, and pole, have been long juftly difcarded; 
the ball and heel is {till in practice; the ambie is — 

| not 
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‘hot in fo great requeft as formerly ; Mr.’ Freke’s 
Commander is a good improvement of that inftru- 
ment, and when “fixed parallel ‘to the fide of the 
patient; has anfwered well in difficult cafes. This 
_-and Mr. Hunter’s pullies have been preferred, but 
the inftrument invented by the late ingenious Dr. 
Robt. Hamilton, of Lynn, combines every parti- 
‘cular advantage of the reft, at the fame time that it 
ferves to keep back the fcapula. ‘Yet after all, 
when the ftrongeft powers have been exerted with- 
out effect, a flight turn of the mufcles, or repeated . 
rotatory motion with the arm raifed, and a fudden 
depreflion, have proved fuccefsful. 

If the fhoulder-bone be luxated fo thatthe head libs 
under the pectoral mufcle, the arm’ fhould ‘be 
brought forward, to relax the mufcle, and the héad 
of the bone muft be prefied towards the arm-pit ; 
the like principle of relaxation and preffure fhould 
alfo be attempted, when the bone is forced back- 
ward, towards the fhoulder-blade. 

Luxations of three months ftanding have been 
reduced, by fixing one end of the pullies to a beam 
of fofieient height, and the other to ligatures faf- 
tened round the’ wrift, and raifing the patient me a 
mechanical powers gradually from the ground ; 
perfons at the fame time fupporting the arm able 
-the elbow, to leffen the weight fuftained by the 
wrift, Mr. White, of Manchefter, mentions two 
obftinate cafes, wherein this prevailed fo far, as to 
carry the head of the humerus into the axilla; 
whence it was eafily reftored to its proper place, 
with the heel. ‘The want of a pully has been fup- 
plied by a perfon taller than the patient, raifing the 
arm over his fhoulder, and lifting the patient by. it 
from the ground, alfo by hoifting him up by the 
arm at the upper part of a door; an expedient not 
quite fo regular, A  comprefs and bandage are 
~commonly applied after reduction ; but litcle more 
is then necefflary to be done than. keeping the-arm 
; a clefe 
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__s€lofe's to. the fide,’ and fupporting it ass a fling 
"_paffed round the neck ; unlefs the ligaments are fo 
- much relaxed'.as to. require confinement... Except 
in fuch cafes, it will be proper, after the tenfion 1s 
off, | to give theyoint a gentle degree of jmotion 
now and then, otherwife ad ligaments. are apt to 
get {tif and thicken; to remedy which, the vapour 
- bath, .embrocation with neat’s feet oil, cc. and 
atrars all, répeated blifters, have. been applied with 
fuccefs. , 

. Luxated Elbow, The ulna or cubitus ing fi- 
tuated inferiorly, performs the whole flexion-and ex- 
tenfion of the arm, the radius moving with it. ‘The 
latter bone is’ principally in moticn in the pronation 
and fupination of the hand.. The ulna is fo articu- 
lated with the lower head of the humerus, and faf- 
tened down with fuch ftrong ligaments, that it fel- 
dom fuffers a perfect luxation, except when the pro- 
ceffus olecranon is fra¢tured,..or the ligaments: are 
torn or weakened, 

The Elbow Joint may be luxueed, praliste back- 
ward, outward,. and inward, . When the! ulna i 
thrown backward, which is the moft frequent “ae 
tion of this-part, the arm is bent and fhortened, and 
violent pains arife from the. diftraéted. tendons: and 
ligaments, the head of the, humerus is protuberant 
-in the bend of the arm, the olecranon protrudes -be- 
hind, anda cavity is to be perceived between the 
bones. This luxation is to. be reduced, by. fteadily 
drawing the arm forward, bending the cow, and 
bearing back the humerus, 

If the luxation be forward, hth can: hardly 
happen unlefs the olecranon is: fractured, the pro- 
tuberance is external, and the hollow internal. Due 
extenfion is here neceflary; and if the olecranon»be 
broken, it,muit be treated according to the method 
recommended for the fractured ulna; 1. OLS 3 

The inward and outward luxation are to be: afi 
ed after the method directed in.the firft cafe, +! 

Great | 
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9 Great: pain: and inflammation generally. attend 
accidents of this kind; it will therefore be right:to 
guard /againft thofe plait saa in ‘the manner aaa 
le directed. 

Luxated Wrift. This part is fubjeet to PrPhenlne 
tas different ways ; more eafily forward: and back 
‘ward ithan laterally: fometimes it is complicated 
swith the diftortion of onervor more of the {mall 
bones... The wrift is to be reduced by a regular ex- 
tenfion and preffure. ©The compreffion may be 
better effected, by placing the hand ona flat board 
on tables Boric 

. Luxated “Metacarpal Bones and Fingers. Thefe 
bones are! eafily to be reduced by regular extenfion 
and preffure, and generally require bandage. he 

Luxated Femur, The head of the thigh-bone ‘is 
-ufualiy difplaced:downward and forward; in which 

cafe the luxated limb is longer than the other; the 
knee and foot turning outward; the head of the 
bone lies in the lower part of the groin, towards the 
‘large foramen of the os pubis, and a caviiy is apa 
ceivable i inthe buttock. 

-It is more feldom luxated upward and Sasiencd 
i the hollownefs:is found in:the groin, and the 
“projection upom the buttock ; the limb being fhorter, © 
-and the: foot ‘turning inward. : 
©. Jtis to be: obferved, that she fractured neck af 
_ the thigh-bone may be diftinguifhed from the luxa- 

tion, by the acute pain attending: the former, by the 
extenfive power in moving the limb, and by. the 
grating of) the bones during that motion. The-dif- 
tinction ought to be pofitively | afcertained before any 
attempt is: made towards reduction ; the extenfion re- 
‘guired to replace the fracture, being little more than 
‘the fubfiding tenfion will admit of: whereas the 
eluenge demands powerful and immediate efforts. 

»Thisluxation is to be reduced by placing the 
eparinnt either-on his fide.or back; then paffing a 

sre towel or two tied together, under the thigh 
pat | and 
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and over the groin, and faftening the fame to the 
head of the bed, ora ftaple fixed ina line with the 
‘body ;:then fixing a cloth or two of the fame kind 
to the thigh, two or more powerful affiftants are 
required to make equal extenfion, obferving to keep — 
the knee bent. When the extenfion is fufficiently 
made, the furgeon is to carry the knee towards the 
belly of the patient, and prefs the head of the bone 
with the hand or fling, towards the focket.. The 
pully, with a proper fixed point, is the moft regular 
extenfor on all fuch occafions, A comprefs and 
convenient bandage are generally applied after re- 
duction. | 

The curved pofition of both leg and thigh is 
looked upon by fome practitioners as moft favour-- 
ing reduction, upon the plan of relaxing the mufcles: 
an attempt of that kind fhould be made prior to 
more powerful means, which has fometimes had _ 
the defired effeét. Ks? 

Luxated Patella. The knee-pan is moftly dif- 
placed on the outfide and infide of the joint: but 
feldom fuffers a perfec luxation, except when the 
Knee goes with it. It is feldom thrown upward, 
unlefs from a rupture or relaxation of the connect- 
ing heament. It is to be reduced by extending the 
leg, and uling fome force: to prefs the bone into its 
 proper’place. Reft and convenient bandage will be > 
neceflary for a time; yet the knee fhould be now 
-and then cently bent. 

Luxated Knee. The tibia may be forced from un- 
der the head of the thigh-bone laterally or back- 
ward; fearcely ever forward, from the refiftance of 
the pateila and ligaments. It is not difficult to dif- 
cover a luxation of this joint, on account of its thin 
covering; but thé bones are feldom fo well replaced 
as.to prevent {tiffneis, which more commonly happens — 
from the injury done to the tendinous and liga- 
smentous expanfions; it will therefore be proper to 
give frequent motion to. the joint, during the cure, 


The 
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The bones are to be replaced by regular extenfion 
above and below the knee, gently bending it, and 
endeavouring to raife the head of the tibia with the 
hands or fling. : aA | 

Sometimes the fibula is feparated from the tibia, 
and driven upward or downward; this moftly hap- 
pens when the foot has been diflocated outward; 
and it is to be replaced by gentle extenfion, and by: 
prefling it into its proper ftation, Bandage is ne- 
eetary een ‘alae 

Luxated Ankle. The foot is fubject to diflocation, 
outward, inward, forward, and backward. When 
difplaced inwardly, the bottom of the foot is turned 
outward ; when outwardly, the contrary happens, 
Tf the luxation be forward, the heel is fhortened, and 
the foot is lengthened: the foot always inclining in 
oppofite direction to the diflocated part. 

The ankle is feldom luxated externally, without 
breaking the lower part of the fibula, or feparating 
jt from the tibia: in which cafe, provided the acci- 
‘dent be attended with much inflammation, it will 
-be both difficult and dangerous to attempt reduc~- 
tion until thofe fymptoms are abated, otherwife the 
earlier it is done the better. : : 

‘When the luxation is thus complicated, the leg 
fhould be held and extended, by an affiftant above, 

and a fkilful perfon below the joint ;. who is to bend 
_ ‘the foot up, whilft the furgeon is endeavouring to 


prefs the bones into their proper place. Th a cafe of 


this kind, it will be impoffible to keep the bones in 
their right ftation, without applying fplints in an op- 
‘pofite direction. The eighteen-tailed bandage 


ought to be ufed from the firft, for the convenience 


of repeating the necefiary applications without dif- 
‘turbine the limb. This kind of luxation is fre- 
‘quently accompanied with violent fymptoms. © | 

Lusated Bones of the Foot’ and°Toes. In all fuch - 
-cafes, the fame method is to be purfued as is di- 
_ yectéed -for reduction and cure of ‘luxation in the fu- 
: ) perior 
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perior extremities. »-Reft in bed, or.on a couch, is 
here particularly neceflary.. The heel-bone may -be 
luxated. both inward and-outward : it is generally at- 
tended with fevere pain, and. may be known from 
the two oppofites,» viz. tumour and cavity. It 1s 
to be Replircd by means of eatenifion and. preffure. . 
ere 
FRACT URES in GENERAL... 

Description. Fraétures are commonly inided 
into two denominations ; the Simple, when the bone. 
alone is»injured, and the Compound, when attended 
with a wound. Subordinate. diftin@ions are alfo 
made, by the terms, 7; rau/ver fe Oblique, ‘&c. 

‘The. Simple. Fraéfure is known by the. irregular 
fhape of that, part of the limb where the bone is 
injured, want of power to. move it, confiderable pain 
on motion, a jarring noife or feel upon, preffing or 
moving the limb, which 1s, generally fhorter than 
its fellow.. Sometimes a fpace.is to be felt between 
‘the broken; ends of the bone; at other times, a 
prominence, denoting that one end rides the. other, 
and that the feparation i is irregular or oblique. The 
indications are fufficiently evident foon after the ac- 
cident; but if the limb be much. fwelled ‘or, in- 
flamed, and.the patient be timid and fretful, it will 
‘not be fo eafy. to afcertain the exact ftate of the. in= 
jury till thofe fymptoms are abated. 

De be Compound fragéure is evident. to. both fight 
‘and touch. Such fractures, when accompanied with 
diflocation, great contufion, hzemorrhage, or caries, 
are very dificult of cure,.and.more fo if they hap- 
pen near the heads of the ares and the ligaments, 
rendons,.or joints, fuffer much » If-in confequence 
of the fracture, violent pain ane convulfions come 

fome principal nerve is probably injured ;. if 
fol: compreffled, lofs of fenfe and motion, to-- 
gether with wafting of. the limb, arelikely to en- 
fue. . If the larger. vefiels fuffer preffure or great 
injury, SADEISNE: as the likely confequence. ; He- 
7 morrhage 
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‘morrhage is to be attendéd to, previdus to any’ 
other concern.’ ‘When the ends of ‘a fractured bone- 
dre forced through the mufclés and common ‘inte- 
guments, and the-wound clofely encirclés the bone,” 
an enlargement is immediately neceflary ;and fome= 
times it has beeri- thoucht ‘proper to faw the pro- 
jecting end off,” particularly: when the fracture is 
oblique, or the’end is much fhattered. ° Should the: 
fra€ture happen on a part that is carious, the union: 
will be much retarded; but thould it proceed’ from 
caries, relief is more to be wifhed for than i 
except from amputation. | 
The late improvements with vbsiabtt to ‘the ma- 
nagement and cure of Simple Fraéiures, have almoft 
entirely fubverted the modé of: treatment "handed 
down by former ‘practitioners. Violent extenfion, 
tight bandage, and plafters are nearly given up ; and’ 
in their ftead, the firft principles obferved are, put- 
ting the mufcles into a relaxed ftate, keeping the’ 
joint bent, and laying the'limb in the moft eafy 
pofture upon a foft pillow. Notwithftanding the’ 
evident proofs of utility and comfort “which both 
patient and furgeon have daily experienced from’ 
following fuch means in particular ftages and flates’ 
of fractures, is it not extraofdinary, that men’‘of 
the higheft rank in the’ profeffion -fhould {till differ’ 
fo much in their practice’? When it ‘happens ‘fo,’ 
there is yet one given point to fteer by, which’ for 
the moft part proves right; ‘namely, to take the 
middle courfe: for when extremely oppofite opi-’ 
nions are too warmly fupported by’ men of character: 
and credit in the profeffion, ‘prejudice and. érror’ 
will manifeftly appear againft them, ‘not without in-) 
jury to the difputants, “anda probable diminution: 
of the confidence which is due to the ‘profeffional line.’ 
Objections may’ be made to laying the “fractured 
limb invariably and conftantly in a- curved ‘pofition! 
It is very well known that fractures® of: the dle~ 
cranon and patelia require the limb to be placed in 
the 
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the ftrait pofition. With oblique fra¢tures, particu- 
larly, when the bone rides, after the tenfion and in- 
flammation are removed, the flexed pofition may. 
rather’ favour the contractile power of the mufcles, 
and produce an irregular union. : 

It is advanced, that no greater inconvenience can 
arife from keeping the limb in the curved pofition’ 
throughout the cure, than in the extended ftate ; -yet,. 
in two fimple fractures of the thigh-bone, it is well 
known that the foot and knee ever after turned 
too much outwards, from being conftantly laid on 
the fide with the knee bent; notwithftanding which, 
the union of the bone appeared to be uniform and 
recular. | 

No great defect can arife from reducing the bone 
by keeping the whole limb in a {trait pofture, pro- 
vided there be little or no tenfion upon the part ; 
but if the injury has been produced by a heavy 
weight falling upon, or paffing over the limb, or by 
a violent blow from fome hard body, although no 
wound fhould appear, much mufcular inflammation 
and tenfion will enfue. Under fuch circumftances, 
the precaution of placing the limb in the moft eafy. 
and relaxed pofture is abfolutely neceffary, until thofe 
fymptoms are removed. The following prattice is 
therefore recommended, after many years expe~ 
rience. To place the limb in the ftrait, or bent 
pofition, according to rhe apparent neceffity of the 
occafion, in proportion to the tenfion, prefent, or ra- 
tionally to be expected, from the violence of the in- 
jury, and nature of the cunftitution; and when the 
inflammatory fymptoms are abated, gradually to 
_ ghange it from the curved to the extended pofture, 
fg as not to excite pain fufficient to produce con- 
traction of the mufcles: this method, properly pur= 
fued, with fractures that cannot be perfectly reduced 
at firft, will obviate the objections made to the ex- 
treme of either practice. | ee 

apa ke When 
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When one end of the fractured bone lies. below’ 
the level of the other end; the upper partiwas ge- 
nerally fuppofed to be the rifing end: this:the great’ 
improver of the art, the late Mr. Pott, has thrown: 
into a different light ; fhewing that the fuperior end! 

retains its place, and that itis the weight of the in- 
ferior part of the limb, together with. the action of 
the mufcles, that Sadie down the lower end of the 
bone ; alfo, that: this evil is folely to be remedied: by 
raifing the inferior extremity. But, with fubmiffion 
to fo great authority, it may be afked, whether the 
mufcles attached to the fuperior part of the bone, do 
not. contribute in fome degree to deftroy the level, 
and: render it proper gently to comprefs the upper, 
-as well as the lower extremity of the fractured 

bone. 

Bandage and fplints have undergone neceffiry i im- 
provement ; the eighteen- tailed bandage 1s evi- 
_ dently preferable to the circular roller, in Simple, 

as wellas Compound Fractures; fince every part of 
the bufinefs can be tranfacted without difturbing the 
limb ; ftill, when the callus begins to form, ic will 
be better to ufe the circular bandage. 

Short fplints do not fteady the “whole finish they 
act merely as partial compreffes, and thofe of the moit 
uneafy kind; whereas thofe that reach’ from joint to 
joint, have full power over, and confequently guard, 
every partof the limb. Thofe invented by Mr. Sharp, 
of Bartholomew’s, and Mr. Martin, of Thomas’s 
Hofpitals, have every poMfible ao be in fractured 
legs. 

} “Phe faculty are much obliged to the ‘haeHanteay 

genius of Mr. James Stanton; a miller, at Weybread 
in Suffolk, for his invention of a machine for the 
lodgment. of @ fractured leg; which admits of move- 
ment-in every direction, to the greater eafe of ths 
_ ‘patient, and fecurity of the limb. 

The principal applications are cloths. dipped’ ini 
oxycrate, faturnine folutions, {olution of crude: am~ 
Serie moniac, 
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moniac, in vinegar, and the like ; keeping the limb 
conftantly moiit with one or other, during the in=? — 
- flammation and: tenfion; at the fame time, bleeding . 
and other evacuations fhould be repeated, according 
to the nature of the habit: ‘in »which {ftate, fhort 
fplints and bandage muft be hurtful. Splints of a 
proper length and fhape may ferve to keep the limb 
fteady ; but the pillow is: moft agreeable oat fuch'a 
period, both: as a fupport and lodgment.. Refrige- 
rants have not always fo good an effect as warm dif. 
cutients, in leucophlegmatic habits; fuch as: Minde-" 
rerus’s fpirit, mixed with about a fourth part brandy, * 
or camphorated fpirit. .Plafters, cerates, and» the’ 
like, are adhefive and daubing, without pug voy 
‘cular ufe. 

In Compound Fraéfures, that is to fay, thofe that are: 
accompanied with a wound, ‘the firft point to be con-  - 
fidered 1s, the probability of faving the limb. When™ | 
the fracture happens to be near a joint, and the bone : 
is greatly crufhed, the ligament is.torn,’ the joint: 
is expofed, or the blood-veifels are fo much injured,’ 
that there is no probability of the circulation being 
_reftored, amputation | fhould be nitigansaernge per- 
formed. 

“If the bufinefs of amputation has phen deferred till 
the limb is generally inflamed and tumefied, there: 
will be little profpect of fuccefs attending. it, till” 
thofe fymptoms are removed ; and if gangrene” be» 
feen to approach, the operation muft be poftponed) 
till a line of feparation appears in young perfons, and _ 
the dead part be perfectly feparated in thofe more.ad-. 
vanced in life. In the mean time, it willbe proper to 
fupport the patient with cordial nutriment, and a 
liberal portion of the bark. Should he be able to:re- 
cover. from this ftage, future operations»are to be. 
governed by exiting circumftances. 

There are three diferent ftages;in fraétures of aks . 
kind, which are particularly: ordered to be attended 
Or viz. inflammation, Suppuration, and. Gangrene. 

| Thefe 
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Thefe have been feparately treated of; it may not 
be amifs, however, to particularife the treatment to 
be obferved; when they are the confequents of frac- 
tures, © ye me EN | 
Should the bone protrude; or bé girted in the 
wound, it. cannot well be reduced without further 
opening ; and it is fometimes thought neceffary, par-. 
ticularly when the end is pointed, to faw it off. If 
the bone be crufhed, fuch pieces as are detached are 
_ordéred alfo to be refmoved, without violence or la- 
ceration. A gentle extenfion 1s neceflary towards the 
reduction of this fracture; and the limb muft be 
placed in as eafy and relaxed a ftate as the nature of 
the cafe will admit. io sie | 
The. curative intentions regularly :preferibed are, 
to prevent or remove inflammation, by evacuants 
and cooling medicines; to moderate the fuppura- 
tive procefs, which in fome cafes proves inevitable, 
_. by difcutients ; and in fome weak habits, to promote 
it, if found neceflary; by means of emollient poultices 
anda nutritious. diet; and to obviate! gangrene, or 
bring forward a feparation, by warm antifeptic poul- 
tices,’and bark in as large dofes. and:quantity as the 
ftomach can be made able to bear. Vide Juflamma+ 
tiou, Se. Wounds, and Uleers:———~Soft lint is recom= 
mended as the beft. dreffing to the wound, whilft the. 
difcharge is copious, covered with a thick pledgit of 
fine. tow thinly fpread with white cerate, and the 
eighteen-tailed bandage ; alfo fuch fplints as will reach 
from joint to joint, if to be borne: without pain, 
otherwife the pillow only. nf os Qi 
But, without ail this regular method of proceeding. 
feveral inftances, and of the worft kind, can be pro- 
duced, that have done well in a much fhorter time 
than ufual; by the fimple applications of thick 
pledgits of lint repeatedly wetted with the traumatic 
-balfam, and a large thin comprefs kept conftantly 
moift with Goulard’s vegeto-mineral water, taking 
eare to expofé the wound as little as poffible to the 
| mee Be air; 


/ 
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air, and mollifying the balfam with a little honey 
of rofes, where irritability requires it: a pledgit of 
foft tow, and alight comprefs nipped out of oxycrate, 
with or without the tailed bandage, after the abate- 
‘ment of the inflammation and tenfion ; a long fplint 
or two, to fteady the limb againft fpafms, which fre- 


quently occur during fleep; and a pillow or two; — 


keeping the limb for fome time in the curved 
pofition. ) Se 


It is moft probable, that the wounds in frattufes - 


being treated after the preceding method, and re- 
maining as it were fealed up and unexpofed, tll the 
eighth, tenth, and twelfth day‘after the accident, is a 


principal caufe of the cure being completed tn fo - 


much fhorter time than ufval. “Fhe pleafant-afpect 
of the fores, after being clofed up for ten days at 
leaft, and the happy event which" followed ‘this 
imple procefs, in three inftances, where the bone 
had greatly protruded, in one of which a large fup- 

puration happened, and much matter was daily 


prefied away from under the dreffings, are convincing — 


proofs that this method deferves preference. Should 
the parts be fo much injured, or the conftitution be 
fo bad, as inevitably to occafion eangrene, poultices 
muft be repeatedly applied ; at the fame time, ex~ 
pofure to the air fhould be avoided as: much as: 
poffible, m seagtad ih 

Further authorities refpecting this mode of prac- 


tice may be found in Mr. Madge’s ingemtous account — 
of:the Vis Vite, wherein this fummary practice is — 


proved to have been fuccefsful, even in the moft 


complicated cafes :alfo in Mr. Wilmer’s book of — 
Cajes, or Mz. Clare’s: Effay onthe Cure of Abfeeffes, ite — 


which is to. be found Dr. Hunter’s account of the 
maniacal patient, whofe leg was. defperately fractured, 


yet did well in a much fhorter time than ufual, with. 


nothing more than a bundle of feathers fticking: — 


to ite 


. Events — 
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_ “Events in general have given but little encourage- 
ment towards the attempt to fave limbs defperately 
fractured, in the London Hofpitals; whereas in the 
_ €ountry; the bufinefs feldom: fails of fuccefs, unlefs 
in cafes of the worft kind, conjoined with a bad con- 
_ ftitution. The want of a free circulation of air is 
‘the’ probable ‘caufe of this difference, together with - 
a mixture of depraved animal heat, particularly in 
the night time. Such are the obftacles which render 
_fuccefs extremely doubtful in hofpitals, notwithftand- 
ing the endeavour is fupported with the beft of fkill 
and care! Sayles 3 rah Cay UE oa 


' | FRACTURES IN PARTICULAR, 

It catinot be thought improper, ‘inthis place, to 
sive a fhort défeription of each fra&ture, and its 
treatment ; at the famé time, it fhould be’ under- 
ftood, that bléedine,’ evacuants, diaphoretics, re- 
frigerants} Opiates, 8¢.'are to be Occafionally ad- 
miniftered; and the general dreffings applied; alfo 
that regimen and diet muft be properly attended to, 
according to the nature of the injury received, and 
the patient’s habit. war 
‘<) Fraétured Scull. Vide Wounds and Injuries of the 
Head} 9048's | , : 

. Frattured Nofe. Vf the injury be violent, it will be 
difficult to effect a cure without deformity; and 
there’ is fometimes confiderable danger from the 
nearnefs of the brain; a caries is alfo fometimes the 
confequence. When the nofe inclines to one fide, 
the cartilage is probably difplaced. The depreffed 
parts may be raifed with the affiftance of a director, 
‘quill, or fome fuch convenient inftrument, and re- 
placed with the finger and thumb; after which, the 
‘part may be fupported by a tent made of lint and 
a retentive plafter. If it be accompanied with a 
wound, and inflammation comes on, canulas and 
. BAL ate K2 hae tents 
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tents may. be. injurious; :it will then. be proper to 
drefs with the balfam and the faturnine water...» 
Fractured Faw. Fraétured Jaws are to be known - 
by the fight, the touch, and the irregular pofition of 
the teeth. The divided parts are reducible by op- 
pofite preffure, with the fore-finger of one hand in 
the mouth, and the fingers of the other applied ex- 
ternally. The neceffary: applications are faturnine . 
preparations, and a double-headed narrow roller to 
fufpend and pafs over the jaw: loofe teeth are to be 
fixed by, means of gold or filver wire, or fine filk 
waxed, Pafteboard fplints, ‘conveniently fhaped, and 
lined with foft linen cloth, are alfo recommended. | 
If complicated with,a wound, no further bandage | 
fhould be ufed, during inflammation, than is ne- 
ceflary to fufpend the part and keep on the dreffings; 
and the mouth fhould be frequently fyringed with a 
lotion made.of barley water and honey of rofes ; 
otherwife the faliva will .become acrid and feetid. 
Bleeding and other evacuations are proper and ne- 
ceffary in injuries of this kind, as they are commonly. 
followed by fwelling and inflammation ; and broth, 
eruel, fagoe, and: milk gruel, are the aliment moft 
proper in fuch complaints, particularly the latter. 
Fratiured Clavicle. The .Collar-bone, from. its 
weaknefs and traniverfe pofition, is very liable to be 
broken ;,:it.is eafily difcovered by the eye and touch, 
and by. the. dropping of the humerus, and its in- 
clination to, the, breaft... When it is fra€tured. ob-— 
liquely, it is°a difficult tafk to keep the bones from 
riding one, over the other. The principal means 
towards ‘reducing it, and retaining it in its proper 
ftate, are,.raifing the elbow, {upporting the whole 
arm, and keeping the fhoulder back ; which may be 
readily effected, by fufpending the arm in a fling or 
handkerchief tied round the neck, and as it were 
pinioning the patient. . The method) for reduction 
generally directed is, for an affiftant to draw back 
the fhoulders ‘againit his knee, or a narrow-backed 
| aw: chair, 


PRACTICAL SURGERY, Ve eh 


chair, whilft the furgeon endeavours ‘by preffure to 
_ replace the broken ends of the bone ; but fuch force. 
is feldom neceffary. .° i i 
Frattured Sternum. A. fracture of this part may be 
diftinguifhed, by preffine upon the part, and its in- 
equality. The principal danger arifes from the in- 
jury done to the fubjacent parts. When the bone is 
much fhattered, and ‘the pieces are driven in, it will 
be: proper to raife or remove them, with the-affift- 
ance of the elevator and forceps; and in fome cafes 
_ the trephine may be neceffary: but to perforate, 
with the defign of difcharging extravafated blood 
from between the: duplicature of the mediaftinum,- 
would be at Jeaft a vain attempt. The chief in- 
tentions in this injury are, to remove the loofe 
‘pointed pieces of bone, and to obviate inflammation 
‘by every poffible means. : 
fractured Scapula. The Shoulder-blade is very’ 
{eldom fraétured ; the part moft fubjeét to that ac- 
cident is the Proceffus Acromion ; it may be diftin- 
guifhed from a luxated fhoulder, by the grating of 
the bones, and from the patient being able to place 
the elbow and arm clofe to the fide. The chief: 
point to be obferved toward the cure is, to keep the 
arm fufficiently raifed and fupported in a fling, 
Fractures in the Coracoid procefs, and the neck of 
_ the Scapula, are to be treated in the fame manner: 
the latter is attended with. much danger to the 
nerves and blood-veffels near the part. - A comprefs 
placed in the arm-pit, and the fpica bandage, are 
neceflary aids. — 
Fraétured Rib. ‘This injury is to be known by the 
crackling feel beneath the fingers; and extreme ten- 
_dernefs upon preffure ; alfo, by a puffinefs around 
the fpot where the injury is received, and a painful” 
catching of the breath on infpiration. 
_ The chief bufinefs to be obferved in this fracture 
is, to reftrain the dilatation of the cheft, by applying 
@ long thin flannel roller, moderately tight, round 
K 3 : thar 


~ PRACTICAL SURGERY, 


that part. Due attention ought alfo to be paid to 
the ftate of the bone, and to the concomitant fymp- 
toms: for if the ends of the bone prefs inward, they 
will create a pricking pain, inflammation, cough, 


fever, abfcefs, &c. as in the pleurify ; during which: ~ 


fymptoms, the bandage muft-be omitted, 


A boundlefs Emphyfema is fometimes the confe- q 


quence of the Lungs being wounded by the fharp 
points of the bone; which is to be treated accord- 
ingly. Vide Paracente/is. 

In a cafe of this kind, M. Le Dran, in Obf. 29, 
fhews the good effe& of applying a thick comprefs 
dipped in a defenfative, made with armenian bole, 
the white of an egg, and vinegar, over the injured 


part; and a dry thick comprefs over each end of — 


the fractured bone, properly confined with a napkin ; 
which application was renewed as the napkin grew 
flack. This method, and repeated bleeding, he tells 
us, nearly reduced the emphyfematous fwelling, 
which was confiderable, in twenty-four hours. 

If the fracture be accompanied with a wound and 
hemorrhage, from the intercoftal artery, it will re- 
quire fome addrefs. to fecure the veffel; the curved 
needle and ligature is moft handy, which, in cafe of 
ereat difficulty, muft be paffed round the rib, having 
firft placed a comprefs over the fulcus, at the lower 
part of it. The tenaculum is a convenient inftru- 
ment on fuch occafion, provided the wound be of 
- fufficient fize to adinit of its ufe. ‘ 


- A fimple fracture of the rib may be eafily cured, — 


by making an uniform bandage round the cheft, with 


fufficient tightnefs to-prevent its dilatation; but when 
the pleura or integuments are pierced through by — 


the bone, it is generally attended with fevere and — 


dangerous fymptoms. 


Fraéiured Vertebra, This feldom happens without 


ereat \injury to the fpinal marrow, producing palfy 


in the parts beneath, fuppreffion of urine, &c. If the. 
injury be confined to the pofterior proceffes, or the » 


5 | acute 


od 
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acute tubercles, it may be remedied by replacing 
hem with the fingers, and applying narrow com- 
prefies, dipped in a defenfative of white of egg, 
four, and vinegar, to be fecured with the napkin and 
feapulary ; or, comprefles dipped in oxycrate, and 
fixed on each fide the {pinal ridge, with pafteboard 
and a broad flannel bandage. Fraétures in thefe 
ones are to be afcertained by the pain or numbnefs 
awhich follews preffure, and their loofe ftate. 

If the body of the vertebra be broken, the fpinal 
marrow muit be greatly injured, and death com- 
aonly follows. When the tranfverfe proceffes are 
‘broken, the heads of the ribsmuft faffer, and the 
_ parts are not to be eafily replaced; much danger at- 
_ tends this cafe, ‘The fragments which prefs upon the 
{pinal marrow, if loofe, fhould be removed as foon 
as poflible ; and the wound muft be dreffed with the 
balfam and honey of rofes, compreffes dipped in 
oxycrate, and a flight bandage. i. OD 

Frafured Os Sacrum and Coccyx. _ In accidents of 

this kind, the broken parts may be fometimes to- 
lerably reduced, by paffing the fore-finger of one 
hand up the rectum, and making an oppofite preffure 
externally: a comprefs, and the T. bandage, are to 
-be*ufed; and the patient mutt Keep his bed fome 
weeks ; when he fits up, it muft be on a chair opén 
at the bottom. - f bisyt ald $i 
© Fratlyred Os Iunominatum. It is) moft probable 
that a blow or fall fufficiently violent to produce this 
effect, will much injure the fubjacent parts, To ree 
duce’ this fracture, the patient muft be laid on the 
oppofite fide, and the parts are to be retained to- 
gether by comprefs moiftened with oxycrate, and 
convenient bandage. | | : 
 Fraétured Humerus. It is extremely dificult to 
manage the upper arm when broken near either of its 


extremities » fhould.the:condyle be thrown into the 


bend of the arm, an anchylofis will almoft inevitably 
follow. Jn fradtures of this bone, extenfion fhould 
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-be-made with the arm in a bent pofition. Inthe - 
‘fimple fracture, the circular bandage is generally pre 
ferred; and the mufcles of the lower arm muft be 
kept in an eafy, relaxed ftate, with the thumb up- 
-wards. When the bone is broken fo near the upper 
joint as to render it difficult to fix a bandage, a 
comprefs dipped jn the defenfative before mentioned, . 
may be :applied round the part; the elbow. muft 
be fupported, and the arm mutt be kept clofe to the 
fide,), | 

If complicated with a wound, or the bone be much 
broken, the ends muft be adjufted’as well as poffible, 
and cloths applied wetted with Aq. Vegeto-min. or 
the like, together with the twelve-tailed bandage ; 
taking care to keep the mufcles in a relaxed and 
guiet ftate, and refting the armon pillows, As foon 
as the callus begins to ftiffen, or the tenfion is fub- 


fided, it will be abfolutely neceffary daily to move — 


the arm at the elbow joint, as far as can be done 
without giving much pain; and now and then to 
vary its pofition; at leaft, not to fuffer it to remain 

conitantly bent. : ni apie, 
This method was particularly obferved in the cafe. 
of a young man, who, by a fall from a tree, had the 
humerus fractured juft above the elbow joint, and 
the exterior condyle quite feparated and forced into 
the bend of the arm. The inflammation and tenfion 
continued more than a month, the biceps tendon 
was greatly on the ftretch for fome.time longer, and_ 
the pulfations of the artery were uncommonly throb- 
bing. At the end of the eighth week, the tenfion 
was chiefly down; and whenever an attempt was— 
made to reverfe the fupine pofture of the arm, ta 
which it had been generally, though flightly con, 
fined, the condyle could be eafily perceived to move 
together with the upper part of the radius. .About 
the tenth week, the condyle began to unite with the 
humerus, and bore the application. of. pafteboard. 
{plints moiftened with oxycrate, and a_ circular 
: bandage ; 
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bandage; and, in procefs of time, the limb was per-~ 
feétly reftored to its fhape, ufe and ftrength, » The 
cuftomary means were ufed to abate inflammation, 
tumour, and general tenfion ; which, for nine weeks, 
allowed of no other bandage or lodgment than the 
pillow. | 
‘Fraétured Radius and Ulna. If only one of thefe 
bones be broken, the other will ferve for direction | 
and fupport. When the injury is in the radius, and | 
near the wrift, it is difficult to retain the bone-in its 
proper place, on account of the fractured part being 
{trongly drawn towards the other bone, by the aflion 
of the pronator quadratus mufcle. The pronator 
teres is alfo an obftacle, tending to throw the bone 
_ inwards, and by that means to prevent regular ap- 
polition. | | | 
A fraétured ulna is much eafier to be difcovered 
than one of the radius, from its want of power to 
- fupport the joint: both may be difcovered, by a 
grating feel and noife, if the elbow be held firm, and 
the hand be moved outward and inward. In both 
the reduction and cure of either fractures, it will be 
proper to piace the thumb upwards, to bend the 
arm, and to ufe fplints that will reach from joint 
to joint.” png 
‘When both’ bones are fraétured, the hand is to be 
laced perpendicularly, and the extremities are to be 
3 eel together by due extenfion and compreffion. 
_ If the proceffus olecranon be broken, due extenfion 
will be neceflary towards its reduction, and the arm 
fhould be kept in that pofition, by means of proper 
fplints and bandage. : 
. Fratiured Writ. The bones of the wrift are feldom 
broken as other bones are, but are liable to be 
crufhed and much injured by heavy weights and 
violent blows. From their {mallnefs and numbers, 
and on account of the ligaments and tendons which 
furround or lie contiguous to them, fuch fractures are 
gifficult of cure. A regular extenfion, and fufficient 
| 7 preffure, 
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preffure, are required towards replacing them, to- — 


gether with fuitable bandage. Great inflammation 
and tenfion generally attend fuch injuries ; the joint 
of the wrift too often becomes rigid and f{tiff, and 
fometimes .abfcefs and caries are not to be pre- 
vented, | 


Fraftured Metacarpel Bones: The bones of this 


part, being longer than the preceding, are much more 
eafily to be reduced: The palnyof the hand is after- 
wards to be placed flat over'a piece of {tiff pafte+ 
board, or thin board hollowed at the edge for “the 
fingers ‘to lodge eafy on; the forward edge of which 
fhould not reach further than the fecond joint.: A 
eomprefs of tow or thin cloth fhould be applied be 
tween: this broad fplint and the hand, with proper 
bandage. | 

. Fraélured Finger and Thumb. When a finger is 
broken, a narrow bandage wound round that part 
together with the adjoining fingers, will be fufficient 
fecurity. Splints, as well as bandage, will be found 
neceflary towards the cure of a fractured thumb. ‘In 


eafe!the finger is much fhattered, a deal of trouble’ - 


and torture will be avoided, by taking it off at the 
joint above the injury. Hirt 1s 
 Fraélured Thigh. The thigh-bone, notwithftand- 
ing its fize and {trength, is very fubjeét-to this’ac- 
cident.’ When the neck of this bone is broken, it is 
difficult to manage it, on account of the great power 
_ and thickneis of the mutcles which cover it. Itis to 
be diftinguifhed from a luxation, by the acute pain 


felt in and about'the joint when put in motion; the. 4 


loofe ftate of the limb, which will nearly admit! of 
the foot. being turned round ;' and by the grating of 


the bones on moving it, In fuch’a cafe, a gentle’ 


and gradual extenfion is neceflary, and the limb is to’ 


he kept in the extended ftate ; the toe being fixed on — 


a line with the kneevand groin. - A comprefs with 
convenient bandage fRould be applied, as foon as the: 
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parts begin~to ftiffen; time and reft muft complete 
the cure, ‘Or cob oy We cel 
_. Ina fracture of this kind, which happened’a few 
years fince, the whole limb was placed as near as 
’ poffible to the above direct pofition, on two foft pil- 
lows ; one of which was laid under the hip, and 
Bere of the thigh; and the other reached from a’ 
little above the ham, rather beyond the foot, with. 
_a fufficient comprefs to fill up the hollows under the 
~ham and heel, and altogether confined with tape at 
proper diftances. ‘This fracture, with due caution 
and reft,; did. better than ufual, and in lefs. time; 
and the limb was fcarcely fhorter than the other. 
This patient being of a full habit, was bled twice 
during the fymptomatic fever; he ftrictly attended 
to the pofition of the limb, and conformed to rule 
in every refpect. | | i ; 
When the fracture happens towards the middle or 
lower end of this bone, after the general means have 
been ufed, it: will be beft to place the limb upon a 
pillow on its outermoft fide in the curved pofition, 
in order to, moderate the confequent tenfion ; but as 
foon as the fwelling and tightnefs’ are fubfided, the 
limb) fhould ,be carefully and gradually brought 
down, and the toe, knee, and groin fhould be kept 
in a direét line with each other: ‘it will alfo be pru- 
dent, as foon as the callus begins to ftiffen, now 
and then to move. the knee joint. This maxim 
ought to be put in practice with other joints, under 
fimilar circumftances: 
' Cloths, duly and repeatedly moiftened with re- 
_ frigerants, an eighteen or twelve tailed bandage, 
and two fplints of fufficient length and breadth, are 
the neceffary applications. ¢ 
_. For the treatment of Compound Fractures of this 
part, vide the foregoing article, Of the Humerus. 
Fraltured Patella. When this bone is» fractured 
tranfyerfely, the limb is ordered to be placed in an’ 
extended pofture. The reduction of the two ends 
bi. etre eA: | will 
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will be more ‘eafily effected, by relaxing. the rectus 
cruris and other extenfors; or, in other words, by.. 
bending the hip-joint.» This fraéture, after the ten- 
fion is fubfided, generally does beft by giving a mo- 
derate action to the joint every day ; the upper part 
being apt to recede, trom the retractive power of the 
mufcles, it is highly proper to place a comprefs juft 
above the knee-pan, and to pafs a roller above and 
- below the knee. ‘Inftances are mentioned by the 
moft refpectable writers of the divided: parts re- 
maining near an inch diftant from each other, with 
4h great impediment to the common action of the 
imb. | 
If this bone be fractured longitudinally, the in- 
flammatory fymptoms require the chief attention; 
reft, and the cuftomary applications of compreffes _ 
dipped in Goulard’s faturnine water, or oxycrate 
with fal ammoniac, and flight bandage, will be ne- 
ceflary. ) | 
Fraétured Tibia and Fibula. When either of thefe, 
bones are feparately broken, which feldom happens to 
the former, the linib may be Jaid in either pofition, as 
each bone will ferve to fupport the other; one 
fplint, with proper bandage, will then be only ne- 
ceflary. When both bones are fractured, after due 
extenfion, it may be right to leave, for a time, the 
limb in a curved pofition;.but as foon as the ten- 
fion and inflammation are tolerably fubfided, it had 
better be brought, by gentle means, to the extended - 
pofture. But in this cafe, unlefs the fracture be 
compound, or the tenfion be likely to be great, of 
- which a tolerable judgement may be formed from — 
the. nature of the injury, no material objection can 
be made to placing it in the extended pofition from 
the very firft. But fhould the fracture be oblique, 
to raife and fupport the heel, and to keep the toe in 
a direct line with the knee, will evidently tend to 
prevent the riding of the bone: and here it may not 
be amifs to remark, that if the latter circumftance 
be 
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"be not properly attended to at firft, it may be found 
a difficult tafk to bring them into regular pPPPAn 
— tion. 

When the. fibula or, fmall -bone is fraétured. not 
more than two inches from the ankle joint, it is 
moftly attended with a. diflocation; to. admit of 
which, the ligament mutt. be violently, ftretched, if 
not torn. .,When the bone is forced .through the- 
lnteguments,, and the reducticn is. difficult, it is ; fome- 
times neceflary to enlarge the wound, in order.to let 
in the protruding end; which. if much fhattered or 
pointed, is fometimes temoved by the.faw. Even 
in the fimple ftate, this accident will require great 
fkill and management, both to. reduceand retain 
the parts in fuch order, as.will. prevent, lamenefs and 
deformity. Broad fplints and. moderate bandage 
will be neceflary to.guard..the whole; and) in the 
early ftage, every means mutt be ufed. to check and 
fubdue inflammation. 

Fraéiured. Tarfus, Metatarjus, and Toes. : Thefe 
bones are to be reduced and fecured, much after the 
manner of the bones of the wrift and upper extre- 
mities, Fractures in thefe parts, accompanied with 
a laceration, are fubject to great inflammation and 
gangrene. A. caries is frequently the confequence 
of fuch injuries, particularly in fcrophulous habits. 
Thefe fractures are too often fucceeded by a ftiffnefs, 


and want of proper motion in the neighbouring 
joint. 


: _BLOOD-LETTING. 


This i is ‘one of the moft ufeful and nice sigpétations 
in Surgery.. It may be divided into three parts, 
_ Venal, Arterial, and Topical: the two former are 
moft common. The parts on which venafection 
is moft frequently performed, are the veins in the. 
arms, the jugulars, and thofe of the ankles, feet, 
and hands. Arteriotomy is principally confined to 
See we. the 
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the temporal artery, and cupping with fcatification, — 
is. either general or topical. _Leeches are much ued § 
for the purpofe of drawing blood from the fmaller — 


veins, ‘and ‘are moni placed on, or near the part 


affected. | 

Bleeding i in the Arm. "The veins in the bend of thé — 
arm are commonly very confpicuous ; yet fometimes 
lie fo deep, and are fo fmall, as to require much 


fteadinefs - and - judgement to open; under which | 
circumftances, in defpite of cuitom, it would ‘be ~ 


much better and fafer to let blood in the hand, foot, 
neck, or any ‘other part; where a véin that is fafely 
fituated, and of tolerable fize, fhall offer itfelf. 

“The number of veins which more con{picuoufly 


préfent thémfelves in the ‘curvature of the arm, are — 


three ; the’ Cephalic, which lies on the upper part ; 
_the Bafilic; on the lower part; arid the Median, 
which is obliquely fituated ‘in’ the middle. “A laree 
artery, and the brachial nerve, generally he under or 
on’one fide ‘of the Bafilic; and the tendon, or apo- 


neurofis of the biceps mufcle, between the Bafilie 


and Median; fometimes’ more immediately under 
the ‘latter; The Cephalic feldom’lies fo’ fair and § 
fteady: as the others. 

Previous to the operation; provide a fillet aboue 
an ell in length, and full two fingers ‘in breadth; a 
fmall {quare comprefs of foft linen rag, with'a bit of 
lint in the middle; a: bafon, or a proper number of — 


{mall cups, to receive the blood ; a bafon with wa-. 


ter, and a fpunge, or towel, then fixing upon the 
moft eligible vein,, apply the ligature, “moderately _ 
tight, about an inch above the. elbow-joint, and 
fatten it, with a flip-knot on the outfide of the arm. 
‘Lo render the vein boider, -rub*the arm well from 
the wrift upwards ; make choice of a fpear or broad= 
pointedaneet, according to the dépthor fleetnefs of 
the vein; place it between the lips and teeth, with’ 
the lace {o far removed from the handle, as to form 


an obtufe angle ;. shen: fixing the arm firm and ex- 
tended 
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_ ‘tended againft your breaft, grafping “it with one 
hand, in fuch\a manner as to bevable:to prefs the 
vein with the thumb, juft below the part you mean 
‘to open, in order'to keep the. vein fteady ;. examine 
~carefully, by preffure with the middle or fore-finger 

of the other hand, with which: you are to: operate, 
the ‘exact’ fituation’of the: artery; nerve, or tendon; 

and, ‘as*it were, found. the depth: of ‘the -vein: if 
free from hazard, take hold of the lancet withthe 
‘fore-finger and thumb, about half way of theeblade, 
and :refting upon the other fingers, thruft. the point 
into the vein ; immediately upon its entrance therein, 
‘raife the point, by depreffing its heel, and! with- 
draw lites: wid son chr RGnT ang Ns. Mew 2ii9 
Af the ftream be weak, or ftops, flacken the ‘liga- 
ture a little, and gently bend the arm for the*purpofe 
of relaxing the orifice ; and further) give the cpa- 
tient a ftick into his hand, ‘with which he may fup- 
port his arm, and at the fame time, by turning ‘it 
round, will accelerate the courfe-of the blood:through 
the orifice. The neceffary quantity of blood being 
‘drawn, take off the ligature,’ cleanfe’the. orifice with 

_aclean wet fpunge, and prefs -the edges of it toge+ 
ther, fo as to exclude every particle of blood + apply 
the lint and comprefs over the wound, and prefs the 
thumb ‘firmly thereon: having wiped the arm clean 
and dry, carry ‘the bandage over the comprefs round 
the elbow, in «the form of a figure of 8, leaving 
enough of it at each end to ‘tie om the outfide of the 
arm, above the elbow. aHrts out mi Again 
* The bandage and -comprefs\are: commonly re- 
moved on thle ba vehig day; ‘but if the latter fhould 
adhere to the lips of the orifice, it will be proper to 
continue them ona day or twoclonger.. Some:fur~ 

. eons apply a piece'of lytharge plafter-over the lint, 
and fome, only the rao, dry of moift: butlecat be | 

_ uhderftood, that plafter will not agree with all; and 
‘that the principal’ obftacles sto*'the: healing are; a. 

» fmall particle of coagulum ‘lodging betyean Pity 

Wad edges 
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edges of the orifice, too greatymotion of the arm — 
after the operation, and the wound being foon after 
expofed to the external air. } 
Bleeding in the Hands, Feet, cand Ankles: Two 
chief veins, with their feveral branches, run over the — 
back part of the hand; the one named Splenica, — 
which bends its courfe-from the little finger; and the — 
Cephalica, which runs between the thumb and fore= 
finger. 
Itis cuftomary, and moftly neceffary, to place the 
hand for fome time in warm water, and to rub. it © 
well at times, in order to make the veins more tur= 
gid, both before and after the ligature is made round 
the wrift. If the blood fhould not flow freely, the 
hand fhould be again put into the warm water, and 
be kept there till the proper quantity is difcharged. 
Proceed afterwards as has been before directed. : 
The faphena and cephalic» veins on the foot, or — 
their moft confpicuous branches, may be opened — 
and treated after the fame manner with thofe of the — 
hand’; tying the ligature tight abové'the ankle, and — 
obferving to fix upon the vein which is moft turgid 
and free from tendon. | 

Bleeding in the foot is {till ptattifed in feminine 
obftruétions ; ; and the furgeon that does not comply 
in that point will inevitably i incur :the cenfure of the 
good women; whofe opinions in medical matters, 
although generally founded on falfe grounds, and — 
fupported by prejudice, may as nt be op taste ; 
with in fuch trifles. | 
Bleeding in the External. Fugulars. Thefe veins lie : 
deep in many fubjects; and, to raife them to views 
it is neceffary to place a firm linen comprefs in the — 
courfe of the vein, on the lower part of the neck, and — 
to fix a neckcloth, handkerchief, or common liga- — 
ture over it, and tie the two ends under the oppofite- 
arm-pit ; or it may be held tight by an affiftant. In _ 
fome inftances it has anfwered better, from applying © 
the comprefs and, babdage:a on the oppofite fide of 
ibe: 
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the lHeck-to ‘that/on which the: operation was to be 
“performed.” ‘The bandage being fixed, ‘the vein is 
“to ‘be’ preffed ‘with ‘the ‘thumb, ‘ant the lancet ‘ affed 
es jatt above it; in the Manner before: directed. “THe 
~orifice fhould be bi ad ‘rather larger than ‘on other | 
pmo 
‘Th ipartictilar ssid BIowA Ys ‘alfo “ala frorh te 
parts affected, or thofe which ‘are contiguous thereto ; 
vas under -the tongue, on the. eye; “hemorthoidal 
o ohh Rc?’ 
| \ KecipENTs FROM pyiteotoMy, R 
The’ principal accidents which occur from vene- 
eétion: ‘are, thrombus and ecchymafis’} -‘occafioned ‘by 
-an‘effufion or diffufion of blood, froti the’ vein into 
théicellular membrane; wounds of the fubjacent’z ar~ 
“tery, | heive; and > tendon ; and inflammation of the 
vein. . 
| Lhrombis and Bicbysndis” 5. Sombie in bléeding, 
veh! ufiavoidable prottufion ’of a fmall piece of ° fat, 
“the ‘change of pofture inthe arm, or the orifice bein 
‘too finall,: “will occafion the ftream of blood to be im- 
‘peded ; ‘afid a portion of it will bé'forced between the 
‘fkincand the cellular membrane, fo ‘as to taife a fmall 
tuthour | ‘over the orifice in the vein, which is called 
“"Thromibus : and when theextravafated Blood leaves 
‘w-difcolouration round’ the part, which at firft affumés 
‘a-blueith hue,” then changes’ to a bruife-like’ “Pah. 
ance, it is called an Ecchymofis. oy 
“Ender. fuch circumftances, | little ’ blood can be 
Yexpefted to flow from the orifice’; it willbe better 
‘therefore to remove ‘the ligature’ froth that arm, “and 
Yto ‘repeat the operation in fome ‘other part. Stich 
‘tumours, when fmall, require only preffure with the 
‘thumb; thofe ‘of the larger kind may be difperfed 
‘by the application of ‘comprelies, ‘wetted with ‘a 
‘mixture of vinegar ‘and brandy, ‘and rather a 
tight bandage. it the tumour ‘cannot be difperfed 
by fuch means, it will be ‘neceffary to Jet “out its 
‘contents, | and treat it as a;common wound. | 
L Wounded 


See bore» 
: z 
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Wounded Artery. An injury-of this kind in. blood | 


letting may be alcertained by the. blood rufhing out 
in jerks with great force, notwithflanding it is fcongiy 
compreffed, and by. its florid. colour. The means — 


commonly ufed for the immediate relief of this ace — 
cident are, tight preffure on the orifice, and in the 


courfe -of the veffel up the arm, by firm rongae le 
and ftriét. bandage. 

_. Mr. Benj. Bell, in his excellent fyftem, condemns 
this practice, and obferves that when the prefiure i 18 


in fo great degree as to ftop the courfe of the blood © 


hg 


throush the artery, the circulation in the whole limb — 


muft be ftopped:; and that if the vein be comprefied, 


the blood muft be greatly obftructed in its return, — 


‘and be more likely. to force.its way through the open- ~ 


ing in the artery, into the cellular fpace around. 


~The method which he recommends at firft is, to 
take. off all preffure. from the veins; to evacuate as — 


‘much blood as the patient can well bear the lofs of; ' 
‘to retain the lips of the wound together, by. means 


“of ftrips of fticking platter, without bandage; to — 


keep the limb in the: moft.eafy pofture, and the body 
“cool; to, prefcribe low diet, gentle laxatives, and 
_repeated bleedings, if requifite; and to, enjoin reft. 
Under fuch management, he declares that the wound 


“in the artery is much more.likely to coalefce, than — 


“with the. cuftomary treatment: by preflure and. ban- 
“dage. 


. The foregoing objections and treatment are > prin- | 
“cipally, argumentative, fince it ts well known that ~ 
-preffure and ftrict bandage have fucceeded; but — 


‘the objections do hot make fo forcibly againtt that 
decree of preffure which is juft fufficient. to reftrain 
‘the efflux of blood from the puncture ; which Heifter 


| 


' 
i 
i 


_and. others have recommended from.experience, — 
‘and which was effected by firm comprefits planted — 


In the courfe of the artery, above and below the. 
orifice, with another directly over it ; together with 
fuitable bandage, reft, and every. neceflary reftraint. 

| The 
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The latter mearis, however, wete formerly ufed, 
upon the prefumption that gangrene would inevitably 
follow an entire ftoppage of thé circulation through 
the main trunk of the féemogal artery ; whereas dif= 
“fection and experience have proved the ‘contrary. 
It may alfo be further remarked, that the fuccefs of 
_ both compreffion and ligature depends chiefly on the 
obliteration of the arterial canal, about the point 
where the veffel is injured. In the varicofe {welling, 
‘which is particularly noticed under the article Aneu-_ 
‘Tifm, moderate preffure, at firft, is likely to prove 
beneficial. e 
If, in accidents of this kind, the means prefcribed 
fhould not prevent an increafe of fwelling, which too 
ofteri happens to be the cafe, it muft terminate in a 
tumour of the anewutifmal kind, and be treated ac- 
Cordingley wiih. gy tag ae ne 
Wounded. Nerve, and Tendon, ‘When the patient 
complains of exquifite pain in the part bled, at the 
moment of operating, it is moft probable that the 
herve is hurt: if the operation be foon fucceeded by 
an obtufe pain, with frequent dartings, the fubjacent 
tendon or aponeurofis is more. likely to be the in- 
a Ea ie si de Paine ALS aaa mS 
Whenever fuch extraordinary fymptoms ate com- 
plained of, it will be proper to let the blood flow 
“more copioufly than was at firft intended, from the 
_vein that is opened, or from fome other part, if ne- 
-ceffary ; and to enjoin the patient to keep himfelf as 
cool as poffible, and the limb perfectly at reft; ap- 
plying Goulard’s faturnine ‘water, or Mindererus’s 
{pirit, to the wound and adjacent parts ; and admi- 
hiftering a cooling purge. At other times inflamma- 
tion and tenfion foon form, the pain increafes, the 
‘lips of the wound grow hard and inflame, and in a 
_ fhort time comes on a ferous difcharge. It may 
continue thus two or three days, when every inflam- 
“matory fymptom ‘increafes, and extends itfelf over 
“the whole limb, ‘accompanied with a ffrong fenfa- 


ee 


ee 
’ Ko 
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‘tion of burning heat, ‘a ‘Guy eryfipelatous rednefs, 
and a tight quick pulfe. Sometimes thefe fymp-" 
‘foms are ‘rapidly fucceeded by twitchings of the ten-— 
dons, convulfive affetions, and a locked jaw; from | 
which, death alone releafes the unfortunate Pea 
ea Co 

The late Mr. John Hunter was of opinion, that. 
thefe fatal fymptoms might be produced from a 
Mere puncture of the vein, and that they are firtt 
-brougat on by an inflammation in the internal furface 
“of the vein; which difeafe he declared that he had 
often traced in. horfes, that have died. from bleed-" 
ing, along the courfe of the vein even to the heart: 
and affirmed, that the fame inftances had occurred 
“in the human frame, Notwithftanding which, the | 
former opinion ftill’ prevails, viz. that ¢ every fymp- 
tom proceeds from injury in.the nerve or tendon, — — 

If the fymptoms of pain and inflammation be likely © 
to increafe, and fever rile, repeat the bleeding from 
fome other vein, or by a number of leeches on or” 
‘near the part affected, and keep the bowels lax. 
“Cover the. inflamed parts with doubled cloths 
moiftened with faturnine applications, . and give 
Opiates at proper intervals. 

Should thefe applications fail of effect, a total 
-divifion of the parts injured will be neceflary ; to” 
accomplith which, the tourniquet being properly ap- 
plied, jet a free and extenfive tran{verle incifion be 
made through the tegurhents ; then gradually, and | 
with the utmoft caution, proceed with the knife and — i 
fpunge, and narrowly in{pect the parts, for the dif. 
covery of the punctured nerve or tendon, which lies” | 
contiguous to the vein, avoiding, if. pofible, the 
larger veffels and tendons, The injured part being 
divided, loofen the tourniquet, and carefully. fecure 
the wounded. arteries by ligature. In profecuting 
this bufinefs, the parts adjacent to the injured nerve 
or tendon are fometimes more particularly ftriétured ; Py 
releafing which only ¢ gives oreat eafe, and ‘Is fome-_ 
I times 
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times fufficient to render furche: proceedings unne- 
ceffary. 
_ The wound fhould be. dre fied. wish “O.o }int, End 
"afterwards as in common; obiervine to keep the 
arm inthe moft eafy patture ‘during the inflamed 
ftate. . 
cha. following sr rts aN - ftridly attended 
to, will obviate all the foregoing mifchiefs; 

The fituation of the artery, aponeurofis and nerve; 
is commonly under, or near the bafilic vein, fome- 
times nearer. to the median ; but the vein: being not 
fo. ftriétly attached to. the. furrounding parts, may in 
fome meafure be cleared from all. of them) by 
twifting. the wrift and elbow. . | 

When the perfon who is to be bled is timid, 
erafp the arm. firm, and guard the lancet well, by: 
holding. the. blade rather: nearer: ‘the: point. than 
ufual. 

Particular care fhould be taken not to dip the 
point of the lancet into the vein after ‘its entrance, 
and rather to elevate it immediatey before it is 
withdrawn. : a, 

The fituation. oh. ti: artery and serials are ‘eafily 
to be felz, by prefliure with the finger, and bending: 
the elbow-joint ; the one. from its. pulfation, the: 
other from a.tight cordy feel. 

The. ftation “of the nerve is feldom to be per=) 
ecived ; fometimes, by a certain twift and bend of 
the arm before the ligature is fixed, it is to be felt 
like.a-flender thread.-It commonly lies: under, or 
‘parallel to, the inferior part of the-veim; full, from: 
its minutenefs in comparifon to the fize,of the vein, 
and its inferior, ftation, there will. bes no: rifk of © 
wounding. it, provided the lancet beientered in the 
courfe of the vein, or withthe leat oblique direction 
towards its, fuperior part... Thofe who accuftom 
themfelyes to pafs the lancet acrofs the vein, are motty 
j Weer to, ato, hi ote sdf ivd: | | eéier 


1 
% 


| 
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ay “ARTERIOTOMY. i 
‘This operation’ may be performed much after the : 
fame manner as phlebotomy, except that the inci= 
fion ought ‘to be deeper, and always in an oblique | 
direction, It is fearce ever performed in any part 
but the temples; where the arteries or their branches 
are eafily perceptible to the touch, and may be — 
readily and effectually comprefied, 
~ The patient is to be feated conveniently, with — 
his head inclined againft the light, and held ftea-_ 
dily againft. the breaft of an affiftant. . When ~ 
the furgeon has clearly difcovered the courfe of the 
artery, let him place his two fore-fingers, or fore-— 
finger and thumb of the lefe hand, at a moderate — 
diftance from each other upon it; then dip the end 
of a {trong lancet, not too-broad-pointed, carefully — 
between, obferving to enlarge the incifion, by ‘ele- 
vating its point as it is withdrawn. If the blood 
fhould follow ‘the lancet in a falient ftream, ‘and is 
of a fine florid colour, the artery is properly opened ; 
otherwife the incifion muft be repeated till the vef- 
felis rightly opened. Some furgeons firft lay bare 
the artery with the edge of a lancet, or a fmall dif- 
fecting knife, efpecially when it is deep feated, and 
then make an opening into the veffel; others, with- 
out ceremony, divide it obliquely, or quite acrofs, 
with a fmall/ incifion-knife ;' the firft method is to 
be' preferred, as moft dexterous, and leaft painful ; 
the laft, as moft certain; which may bea matter of 
the greateft moment in urgent cafes, 

After the proper quantity of blood is drawn, the 
orifice and:adjacent parts are to be wiped quite 
clean, dry lint is to be applied, and a fmall fquare 
comprefs, ‘including a flat bit of lead, or farthing, 
or fome fuch thing; another hard comprefs in’ the 
courfe of the’ artery, and a third over all} which 
may be firmly fecured by the reverfed- or nodofe 
bandage, and continued on about a week orten 


- days, 
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days, in which time the wound is commonly healed. 
Should the hemorrhage be difficult to ftop, a cir-— 
~cumftance that under proper management feldom ~ 
happens, the veffel may be fecured by ligature. 

Experience can ‘teflify the’ immediate good ef-_ 
fects of this kind of blood-letting, in obftinate dif- 
orders of the head and’ eyés, in fanguineous apo- 
plexies, violent concuffions of the brain, &c. 

_. TOPICAL BLOOD-LETTING. 

Cupping and Scarification. “This and leeches are the 
principal. means’ ufed in local blood-letting. ‘The ’ 
firftis performed after the following manner: take 
a very {mall piece of fine flax, ordip alittle piece 
of grey paper into fpirit of wine, -fet either of thefe 
on fite; and put it into the ‘bottom of a cupping’ 
glafs, the mouth of which being immediately ap-~ 
plied. to the part intended to be bled, will be firmly 
fixed thereto. After the elafs has been thus ftationed 
fo as'to raife the fkin, let it be taken off again, ° 
which may be eafily done: by depreffing one edge 
and forcing the other upward. The ‘fcarificator: 
which contains twelve or fixteen {mall lancet-blades, 
fixed in a brafs cubical box,’ with a fteel fpring 
ready fet, is to be placed’ with the part where the 
openings are made for- the bladesto pafs down- 
wards, clofe upon the reddifh fwelled circle: let 
_ this inftrument fo‘placed’ be preffed’down, and held 
firm: by the fingérs and thumb of each hand, on 
oppofite fides ;. one thumb is then to be paffed to 
the brafs button, and to prefs upon it fo ftrongly 
as to fet loofe the blades, which, in’ paffing to the | 
other fide of the inftrument fo inftantaneoufly, will 
form an equal number of regular {mall incifions, 
with’ little.or no pain. © This being done, fix the: 
cupping glaffes as before direited, exactly over the: 
fame circular part, and the blood will immediately 
begin to flow from the incifions; when the glafs 
es 4 1s 
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is nearly . full, remove rit, and, pour the :blood inta, — 
a bafon; then. fpunge the; (past with, warm, water;> — 
and. apply. another Slabs or. the fame .wiped. dry,. Ad 
neceflary. ; 

In fome cafes five or. fixe glaffes have, been, em- 
ployed at one and the fame time. Should the Blood 
flow. too. flowly,... new. incifions may. be made to, the. 
former. . When.,the neceflary, quantity, of blood. is, 
drawn, carefully fpunge the little wounds with warm 
water, and apply a piece of foft linen, or a pledgit 
of lint, dipped in milk or creain, over them. 

Cupping: and {carification, is. practifed fuecefsfully 
on, the head, neck and, fhoulders,, occiput, behind 
the ears, on the back, loins,, legs, thighs, arms, and 
wherever the form of the part will, admit, forthe 
relief of the head, eyes, and.ears, heemorthage in 
the.nofe, the pleurify and other fixed. pains, i a 
cally or otherwife, ! 

.Dry-cupping, that. is, without, pres eleaeh ig 
faid to.be of rap in fome, local diforders; but, 
the principal. circumftance, in which it is likely to be’ 
fo. is, promoting fuppurasion, by, fixing, the glad 
upon the part affected... 

_ Blood-letting by Leeches. Naturalifts oailage com 
mon.leech an aquatic infect. It has the figure of a 
worm, and is about: the length of, a.man’s: little fin- 
ger; it, has a fmall. head, a black, fkin..edged on 
each fide,.with a yellow line, and it’s belly. is rather: 
. reddith ; there are alfo.a few yellowifh. fpots on its\» 
back. It: is’ faid: to. produce,, its, ,young-alive, and! 
one at a time, in the month,.of; July.. -The-com-: 
mon blood-drawing leech may be readily diftinguithed » 
from the horfe- leeches the latter being larger, and 
having. 2, fmeoth glofly kin 5.» its; back: as) blaek,., 
fpotted with grey, its belly,is alfo fpotted,.with the) 
fame colour, and it has a blueifh, hue. «| aN deg 
Brooke’s. Natur. Hift. volive. - 

dacohes may be tuted vei avantage wise shes 
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lancet and! cupping, are inadmiffible. “The mode of 


- ufing them is too generally known to need. much 
precifion in: its: defeription. ‘Fhere is fometimes a 


difficulty in fixing them, which may be removed by! 


Jetting them ‘crawl fora minute.or two on adty-cloth 
or board; or by, moiftening the fpot on which they’ 


are to be fixed,, with .milk, cream, or blood) and: 


covering it with the mouth of a common wine 


giafs. They generally fuck till they are full, and 


drop off; after which, the difcharge, if required, 
may be promoted,. by the repeated application of 
fpunge and: warm water.» They ave frequently and) 
repeatedly appliedy with fuccefs, to’ painful tumours’ 
about the joints; and on ‘membranous parts.; 

If after fucking fufficiently; they are not eafily to 
be feparated;:: a: grain’ of ‘common falt «may be 
dropped em their backs, and) they very foon ‘quit ” 
their hold.) They: fhould»be kept: in clean water. a 
few days before they are ufed, ~Some cruelly cut | 
their tails off »whilft they are fucking; by which 
means the blood flows through» them, and they are 
faid to fuck) ailonger time,: but they die foon ‘after ; 
whereas thofe that are/treated more humanely, may 
be returned into the’ glafs; and-referved for future 
wieried norte tiie cine) ad EG TC. et 

_ Bleeding by:fimple Scarification. This operation may 
be performed. with the fine edge of a lancet, or by 


: lightly brufhing the part with the beards of barley ;' 


which latter procefs is. principally confined to fome 
obftinate inflammations of the tunica conjunctiva of: 
the eye. The operation with the lancet may be at- 
tended with advantage; ‘but that of brufhing the 
eye, as it is calledby itinerants, may make bad 
worfe. .Whenthe’ lancet is’ ufed, the fuperior lid 
fhould be held up'by an affiftant, and the inferior ts 
to be preffed down by the operator; {carifications 
may then be: made through the moft ‘turgid’ veffels. 
fo few eminent: men have, in ‘moft cras, ‘declared 
themfelves adyocates for this: operation, in 6 

, ar 
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Jar obftinate cafes; ftill it is very feldom per-- 
formed. prone | “fs 

Bleeding alfo atthe corner of the eyes’ and’ eye- 
lids was fome years ago the boaft-of a famous oc- — 
 eulift:: but time and experience do not feem to have’ — 
favoured this practice; for it is not fo much as 
thought of by the prefent practitioners. : 


“YSSUES Gud SETONS. 


Iffues ave {mall artificial ulcers,, made in feveral: 
parts of the body; for preferving and: recovering 
health. The .places where they are commonly 
formed are, the crown of the head, the nape of the 
neck, behind the ears, at the infertion of the deltoid 
mufcle, and on the thighs«and legs; in the hollow 
juft above and below the infide of the knee. 

Hues are commonly made by incilion or cauftic. 
The former is the moft eafy and ready method,’ 
and is done in fat habits, by plunging the point of 
a ftrong bladed lancet through the cutis, after “the: 
manner of bleeding,) then bearing it forward, up- 
ward, and outward, fo as to make the orifice large 
enough to hold a pea or horfe-bean: or in ‘thin 
habits, by pinching up the fkin with the fore-fin- 
ger and thumb. of the furgeon and an affiftant; 
then darting the point of the lancet through the 
fpot required in a tranfverfe direction, and bearing 
the blade upward and outward. After introducing’ | 
the pea, a proper plafter comprefs, and bandage, 
are to be applied. The firft mode of incifion is 
mott eligible, when the: fkin is tight and full; ‘the 
Jaft in thin habits, when it is loofe and lies clofe to 
the tendinous fafeia which covers the mufcles. . 

The mode of ufing the cauftic for this and other | 
purpofes, may be underftood from what is already | 
faid under the article, Maturation. The fize of the. 
aperture jin the plafter ought to be in propoition to - 
the number of. peas.which are to be employed in 

| 2 | keeping 


PRACTICAL SURGERY. ee 
keeping the part open, making a proper allowance 
for the cauftic fpreading beyond the intended li- 
mits. This method is commonly ufed where large’ 
difcharges are thought neceffary: as in the fide, for 
‘a pleuritic pain, or in’ phthifis; or between the 
fhoulders, in complaints of the head, &c, 
~ Thofe who are too timid to undergo either of 
thefe operations for forming an iffue, draw them, as 
it is vulgarly called; which is done by placing a 
pepper-corn properly enveloped with bliftering falve, 
upon the part where the opening is to be made, 
and confining it there with a piece of fticking- 
plafter, a comprefs of ‘linen cloth, with a fmall 
piece of money in its neareft fold, and rather a tight 
bandage: by which means, about the fecond day, 
an opening will be made fufficient to introduce a 
fmall pea; this fhould alfo be kept in by the fame 

reffure, ‘daily increafing the fize of the pea till the 
iffire is perfectly formed. 

This fore muft be dreffed once or twice a day, 
according to the nature and quantity of the dif- 
charge: putting in a horfe-bean, or one or more 
_ freth peas; and covering it with plafter, comprefs 
and a flip or other kind of bandage. , 

When the opening inclines to fungus or rejects 
the pea, it may be brought into a proper ftate by 
blue vitriol, or by introducing a pea dipped in an 
aqueous folution of it; alfo, by burnt alum, or lu- 
nar cauftic. ‘Bitter oranges, peas fmeared with 
equal parts of bliftering falve and cerate, or flightly 
dufted with powdered cantharides, will be occa- 
fionally neceffary to increafe the difcharge. — | 

Iffue on the Head. Some. phyficians place great 
confidence in iffues formed in the fcalp, at or near 
the part where the coronal and fagittal future meet, 
particularly ‘in vertigo, coma, &c. and in diforders 
of the eyes and ears. This operation was formerly 
done by the actual cautery, afterwards by the cauttic, 
and is now performed with the knife ; it is by fome 

wets trans- 
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transferred more to the: back part: of the head, by 
cutting out a piece of the fealp, about the fize of 
a fhilling or half-crown, down: to the periofteum, 
and keeping. it open with a piece of gentian rooty, 
with peas,...or.horfe-beans.. The divifion of the 
vefiels at this point, is fuppofed to.be, of particular. 
ufe.,. Ir may. be found neceflary in the latter open- 


ing, to drefs for the firft.time with a. plenty of dry. 


lint, comprefs, and bandage, in order to. prevent 
extraordinary hemorrhage ; and.as foon as. the open- 
ing can.be freed, to apply the neceflary. means for 
keeping the part open, and. promoting the difcharge, 
This feems. to be one .of thofe coniequential pro- 
ceflcs, which may at leaft.anfwer the purpofe oi re- 
newing hope in a defponding patient... No - fatisfac- 
tory reafon. has been given why. the difcharge from 
iffues made. by cauftic, behind the ears, between the 
fhoulders, or from a feton.in the nape. ins the neck, 


fhould not be equally efficacious ;, or why opening a | 


vein, or dividing the, temporal artery, fhould not 
anfwer. every other i intention as well. ‘ 

. Setons are more efficacious than iffues, as, they oc-, 
cupy. more raw furface, confequently yield a greater 


difcharge. They are chiefly made in the nape of the; 


neck, and i in. the fide. 

_ There are two modes of performing this bufinefs.;, 
one by deeply pinching up the fkin as before dire¢ted, 
and thrufting through it a broad-bladed needles 
formed. for this purpofe, and armed with feyeral. 
fmall threads of filk, with thread, or: cotton-wick, 
Joofely twifted: the other 1s, done by. taking,,up, the, 


fkin as before directed, and paffing, the. end of ay 


double-edged fcalpel, or a ftout lancet through it, 
then paffing an eye-probe, properly armed, through, 
the opening. This, method 1s generally, preferred, 
as it.admits.of making a, larger aperture than that, 
with the needle. 

The ligature fhould be of a tolerable length, and. 


of an adequate thicknefs, to the fize of the opening ;. 
. from. 
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‘from twenty to thirty threads of middle-fized filk 
_ loofely twifted. © The ligature fhould be oceafionally 
- ‘fmeared with a light digeftive, about thé Jeneth of 

‘the diftance between the two openings,:and clean 

‘wiped occafionally. ' When the whole length’ of the 

‘fkin is nearly exhaufted, a clean fkain muft be in- 

‘troduced : a plafter, comprefs, and convenient ban- 

dage ‘are to be applied over it, taking“care to carty 

“the fpare part of the filk above the upper edge of 

“the plafter, that ‘it might be lefs apt to drag. and ‘to 

be dabedi! 7°.’ 4 iiatian PHAROS 

The ufe of artificial outlets is daily experienced, 

‘more ‘efpecially in fcorbutic and cacheétic habits ; 

but in fuch kind of conftitutions, one common 

‘iffue only can have but little effet. 

Complaints in the head and eyes have been often 

relieved by the difcharge from a feton: obftinate 

pains in the fide, attended with a bad ‘cough, have 

‘alfo been benefited by it. Mi | 


~ Akual and Potential Cautery. 
> | ABual Cautery. Cautetization was once an ‘univer- 
fal remedy.’ The irons of various fizes and figures, 
“ufed on different parts and occafions, fornted ‘a 
‘confiderable part of the furgeon’s apparatus, and: 
‘are accurately defcribed, and favourably mentioned 
by fome eminent writers. They were ufed ‘for. re- 
‘ovine fcirrhous tumours, cancers, excrefcences, 
‘earbuncles, and mortified parts; to remove caries, 
“to make iffues, &c. and to fupprefs hemorrliage : 
to cure gutta ferena, apoplexies, epilepfies, ‘feiatica, 
&c. and to remove every fixed pain. A ¢élebrated 
foreigner, not long fince, ‘was famed for: applying 
‘the actual cautery in varidus difeafes. “But: foir 
“happens: with this, as with every other universal fé- 
medy, it is nearly funk ito difufe ; being’ chiefly 
employed in curing the tooth-ache, and cn le 
eo 
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hemorrhage from veffels which cannot be -fecured 
with the affiftance of the needle or tenaculum. | 

Burning with Moxa. This {pecies of cauterization 
is efteemed as grand a catholicon in China and 
Japan, as that with the hot iron was not long ago} Ht 
Europe. 

This operation is performed by means of cones 
made of moxa, a fpecies of Indian. mugwort; they 
are about an inch in length, and the fame in diameter 
at the bafe ;’are flightly fixed upon the part with a 
gummy folution, then fet fire to at the top; and 
fuffered to. burn down to the fkin, .and form: an 
efchar. ‘The after-treatment is like that with the 
cauttic. 

Not more than is at one time were applied to 
perfons with weak conftitutions, but ten, and even 
twenty, are faid to have been fixed upon the limb 
of a ftrong man. Much relief has been found from 
this mode of calterizing in deep-feated; obftinaté, 
rheumatic pains, efpecially thofe feated about 
the hip-joint. The .cones were made with cotton 
clofely put together. 

The Arabians, Perfians, Mahometans,\ and In= 
dians, on this fide the Ganges, ufe cotton. for this 
purpofe; the Gentoos, and Indians beyond the. 
Ganges, are faid to ufe the pith of the) bull-rufh 
imbrued with the oil of fefame; and the Laplandess 
apply a fort of mufhroom. 

Potential Cauteries. Cauttic. medicines when ap- 
plied, to, a part, act flower, perhaps not. with lefs 
pain in fome habits, than the hot iron, but produce 
the fame effect. They have ,various degrees of 
ftrength; the moft powerful are what were lately 
called lapis infernalis and caufticum commune for= 
tius: the milder fort are the folution of quick- filver’ 
in aqua fortis, the other common: cauftic, and the 
different kind of catheretics. * 


; 
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.. AMPUTATION IN. GENERAL. 


To feparate a limb from the body is confidered as 

one of the moft.fevere operations ; yet it is fome- 
times abfolutely. neceflary for the, prefervation of 
 dife.. From the. fucceffive inventions of the tourni- 
quet, ligature, double incifion,..and healing by. the 
firft intenfion, the operation is much lefs dangerous 
in its confequences than formerly ; and from. the 
improved {tate of furgery, par ticularly with regard 
to the treatment of compound frags it is become 
lefs needful. 
.. The principal occafions on “which. the furgeon’ S 
‘aid is thus required, are, when part, of the. limb is 
fo far deftroyed by mortification that it cannot be 
reftored ; when the bones, ligaments, and blood- 
veffels are fo terribly injured,,as not to leave fuffi- 
cient powers for recovering the part; and when a 
joint or bone is fo greatly “difeafed, as from pain, | 
abforption or difcharge, muft prove fatal. 

When the heads of bones and’ the furrounding 
‘parts are greatly comminuted and torn, it is. per- 
haps more eligible for the fafety of the patient to 
amputate, than to endeavour.to fave the limb; yet 
there have been inftances where. the fhattered heads 
of bones have been taken off and the limb, faved: 
but the ‘confequent inflammation, ab{cefies, great 
difcharge, length of confinement, and other pain- 
ful incidents, amongtt which langour and defpon-~ 
dency were by no means the leaft, render the. cure 
a dangerous and diftrefsful purchafe. | Yet, let it.be 
underftood, that, in defperate. cafes, no. prudent 
furgeon will either attempt. to.delay or perform an 
operation ef fuch moment, without firft. confulting , 
-with the moft fkilful practitioners in his neighbour-. 
BOO men bo 

It is alfo to be. obferved, that when inflammation 
‘and tumour are ‘rifen, and gangrene, is threatened, 
in idiic acs whether 


~ 


, 
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whether the latter’ fymptom be occafioned_frorti 

age, conftitution, or aecident, it ‘Has been judged — 
neceffary, not only to wait cil, by the affiftance of — 
internal, 4s well as external means, the line of'fepa- | 


‘ration is formed, but alfo fill the feparation is far — 


advanced, and new flefh fhews the operation to be 
perfectly warrantable: Notwithftanding which tn- 
junction, fome able: men wait no longer in moft 
cafes than till the line of feparation is faitly formed, 
hoping by fuch means to free the fyftem from mif- 
chiefs attending the abforption of the gangrenous — 
matter, taking care to begin the firft incifion a fuf+ 
ficient height from the difeafed part. Age, and a 
bad conftitution, are undoubted objections to opera 
tion at the earlier period; but youth, and accidental — 
‘caufes, may admit of lefs delay. © : pes te 

The apparatus neceffary upon fuch occafions, — 
confifts of the following particulars: Petit’s ferew-: 
tourniquets, a flip of rag or tape, near an ‘inch 
broad, to fix round ‘the part, as a thark ‘for ‘the 
circular-limit of the firft incifion; a knife ftraight 
‘or curved, as beft fuits the hand of the operator ; 
the catlin, or double-edged fcalpel, for dividing ‘the 
interoffeal flefh and ligament between’the ulna and 
‘radius, or thetibia and ‘fibula; a retractor, made 
with leather or ftrong linen cloth,~’to “draw the 
mufcles back with, in order that 'the faw 'may be fet 
‘on as far back as poffible; a faw, a tetaculum, or — 
hook-like inftrument, to draw'the ‘ends of the ar-— 
teries out with, and ligatures for'‘fecuting them; — 
fome crooked needles, flat and double-edged-only, — 
large and middle fized, properly armed with ftron& 


- digatures; a flannel or cotton roller, ‘for ‘making a 


circular bandage near the end of the ftump, ‘to pre= 
‘vent the retraction of the teguments; feraped lint, 
flips of linen rag {pread with adhefive ‘plafter, with 
which the oppofite edges of the wound .are ‘to, be — 
kept together; a foft pledget of tow fpread thin, 
witha mild-cerate, or {ome ‘emollient ointment; % 

" compref{s 
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compreis made with fine tow, a crofs-cloth, or thin 
linen night cap, to inveft the ftump with, and a 
fhort: roller to confine the cap with at its upper 
part. | | 
Ifa lower limb isto be taken off, it will be — 
proper to lay the patient on a table, about two feet 
_fix inches high; ifan arm, he is to-be fixed on a 
chair of convenient height. Two ordinary affiftants 
will be neceffary to keep the head, body, and limbs 
_ fecure:and fixed, and two perfons, of fufficient {kill, 
thould hold the condemned limb; one above the 
part to manage the tourniquet, the other to fupport 
the inferior part of the limb; a fifth fhould be ready 
_to hand the inftruments when called for. 
The tourniquet is to be fixed on the upper limb, 
above the part to be operated upon; if on the thigh 
_orarm, acomprefs fhould be placed under the liga- 
ture, in the courfe of the main artery, to affift in 
~ {topping the circulation ; in the mean time the opera- 
tor may fix the circular tape for the direétion of the 
Knife, but fkilful practitioners need no fuch aid. 
_. The tourniquet being properly tightened, and 
the limb held firm in a ‘regular direction, the firft 
incifion is to be made at the inferior part of the linen 
roller or tape, through the fkin and adipofe mem- 
brane, down to the mufcles only ; having fet on the 
heel of the knife far’ under the limb, and the point 
towards the upper part, fo as with one {weep to 
form two thirds of the circle; the wound fhould 
then be continued by beginning at the upper part 
of the incifion, on the upper or further-fide, and 
finifhing in one circular line. Having removed the 
tape, the cellular attachments are to be divided; 
then the upper affiftant is to draw back the integu- 
-ments with both hands, as far as poffible; after 
-which the fecond incifion muft be made clofe to 
the edge of the retracted fkin, perpendicularly through 
the mufcles and periofteum down to the bone. If 
in the leg or arm, the interoffeal parts are to be 
aoe M. divided 
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Givided With ‘the poidt and edge of the knife or 
‘atlii, an 4 Mine’ with ‘the Yat incifion; and before - 
the faw is applied, it will ‘be beft ‘to fix the retrac- j 
tor, by means of which the whole of the fefh above ~ 
the incifion and feparation, may be more forcibly | : 
se back toes ean be spite with the hands of the 


Bp acein it he been aoa to diffect up eve Be , 
ih See to eo Base a ‘oreater tas of it, par- . 


ino it in Sallis ale weItan Asko the Sa 
Tt is alfo a maxim with fome eminent practitioners, 
for the fake Of forthitig a ood ftump in both leg — 
‘and thigh, ‘previous to dividing the bone, to fepa-_ 
Fate the mufcles fio thé Bone about an itch up- | 
wards ; this may be readily done, by carrying the © 
point of the ‘common amputating knife between 
them, freely round the limb, by which means the 
retragtor may be ufed to much greater advantage. — 
- The periofteum fhould be divided by one turn of the 
knife, placed clofe to the retractor, for the recep=_ 
tion of the faw ‘fince €xfoliation is not unlikely to” 
be the confequende of feraping off that membrane. — 
The faw fhould be eéntly entered at firt; and in s 
the leg or lower arm, mutt be fo directed as to. ‘ 
‘work upon both bones at once, which cannot be — 
done conveniently without ftanding on the infide of 
the limb; if not fo, the bones, the fibula particu- 
larly, will be difagreeably fplinteréd. Whilft the 
‘Operator is wfing ‘the faw, the lower part of the litib— 
“fhould be held as fteady as poflible, rather @ little 
depreffed, fo ‘as YO give thore room for the inftru-_ 
ment'to work ; about the end of this operation, care 
ee fe be: taken. fully to fupport the: limb againft its 
' own 
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own Weight, otherwife the bone will be inevitably 
{napped off, and leave a troublefome point ordplin- , 
ter, which ought to ‘be immediately removed with 
the nippers. a ek a ioe 
The next ftep is to fecure.the veffels, a,bufinefs 
that requires the utmoft care and. circum{pection+ 
the moft certain and ready way of doing which in 
the larger veffels; particularly when they retract 
‘much, is, with the needle and ligature, by paffing 
‘it nearly round the extremities of each artery, in- 
sCluding as fmall,a portion of the adjacent mufcles,as 
‘poffible, and inclofing the whole with the furgeon’s 
Knot drawn perfectly tight. , bgt 
_ Rational. obje€tions are certainly made to this 
»mode ,of tying the arteries, the principal of ,which 
lis, that by including the nerve and parts of the 
smufcles, -the painful fpafms, which are too apt-to — 
occur from the divifion of the parts alone, are likely 
to be increafed. On which account, the method of 
‘drawing out the ends of the arteries, and endeavour 
!to tye them without the intervention of either,nerve 
<or mufcle, has been brought forward, by means of 
-an inftrument much better adapted to the purpofe 
ethan what was formerly ufed, the-forceps; ftill ic .is 
;often ‘found neceffary, after repeated and. tedious 
-attemipts | with the tenaculum, to fly to the -needle 
and ligature, particularly when the mouth of the 
-vefiel is much retracted ; for which reafon, needles 
‘properly armed, fhould always be in readinefs. 
. To difcover the orifice ofeach veffel, the furface 
_fhould be fpunged.as free from-blood .as_ poffible ; 
immediately after doing which, the affiftanc fhould 
-occafionally loofen the tourniquet, which, when fet 
/at a-proper) pitch, may be done. by..a half. turn of 
‘the {crew, and.as quickly recovered again. The 
darge veffels being fecured, either with the tenacu- 
Jum or: needle, the operator .fhould proceed to 
fecure every fmaller veffel that appears to leak, and 
this fometimes is more readily and fecurely ,done 
: M 2 _by 
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by catching the veffel’s mouth with the tenaculury)) 
and paffing a fmall needle and ligature round it, 
than by forming the noofe. A large ftump_ below 7 
the knee has often required fix or eight flitches. | 
Care fhould be taken to leave the ends of the liga- | 
tures long enough to hang out at the edges of the | 
wound, in the manner already defcribed under ars] 
ticle, Wounds. | ‘f 
If the patient be rather faint, after the larger vef- 7 
fels are fecured, it will be neceflary to loofen the 
tourniquet, and to fpunge the furface with warm?) 
water, in order to invite hemorrhage before the | 
ftump is clofed up; by which means, and at them 
fame time giving the patient a little wine, or wine — 
and water, a lurking veffel has been detected, which 
might have’ been the fource of much’ pain and 
trouble ; every blood-pafs therefore fhould be 
thoroughly explored, for fear alfo of a matertal ~ 
interruption to healing by the firft intention. - 
The blood veffels being perfectly fecured, and — 
the ftump well fpunged with warm water, the neat ~ 
bufinefs is, to bear the fkin as forward as poflible — 
“over the ftump, and retain it fo by. means of a cir- — 
cular roller, made of fine welfh flannel, which is to’ — 
be bound gently round the limb, and fhould never — 
be omitted on any pretence whatfoever, firft fixing — 
it round the waift, or above the fuperior joint, and — 
winding it down to the end of the ftump. The ~ 
ends of the divided mufcles, and the edges of the 
fkin, are then to be placed in regular order, and to 
be retained fo by long flips of adhefive plafter; — 
the covering dreflings then to be apphed are foft 
lint, fpread with a mild cerate, and a pledgit of © 
fine tow over it ; a thin comprefs of fine rag, with — 
~acrofs-cloth, and avery flight retentive bandage. — 
A thin linen night-cap turned over the dreffings, | 
and flightly faftened with tape at the upper part, is 
preferable. | 

The crofs-ftitch has been ufed for the fame re- 
tentive 
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teative purpofe in amputations of the thigh, .breaft, . 
8c. but it generally occafioned much pain without 
an{wering the intent. i eh ole | 
‘Should the part burft open, and the ftump be-. 
come raw, which is feldom the cafe except in a 
very difeafed habit, or from improper management, - 
jt muft be treated in the fame manner as other raw 
furfaces, with dry lint in the middle, and flips of 
rac or lint, fpread with white cerate, round the 
edges. When the fubject is greatly reduced, or 
the blood in a loofe ftate, an oozing would fome-. 
times continue from the fmaller veffels, to check 
Which, Dr. Kirkland orders the furface to be dufted: 
with fine wheat flour and ftarch, or a mixture of . 
ftarch and gum arabic finely powdered, and lint en- 
veloped with the fame powder:  thefe, repeatedly 
applied with gentle aftringent lotions, in conjunc-. 
tion with bark and vitriol internally, were extremely: 
ferviceable in weak emaciated habits, fhould the’ 
furface’ of the ftump, by fome means or other, be-' 
come expofed. fF sgcted nec, mitiaanes 
"Te will be both prudent and neceffary to keep a’ 
firict. watch over the patient for two or three nights,’ 
and that the affiftant fhould continue gentle preflure’ 
with the hand againft the end of the-ftump, to refift' 
the violence of the fpafms, and to be the more 
readily apprized of hemorrhage. The tourniquet 
Ought alfo to be kept upon the limb fo loofe as not 
to’ reftrain the circulation, yet fo:as to admit of 
Being inftantaneoufly tightened in cafe of he- 
Morrhage ; the manner of doing which fhould be’ 
explained to every one that attends upon the pa- 
tient. Dies sgiabdy ee Sly ESB 
“If but little blood has been loft during the opera- 
tion, and the patient be plethoric, it may be propér 
to take fome from the artn, and every probable 
means for preventing or checking the fymptomatic’ 
fever fhould be purfued. The reft of the after- 
treatment muft be managed according to the ftate 
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of thé conftitution, the quantity of the difcharge; 
and the further directiotis' given under thé article of 
Wounds in General, or under thé following par- | 
ticulars, | * 4 
" AMBUTATION IN’ PARTICULAR. 

» After the foregoing general account of perform~ 
ing the operation, it will be proper to remark fome_ 
particularities which each pare is fubjeCt to in its) 
performance, béginning. with the extremities. J 
Amputation of the Fingers. and. Toes. "Vhefe parts) 
are moft commonly taken of at the firlt or fecond) 
joint above the injury. A common {fcalpel is the) 
fitteft inftrument for the purpofe; and the firft in-7 
cifion fhould be made rather below the joint, ta) 
preferve the fkin for its better healing: the tegu-) 


ments are then to be retracted and affifted back by. 
a flight diffection around; the lateral ligament may. 
then be divided near to the joint, which being difs 
located, will point out the further means for a 
regular feparation. When amputation is require 
at the metacarpal or metatarfal joint, it may be) 
more readily performed by making the incifion 
rather longitudinally on the infide, previous to the 
circular incifion. ake ae a Site ln 
-~.A ligature or two will be fometimes neceffa y 
after amputating, at the articulation; and the firft 
dreffings are lint, crofs-cloth, and a narrow roller. — 
_ Fingers and toes that have been cut through acete 
dentally with a fharp inftrument, have been known 
to.unite by. being regularly and immediately placed 
together, and retained fo by bandage. ears 
. Supernumerary, and misfhapen fingers and toes, 
_fhould be taken off with the fcalpel and {pring faw 
in adulzs, but with infants, the bone may be eafily 
divided with the {calpel, or a ftout pair of {ciffars; 
fometimes thefe appendages have no bones... | 
Of the Metatarfal and Metacarpal Bones. If a part 
only of thefe bones be carious, it may be advifeable to 
I ; preferve 
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sakes the reft by | removing no moré.thah what is. 
difeafed.. The wound: in Cth eafe often heals 
_ kindly, and the, remainder of the: foog may. be of 
great ufe, 

Of the Hand pes Tomar Arn. Thefe operations, 
as well as the foregoing, are {aid to have been pers: 
formed with the chiffel and: mallet s;-bat fuch un» 
couth means are jultly difcarded. The amiputation 
of the hand is now generally performed at a mo- 
derate diftance fromthe wrift joint, yet fome prefer 
taking it off at the: joint when that part is free from 
difeafe or injury. The particular eixcumftances to 
be attended to in operating upon the lower arm, are; 
to fave as much of the limb: as) pefible; to divide 
the flefh. and ligament: between -the ulna and 
cadius with the catlin, in» a line with the fecond ins 
ceifion, and to fet on the! faw-in fac a manner as 
fhall work upon both bones at-once., | 

Some: furgeons have been fo bold as to confide i in 
comprefs and bandage,. for {topping the hemerr> 
hage after this operation; but the practice is furely 
Fo embeactal when the veflels may be fo readily 
' fecured with the tenaculum, or neédle.and ligature. 

Of the Upper drm and the high. The operation in 
thefe parts is to be performed after the general me- 
thod, always obferving to faye as much of the limb 
as the nature of the, cafonder will admit; and that 
the higher it is amputated, the more fubje&t it is 
likely to’ be to violent fpafms, hemorrhage, and 
profufe difcharge ; confequently more dangerous in. 
its events) TD he tourniquet fhould be particularly 
attended to, ‘ateand after operating. en either of thefe 
parts,.as-aofudden guth from fuch large arteries 
might be productiveof difagreeable confequences i in 
very weak and debilitated contticutions. 

‘The: crofs-ftitch is confidered in the prefent prace 
tice to be a painful and ufelefs mode of approxima- 
tion, therefore commonly rejected: The bandage 
for preventing the retraétion of the teguments and 

M 4 muicles, 
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mufeles, is of much more confequence, and-ought 


on no pretence to be omitted. Itis generally faften- 
ed round the waift or fhoulders, previous to the 
operation, and is gradually carried down the limb, 
near to theend of the ftump. When managed with 


moderate tightnefs, it ferves alfo to abate the impe- 


tus of the circulation, and to prevent the formation 
of ‘abfoeise sha): | | 
- Mr. Allanfon of Liverpool, who has paid great 
attention to the fubjeét of amputation, has pointed 
out a new mode of operating, and has practifed it 
with remarkable fuccefs.. It has been. principally 
performed above the knee, and the following are 
its chief particularities : aes : 
After -having finifhed the: firft circular incifion, 
and feparated the cellular attachments, the edge of 
the knife is applied upon the inner edge of the vaftus 
internus mufcle,.and at one ftroke the mufclés are 
cut obliquely through, upwards as to the limb, and 
down tothe bone, fo as to lay the bone bare, about 
two or three fingers breadth higher than ufual in the 
common circular incifion. The operator then draws 
the knife towards him, fo that its point may reft upon 
the bone, ftill keeping the fame oblique line, that the 
mufcles may be divided all round the limb in that 
direction, by a proper turn of the knife ; during 
which, the point is kept in contact with, and res 
volves round, the bone. Mr. Allanfon: obferves; 
that the more’muicular fubftance there is faved, by 
fully giving the oblique direction, the better. The 
- diretions for ufing the retraétor, fecuring the arte- 
ries, and applying. the circular welfh flannel roller, 
are.fimilar to the prefent cuftomary .method ;. the 
other principal difference is, placing the {kin and 
muicles over the bone. in fuch a direction, as»that 
‘the wound fhall appear only in a line with the-angles 
‘at each fide; from which points the ligatures are>to 
-be left out, as their nearnefs to either may be moft 
convenient, He ufes a knife with a double edge.» 
5 i Not- 
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- Notwithftanding the unparalleled fuccefs of the 
ingenious inventor, as mentioned in his publication 
ef 1779, viz. thirty five cafes, which promifcuoufly 
eccurred in the Liverpool infirmary, without the lofs 
of one patient, and the fpeedinefs of the cure in each, 
very few exceeding one month; the method here de- 
{cribed is very little attended to. For further parti- 
culars, vide Mr. Allanfon’s pamphlet on amputation, 


_in which the reader will find many ufeful obferva-: 
tions. “4 | | 

_ Of the Armat the Articulation with the Scapula. Xt 
is much better for the patient, under this operation, 
to bein a recumbent than a fitting pofture, It has 
been feveral times performed with fuccefs, and is 
neceflary to the life of the patient, when the arm is 
fo much injured or difeafed as not to admit of being 
taken off below the joint. The leading principles 
in its performance are, to preferve the fkin as much 
as poffible, to fecure the main artery and vein, and 
to guard againit wounding them after they have been | 
fecured. . It is directed tobe done after the follow~ 
ing manner : th is, pit : 

_ Let the patient be properly fecured on a ‘table, 
with the fhoulder brought over the edge of it; then 
make the firft incifion through the {fkin, and adi- 
pofe membrane, beginning about two inches below 
the joint, at the upper part of the fhoulder, and cars 
rying it acrofs the pectoral mufcle down to the arm- 
pit; then turning the knife with the edge upwards, 
divide that mufcle and part of the deltoide, in order 
to expofe the. veffels; which may be more eafily 
done, by bearing the arm: backwards ; after which; 
with a needle and ligature made of five or fix threads, 
fie both artery and vein ; and being convinced by nar- 
row infpection, and the abfolute lofs of pulfe in the 
-wrift, that they are perfectly fecured, carefully pur- 
_ fue the circular incifion through the joint ; cutting | 
-{firft into that part of the burfal ligament. which is 
nedreft to the: axilla; and in the round, be fufi- 
ene | : ciently 
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ciently. aware of the projection of the proceffus acro- 
mion, and coracoides; then raifine the arm, divide 
the head of the biceps mufcle, and the ligament at 
the upper pare;. lift the head of the bone from the 
focket, and carefully diffect it away; preferving the: 
fkin and teguments, and avoiding the veflels above 
the ligature. » After having fecured the arterial 
branches, and left the ligature a proper length at the 
moft convenient parts of the wound, fpunge it clean 
with warm water, then lay down the teguments as 


regularly as poffible over the focket, and retain them _ 


fo with flips of plafter acrofs the edges; ¢refs with 
lint fpread with foft cerate, a pledgit of foft tow, _ 
and comprefs as ufual, and wind over alla welth - 
flannel bandage. 
This operation may be stiariocanby neceffary 
when the joint is carious,’ or after great injury by 
gunfhot or other viclence on. the upper part of the 
humerus, together with the joint. Its advantages 
were evident in cafes of that nature during ‘the Taft 
two deftructive wars. Were an inftrument once to 
be fo happily contrived, as to afford a firm and fuf- 
ficient compreffure on the fubclavian artery in its 
paffage over the firft rib, a painful part of the ope- 
ration might be fafely omitted, and there can be no 
doubt that ic would be performed as often as re 
quired. Mr, Benjamin Bell has confidently recom- 
mended a cufhion or comprefs to be held firmly by 
the hand of an affiftant in the courfe of that artery ; 
yet furely no prudent furgeon would choote to rely 
upon fo unfteady a mode of preflure. There cer- 
tainly can be little occafion, as that gentleman ob- 
ferves, to divide the operation in. the manner here 
defcribed, and practifed by the late Mr. Blomfield, 
provided a fure and fafe compreffive inftrument were 
formed for ftopping the circulation, at the beforemen- 
tioned point of the artery. 

Of the Leg. In this operation rh patient fhould 
be laid on a table of convenient height. ‘The tour- 
3 niquet 
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niquet is to be fixed with the cufhion in the courfe 
of the main artery, three or four inches above the 
knee, and the firft incifion is commonly made about 
five inches below the patella; in doing which, it is 
-Jately recommended to direét the knife in fuch a 
manner, as to make thefe incifions rather lower at the 
calf than at any other part, by way of allowance for 
future excefs of contraction in thofe mufcles ; and to 
prevent irregularity in the cicatrix. The cellular 
attachments fhould be feparated and preferved as 
much as. poffible, particularly on the fore part of 
the lee; and the teguments, thus diffeéted up, 
fhould be turned back all around, before the in- 
cifion is made through the mufcles. The retractor 
mutt be ufed in this Operation, as being the moft 
powerful means for keeping back the fkin, and 
ferving to guard the foft parts againft the ‘faw. 
The faw is to be applied on the outfide of the leg, 
for the fake of paffing it through both bones at once, 
and the affiftant mutt humour its progrefs ; at firft, 
by flightly depreffing the limb ; afterwards, by 
firmly fupporting it, for fear of breaking i it off ab- 


- ruptly, and Jeaving an uneven furface on the divided 


end of the bone. 

It has been. long ‘cuftomary to amputate at the 
 diftance from the knee before directed, even when 
the difeafe requiring the operation was feated in’ the 
foot; but when circumftances will admit, nearer 
the ankle, about nine inches from the knee-joint, is 
to be preferred; in doing which it will be proper to 
begin the firft incifion an inch lower than where the 
bone is to be fawed through, and to feparate the 
cellular membrane clofe to the periofteum, for the 
purpofe of getting fkin enough to cover the furface 
of the ftump.. The. operation at this part is eafier 
and fafer than juft below the knee, and will afford 
greater convenience afterwards to the patient, from 
the aid of a leathern machine, and retaining the 
power of bending the knee, 


THE 
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. The flap. operation is of longer date than it has 
been generally fuppofed to be. It was particularly 
defcribed and performed by Loudham and Young, 
two furgeons of repute, in the year 1679; by Sa- 
bourin, of Geneva, about the fame time ; and by 
Verduyn in 1696; alfo by a Dutch furgeon or two 
about the beginning of this century. It was warmly 
recommended by Garengeot in his Traité des Ope- 
rations de Chirurgerie, publifhed in 1731. It was 
alfo fuccefsfully performed on the arm by Ruyfch ; 
notwithftanding which, and the fuccefs of more mo- 
dern furgeons, the-common mode of operating pre- 
vailed, and the new practice has been. relinquifhed 
even by its principal promoters. . 

This operation was brought forward in confe- 
quence of the inconveniences arifing from the inci- 
fion being made at once perpendicularly through the 
fkin and. mufcles, down to the bone; which was 
the occafion of the mufcles retracting, the bone pro- 
_truding, and of the cure being fo tedious as to prove 
highly injurious to the patient’s conftitution, It has 
been performed on various parts, principally on the 
thigh: and leg, and was lately revived above the ~ 
ankle: but the following improvements in amputa- 
tion having taken place, viz. double incifion, dif- 
fecting up the teguments, preferving the cellular 
membrane in parts thinly covered, feparating the 
mufcles from the periofteum after the fecond incifion, 
and healing by the firft and fecond natural procefs, 
have rendered this mode of operation nearly ufe- 
lets. | ae, 

The manner in which it has been dire€ted on the 
thigh, js as follows: The teguments being drawn 
up tight by an aftiftant, the whole extent of the fla 
is to be marked out with ink; from the bafe of 

ome. which 
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which to the rounded end may be/from three to four 
inches in length, and its breadth n proportion to the 
probable width of the ftump. [Thefe limits being 
properly adjufted, the operator, tanding on the out- 
fide of the limb, enters a fharp-pdinted, double-edged 
knife, at the outward bafe of the mark, and puthes 
it through the teguments, clofe| to the bone, in a 
line for the mark on the oppofite fide; then: bears 
the edge along the line drawn oh each fide of the 
thigh, raifing it upwards towards the end of the flap, 
which, for the better union with the under fection, 
fhould be rounded off.. The flap being held up by 
the affiftant, an incifion is to be made from under- 
neath, through the other part ofthe integuments and 
mufcles, at about an inch below the place where the — 
bone is to be fawed ; and the mufcles are to be fe+ 
parated from the bone up to that part, with the point 
of the knife in the round. ‘The retractor and the 
faw are then to be ufed as in common; and after 
having fully fecured the arteries with ligatures long 
enough to hang out at the edge of the wound, the 
_ flap is to be fpunged clean, placed regularly over the 
ftump, fecured with three or four interrupted fu- 
tures, and dreffed with a pledget of cerate, foft 
tow, crofs cloth, and proper bandage. On the 
third or fourth day the futures are to:be removed, 
‘and the dreflings to be renewed, and the open 
parts are to be held together with flips of {ticking~ 
plafter. f | | 
Practitioners thought it beft at firft to drefs the 
flap feparately, and to place foft lint between that 
and the ftump for feveral days, then to lay the raw 
furfaces down regularly clofe together, confine the 
edges with fticking-plafter, and to apply the ufual 
dreflings with proper bandage. | 
. The other parts of the limbs were alfo operated 
upon on the fame principles. ists 


"|. DIs- 
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DISORDER) oy PARTICULAR PARTS. 
INJUFIES OF THE HEAD« 


| 

Fiffures, Deprefiins and Fratiures of the Craniuut. 

Thefe are fometimes i be fufpected, from the vehe- 

mence of fymptoms which ufually attend .thofe inju- 
ries, after blows or falls, although free from wound, 
orexternal.appearances. Bleeding at the ears, ftu- 
por, and Jofs:of vo.untary motion, are {trong indi- 
cations of extraordinary hurt being done to: the 
cranium. In every fuch cafe, {calping and trepanning 
are pofitively ordered; in fhort, whoever deviates 
from this given rule, fubjedts -himfelf to the moft 
fevere cenfure. The operation is even recom 
mended by great and refpectable authorities, in vio- 
lent blows on the head, unaccompanied with either 
fracture, fiffure, or depreffion ; with a view of giving 
‘vent to any extravafated blood or fluid, that may -be 
fuppofed ‘to lie between the cranium and the dura 
:mater. Bey |. 

-Notwithftanding which, fome gentlemen of emi- 
mence in the profeffion, who have not ftriétly con- 
formed to the written procefs, are able to. teftify, 
that many perfons, who have received the moft 
violent injuries on the cranium, have been perfely 
recovered by the free ufe of the lancet and antiphlo- 
giftic treatment only. An experienced country 
“practitioner and a bold operator has -feveral times 
difobeyed this abfolute injunétion, and has it in his 
power to produce living teftimonies of ‘his fuccefs, 
which would ftagger the faith of the warmeftadvo-' 
cate for the ufe of the trepan. 

The author of this publication pleads guilty to the 
-charge in feveral inftances of fraétured fkulls, all 
of which did well. One was in the left parietal 
bone, with moderate fymptoms, who recovered 
‘with no other operation than removing the bruifed 
~~ and 
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and jasged part of the fcalp down ‘to the bone. 
Bleeding twice, and Dover’s powder, after a pre- 
vious immerfion in the warm'bath, as preferibed by 
the.late ingenious Mr. Bromfield ; afterwards, ni- 
trous medicines, laxatives, and enemas, with flender 
diet and diluents, were adminiftered, » ; 


Another was a fracture on the poftetior and infe- 


yior part of the os temporis, caufed ‘by a violent blow 


from the beam of ‘a malt-mill; in which a loofé 
‘piece of the fquamofe part of the ‘bone, ‘not ‘fo large — 


as the thumb nail, was removed with the forceps. 
It may be remarked, that this patient was ‘to- 
tally deprived of his fenfes and voluntaty motion till 
‘the twelfth dav, and that no ‘one was prefent ‘at the 
‘time of his receiving the blow ; alfo, ‘that no exter- 
‘nal indications of injury could be perceived on the 
fide which was fractured: in faé, the fkin on the 
‘oppofite fide of the head being flightly rafed, induced 
every one prefent to fuppofe that the principal hurt 
‘was inthatpart; but upon ftricter examination, and 
‘obferving a much greater degree of agitation and 
‘groaning in the patient when Violent ‘preffure was 


applied to the unfufpected fide of the head, than | 
“from-an equal trial on the oppofite part, it was de-— 


termined to fearch there for the injury; and the 
‘event proved the propriety of doing fo. 
The ‘third ‘was a fracture in the os frontis, juft 
above the orbit of ‘the eye, wherein no very alarming 
- fymptoms appeared. ‘ : : 
» The other two inftances were on ‘the frontal and 
‘the left parietal bone ; both which were treated after 
the fame way, and did perfedtly well. 
- Two other cafes of fractures in the cranium alfo 
-eame under his immediate care and management ; in 
one of which, a great part-of the occipital bone was 
‘removed, with the affiftance of the trephine, the in- 


4ury having been fo violent-as to force ‘three “pieces | 


in upon the dura mater. The patient was truly 
athletie, and the fymptoms were highly inflamma- 
eee . tory ; 
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tory; he was-bled three times, had glyfters ret 


peatedly, and took the diaphoretic drops with a cook 
regimen. The other inftance was a fracture and 


flight depreflion on the parietal bone, with mode- 


rate fymptoms, Twelve ounces of blood were 


drawn from the arm foon after the accident, and one 
perforation was made which difcovered the dura 
mater to be quite pale and found. The firft of 
thefe two inftances did well; the laft grew bad in a 


few hours after the operation: the patient was feized. 


with rigor, fever, delirium, and every fymptom of 


inflammation; and, in fpite of every neceflary ef- 


fort, died on the fourth morning. Upon examina- 
tion, no one thing particular appeared on the brain 
which could be fuppofed the caufe of fo fudden and 
violent a change. This event, and a circumftance 
of like nature happening. at no great diftance from 
‘him, much about the fame time, emboldened the 
.writer to omit the operation in the firft inftance 
here mentioned, which occurred about a twelve- 
month after; and he has purfued the fame means 
ever fince, except where the bone was much fhat- 
tered and driven in. pik 

Since the firft edition of this book, in which the 
above particulars were enumerated, the author’s 
opinion and practice have been confirmed in four 


inftances of extenfive fracture in the; parietal and - 


frontal bones, that were under his immediate direc- 
tion; fram all which inftances, he thinks himfelf 
authorized to declare, at leaft, that the operation is 
not fo generally neceffary as it is declared to be; 
more efpecially when ‘ no external mark points out 
the feat of the injury.” The principal call for the 


trephine is, when the fymptoms are fo oppreffive, — 


and continued as to denote great injury on the internal 

_parts, or when the deprefied or fhattered parts of 
the fkull do violence to, the meninges, or fubftance 
of the brain. Paae 


The indications of internal miichief from blows | 


on 
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6n the head; where there appears to be neithe? frac- 
ture nor depreffion, are, the pericranium being de- 
tached and puffy, and painful fymptoms fuperven- 
ing ; pain, drowfinefs, &c. going off and return- 
ing a few days after the injury has been received, 
together with a quick tight pulfe, and repeated 
fhiverings ; 2 fanious matter being at the fame time 
difcharged from the wotind, and the puffy part being 
very fore and tender. ‘The caufe of fuch complaints 
is faid to proceed from the circulation between the 
_ pericranium and dura mater being interrupted; from 
the veffels of the latter membrane being detached ; 
and from preffure occafioned by extravafated blood : 
under which cifcumftances, inflammation and pu- 
trefaction are to be expected; and therefore, in 
every fuch cafe, the operation is ftriftly enjoined. 
Admitting all thefe radio and effects, is it not pro~ 
bable that venzfection, duly performed, together 
With the diaphoretic and antiphlogiftic remedies, 
‘will anfwer every intended purpofe, independent of 
erforation, in the early ftage of the diforder; and 
in the latter period, that the bark and. antifeptics 
would be much more likely to fucceed ? 
_ When the force of a blow is fufficiently violent to 
caufe extravafation, depreffion, or fracture, is it ro 
be expected that the extravafated blood will be con- 
fined to a particular fpot, or extend but a little way 
round ? Can it be fuppofed that the fluid will be 
wholly difcharged by the perforations commonly 
made upon fuch occafions? And further, if inflam- 
“mation be, in confequence of preffure from extra- 
vafated blood, how would it be poffible to prevent 
that effect in more diffufled extravafations, by a 
partial operation? At the fame time, it may be 
afked, what becomes of the. blood which cannot find 
its.way through the opening? 
To expofe the dura mater, or any membranous 
art that is naturally concealed, is not a matter of 
indifference ; it commonly produces or increafes 
: | inflam- 


? 
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mation, and fometimes terminates in maturation or 
gangrene. When, therefore, the fymptoms that 
occur from the accident aré moderate, and the in- 
jury done to the cranium is not complicated, the 
method recommended by Mr. Blomfield, and the 
antiphlogiftic treatment, which’ confifts of vene- 
fection, diaphoretic, cooling and aperitive medi- 
cines,’ with diluent drinks, are moft likely to fuc- 
ceed. That eminent practitioner advifed as fol- 
ows: Venzfeétion, a ftool or two to be procured 
by elyfter, or fome gentle aperient, and the warm — 
bath, as, preparatives; then give a dofe of Dover's. 
powder. He’ fays, that’ every fymptom of concuf- 
fioh generally goes off on the powder producing a 
Copious fweat; and advifes the’ patient to lie~be- 
tween blankets during the procefs, and afterwards to 
keep“up a ‘gentle diaphorefis, by continuing the ufe 
ot the powder, or fome medicine of that clafs, fuch © 
‘as antimodnml or ipecacuanha wine with’ tincture of 
opium, and to repeat bleeding according as fymp- 
toms, or ‘the nature of the habit may require, unttl 
mre ‘dattoer movers se | 
_ The feveral inftances of fuccefs which have fol- 
lowed this mode of treatment, do furely warrant the 
practife when no very violent oppreffive fymptoms 
occur. No one can fuppofe~ that fuch means, 
although they have been attended with all defirable 
fuccefs in very bad cates, fhould be trufted to, when 
the bone is greatly fhattered and depreffed ; more 
éfpecially when a part of it is ftruck in upon the dura — 
mater. When matter is difcovered upon or beneath: 
that membrane, perforations with the trephine’ are 
ordered to be repeatedly made according to the courfe 
ef its ftream, and we are directed to give vent to it — 
by puncture of that membrane: the rule,’as to punic? 
ture, is certainly advifeable ;’ yet, in the other cafes. 
it may be as fafe to operate rather fparingly. | 
Mott authors advife a ftrict fearch after the utters 
moft extent of the fracture in every direction, apd 
Pe . per- 
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perforations to be A aie in proportion ‘thereto ; ‘but 
let it diverge ever fo much, experience has. ‘proved ‘to 
thofe who are not fo fanguine i in favour of the opera- 
tion, that the {kill of the furgeon is chiefly wanted to 
relieve the membrane from depreffed pieces, which, 
when the fracture’ is. irregular, may require two or 
_ three’ perforations, ° wy 

'. One gencral maxim ang to be tere} in. “this 
and qlee other. ‘diforder where” Cavities are con; 


aed 


'h Vitiated habits, to obviate a ‘continued efflux Be mat- 
ter, which, - in fpite * ‘Of. évery effort, to. the. fonda ys 
too often demolithes the patient. . «., 

Thefe ftrictures are ‘not meant, to. deny ‘ile ne- 
céeffity of the ‘operation, but. £0 caution the young 
furgeon from yielding ‘too implicitly. to the, practice 
of. it. . In blews of the head, -wbjch have deprived: 
the fufferers of -their fenfes at, the time when , L¢n 
ceived, fucceeded by, pain, and. a danguid dull inac- 
tivity, it was a maxim,with, fome, practitioners to 
lay thé bone bare ; ; ‘and although, upon ftridt fearch, 
neither fracture nor Cepreftion. canbe di fcovered, 
to proceed directly. to perforation ; yet, though they 
_ may plead great. authorities. fuch conduct cannot be 

generally vindicated.. Why. fhould. they fo readily 
fly to an. operation ‘which might, be difpenfed: with, 
by the application of leis violent means? Such are 
veneefection, : according to ‘the. nature ‘of the habit 
and violence .of, the fymptoms, ‘repeatedly admi- 
niftering the diaphoretic powder or drops, eccafional 
glyfters, and the like. . Befides, proofs are not 
wanted, .of recovery ae Much more violent. inju- 
ries, without perforation. 

The following fhort account is’ en as a proof 
that blood may lodge in-quantity,on the bsain; that 
i is not always. pI roduétive, by. preffure, of . infam- 


mation, fuppuration, ” or fanies;, and further, thar, 
| N'2 not- 


tBo PRACTICAL SURGERY. 


notwithftanding fuch lodgment, the mental faculties. 
may continue in full force. © 


A perfon of a fanguineous habit was feized with 
an apoplectic fit, from which he foon recovered, — 
Five years after he was again attacked, and died — 
fuddenly. The head was opened, and much frefh_ 
blood was difcovered ‘in the Jeft lobe of the brain ;_ 
between its convolutions were found feveral lumps 
of concreted blood, one pretty large, which had 
loft its red colour; all which moft probably pro- 
ceeded from a ruptured veffel in the former attack. 
This perfon had been many years fubject to fevere 
head achs, for relief of which he now and then loft 
fome blood from the arm. Between the two at-. 
‘tacks, his head-ach was attended with giddinefs, 
which occafioned a more frequent call for the lan- 
cet; notwithftanding which, he tranfa&ted much 
bufinefs in the mercantile line, and took long jour- ~ 
nies on horfeback. | 

A material diftinétion is to be obferved in the 
fymptoms and treatment of injuries arifine from 
concuffion, and thofe from internal contufion; or, — 
as it is more generally underftood, compreffion. The 
fymptoms attending concuffion, which appears to 
have a more immediate effeét on the brain and 
nervous fyftem, are, a round, foft, and flow pulfe ; 
a general debility and inertnefs over the whole frame, 
a deep fleep, and filent breathing, together with | 
little or no contraction of the pupil on the eyes being 
opened againft a ftrong light. | ie 

The marks of internal contufion, which more im- — 
mediately affects the membranes of the brain, and 
from which inflammation is moft likely- to take 
place, are, a full, hard, and quick pulfe, an op- 
prefied refpiration, reftleffnefs and toffing about the | 
limbs when roufed, and a lively contraétion of the 
pupils. ; 

In the former. cafe, bleeding fhould be cautioufly 
repeated ; a moderate dofe of Dover’s powder, or the 

Site eh ait _ diaphoretic _ 
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daphoreic drops, may be now and thes adminifter- 

ed, and an enema, or a gentle laxative. occafi onally.” 
Afterwards, if debility continue, wine, bark, and 
opium will be neceffary ; whereas the inflammatory 
kind requires repeated bleedings and evacuants, ac- * 
cording to the violence of the fymptoms and ftrength. 
of the conftitution ;  alfo diaphorétics and nitrous. 
“medicines. A tight rifing pulfe, and firm crafis, of 
blood, are the moft certain indications of repeated 
‘Blood. (ohh es piglet ee - 
~The operation of trepanning is to be performed 

-aftet the following manner; the head thaved, and 
the patient being feated upright, or placed on a bed,, 
or table, and properly fecured by affiftants, fo that 
the head may be Kept in a fteady pofture oppofite 
the light; make .a femi-oval incifion, according to, 
the nature or extent of. the fracture, or contufion 
of the integuments, with a round-edged- knife, 
through the fealp, and diffeét it. off; then remove 
as much of the tendinous expanfion and periofteum 

a5 is neceflary, till the bone is bare.’ | 

The bone being fufficiently expofed,’ and the 
heemorrhage fuppreffed, fix the perforator to the 
handle, and make a flight entrance at fuch a point 
_ of 'the fractured part as will admit of the faw taking 
in a portion of the ‘fhattered and depreffed bone ; 
then removing” that inftrument, fix the. crown-faw 
with the pin, in the hole made for its reception, and. 

twift it circularly till the teeth ‘are, fairly entered ; 
after which withdraw the pin, and work the faw 
brifkly till it reaches the diploe, now and then 
-cleanfing the teeth of the faw, and thé groove in the 
bone, with a tooth-pick and bruth. ‘In fome parts 
there is ‘no dipive to be found, in which cafe it is 
proper to proceed with greater caution, frequently 
founding the depth and equality of the groove with 
the’ tooth- pick, and bearing the faw hardeft upon 
_ that part of the bony circle which looks whiteft, and 
* gently where it has a blueifh caft. When the latter 
WN 3 appears, 
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enticular removing fuch little pieces © 
oJ, PAV? DOS CRIN oe See Mtiere ap hee 
as may Jodge in''or ‘upon the. dura mater, If that | 
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and mattct were confined beneath: it, an incifion ” 


form of a joiner’s whimble,. adrhits of greater expe 
of the operation. | | 
‘ 
Pr 
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nofey on account of the finuifes and the {pine of the, 
SIF C ree ar.the. orbits of the 
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eye, and the Rieatelt part of fhe occipita) bone are. 


wound. Greafy and {pirituous applications are fel- 


dom 
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doun ufed.s-.a folution sof | myth ,in, barley-water, 


‘s 


fottened with honey of rofes, is ¢ amQnly. applied 


with a foft pledget of lint to the diira mater, when 
that membrane is injured. Sometimes a fungus rifes . 


from it, which ifinpe aeftgainethddmeytime by lunar 
cauftic and a proper degree of compreffion, is apt 
to increafe confiderably, ,and way require to be re- 


moved with the knife, but this is feldom neceffary 


tobe done, except from~bad management, . 


. Meffrs. Minors and: Jones, in.a cafe, recorded by 
them, have proved, the. utility.of .preferving the 
{calp, and dJaying it down.in.immediate. contaét with 
the: dura, mater, and thatde by. adhefive, infamma- 
tion.—Vide Minors’s Hiftory: of. Trepanning.. ‘The 


_ Operation was performed,as tree from angular points 


as poflible,.,after the following manner... ..., -. 

A fimple incifion was made. through the principal 
part of the wound, five: inches in. length,. agrecably- 
to, the-direction of the fracture, down, to, the periof- 
teum, and. the fcalp was clofely diffeéted up on 
each fide, fo as to make..room for-the. application 
of the trephine... In a fraGture of .a.large, extent,.a 
farther, dilatation may -be, made by.a,tran{verfe fec, 
ton of one,of the lips ofthe incifed, wound, begin~ 


ning frominear.the:.central point of that lip which 
- covers-the; greatefl_part,of the fractured bone. After 


the bone had been carefully removed, and the dura 
mates, well ipunged, the, inner furfaces of the flaps 


of the fealp,, the pericranium, and. the dura mater, 


were all lightly moiftened with a {punge dipped in 
warm .water,. andthe whole of the. {calp, was laid 


_ ws.appolite as poffible oyer the denuded parts, and 


the edges, retained clofe to, each other; by long and 
marrow flips.of platter, over which were. applied a 
foft, pledget of fine ‘tow, | {pread thin, with yellow 
erate; -afoft comprefs, and a fix-tailed bandage. 
(Other cafes have been, attended with like fuccefs, 
for fome of which, vide London Med. Journal, 


s 
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vol s and 7; alfo Mr, Blount's Cafe, London Med, 
Memoirs, vol. 3, Det , | 
DISORDERS oy ru EYES, 
OPHTHALMIA. | 


Description. Inflammation of the eyes gene- 


rally begins with rednefs in the tunica conjunctiva, - 


commonly called the white of the eye; the eye-lids 
fwell at their edges, the eye is hot, itiff, and dry, 
and is troubled with an uneafy pricking fenfation, 
as if dirt was lodged between that part and the kid, 
and the accefs of light and air gives great pain; 
fometimes the membranous appearance of the con- 


junctiva is loft, and the complaint reaches the {cle- 
rotica, andthe deeper-feated tunics. — * 

The inflammation is attended with more or lefs 
piin, and‘is’ of greater or lefs moment, according 
to the depth it reaches to. When light is tatoler- 
able, and acute pain darts through the head and 
temples, the internal coats and the retina are moft 
probably affected. The drynefs of the eye is moftly 
fucceeded by a profufe flow of hot, thin, acrid 


fluid, which frequently excoriates the neighbouring 


arts, and turns purulent. When the eye-lids aré 
much atfected, a difcharge of vifcid gummy humour 
is apt to clofé the lids, particularly towards morn- 
ing. The inflammation and pain increafing, the 
veffels of the external coats become extremely tur- 
cid, fever, and its train of fymptoms occur, and 
juppuration is fometimes the confequence, though 
very rarely, except from violent injury or morbid 
affection. A thicknefs and opacity in the membranous 
parts, or humours, are the more common confe- 
quences. This difeafe then is either primary or 
fymptomatic. ay 3s | “Ba atl 


CAUSES. 


i 
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©) €auszrs. Ophthalmia proceeds from blows, 
wounds, extraneous bodies fixed in the coats of, or 
lodged between the eye and eye-lid, from too great 
light, intenfe heat or cold, piercing winds, lucubra- 
tion, habitual drunkennefs, rheumatic, venereal, 
and ferofulous affection, fmall-pox and meafles. 
Cure. Bleeding is generally prefcribed, and 
fhould be repeated according to the degree of in- | 
flammation, pain, and fever. When»the pain is 
acute, deep feated, and formidable, it is recom- 
mended to’ open the temple artery, or external 
jugular; but except in very particular cafes, the 
common mode of blood-letting will anfwer every 
neceflary purpofe. Leeches, ‘applied repeatedly ar 
a moderate diftance from the exterior angle of the 
eye-lid, are beneficial, and fometimes blood. is 
drawn with the point of the lancet from the turgid | 
veffels of the eye. Blifters behind the ears, and 
detween the fhoulders, ‘will divert the inflamma- 


_ tion, and are faid to be very beneficial when ap- 


pees to the temples, upon the part where leeches 
ave juft performed their office, immediately after 


the bleeding has ftopped. ff 


In the inflammatory kind alfo, cooling remedies 


’ and regimen are highly neceflary ; and a pill; with 
-fwo-or three grains of calomel, the fame quantity 


x 


of camphor, and about a third, or if much pain, 
half a grain'of ‘opium, for two or three fucceeding 
nights, followed by a gentle laxative, and:occafion- 
ally repeated, have been of ‘great ufe both in the 
early and latter ftage of the cdiforder, In obftinate 
and chronic cafes, perpetual blifters, fetons, iffues, 
and cauftics behind the ears, have been ‘particularly 
vieful. Conftirutional caufes muft have relative 

Various external applications have been ufed for 


this complaint, but none fo. much of late as Gou- 


lard’s faturnine water, cold; both in the form of a 
Pid : lotion, 
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lotion} and braided into.a poultice’ with the. crumb * 
of white bread. The f{timulus ‘of the hot.acrid dif- 
charge may be much allayed, by applying the pulp 
of a rotten apple. ; When there is much tenfion and 


drynefs on the part, a lotion, with infufion of.chamo- | 


mile flowers and milk |juft warm, or.a flight décoc- 
tion of. poppy, heads,.- may» be: ferviceable ;, -but the 
thebaic tincture. of the London Difpenfatory, made 
with, mountain 'wihe,, as, particularly.recommended 


in a. late: ingenious: publication by;MefirsyiWathen. 


and Ware, is ancexcellent: topical remedy.» He woe or 
three drops of it are ordered; tocbe.dropped into, the 
eye once-or.twice a day,-or.te be applicd. on, the 
point of .a -camel- hair brufh._ It occafions: a fharp 


pain at firft, and a great: flow. of tears; : whieh, . 


gradually abating; the eye is«left. inca smuch | eafter 
flate than before the application,: dt: wilkebe necef- 
fary to defer its-ufe in fome habits, till thé exceffive 
irritability and infammation.of the parts have been 
leffened by: aftepe: evacuants) aid e¢eld - bd 
tions. = qmmet a3 ° 
When. the: eye- -lids are: eae “OF r rw +9 
hang together, moft probably their edges are, flightly 
ulcerated ; - to prevent ‘fuch adhefion; ‘@ {mall por- 
tion of bland unguenty-or: of the unguentum. citri- 
num of the Edinburgh Difpenfatory, may be placed 


between them at ladies -time, which fhould be wathed — 


off with milk: and water the next;morning.. sThis 
ulceration'is a frequent caufe of opthalmia,” Bates’s 
camphofatéd water, properly diluted; isan; excellent 
guard againft relapfé, both to the \eye:and eye-lid, 
athe inflamfnation ‘hasibeen, removed; it; is. much 
recommended by men. of experience, before-nien: 
tioned; and is prepared) asfollows2icccd  daala 


Roman vitriql, and ar aren an bole Seach? ote 
“dram. Spates té od drop. 

: at of fpirtt of * fe “hal a?! peste 7 

rem! into n'powder: ’ ‘Hirowsidem 


eee ee 


.. 
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beiaiss 4 powser into-a pint, of water whilft it is boil- 
qo) Ang, then remove. it from the, fire,” end fet 
5 Del 3 by, . for the feces to fubfide. ...,, bis! AAdeo 


7 diane ofthis: foluition, ‘mixed with two ounces 
of cold water, may be uféd'as a lotion! = 0" 
~oEvery inflamed eyé fhould: be defended ee the 
effects ‘of heat? and ‘cold, and be’ fhaded from: the 
light ; the beft; contrivance’ for which ‘purpofe is° a 
pafteboard-hood; lied with green’ filk. Tn: ‘danger- 
ous cafes, particularly when ‘the eye’ is wounded, 
and when thé'internal membranes! are much affected, 
the: patient muft-fabmit to. ‘confinement, in a cool 
room, “where little or. no | hight énters. The prac- 
tice. of bindings down ‘the eyes with cerate, com- 
prefs; and bandage} is highly injurious. | 

Inflammation of the eye, or ‘eyé-lid, from’ @°con- 
ftittitional caufe, “requires medicines calculated for 
the removal of the original complaint, together with: 
local treatment?» ‘When it proceeds from ‘blows or 
wounds, the ‘moft neceflary® applications”are, the 
faturnine’ water, poultice, and cerate 5 with bleed- 
gt ‘laxatives, and’ opiates. 

“If duft, grit, or any extraneous beady adhere; or. 
" isi fixed to” any part of the’ eye, fo ftrotigly’as not 
to-yieldto dé! ufe of an \eyé-cup, or oh ‘the’ ftrear' 
fromea fyringe, it’ fhould” be” feparated a‘blunt- 
pointed “director ‘or with = the point hi a ‘lancet,’ 
othérwife fuppuration: around the part will be the wii 
avoidable means of abe ia. 3 eel 5 
«Speck: ‘on the Cortiza. This complaint | 18. Nit realted 
Albugo,: Leticoma, a Nebula. Te‘is a thickness or 
abféefs in the different lamellae ‘of that membranes 
and is chiefly the effect of inflammation ; it derives’ 
“ifs? tonfequence: from its fize, “depth, and- fituation, 
“with ‘refpect ‘to vifion.- The pearly fpeck is ‘pro- 
jeéting, “and proceéds from fome kind of fore‘on thé 
cornea; it frequently follows the {mall-pox. This 
kind requires to bé opened with the lancet or:couch- 
ing needle, inorder to difcharge the matter, and 

| prevent 
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prevent its eroding the whole fubftance of the tunic. 
In this fpecies the projecting part will require to be 
touched with efcharotics, or medicines of the aftrin- 
gent kind, as prefcribed in the preceeding ftate of 
the complaint, fuch as Aq. fappharina, a weak fo- 
lution of white vitriol and verdigreafe, Bates’s lo- 
tion, and fometimes a folution of corrofive fubli- 
mate has been carefully and effectually ufed. 
_.The cure of the dry peck, or thicknefs of the 
cornea, has been brought about by various reme- 
dies; levigated glafs, fugar, with a very fmall por- | 
tion of calomel, tutty, and fcuttle fhell, finely levi- 
gated, blown through a ‘quill, and mixed with the 
fimple ointment, or made up in the form of a lotion; 
and when it arifes from a venereal, fcrofulous, or 
rheumatic diathefis, a mild mercurial courfe by. fric- 
tion with bark, or calomel and cicuta; the mercu- 
rial folution muft be purfued. ites os gM 
The above remedies have often removed fpecks, 
but do not always proye effectual, efpecially when- 
the diforder has pervaded feveral lamine. The 
projecting fpeck has been fometimes fafely removed. 
witha. thin double-edged fcalpel, but it is an 
operation that requires the niceft care and circum-; 
fpection, and a very.fteady hand. A late celebrated 
itinerant failed in this operation, by attempting the: 
_remoyal of a deep-feated fpeck: the edge of the 
knife. was fet off too deep, and a circular hole. was 
made in the cornea, through which the aqueous 
humour was immediately difcharged ; unfortunately 
for the. patient, great infammation enfued, and the 
whole of the eye fuppurated. The Doétor decamped 
on the third day, and left the cure to chance, after 
having received a generous fee. Such men are too 
apt to. undertake impoffibilities, and impofe upon 
the misfortunate, and their too credulous rela- 
tives. : 4 
Ulcers and Excrefcences on the Eye. ‘They are pro- 
duced from various caufes, and are of more or lefs 
con- 
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confequence, according to the part ulcerated, and 
the general ftate of the habit. External injuries, 
inflammation and fuppuration, venereal and {crofulous 
taint, and fmall pox, are general caufes. . ‘The beft 
local. treatment, after inflammation, is, touching: 
them with a camel-hair brufh dipped in camphorated 
vitriolic water, diluted in proportion to the fenfibi- 
lity of the part; or a weak folution of corrofive 
fublimate in water, fuch as one grain to three or 
four ounces, particularly if the edges rife. 

Should fungus grow up, iunar cauftic may be 
cautioufly and repeatedly applied; taking care to 
keep the eye open with a fpeculum, and to wath it 
off with a {mall hair brufh dipped in warm milk, 
before the eyes are fuffered to clofe. It may alfo 
be removed with the fcalpel. The beft method of 
extirpating large excrefcences, particularily when 
the bafe is broad, is to pafs a ligature through the 
middle, with which the tumour may be raifed and 
fixed more fteadily, and carefully to diffect it off 
with the common fcalpel. Pendulous tumours and 
excrefcences have been fuccefstully extirpated by li- 
gature. | | | 

A flight folution of sum myrrh in lime-water, 
has been ufeful in drying up and reftraining loofe 
fungus in other parts; perhaps, if applied early, it 
might have the defired effect in this cafe, properly 
fuited to the fenfibility of the part. A continued 
~ufe of the lunar cauftic, after the manner before 
defcribed, has lately proved effectual in deftroying 
a large growing fungus feated near the internal can-~ 
thus. “1 mahi 
- Encanthis and Membranous Expanfion. This is a 
flattifh expanded membrane, which fhoots out from 
the external canthus of the eye, and {preads like a 
thick web over great part of the eye-ball: it is ofa 
reddifh or palifh yellow colout, and when inorganic, 
refembles a finger-nail, and feldom proceeds further 
thar the: edge of the cornea: the latter does me 
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arife from inflammation, is not here fo j injurious 
in its nature, or fo likely to fpread over the point 
of vifion as that which does; and requires little to. 
be done, except wafhing. it. with aftringent lotions, 


This complaint does: not always take its rife from 


thé fame part.’ In flight cafés, proceeding from in- 
fammation, the beft applications after that is re- 
moved, are of the vitriolic, aluminofe, and fatur- 
nine kind, made agreeably to thé irritability of the 


difeafed parts. Efcharotics are both dangerous and | 


ineffectual ; repeated: fcarifications, and afterwards, 
faturnine or reftringent folutions, with neceflary, 
precaution againtt inflammation and adhefion, . have 
been attended with fuccefs. Should vifion be’ irre- 
coverably loft, and'the tumour be hard, livid, ‘and 
painful, and likely to degenerate’ into caneer, ex- 
tirpation of the eye may be requifite. iff 
Abfce/s within the Eye. Internal inflammation will 
fometimes produce a purulent kind of matter, which. 
diffufes itfelf throughout the cavity of the eye, and 
mixes with the aqueous humour ; the eye- -ball is en- 
larged, and vifion-is‘totally obftruéted: fevere pain 
and feverifh fymptoms are the comfequences, and 
the eye, if not timely opened, ,will burft of itfelf. 
This abfcefs moftly arifes from external injury, and 
like other fores, requires to be opened in the moft 
prominent part, and'the purulent contents fhould be 
gently preffed out. When the complaint is of that 
nature that‘ the™ iris. is, particularly difeafed, and 
forced againft the cornea, it is termed Staphyloma, 
from a prape-like appearance. When the collection 
of purulent matter lies in the anterior ch 1amber of the 
_ eye, and diftends the corhéa only, if ‘is called Ly 
popyon: ~ This complaint begins and continties with. 
pain in the eye, “although not to the degree ‘of, the, 
former diforder, being principally confined to one, 
part of the eye: the’ contents are to be difchar: ged 
by a moderate opening made at the inferior: “part, “Ok 
the cornea, ‘a line or two front the tunica conjunc— 
tiya. 
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--tival!. ‘After the matter has been evacuated, ‘the beft 
‘applications are’ compreffes wetted* with Goulard’s 
 faturnine water and he cerate?<a cool regimen mutt 
“be obfetved. 

_ Dropfy, or® Water in the i, The: aye is. liable 
to be diftended,’ and éven to ‘burft, from: an’ extraor- 
dinary quantity -of ‘watery fluid colleéted therein. 
This difeafe begins with’ a-fenfe of fulnefs in the 
part, and ‘the eye’ imperceptibly’ grows bigger ; vi- 
_ fion in the mean time cradually declines, and in, 
 procefs Of time is.entirely loft; the cornea protrudes 
greatly, and, if not timely opened,* will burft.. 

Before: the: lobe'of the eye’ is diftended to fuch 
a fizeas to deftroy the power of vifion, tapping the 
part’ may be’a means of recovery. Itis to be per- 
formed by’paffing the end of a fharp-pointed round 
inftrument, ‘not thicker than the’ blunt énd of a 
common probe; and fixed to a long handle, into 
the moft depending part of the eye-ball, juft behind 
the iris, as practifed in‘couchine. The fhape and 
look of the eye; at leaft, will be better preferved, by 
not deferring the operation too long; bracing me- 
dicines, both external and internal, “hould be after 
wards ufed. | 

Blood ik bin the Bye. Pie ‘cavity of the eye, 
from extérnal injury, 1s’ fometimes diftended with 
blood; ‘in: fuch quantity’ as ‘to’ render ‘the aqueous 
humour opaque ; and when ‘this extraneous fluid 1 
not likely'to be abforbed,! and ‘the fight continues 
to be obftruéted, it: becomes’ neceffary | to operate as 
for the extraction ‘of thé catara@ti ‘The: “aqueous 
humour paffing away with ‘the blood, will give the 
eye a diminithed | appearance, but it wilkbe reftored 
to its natural {tate toon after the wt eg in ithe cor 
nea isthealeds’ © 

‘Difplaced Eye-ball. The etbbe: of the» eye bay be 
driven fromthe focket by external violence, and 
thruft “forwards ‘by’ tumours’ or ‘abfceffes ‘formed 
within the Orbit,’ In‘cafes of this nat ures! the optié 
ye P Beans |) eve 
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nerve ‘is very likely to receive injury, by being — 
overftretched or compreffed. Two extraordinary — 
cafes of diflocation are.related by two eminent men — 
in the profeffion, which prove that vifion 1s not ne+ 
ceffarily deftroyed; the one inftance was a difloca- 
tion by violence, the other by a large {cirrhous tu- | 
-mour. Vide Cafes in Surgery, by Mr. Warner, 
and by Mr. White, of Manchefter. ge 
If caufed by violence, the part fhould be re- 
placed as foon as poffible; if abicefs be the caufe, - 
the contents fhould be difcharged, and the cyft be — 
at leaft partly removed; if it be oceafioned by an 
excrefcence or indurated tumour, extirpation Of the 
difeafed part will be neceflary. Tumours of a con- 
fiderable fize may be removed with no great difh- — 
culty, and with perfect fafety as to hamorrhage. 
The operation appears formidable and excites hor- 
ror; but many a life has been loft for want of proper 
refolution. In fuch cafes every precaution fhould 
be taken to prevent inflammation. t 
Scirrhous, or Cancerous Eye-ball. When the difeafes 
of the eye itfelf degenerate into fcirrhus or cancer, 
extirpation becomes abfolutely neceffary; and the 
earlier in the difeafe it is performed the better. In 
doing which the. following method 1s to be purfued: 
The patient, affiftant, and furgeon being properly 
ftationed, let the eye-lids be feparated as much as . 
poffible. If the eye be prominent, the furgeon may 
take hold of it with his fingers; otherwife, a broad 
ligature is recommended to be paffed rather beyond 
the centre, through the body of the tumour, with 
which it may be conveniently drawn forth by the | 
furgeon, who, at the fame time, is to diffeét out, 
with a common fcalpel, every part-of the ball from 
the focket. The hemorrhage is moftly to be 
ftopped with lint and flour, but, if neceffary, may 
be readily checked by flightly touching the veffel 
with the actual cautery. The whole of the orbit is 
to be filled with lint, and a bandage, if neceffary, 
| / may 
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may be made, rather tight, over all. Light and 
ealy dreffings are afterwards to be applied, and care 
ought to be taken to prevent the growth of fungus, 
to check inflammation, and to relieve pain with 
opiates, | 

_ 4rtificial Eyes. Great ingenuity has been difplayed 
in forming and fixing thefe fubftitutes : thofe which 
were fold fome time ago by Mr, Watfon, Coverley- 
fields, Mile-end, were fabricated upon an improved 
plan, and could be worn with the greateft eafe and 
fafety. Such inftruments are moft likely to anfwer 
the intent, where a mufcular part of the eye is left. 


CATARACT. 


} 


Description. The cataract is a difeafe abfolutely 
confined to the cryftalline humour, attended with 
difcolouration, and more or lefs opacity. Cata- 
racts have been varioufly diftinguifhed, and many 
falfe ideas have been formed about their confiftence, 
from their colour. The grey, wheyifh, or blueith 
coloured, were formerly confidered as ‘loofe and 
foft, the white as. hard, &c. of which the contrary 
_has‘been often proved, But at this time of day, 
colour is not,looked upon asa proof of their con- 
fiftence, Every cataract alfo, which, from the 
above miftaken principle, was fuppofed to be foft, 
was thought to be unripe; and the contrary. The | 
-moft probable conjecture about confiftence, may be 
formed from the following obfervations : 

‘When the pupil remains in a ftate of dilatation,. 
notwithitanding it is expofed to a ftrong light, the 
cataract moft commonly proves foft; on the con- 
trary, when capable of perfect contraction, the 
difeafed part is generally more firm and refifting. 

It is worthy of remark, that the external part of 
the cryftalline lens, in its natural ftate, is fofter than - 
-its internal, and fome of the moft experienced per- 
fons are of opinion, that it commonly grows fofter 
| m, 
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Gn’ the difeafed ate, ‘They'’alfo' notice’ a’ mixéd 


‘cataraét, which is found to be fofter externally, and 
firmer, in the centre than in’ the natural ftate, and ~ 
‘that fometimes the whole ofthe’ cryftalline will be” 
_diffolved into an uniform fluid of a jelly-like con” 
Deters Mee eat foot J } ae ae 4 
‘<The notions; then, refpecting colour, .confiftence, ~ 
‘and maturity, are too vifionaty to be regarded. | 
‘Opacity is alike the confequence ; and’ fuccefs has ‘ 
‘proved, that as foon as the‘humour becomes entirely 
Yopake, theoperation may be properly undertaken” 
dnevery ftate, except when the difeafe ts attended - 

with adhefion to the iris, or an affeCtion of the re-) 
tina. hae Bae 7) 3% of 
_. It fometimes happens that the cataract adheres to} 
the iris fo firm as to render it immoveable. This’ 
“may, be diftinguifhed by” fhutting the’ patient’s eye, | 
“and rubbing the eye-lids; afterwards, upon ‘open-) 
ing them fudderly againft a ftrong light, the pupil) 
‘willbe feen to contract, provided there be ‘no ad-| 
hefion. A few’ cafes, wherein the adhefion was 
“flight, have been operated’ upon with fuccefs: but 
fhould the retina be affected, blindnefs will’ remain” 
‘after the cataract has been depreffed. The ftate of} 
“that membrane may be afcertained from the infenff-) 
“bility of the iris to the rays of light. The black’ 
“cataract, as it has been called, and deferibed by au-| 
“thors, wherein no difeafe is faid to appear,. and? 
“where the pupil looks black, as in thé natural flate 
of. the, eye, is moft, probably the amaurofis,’ or) 
“gutta ferena. Cataracts may be divided into ‘three 
“kinds, the foft or floating, the mixed, and the firm) 
ORE eee mates 1 cairo: SiGe a sea 
~ Causes. The cataraét may be fuppofed to: tate! 
. its rife from inflammatory.diforders of the head andl 
eyes, occafioned ‘by external injury, or’ internal de-) 
‘ fluxion.” Scrofulous habits ate: more “ patticularly? 
-fubje& to it. gaghy eS: eRe oe 


> we he 


Corr. ‘Previotis to an account of. the operations | 
4 i , for , 


~-8 
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for, the cataract, it will not be amifs, to remark, that 


the foft cataract, if the capfula.be freely divided, 


vi -mix with the aqueous humour,..and be. gra; 


dually diffolved ; thatthe firmer parts. of the mixed 
kind, when they have bafiled every attempt to de- 


_ prefs, may alfo be left to diffolve ;and that in en- 
_ deavouring to deprefs the firmer kind of cataraét, 


even. when having pafied through the pupil it lodges 


behind the cornea,. and no particular injury had been 


done to the parts within, the cryftalline has.gradually 
plier, and difappeared, to the recovery of | vi- 
ion. : | . 

Provided the cataraét be not complicated with 


any other affection of the eye, and that neither of 


the eyes be poffefled of a tolerable degree of fight, 
the operation may be performed either by depref- 
fion or extraction. The method of depreffion, or 
couching, as it is commonly called, is as follows : 
The patient being feated in a proper light, upon 
a ftool of convenient height, let a pillow be placed 
between his back and the breaft of an affiftant, fo 


- that the patient’s body be bent rather forward, and 


the head be inclined on the breaft of the, affiftant: - 


- cover the. other eye, and let the upper lid of the 


eye which is to be operated upon be raifed up and 


i kept fo, by preffing it ftrongly againft the fuperior 


part of the orbit, whilft the operator depreffes the 
inferior lid. This being done, the patient fhould 
be, directed to incline the eye towards the nofe; 
then let the couching needle, with the flat furface 


towards the iris, be {truck through the tunica con- 
 junctiva, at a very little diftance from the edge of 


the cornea,, and inva line with the middle of the 
pupil, paffing it cautioufly forward.till it appears be- 
hind. that. opening ; then gently endeavour to de- 
prefs the cataract with the flat furface of the needle, 
carrying it-with,the point towards the outward and 
back part of the eye. Should the cataract rife 
ay PLO ip ‘ again, - 
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again, move the needle carefully towards the under 


art of it, and gently try to raife it up, fo as to — 
diflodge it from its bed in the vitreous humour. If © 


== 


4 


the cataract be mixed or firm, divide the capfula, © 
and deprefs again and again; if uniformly fluid, ~ 
make a free laceration of the capfula, turning the 


needle about within the body of the cryftalline, and — 
leave the parts to diffolve. If, upon dividing the © 
capfula, the contents fhould fpread, and mix with — 
the aqueous humour, it will clear again in time, and ~ 


the operation is as likely to prove fuccefsful as_ 


under any other circumftance. 


The needle fhould be withdrawn in the fame di- | 
rection by which it was introduced. Moft opera- — 


tors {peak in favour of its infertion with the flat 


furface up and down, by which the coats will be 


wounded in the courfe of the fibres, and afterwards, 
turning the edge perpendicular till it is vifible be- 
hind the iris ; then ufing it as it is required. If the 


operator fhould not be ambidextrous, he will find — 


it much more eafy to ufe the awkward hand by © 
{tanding behind the patient, and fupporting the © 
head upon his knee, or againft his breaft, than by ~ 


ufing the beft contrived inftrument in an oppofite — 


manner. ‘The fpeculum is feldom applied. 


The proper applications to the eye, which fhould — 


be kept clofed from the inftant that the needle is — 


withdrawn, are, cooling repellents, fuch as com- ~ 


preffes dipped in Goulard’s faturnine water, his ce- ~ 
rate, alum curd, and the like. The patient fhould — 
lofe fome blood as {oon as conveniently can be, and — 
fit upright fome hours after the operation. He — 
fhould alfo live abftemioufly for feveral days, and 


upon fuch food as will require little chewing. The 


body muft alfo be kept gently open, and opiates — 


may be occafionally adminiftered to allay irritability 


or pain. Some perions are but little afflicted with | 


inflammation and pain after this operation, others — 
) fuffer | 
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fuffer fevere pains in the head; to remedy which, 
bleeding:in the jugular vein or temple artery, and 
blifters, have been found necefiary. ) 


_ To extract the Cataraé, place and fecure the pa- 
tient and his eyelids, as before dire&ted for couch- 
ing, and defire the patient to fix his eye fteadily, 
looking ftrait forward,.or rather inclining upward: 
then plunge.the point of the knife, fuited to the | 
purpofe, into the eye, near to the edge of the cor- 
nea; and-pafs it carefully and fteadily between that 
membrane and the iris, acrofs the centre. of the pu- | 
pil, to the edge of the cornea on the other fide, 
exactly oppofite to where it entered; puth the point 
about a quarter of an inch through that part of the 
cornea, after which move the knife gradually down- 
ward, fo that the lower part of the cornea, between 
the points at which the knife entered and paffed 
out, may be divided at equal diftances from the iris: 
during. the incifion, and after the femicircular cut 
has been made, the preffure, whether by the fingers 
or fpeculum, muft be moderated, 


s : 


nd 


The incifion being compleated, raife up the flap 
in the cornea with a blunt flat and crooked probe, 
and carefully paffing the point of a couching needle, 
or fmall probe, through the pupil, make an open- 
ing in the tunic of jthe cryftalline; after which, 
force out the cataraét by equal and moderate pref- 
fure.. Its removal will be much favoured by fhading 
the light, which will caufe a greater dilatation of 
the pupil. Should the cryftalline lodge in the an- 
terior chamber of the eye, it may be removed with 
the fmall {coop contrived for that purpofe ; but it 
feldom happens fo, unlefs the opening in the cor- 
nea is too {mall for it to pafs: the moft handy in- 
ftrument for enlarging the opening when neceffary, 
As a {mall pair of probe-pointed {ciffars. 

_. The operation being finifhed, drefs the eye as 
directed after couching. The patient fhould be 
Bei) BOS, kept 


; 
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’ 
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kept in bed on his back; ina PhAlkeed room,: an if 
on a low diet, for feveral days. Repeated bleeding S$ 
may be neceffary; and that operation is hough ty 
moft effectual, when the after-fymptoms are very — 

violent, if performed i in the jugular vein, or temple 
atteny am OF ! 
M. Pellier, whofe practice in the enti 
the’ cataraét, is reported to have been particularly 
faccefsful, recommends biceding in the arm as | foon 
as the operation is over; and if inflammation comes | 
- forward, ‘direéts leeches to be applied near the eye: : 
if the fyimptoms fhould render further bleeding ne-— 
eeffary, he prefers drawing it from the foot. He j 
alfo orders pediluvium, ‘Atabic: emulfion with nitre, 1 
and diluting drinks, When the inflammation is ob- 
ftinate; he puts great confidence ‘in ‘dividing the 
turgid veffels of the eye and’ eyelid, and alate pads. , 
with alum curd. , 
He clofes the eyelids immediately’ after. ‘the: eke 
ragtion of the lens, and covers the part’ with ‘a \ 
ary bag made of foft linen rag, half filled with wool, 
which ‘he’ gently binds on fyith a ‘Iihen’: bandage 
round the forehead, and a flip: of the fame’ cried 
under “the ‘chin,’ anc? over the: top of the head. In” 
favourable cafes, the firft dreffing is feldom ke 
till the fourth or fifth day, when the eyelid is caus, 
tioufly lifted up, in order that the part may be’ gent y 
cleanfed with milk’ and: water: after that time, the) 
bag is gradually leffened;''is applied évery ‘othe’ ‘i 
day, and, ‘at the end of bee? weeks, is relinquithed | 
i a covering’ of green filk. Nis eats 
Mr. Wather in his Cafes, ‘deferibes a. method’ of 
extradtinig the cataract with one inftrument only. % 
Upon ¢ comparing the advantages and difadvante Ay 
of the two ‘modes of operating, “fome. men of '‘expe- 
rience give the preference to depreffion ; and he 
we confider that extracting the cataraét is liable to 
two incidents, which ar¢_not known to have hap> 
, be pened, 
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_ pened. after. couching, mamely, a general foppuray 
tion, anda wafting of the BYE sin durely depretiion 
fhould be preferred... i 4AeA to 
4 The, principal, ‘objedtions. to couching a are, the 
chance. of its rifing again, piercing: through. fo.many 
Coats of the eye, and the; danger, of wounding the 
' ints;... The) firft.is an.unlucky incident,, which. may 
, mot, commonly. be. prevented by. prefling | the lens 
ie the: bottom of the jeye, and carrying it on the 
| point of the needle towards. the. outward and back 
art of the. €Ye, agit were burying it } in the vitreous 
humour ;, ‘befides,. the ‘operation .may, be. repeated 
again and again, and atlength attended with fuccels. 
Mr ‘Warner gives,,in his Cafes, aj gemarkable in- 
flance, of gouching: in, the right, cye of the fame per 
fon four different times, in the fpace of two 
. Aonths,; and: fays,. that. the | patient «was: capable of 
reading and. writing in a, fortnight, after, the fourth 
Operation... It, appears alfo,, that the Jens adheredia 
Sine to the back part of, the: iris, and that, operating 
upon the other. was inawarrania ley on, account, of 
general adhefion,... p. 
othe fecond. objection is, that in, “confequence,: of 
woun ling, fo many, coats, the, eye./is, often affected 
with.an obftinate . inflammation. aad, continued. paint, 
Still j it will be, allowed, that. extraction: is.of much 
more, dangerous tendency, \than; depreflion was ever 
known: to be, when, the cafe was free from adhefiph 
| and, well managed, ...- 
/ The. third objection, viz. that. ay ins is Kable; to 
| | Sauy, fron the needle, is of, little; moment; as sit 
anay be. always, avoided by ‘an jattentive operator, 
except there happens. to. be a flight, adhefion,. as, in. 
the foregoing . operauon, wibich: being. dexteroufly 
managed, fucceeded : to admiration, ...The. iris is 
diable.to injury alfo .in..the operation. by extraction, 
avhen, the lens. is, forced with difficulty, through, the 
UPHeraan yh rosainy f 
. Thoigh medicine | is little regarded | in the cure ‘of 
ioe yanoar tt O04 cataracts, 
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cataraéts, ftill it is not unlikely that relief may be 
had at the beginning of this difeafeé, when’ dimnefs — 
of fight is firft obferved; if attended with inflam- 
mation and pricking-darting pain, bleeding with 
leeches and otherwife, with gentle laxatives, and a 
temperate regimen may be ferviceable, if not re- 
lieved by fuch means, and opacity increafe, particu-_ 
larly in a fcrofulous habit, fmall dofes of calomel 
with the extract or powdered leaf of hemlock, will 
be more likely to rake effect; or perfevering in an 
alterative mercurial courfe by fri€tion, together with 
the cortex twice a day. Electricity alfo is recom- 
mended in the firft ftage of the difeafe, by drawing 
fparks from the parts adjacent, or giving fhght 
fhocks. Blifters and a feton inthe neck are thought 
ufeful. ‘sah di 
Contrafied Pupil. The iris or pupil is fometimes 
fo clofely contracted, as not to admit light enough 
for diftinguifhing objects. This complaint may 
-arife from a violent opthalmia, adhefion to a cata- 
ract, or a-paralyfis of the {trait fibres. ii 
Mr. Chefelden has given an account of his divi- 
ding this part with fuccefs in the two firft diftinc- 
tions. He performed the operation after the follow- 
ing manner. the eye being fixed open with the fpe- 
culum oculi, he ‘paffed a fingle narrow-edged’ fcal- 
pel; with its blade held flat, and the edge of it from 
him, through the fclerotica, as in couching, be- 
tween the hgamentum ciliare and the circumference 
of the iris into the anterior chamber of the eye: he 
then divided the membrane, which when there is 
no cataract is faid to fly open, and leave a large 
orifice. If there be a cataract behind, it will be 
proper to make the opening above it, aces 
This operation has been feldom attempted fince 
Mr. Chefelden’s time, and its event is looked upon 
as very precarious. All poffible means fhould be ~ 
ufed to prevent or check inflammatory fymptoms. 


DISORDERS 
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DISORDERS OF THE EYELIDS. 


Tumours and Tubercles are often to be met with 
on the eyelids. The Hordeolum is moft frequent. 
When this kind of tumour is hard, red, and fixed, 
and is of the inflammatory kind, it is called a Stye, 
which moftly breaks of itfelf, and difappears. 
Various unneceffary diftinctions are made of thefe 
and moft other complaints of the eye and eyelids. 
Of thefe tumours are moftly of the encyfted kind: 
they are of different fhape* and: fize, and ‘replete 
with humours. of different confiftence; they are 
hard or foft, veficular or cedematous, round or ob- 
long, with narrow or broad bafes, moveable or 
fixed: and their caufes are fimilar to thofe of other 
parts. If they tend to inflame, fuppuratives ought 
‘-moft generally to be applied; and they will require 
to be opened. Should they incline to grow larger 
‘without inflammation, it will be proper to remove 
them, which may be done with the nite, ora: li- 
_gature made with thread waxed, filk, or hair.» Thofe 
that have a broad. bafis, will require fome care in 
diffecting. ~~ Bip) © y 
It will be better to let out the contents if the cyft be 
thin, and then; with the affiftance of the hook, to dif~ 
_ fect as much of it away as can be done with fafety, 
making the firft incifion parallel with the eyelids; 
if fteatomatous or firm, it is moft convenient to 
»preferve the cyft whole. After the fkin and cellular 
membrane, which covered the tumour, has been 
divided with the fcalpel, it is advifed by fome to 
pafs a waxed thread through the cyft, and for an 
affiftant to keep drawing the tumour whilft the fur- 
geon is difiecting; but in common, if the eyelid be 
fteady, the operator will be able to manage the 
hook with equal eafe and advantage. The ligature _ 
is particularly calculated for thofe which have a 
narrow bafe, | 
| : When 


Nn 


- 


202 PRACTICAL SURGERY, 


When the tumour has been removed from within- | 


fide the eyelid, a bland-lotion is. all. that can be ap- 
plied; if externally, the dry ‘future, or the inter-~ 
ruptedowith a-finermeedle thould tbe. ufed, and foft 
line mutt be applieds; “When theicontents: are dif= 
charged, flight daturnine} or vitriolic folutions will be 
proper to: prevent pie 3 tg alte: to cage 
rt paresararct sich be Cv 

\ Warts and Flefay Baacaekdbiecsc are ah apt to STow 
upon ‘thefe parts ;.they frequently .become lange; 
andirequire to. be sextirpated, and-treated after the 
manner ftated, in the: preceding article. Cauftic aps 
plications were much ufed formerly, to :remoye thefe 
and other complaints:of the eyelid ;.but at this time 
they Bre+ little seri bie of. Abfciffion, and: ligature 
aré she oprincypal) means ‘of. cure... Warts! and farco: 
matous» tumours on the’ eycands have: “prayed ne 
cerous: in fone habits. ; : T 

Inverted and Reloxed Eyelid. Eeittet, termed. this 
complaint’ Frichiafis! | ‘Phe! cartilaginous edges:iof 
theseyelids will sfometimes. turn’ inwards, in which 
café the hairs become -offenfive; to the!.eye; and, 
érom.a conftant irritation, occafion great opain and 
inflammation, fo asin the end to endanger: vifiony 
Its.caufes are a derangement of the hairs,.an irregu- 
Tarocicatrix: from*a burn, feald, -wound,</on-ulceras 
tion,.irelaxation, and. irregular ; affection of the orbi+ 
cularmufcle, and ‘relaxation of the: fine ile maiftly 


happens» tacthe lower lid. + 40 2 Ye: 


The following remedies are ages fds eruateree to 


the: nature of the caufes. For the inverted hairs, 4 
removal by tweezers, and confining the new hairs ite 
the outward part -of the lid) by means of {trips of 


adhefive plafter, as foon as: thay ¢ are grown: long 
enough. ) fc weg 

vee a from feeb Gell: cicatrix, one or more incifions 
may be made, in order to free it; the »means (pre- 
decribed im the fubfequent complaint. iain alio be ne- 
ceflary, in part, oat OT 


5 ee ee ee ee, ee 
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. To ‘relieve relaxation’ or ‘irregular \alfeAtions» of 
the mufcular’ parts, an incifion may ibe made acrofs 

the. eyelid down to the:orbicular) mufcle);;-the =con- 

tracted parts are then to’be divided, andvif. the fub- 

jacent muicle*fhould: be affe&ted; it will -besnécef- 

fary to feparate the fibres of the orbicularis;to get 
at it, and treat) it.in dike manner ;\ after which} ia 

{mall cautetizine iron: moderately” heated, may) be 

lightly: paffed:over the denuded fibres, fa-asito give 

them a*regular icontractiony))) 6) 9) 19"! 

When this‘complaint is occaftoned. bya relaxation 
of the fkin onlyy: aftringent: folutions. are proper 3 af 
they fail;a.foldcof the lid) mayobe? removednwith 
the fealpelj and the edges'of the fkin ‘fhould be-laid 
exactly tocether, ‘and be; retained: fo: by theladkefive 
plafter, if pratticable'; otherwifeothe intenrupted:fu- 
ture fhould be made with a very fine needle. This 
operation is hardly feafible, unlefs the complaint.is 
become habitual, and hazardous to the eye. 

Everted Eyelid. When the edges are turned out- 
ward, and retracted fo much, that the interior {kin 
becomes prominent, the complaint, is called EZro- 
pium; and when the upper eyelid only is affected, 
it refembles the hare’s eye, and is termed Lagoph- 

thalmus. Sometimes an inflammation of the eye, a 
farcoma, or an encanthis, accompanies this difor- 
der. It may arife from the fame caufes as in the 
former complaint, acting in oppofite direction ; and 
1s fometimes the confequence of inflammation and 
tumour, ai ‘ean 

Little can be done for the relief of aged people, 
except the application of cooling reftringent lo- 
tions. A proper inftryment, contrived after the 
manner of temple fpectacles, might be made to act 
as a fupport to the lid, with moderate preflure, and 
render the complaint lefs troublefome and unfeemly. 

When a tumour throws the eyelid outward, the 
caufe, if practicable, fhould be removed. Suppo- 
fing it to be occafioned from inflammation, thé 

oreo means 
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means préfcribed under that head fhould be ufed ; 
if the internal membrane be greatly thickened, and 
the protrufion be of long ftanding, fcarifications are 
moftt likely to be of fervice. — 

The retraction is only to be remedied, by making 
an incifion parallel, and near to the edge of the 
lid, fo as to fet free the ftrictured parts. 

Contraction from an ill-formed cicatrix, 1s more 
likely to produce everfion than inverfion ; and fhould 
be treated after the following manner: make one or 
more incifions, in order to fet it free; but if fuch 
“means have not due effect, make an incifion of fuf- 
ficient extent through the integuments, and, by a 
careful diffection, raife the contracted part of the 
fkin; obferving to re-apply the fame in its proper 
ftation, and to keep it fo by flips of plafter. 
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PART THE THIRD. 


DISORDERS OF THE EARS. 


"THE ears are fubject to various diforders, moft 
of which arife from inflammation and obftruétion. 
Inflammation of thefe parts may originate from the 
general caufes already enumerated, and produce 
their confequent effects, fuch as tumours, abfceffes, 
&c. Obftruction comprehends the imperforated 
meatus, tumefaction and drynefs of the glandular 
membrane, colleéted wax and fordes, extraneous 
bodies, fungous and flefhy excrefcences. . 

Inflammation and Pain. ‘Thefe complaints require 
the fame treatment that is ordered for other mem- 
branous or nervous parts. Venzfection, and gentle 
evacuations by ftool, diaphoretic, and nitrous medi- 
cines, fedatives, and faturnine or emollient cata- 
plafms, according to the particular ftage of the dif- 
order. 

Impofthume in the Ear. When an abfcefs has 
formed in the meatus, that partis commonly choak- 
ed up with matter; which not only obftructs the 
hearing, but may, from its lodgment and acrid na- 
ture, produce an obftinate ulceration; on which ac- 
count it will be proper occafionally to fyringe the 

ear 
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- ear with a fmall quantity of the following detergent 
folution : 

Thin barley water half a pint, or more, in 
which; diffolye vone -dram, of the beft gum 
myrrh, then add one ounce aid’ a half of 
honey of rofes. 

It will be fometimes neceffary to adminifter the 
bark in moderaté dégreé, “arid a gentle cathartic. 

Imperforate Meatus.. This natural opening, as | 
well as moft others in the human frame, is ah to: 
be fhut up from the birth, by a membranous cover- 
ing or adhefion, immediately at its entrance, or 
more remote; itis therefore more or lefs difficult to 
remove. When not fo deep as to endanger the 
tympanum, an aperture may be made witha narrow- 
bladed fcalpel or lancet, which is to be kept open by 
doffils of lint, a piece of bougie, or foft tents of Phas 
per length and thicknefs, 

1 wmefaktion and Drynefs The mucous membrane 
which fecretes the wax; is apt to grow turgid and dry. 
This complaint may proceed from an acrid ftate of 
the juices, or a thicknefs after inflammation, and is 
generally a great impediment to hearing ;) fcrofu- 
lous and venereal habits are moft liable torits For re- 
liefit- is neceffary to ftimulate the. part to fecretion 
once or twice a day, with four or:five drops of the 
following medicines: 

“Liquid opodeldoc and oil of almonds, of each 

-. equal quantities. Or, ) » 

» Pure oil of turpentine; one Gerd, oil. of al- 
~monds,, or pure: olive oil three drams, 

‘ The fteam of warm water, or of a mixture made 
with four ounces of the pectoral decoction, and two 
ounces. of Mindererus’s fpirit, conveyed into the 
paflage of the ear, has had the defired effect, efpe+ 
cially when inclining to inflammation. 

Sometimes a purulent. difcharge iffues from the 
ear, arifing from an increated Rdnetions ; this: fhould 
be frequently wathed away, at firft, with the deter- 

gent, 
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ee inyfrh injection, of foap and silliness after- 
rds may. be reftrained by one made gently reftrine 


Bent, with the bark internally, 8c. In cafes of a 


ore obftinate ‘nature, the habit thonld» be» oparticu- 
larly attended''to. © "The bonts of the; ear have be- 


come difeafed} to remedy ‘or ‘prevent which, the 


paflage fhould be os — as tr a. ” means of 
injection. « 

Extraneous bower Indurated: or sire cil por 
peas, pebbles, infects, orc. may’ pafs) into: the: ear. 


Wax often gives way to a few drops of oil of al- 


monds, inftilled into the ear at bed time, ftopping 
the opening with a piece of black wool, which on ac- 
count of its fpringinefs, is not fo apt to infinuate it- 
felf deep into the paflage as ‘either lint or cotton. 
When more difficult to be removed, repeated injec- 
tions with warm water, the ‘molt approved: folvént, 
will feldom fail; after which, ‘the oil and wool — 
be applied. 

Warm oil is deleterious. to moft teeny 2 a few 
drops will'anfwer the purpofe’ of deftroying fuch as 
have entered the ear, and they may be Wafhed ‘out 
with the fyringe, 

‘Peas, or fuch bodies:as fwellly can ‘feldom: be re- 
afewed but by dividing them into pieces, which may 
be done with fmall fciffars and pliers. 

- Hard bodies may be loofened with the probe: and 
extracted with the forceps; but: when firmly lodged 


an the bony meatus, near to the tympanum, ‘they 


“have occafioned vehement’ pain’ and. inflammation ; 
‘which prevents them being extracted by the paffage, 


ahd they can only be removed, by making an®in~ 


‘cifion through the pofterior and fuperior part of: the 
fei fear to the bony part of the meatus. 

“Fungus and Excrefeences may be removed,” asin 
anes of the like kind, by the knife, ligatures: or 
‘cauftic properly guarded and: ae “through a 
“eanula, 38 ¥ 
4 PWG en Inftru- 
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Inftruments, called trumpets, are ingenioufly con- — 
trived for the benefit of hearing, and are particularly 
ufeful in colle@ing and modulating the founds, 
when deafnefs is the confequence of fome defect in 
the interior part of the ear, or auditory nerve: 
thofe made in the fhape of a French horn, with a 
convoluted tube, are beft adapted to the purpofe. 
Internal deafnefs is to be relieved alfo by, injecting 
into the euftachian tube, an operation more fre- 
quently attempted than duly performed. He 


DISORDERS or rue NOSE. 
‘ POLYPUS. 


Description. ‘The Polypus of the nofe, is a 
difeafe of the pituitary membrane, which lines the 
internal noftrils and parts adjacent: it has various 
origins and attachments, and is of different forms 
and fizes; obftructs the voice, refpiration, and de- 
elutition, and is difficult to eradicate. Sometimes it 
makes its firft appearance high up in the noftril, 
_and gradually elongates till it reaches beyond the 
wings of the nofe, ftopping up one or both paflages; 
fometimes appearing in the fauces behind the uvula, 
at other times remaining concealed. It fometimes 
takes its origin from the os ethmoides and the adja- 
cent finuffes. nel 

It is a maxim with thofe who are not well ac-. 
quainted with the different kinds of polypus, to aim 
at extraction in almoft every cafe; whereas in fome, 
the operation will neither prove. fuccefsful nor fafe. 
The Surgeon will be able to judge of the impro- 
priety of ufing the forceps, from the following cir- 
cumftances. | 

The malign, or worft kind of polypus, comes on 
with great pain in the forehead and upper part of the 

nofe; 
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nofe;' is of a deep red, or rather .a dark purple 
colour ; is’ painful to the touch, incompreffibly hard, 
and when preffed, occafions pain in the.eye or. fore- 
head; difcharges blood and an offenfive -ichorous 
fanies; has. a dark livid. cancerous appearance, and 
adheres fo much to the membrane covering the in- 
fide of thesnofe, that it will not admit.a:probe to be 
paffed round the lower part of the noftril...... 5, .. 
~/ The benign, or milder, kind is,pale,  greyith or 
light brown, {prings from a pedicle, is feldom pain- 
ful; is detached from the fides of the nofe at fome 
heighth, is not always of the fame fize, eafily yields 
to preffure, when preffed is not painful, and may 
be extracted without much hemorrhage or hazard. 
Causzs.. They proceed from. internal latent 
. caufes, and. from external injuries; profufe he- 
~ morrhages, catarrhs, ,or defluxions: they are fome- 
times attended with caries of the bones of the nofe, 
_ from a venereal caufe, and are truly deplorable. 
Cure. . Thofe of the malign kind, muft be treated | 
with palliative remedies, and alterative medicines 
fuitable to the nature of the habit. peep 
- The benign may in general be extirpated with 
fuccefs; the method of doing which is, by a pair of 
forceps with an opening at the end of each blade, the 
infide of which.is flattened and roughed like a file ; 
this inftrument is to be introduced about an inch and 
a half up the noftril, or more if pra¢ticable, taking 
fure hold of the tumour; then moving it from fide 
to fide, at the fame time drawing it fteadily down- 
ward. Some Surgeons advife twifting it round till: 
feparated, as being lefs injurious to the membranous 
lining of the nofe, than abfolutely tearing it away ; 
but the latter mode is not fo likely to produce a ra- 
dical feparation from the pituitary membrarie as when 
‘the force is regularly direéted downward. When 
the polypus breaks off fhort from its roots, the at- 
tempt fhould be renewed, unlefs much hemorrhage » 
forbids; if fo, defer perfevering, and wait for a bet- 
c al | | ter 
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fer opportunity.’ Sometimes a profufe hemorrhage 
immediately follows. the feparation, but the vefiels 


foon retract; otherwife, it may be ftopped by dip- — 


ping doffils of lint in fome ftyptic tincture and pow- 


der, and‘paffing the fame up to the mouth of the — 


veflel: If 'néceffary, a. {mall cautery like a) thin 


Knitting needle; may be paffed’through a fine tube 


to the mouths of the bleeding: veffels, when high 
feated, and difficult to ftop.. The means -particu- 


larly mentioned in the hemorrhoidal difcharge may 


be more eafily and fafely employed: but haemor- 
rhage is moftly trifling fromthe truly benign poly- 

Cauftic, and actual cautery, have been formerly 
tifed, in order to deftroy the fuagous and-broad- 
bafed ‘polypus; but the attempt is in the prefent 


times entirely laid afide. In fome cafes, thefe pow- — 


erful means might furely be re-aflumed, if properly 
guarded, rather than fuffer the complaint to proceed 
without’a check. The lunar cauftic is moreima- 
hageable than-any other; and. it is well known that 
farcomatous tumours in the eye, and other tender 
parts of the body have been cured,. by catitious  per- 
feverance in that remedy, where the ufe of the knife 
was impracticable. th : siseer aerpon 
' The free ufe of-a folution of alum, or ardecoétion 
of oak bark might at firft: prevent the: growth of a 
polypus. Mr. Bell is of opinion that the mechanical 
preffure of’a proper fized’bougie, would in fome:in- 
{tances impede its growth, and in the very incipient 
ftate- entirely remove it. The fame: refpectable 
writer fays, that the celebrated Dr. Monro and 
others have lately adopted a mode of extirpating the 


polypus by ligature, which Monf. Levrette) prac- 


tifed fome years ago, ‘in the ‘removal ofia large ex- 
crefcence in the vagina: and we are told thatrit has 
proved fuccefsful, even where the tumour completely 
diftended the -noftril. » The polypus ofiginating: in 
the-pharynx, or extending itfelf-from the:back noftrils 


into | 
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into the fauces, is alfo faid to have been removed by . 
the fame means. he dion. 
_” Here follows the application of the ligature to the 
polypus which proceeds down the noftril; a piece of 
pliable filver wire of fufficient leneth to admit of a 
proper fized loop at one end of a filver tube provided 
for the: purpofe, and long ends at the other, is to 
be paffed in full circle, or, of neceffary width, up the 
noftril, as near to the root of the polypus as poffible, - 
by means of the tube or canula, through which it is 
paffed on one fide, and a probe with a flit at its end 
on the other. The loop being properly fixed, each 
end of the wire that is left out at the lower orifice of 
the tube, muft be drawn every day to a fuitable de- 
gree of tightnefs, and be kept fo, by being faftened 
toa fmall pin, which projects on each fide of the 
bottom part of the tube, in a hilt-like form. The 
tube may be paffed up the noftril with greater eafe, 
if it be conftructed rather more flat than round; fome 
‘recommend a double tube on this occafion, 
To apply the ligature to the polypus that falls 
into the throat, is much more difficult. The double 
extremity of a wire of fufficient length to admit. a 
proper fized loop at one end’ of the tube, and long 
ends at the other, is to be gently puthed through 
one of the noftrils, fo as to be perceived in the 
throat; the operator is then to introduce his fingers 
into the mouth, and open the double wide enough to 
encircle the neck of the tumour. | 
“When the wire is properly fixed, let it be kept fo 
- till the ends which hang out of the noftril are paffed 
through the double canula; which tube is then to be 
pufhed up alone’ the courfe of the wire, tillit reaches 
the root of the tumour. Whilft the upper part of 
the tube is thus‘held in its proper place, the two de- 
pending wires at its lower end muft be drawn fo 
tight, as to make the neceffary ftricture, and to be 
fattened round the’ bilt, as before directed. A tu- 
. rg mour 
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mour in the fauces of no {mall fize has been thus ex-. 
tirpated in a few days. | 


. oe. 


_ Ligature.is,-in many. inftances, the moft defirable _ 
mode of extirpating excré{cences, and often proves — 
fuccefsful in other parts of the body, more efpecially 
when the tumour has a narrow bafis: but the. poly- 
pus of the nofe, which moftly takes its rife from the 
membrane that is fpread over the lamine f{pongiole, 
is too deep feated to admit of pofitive eradication, 
by any other means than extraction; and fometimes 
a cure cannot be effected without the feparation of a 
bony lamina. 


FISTULA LACHRYMALIS. 


~ Descrrprion. The feat of this diforder is in the 
lachrymal fac, and nafal duct. It varies in its cir- 
cumftances according to the degree of obitrudction 
in the duct, the ftate of the, fac, or fubjacent bone, 
and the general habit. | ott | 
When the fac is free from difeafe, and the nafal 
duct is open, the natural mucus is limpid, {mall in 
_ quality, and paffes infenfibly into the nofe, together 
with the fluid fecreted from. the lachrymal gland, 
which paffes through the punc¢ta lachrymalia into the 
fac: but whenever the paflage through the. nafal 
duct 1s impeded, the mucus lodges in the fac, in- 
creafes in quantity, changes its colour and confiftency, 
_ and ts difcharged by the the punéta. This is the ge- 
~meral fource of the difeafe; and:except in bad 
habits, fcarce ever originates from, or proceeds to 
_an abfcefs or ulcer. . 
There are two ftates of this complaint, the imper- 
_-fect, and the perfect. The firft is a diftenfion of the 
fac, ahd return of the mucus through the puncta, 
as already deicribed.; the latter, or perfect ftate; is 
when the courfe of the difeafe, from inflammation, 
Or irritation of the fecreting gland, or membrane of 
| the 
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the fac, or a general affection of the habit, the dif- 
charge becomes purulent, awd from its acrid ftate, 

roduces inflammation in ‘the cellular membrane, 
and the fkin covering the tumour ; which fometimes 
fpreads to the eyelids, down the cheek,-and the fide 
of the nofe. 

» When the difeafed mucus ‘can no longer find a 
paflage through the puncta, the tumour is more and 
more diftended, repeated inflammation renders the 
part: covering the fac floughy; -and-the difcharge 
makes its way through a large opening inthe {kin, 
according as the _teguments are: more or _lefs dif- 
eafed. i | 
This ftate is GBmetines ateenited wri a caries of 
the fubjacent bones: but fuch a cafe very rarely hap- 
pens, except in venereal, or ftrumous- habits; and 
in the former, it is generally the confequenee of the 
ethmoid bone being in a difeafed ftate, therefore 
depends upon‘the cure of the conftitutional com- 
_plaint. Mr. Pott, who explained the: difeafe with 
the greatett precifion, has divided it into fone ftages, 
or ftates, 

‘The firftis, a fimple dilatation of the fac, and ob- 
Rrikcan of the duct, which upon preffure: difcharges 
clear, or ‘cloudy mucus, the fkin covering the fac 
being entire, ‘and free from inflammation. 

The fecond ftate is, when the tumour js grown 
larger, the fkin is inflanied, but entire, and the 
3 difeharge through | the puneta is of a pe 
colour. Hon 

The third ftate is, when the fkin over the tumour 
becomes floughy, and burfts, and the mucus which 
ufed to be-difcharged through the ‘puncta, makes its 
way through the opening in the oat the eae duce 
being thickened ry Ae 2h ) 
‘ The foarth tate’ is) ahiel the paflage into the 

nofe is totally loft, and the infide of the’ fac is either 
ulcerated, -or choaked up-with fungus; and in this 
sates the fubjacent bone is forietimes carious. 
| F3 CAUSES, 
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- Causes; This diforder, generally originates ina 
fimple obftruction, or gn inflammatory affection of . 
the nafal.duct;. The worft ftate principally hap- — 
pens in cachectic, {crofulous, and venereal habits, — 
_ Cure, The antients fuppofed this difeafe to be — 
always attended with callofity, and moft frequently — 
with caries; they. therefore thought the cure could 
not be complete, without removing the callofity, or 
laying the bone bare, ‘which was done by cauftic and © 
cautery. '. Not knowing therefore the true caufe and — 
feat of the diforder, allthey had in view was, to de- i 
{troy the callofity, and forward exfoliation: and — 
when by thefe means, an opening was made into the © 
nofe, a.cure was fometimes accidentally performed. | 
The prefent mode of cure is muchto be preferred, and | 
is perhaps as feldom known to fail. as the former wag — 
to fucceed. The principal intentions of the mos — 
dern mode of cure are, to open and preferve’ the 
natural paflage for the exit of the mucus and la ~ 
chrymal fluid, or to form an artificial one inits ftead. ~ 

In the firft flate, the aim is to recover the partsand 7 
paffage without making an incifion. The different 7 
attempts for that purpofe are, by introducing a fine © 
probe, through the fuperior punctum, the fac, and ~ 
duct, which is certainly practicable; but from the — 

ain it occafions, and the confequent inflammation, — 
can. be of little ufe: by. conftant compreffion, 
whether by bandage, or.the {crew inftrument, this 
can at belt.prevent only an accumulation from the q 
pallage through the puncta, and does not in the leaft 
contribute'to remove obftruction in the duct; or by, © 
means of. the, fyringe,. which, if judicioufly ufed in’ 
the regent ftate, whilft the mucus is perfectly clears 
may prove ferviceable; the trial, atleaft, can dono — 
harm: yet by the frequent ufe of a reftringent col- 
lyrium, and avoiding things which tend to irritate, — 
or ftimulate the membrane of the noftrils, and in- — 


create the lachrymal fecretion, the difeafe initsre- 
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eet ‘flate maybe Kept under for’ many Lele pers 
haps during life. © Th 

“In the fecond ftate; when the adjacent: par ts be- 
tome greatly fwelled ‘and: inflamed, and the ‘fkin jis 
likely to burft, it will be right to ‘make an incifion 
into the upper part’ of the fac ; taking: care to keep 
thé knife at a proper diftance from the juncture of 
the eyelids; and beginning the incifion jut above a 
line drawn even from that part towards the note, then 
continuing it ftrait downwards. >»: 

“After the incifion is made, the‘ fae muft be Robt 
moderately diftended with lint, ‘orprepared {punge; 
in order to learn the exact ftate of the.:fac and nafal 
duct. Sometimes it happens, ifithe fac be not dif 
eafed, and the obftruion in the duct be flight;: that 
after 4 frée difcharge for fome days, and the inflamma: 
tion’ from the- operation: is fubfided, a) fuperficial 
dréffing, ‘and’ moderate "preffure; willheal the fore, 
and the cure will be complete.) Indeed: it is not at 
all” improbable, that: thé common: treatment of this 
diforder after theopéening “has: beén.:made, fuchias 
crammine it ‘with linty- ‘applying. ‘efcharotics, and 
making too great ‘compreflion, too »often prevents 
the god" effedt, Tn the'ftate here deferibed, ic will 
always bé!worth’ while to uw this moze of prone 
a ‘fair trial. ‘ 

STF Ge fhiould Ae fnikeeds or tet third ait fhould 
occur, in which’ there is'not the leatt probability of 
iS being éffectuals ‘an’ attempt ‘fhould-be madeito 
render: the duct pervious, * by ‘pafting ‘a: probe, oa 
‘piece of Catgut, ‘or botigie, (as far-as-it will eafily: go, 
and occafionally repeating it, untilie can ‘be prefied 
through the paffage that leads from the fac’ into 
the: ‘noftrily Previous ‘to’ thislattempt, the upper 
part of the fac’ ‘{hobld be’ dilated: with a bic of :pre+ 
| eee fpunge,’ in pire’ to” ‘get more readily to gee 
uét SOF SY LOM 914. riot 
ae Ys paffage thes whi it fhould be Eligeily 
| Kepee open for'a’ Tengtlr of time, ‘withya piece ‘of icat- 
' P 4 gut, 
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gut, a‘fmall bougie, or a leaden probe; -now .and 
then injecting down into the noftril, a little of the 
myrrh folution, or lime-water foftened with honey 
of rofes. When the opening is well eftablifhed, the 
fore may be fuffered to contrast, fo.as to leave room 
only for the introduction of whatever is made choice 
of, for the purpofe of keeping it fo; and when the 
paflage has been long enough to preferve itfelf, the - 
tent may be withdrawn, and a fuperficial drefiing 
applied over the external orifice. Whilft. it, 1s 
cloféing, 4 moderate compreffion on. the fac. will 
prevent a frefh accumulation of matter, and. greatly 
affift the cure... A frefh collection, will fometimes 
form, ‘although the nafal duct’ remains. open ;) in 
which inftance, the procefs has been repeated with 
fuccefs. In all fuch cafes, a great deal depends. on 
the conftitution, and the ftate, of the. difeafed parts. . 
As the eye mutt be kept confined, whilft.the dreff, 
ings are applied for the purpofe of dilating the. fac, 
it wilh be neceflary, to keep the {kin as clean, ;and 
cool as poffible,; by: means of cooling. lotions, Gou, 
lard’s cerate, €c. and to renew the dreffing, as often 
as the difcharge renders itneceflary.. .. 9-3 40 os 
‘The laft: tates, or that in}which'the natural. paffage 
is fo difeafed .as to -be totally loft,.or in which the 
bones are carious, is only to be remedied by piercing 
through the os unguis, which lies under the fuperior 
and pofterior part of the fac, into,the nofe; and to 
render the perforation capable of affording a pafiag 
to the lachrymal fluid and mucus, after. rhcreashionl 
opening is healed... The curved trocar is the.moft 
proper inftrument for the purpofe; and care fhould 
be taken to make the opening through that part which © 
lies immediately behind the fac, and not to. thruft 
the trocar too: far-up the nofe, for fear of injuring 
the os fpongiofum;, rather to turn the point obliquely 
downward, from the angle of the eye to the infide, of” 


the nofés 80? flv? 
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~The difcharge of blood from, the noftril, and.of 
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_ airifrom the wound upon blowing the nofe, will be 
fufficient proof that the opening is made in a proper 
’ direction... A tent of lint fhould be introduced into 
the breach of the bone, bie enough to fill. it; and long 
enough to pafs into the cavity of the nofe: this 
fhouid be removed on: the third.or fourth day, and 
renewed daily until the fore is clean and granulated ; 
and to prevent the flefh from. clofing the perforated 
part, the end of the tent may be ‘moiftened with 
{mall fpirit of vitriol, or the part within the perfora- 
tion touched.once in two or three days wich lunar 
cauftic, well guarded at the end, witha quill...This . 
may be done: for fome time ;_ aus rewards. inftead of 
the lint tent, it-will be proper to ufe a bitof bougie, 
catgut, or a-leaden canula, of fufficient length, and 
_fize, to reach from the edge. of the. wound,..to the 
-infide of the nofe, and to fuffer the fore to contract 
round i. .The. longer the patient wears ‘this, . the 
more. perfeét. the opening; and. when proper. to be 
withdrawn, the fore may be ,dreffed fuperficially, 
_ and healed with moderate preffure. , 
_..When there, is no profpect of fucceeding by the 
flighter operations, M. Pellier’s practice is, to fix a 
en or canula, made of gold or lead, in the 
natural duct, or artificial opening into the nofe, and 
heal. over it; this tube has two circular projecting 
edges, one at the upper part, the other near the 
middle. This inftrument muft,.in fize and length, 
be. accurately adapted to the fac, and the. opening 
into the nofe, and be fteadily fixed there, by means 
of a perforating conductor, and a comprefior, inftru- 
ments well known to the inftrument makers in Lon- 
don, | 
- The wound he dire&ts to be. kept open with a 
dofil of foft lint, lightly fpread with an emollient 
ointment, for ten days, or a fortnight; obferving 
- daily. to inje&t fome milk and water “down into the 
noftril, through the canula. At the end of that 
term, ‘the fore: commonly looks clean, the difcharge 
is 
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is fo far diminifhed as to admit of wholly removing 
the doffil of lint, and the exterior opening is Hikelps 
to heal with little trouble, ey the application only ye 
court ig ot Om 


t 
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BLEEDING at the NOSE. 


ie he moft peabene caufe of fpontaneous hzemors 
Hide 5 isan inflammatory diathefis, and it is moftly 
produced by an irregular ftriQure in the vafcular 
fyftem: it generally. ‘breaks forth from veffels that 
are leaft confined, ‘fuch as thofe’ of the noftrils;. 
lunes, rectum, vagina, uterus, &c. © Perfons whofe 
vifcera are weak and obftructed, are. very fubject 
to this kind of hamorrhage; it is fometimes cris | 
tical, and originates from an acrid heated bile.) 9!) 

Bleeding at‘the nofe is commonly’ preceded by 
quicknefs of pulfe, beatings in the temporal arteries, 
heavinefS in the head, ‘fufhings, ‘and-a tingling heat 
in the noftrils. pA pe Hons of a relaxed:habit, thé: 
hemorrhage is moft frequent; arid it is moft copious | 
in-thin bilious : coftive habits. It is often reftraned | 
with difficulty, particularly during’ the hot months, 
in young vigorous conftitutions, or where the texturé 
of the blood is lool. It frequently proves falutary 
in the firft inftance, ‘but when profufe, Fequites to ‘be 
checked. 

For the relief of this complaint in plethoric habits ‘ 
it will be proper to draw fome blood from the arity, | 
and give a cooling purge or two, of Glauber’s falts 
difolved in a large portion of water; alfo to‘ad> 
minitter nitre in large dofes, and fuch like refrige-— 
rants. If it proceed from a loofe texture of blood, 
‘the bark and elixir of vitriol, tincture of rofes, ‘and 
a few drops of latdanum as a fedative, are moft pro> 

er. But the principal.concern which we have with 
this kind of hemorrhage is, to point out the dift 
‘ferent external applications employed in fuppreffing 
it vay violent, ‘and ‘threatening bad’ confequences. 
The 
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The firft {tep towards which is, the frequent ufe 
of thick compreffes, ‘dipped in cold vinegar and 
water, with, or without fal ammoniac, or nitre 
diffolved init, upon the forehead, napé'of the neck, 
and nofe, which have alfo been thought to anfwer - 
_ when applied ‘tothe fcrotum. Should thefe not have 

_the defired effect, vinegar, or a flight folution of 
blue vitrioP in infafion of rofes may be ‘{nuffed up 
the noftril; doffils of Jint may be applied, dipped in 
the ftyptic tincture, or the vinegar folution, and 
rolled in'a powder made with bole and an eighth part 
of blue vitriol, by thrufting the’ end of it up the nof- 
~ tril, fo as to bein contaét with the mouth of the 
bleeding ve fel, otherwife the blood will flow by the 
back noftril; and this may be’ more eafily effected 
by previoufly paffing a bougie through to the fauces, 
_ The following method is faid to have been effectual in 
very obftinate cafes. Tie a proper-fized doffil of lint 
to'one end of a piece of ftrong fewing filk well waxed, 
then introduce a piece of cateut up the bleeding 
noftril, through to the back part of the fauces; 
draw that end out of the mouth, and tie a knot in it, 
to which faften the other end of the waxed filk, then 
_ withdraw the catgut and filk by the noftril, till the 
doffilis fixed in the back part of it, after which fill 
_ the fore fioftril with lint; and the bleeding muft be 
ftopped.”’ The lint is not to be taken’ away for fe- 
 veral days; it will be right alfo to ufe the vinegar 
comprefits externally. 1 iis 

'' Tight ligatures, above the knees and elbows, are 
thought wfeful, by checking the return of blood from 
the extremities: the contrary is fometimes practifed 
with fuccefs, when the hemorrhage is thought to 
proceed from partial ftricture, by putting the feet 
and legs into warm. water, in order to relax the 
: {pafm, and invite a more equal circulation, — 


rd 
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OZANA, m 
Descaiption., This diforder is a foul and ma~, 
lignant ulceration of the’ pituitary membrane of the — 

nofe; it may be diftinguifhed from a common ulcera-, 
tion, by. its foetid ftench, and the carious ftate of the 
bones. It-extends itfelf into the finuffes of the cra- 
nium, and the upper jaw-bones, deftroys the feptum, 
and other bones of the nofe, and erodes its cartilage, 
greatly disfiguring the patient, and obftructing both, 
fpeech and refpiration. Oriel Be 
When. it happens in, or penetrates through the 
cavity of the upper jaw, called Antrum Highmoria. 
num, which is immediately over the molares, or 
erinders;, then it is termed Ozeua in Antro.. The 
matter, after being retained in that bony finus for 
fome time, renders that part carious, which lies con- 
tiguous to the fockets of the teeth, and forces: its 
way through. them, forming fcetid ulcers behind the. 
gums. se ee “hing 
‘Causes... It fometimes. proceeds. from an: inve- 
terate catarrh, which feldom. happens,. except in 
_cachectic habits. . It may alfo be occafioned, by in~ 
jury done to the nofe, particularly -if the patient 
labours under. feorbutic or. venereal taint. The 
malignant kind commonly originates from; orjis con= - 
nected with, les, or fcurvy. | of: aad Lenton 
Curr. This diforder is feldom. to. be\.cured, 
even In its mildeft itate, without having recourfe to 
internal. means, Mercurials,. and decoétion - of the 
woods, with the bark, are moft likely, to fucceed; 
except in the true fcurvy, when the bark and anti-. 
feptics, as directed under that head, are moft pro- | 
per, and mercurials would be highly injurious... The 
mott effectual external remedies are, injeGtions made 
with a mild folution of myrrh in barley water, or 
bark decoction, flightly ‘acidulated with fpirit of 
falt; a weak folution of corrofiye fublimate in water, 
aqua~ 
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aqua fapphirina; or camphorated vitriolic’ water, 


properly diluted; and in‘the-worft ftage, ‘fumigation 


with cinnabar, by itfelf, or.joined with the dry gums. 

In flighter ulcerations, and where fungus is apt to pre- 

vail, white cerate, with an eighth part of the’ reds 
precipitate, has proved efficacious. ‘ 

- When the diforder penetrates the antrum, extraét 


‘one or more teeth near'the part, and perforate the 
fockets, if neceflary, to give vent to the matter 


lodged in the finus. Cleanfe the part well with 
detergent injections, then ufe thofe of the aftringent 


and mercurial clafs, particularly a flight folution of 
fublimate, or of calomel, in’ weak lime water. 


When the complaint is produced from, or compli- 
cated with a cachectic, or vitiated habit, adminifter 
mternal medicines accordingly. . The cure cannot be 


regularly attempted till that is corrected, neither can 


it be complete, till the carious bones have been re- 
moved. A filver, or leaden canula, is fometimes 
neceflary to preferve the opening, and admit of a 


_ free difcharge. 


Worms have been difcharged from this finus; in 


_fach a cafe it will be proper to inject oil, or a flight 


« 


infufion of tobacco: and the perforation fhould be 
kept open for fome time. 

A large portion of'the maxillary bone, together 
with three teeth, has been known to feparate, 
from the lodemient of purulent matter in the’ antrum. 
A hard painful tumour firft appeared on the cheek, 


~ down the fide of the nofe, and in abour fix weeks, a 


loofe pappy fungus fprouted up on the outfide of the 
gum, juft above the firft molaris, from which oozed 
ayellowith matter; abfceffes repeatedly formed and 


-barft, and in about a year and a half, a part of the jaw- 
bone grew loofe, and was removed by incifion. Deter- 


gentinjections, and lint dipped in an aqueous folu- 
tion of myrrh and vitriol, were firft applied; after- 


wards, granulations beginning to form, dry lint was 


the principal dreffing,,now and; then. touching it 


with 
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with blue vitriol, on account of the flefh inclining to: 
be exuberant. The fore gradually filled up, and eT 
with very little deformity...The bark and elixir of © 
vitriol, were. liberally, adminiftered, from’ the pa<- 
tient’s relaxed fates: and apparent tendency to {cro- 
fula. 

Cancer in the No oes T his. difeafe generally. sites, 
iieah the alee nafi, or fides of the noftrils, in form of 
a flight tubercle, or pimple, fungus, or foaly cruft, 
producing induration and tumour, which in procefs. 
of time ulcerates. The furrounding fkin is of a 
dufky red colour, and the fore is either irregular or 
hard at the edges, or flatand creeping, according — 
to its irft form. For its treatment, vide cancer. 

Ulcers of the flat eroding kind, have been per- 
fectly cured by Plunket’s arfenical remedy; and in 
a cafe of this kind, where extirpation is likely to oc- 
cafion difagreable deformity, and the difeafe is 
flicht, the late Mr. Hunter recommended, as a 
radical cure, to touch the part flightly and A ome 
with lunar cauftic, and cicatrize. 


DISORDERS of Tut LP. 
THE HARE LIP. 


Description. This is: a: natural disfdce in thd 
upper lip, and is: thus called fromthe: divifion, oF 
fiffure therein, refembling the lip: of a hare. © In 
fome, the divifion is large, and a great part of the we 
appears to be defective, 

The fiffure is fingle, double, or complicated ; the 
fingle has one angular point, fomething like the 
Roman A reverted, except that the fides and points 
are not regular ; the double is more inclined to’ the 
form of the letter M ; the complicated is when either 
of the former ts attended with a divifion of the palate 
on each fide, in part, or extending ‘to the: back 

nottrils, 
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noftrils, 3 and -uvula, «in which’ cafe therlatbetqoften 
proves defectives tft 

. The fize: and irregularity: of he Gifiire is: inten 
- times fo great during infancy as to render the opera 
tion precarious. Yet it may bereafily performed in 
amore advanced age. If a tooth or two fhould’ 
gwltivardl project into: the flies extraction will be 
‘ neceflary. - | 

Cause.) WE hisi is one aft thot complaints whofe 
-caute i is toointricate to be’afcertained: 

+ €urge The cure is generally performed with the 
es future, if there be tegument enough, and the 
_divifion in the ‘roof of «the mouth: is:no objection to 
_ the operation; «it» ought,not,' however, to be un- 
_dertaken,: where there is no profpect of bringing the 
edges together, Itis to be managed after the follow 
ing manner: "> 

Firft feparate the freenulum iS the pum, with a 
fialpel, or a :pairof fharp-pointed fciflars, taking 
 eare not to wound the latter; theh cut off the edges 
of the fiffures: with the {ciffars, fo as to meet in a 
point beyond the upper part, on both fides, and 
bring the bleeding lips of the wound, as appo- 
fite, and clofe together as, poffible, after. which 
pafs: two. or more pins, one after the other,  ac- 
cording to) the length of the wound, at about 
half an inch from one outward edge Bee the fore; 
and carry them nearly to the. bottom of the ins 
terior edge; then thruft them im a parallel courfe 
onward, through the oppofite edge potteriorly,) and 
_ bring them out at an equal diftance anteriorly. The 
pins oughtialfo to be pafied in fuch number and or- 
der, as not to leave any:part of the wound gaping: 
_ Acrofs and. round each of; thefe pins, : twit a waxed 
thread or filk five or fixtimes, after the following 
form ©Q; and place apiece of fine rag or lint, un- 
der.each end of.thei.pins, to: aaa} injury.to/ the 
found sd of Hien et Swiss .bodiisicl nat 
Sas | A pledget 


fiers 


224 PRACTICAL SURGERY. 


. Apledgét: of lint dipped into a mixture of honey 
of rofes and traumatic balfam, is applied by fome, — 
between the infide of the lip and the teeth; butthere— 
is but little reafon for doing fo, except to prevent re~ 
union at the freenum. | RM SO.d ets | 
A piedget with honey of rofes,; may be alfo ap-— 
plied externally, to prevent injury from preffure. 
Bandage is thoughtimproper, till the pins have been — 
extracted, when that of the uniting kind will be abfo- 
lutely requifite. The pins are commonly made 
with filver, tipped with fteel points, the latter part 
of which, when pafied,. are to be fnipped off with a © 
pair of nail clippers. Ifmade of a flat form, a nar- 
row double-headed’ bandage may be :carried round 
the forehead, over the ears, acrofs the lip, without 
caufing any kind of injury by: preffure ; at the fame 
time it may be fo managed, with the affiftance of pro- 
per comprefies, as to keep the check forward, and 
co-operate with the pins. . The union is commonly 
fo firm atthe end of fix or eight days, as to ad- 
mit of the threads being divided, and the pins with- 
- drawn; at which time, a flit is to be made in:each 
part of the roller, through which its heads are to be 
reciprocally paffed, in order to form the. uniting 
bandage. . The double-hare-lip requires:two opera- 
tions, which fhould be performed, at leaft, fix 
weeks diftant from each other ; and the belly fhould 
be kept in proper order, both before and after. 
_ The union of the hare-lip has been formed without 
the ufe of the pins, by bringing the lower. part of 
the pared edges even together, with the interrupted 
future, an afliftant at the time preffing the cheeks 
forward with his hands, foas to bring the edges in 
contact; two plafter compreffes are then applied on 
each fide of the wound, and flips of adhefive plafter 
are fixed acrofs: a thick comprefs is allo placed on 
each cheek, which with the aid:ofithe bandage with 
flits, before defcribed, may be.made to ’keep the 
minha ts teguments 


\ 
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tégumients in a forward pofition, and to retain the raw 
edges in clofe contact. | | 
This mode of uniting the incifed edges, is fome- 


_ times to be effected without the interrupted fu- 


ture; but no method of treatment is equally certain 
with that in which the pins are employed. ; 


CANCERATED LIP, 


- Description. This complaint is either latent or 
ulcerated; the firft is an indurated, painful, difcou- 
loured tumour; the laftis when. that tumour changes 
to a fcetid fpreading ulcer, the. edges of which are 
turned in, and the furface of it has the appearance of 
a hard comprefied fungus: the ulceration fometimes 
begins with a crack, or a raw-headed pimple. If 
not timely checked or removed, it will extend icfelf 
over the glands of the mouth and fauces, cheek, 
chin, and neck; deftroying the furface of the parts, 

and producing a hard fcirrhous tumour around them, 
till ic either fuffocates the patient, or eats through 
_ fome deep-feated veffel; the haemorrhage from 

which foon puts an end to a miferable exiftence. 
_ «In this ftate of the diforder, the pain excited by 
the acrid corrofive rheum, which conftantly paffes 
over the ulcerated parts, and drains from the glands, 
together with the aa of the difcharge, are intoler- 
able. 

Causes. Its caufes are generally local, from 
biting or picking the lip, a blow, puncture, &c, 
fometimes it arifes from a pimple, or a warty tu- 
mour, forming a flight excrefcence, which feldom ~ 
_ proceeds to the fcirrhous or cancerous ftate, except 
in cachectic habits. 
~Curs. The curative intention is largely {pecified 
under the article Cancer. Excifion fhould not be 
neglected in its early ftage, and fhould be done with. 
the knife fo effectually as not to leave the leaft 
difeaied, or indurated part behind. The edges 

Ch. _ fhould 
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(hould be incifed in as, {trait a direétion as poffible; * 
and be brought clofe together and appofite to each» 
other, which may béeafily effeéted, by preffing the © 
lower part of each cheek forward: they are then to: 
be ftitched up with the twifted future, after the mane) 
ner of the hareslip, and treated accordingly, 9.) 8 
When the ulceration fpreads into the mouth and 
fauces, the patient fhould be frequently wafhing them 
with fome bland mucilaginous liquor, particularly 
before taking any thine. A fpoonful or two of the 
mucilage of ‘quince-feeds, held in the mouth and 
gradually fwallowed, allays the torturing heat; thin 
fluids rather ftimulate. | Lie ail 
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DISORDERS oF tux TONGUE, FAUCES, UVULA, &c.. 
CANCERATED CHEEK’ AND’ TONGUE.”! > |)” 

} a BR Bi st Nth gh 2 

A canéer is foretimes cenerated upon the fide of 
the cheek or tongue, from a’ felf-formed pimple, a 


bite, bruife, or pointed :tooth, ‘which fhould be — 
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timely filed, or extracted.’ Should it not foon yield _ 


to the remedies prefcribed ‘for. the cancer, the whole 
of the difeafed part, if practicable, fhould be extir- 
pated. | Sat MPSS Oat 

‘It will not-be' amifs in’ this’ place to mention a 
complaint which las frequently proved alarming,’ 
anid may in bad habits degenerate into fcirrhus, ahd 
cancer. ‘It is a thicknefs; ‘hardnefs, and’ ulceration 
of the tongue or cheek, from a fimple action, which 
many people have of nibbling and fqueezing thofe 
parts between the teeth. ‘Ina cafe of this kind, the) 
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© 


~ 


whole cheek’ and part of the upper lip became: ~ 


greatly thickened and indurated, and a jagged ‘ulcer 


formed on the injured part, which fpread itfelf tothe 


tonoue. - Much’ had been done without’ effect; at 


length it was neglected as: an incurable canker in the: — 


mauth : «but by fyringing the parts with .a mild fe-: 
pits 4. u 4 
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| gles ‘of aaiepthys in barley. water, ‘foftened with a 
little honey of rofés now and then flightly: touching 
‘he ulcerated iparts swith the: following: epithem, and 
vadminiftering a'cooling g purge or two, the tumour foon 
‘pana and ‘the ulcer J healed ior: sch. orl [iy sie 


+? eo 


i ams raumatic ‘Balfam’ ‘ond honey,” of leach one 
S) ““dram, fpirit of falt, five or ten drops, Mix. 
_ A {mall portion of” this spithen, is to be.ap- 
«plied now and then, upon the end of a a probe 


oF dkewer, | armed with rag, cotton, or lint. 


cid This ‘application | will check the - sprogrefs of the 
| wieer in sthe malignant: fore-threat? ithe quantity .of 

acitomuft: be eyes a to the ene oad or 

swiped at rh a ting sri ito t 


I STRICTURED FRAENULUM. 
palin 
The: ‘tonoue is seated cota’ dete to. he 
-bottom: of the mouth of infants, :fo.as not to give‘it 
' fufficient play to buckle:to. the nipple an fucking... If 
thectonguie can be put ouvof the mouth, the opera~ 
‘tion! will:be needlefs,:otherwife it: maybe fet: free:by 

‘ dividing: tthe bridle -only; with ‘the: {calpal or fciffars. 

_ The tongue is fometimes defective in its office, from 
@ particular thicknefs sand fhortnetsiin .ats make} in 
whichwecafe, the »franulum is more:an expanfé, of 
membrane: under: fuch reste than ons the sarees 

ean have no uflefuleffect..100.0 90. 

_ -~ Ranula and: Calculus. Aotumour or. vab (tbls fotindil 
fear the venz ranulares, »whichylies confpicuousun- 
derotheiforenpart of the tongue, is:called Ranwa. 
‘Lhe contents are ia tenacious lymph, purulent matter, 
or ftony concrete: it is fometimesi quick: of erowth, 
at other’times remains indolent, andis' moftly of ithe 
encyfted :kind. vA flefhyexcrefcencé. grows fome- 
times near this part, which if. not timely. removed, 
is apt toturn cancerous. An operation. near thefe 

parts requires great caution, to avoid wounding the 

GL eee Q2 adjacent 
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adjacent nerves, and falivary ducts, particularly in 
young children. The abfcefs fhould be opened 
tranfverfely, and when large, a part of the cyft fhould 
-be removed. In fome cafes, it may be as well to — 
wait till the fore breaks of itfelf; more efpecially 
when it lies deep under the middle of the tongue, — 
The ftony concrete fhews itfelf through the cyft, and 
‘may be let out by incifion. 

_ The moft proper applications afterwards are, 
‘honey of rofes alone, or mixed with traumatic bal- 
fam, barley water with gum myrrh, and honey of » 
‘rofes, mucilage of quince feed, and’ the like. In 
cafe of hemorrhage, the part may be repeatedly 
wafhed ‘with cold oxycrate, or alum diffolved in 
water: if profufe, a hot knitting needle, or fmall 
cautery properly guarded, may be applied to the 
mouths of the veflels; under certain circumftances, — 
{uch means become abfolutely neceffary. 

Ulcerated Palate. Ulcers fometimes happen on 
‘the roof of the mouth, and erode the adjacent 
‘bones, particularly thofe of the .palate and nofe: — 
the fpeech is much injured, and liquids flow back | 
unto the noftrils when the patient is drinking. They 
moftly proceed from {corbutic acrimony, or venereal 
taint, and require fuitable remedies. nae | 

Injections, gargles, and the balfamic epithem, as 
‘ordered for diforders of the tongue, are proper: the 
perforation into the nofe frequently remains open, 
and plates of gold or filver, have been fubftituted for 
the lofs of bone, with good effect, refpecting the 
voice. Flefhy tubercles and excrefcences, fometimes 
form on this part, and require to be timely removed 
by exeifion, for which a curved fcalpel, in fhape 
fomething like a pruning knife, has been found mott 
convenient. . Vide, Warner’s cafes in furgery. ve 

Tumepied and prolapfed Uvula.. Vhe Uvula is fome- 
times fo relaxed as to fall down upon the rootsiof the 
tongue, it is alfo fubject to fwell, and to be greatly 
elongated; all which complaints create a difagreable 
| fenfation 
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fenfation in the throat, as if fome morfe] was lodged 
‘there for deglutition, and excite a troublefome 
cough, and hawking, with a itricture in the throat, 
which feems to threaten fuffocation. In phlegmatic 
and debilitated habits, the velum palati frequently 
falls with it; in either ftate, deglutition and refpira- 
‘tion are obftructed, and the tone of voice is altered. . 
The uvula is fubject to ulceration, more particularly 
from a venereal caufe, and is alfo much affected, 
together with the neighbouring parts, in the malig- 
nant fore-throat. = | 

The tumour fometimes proceeds from a catarrhous 
affection, accompanied with heat, rednefs,’ and pain 
in the part irfelf, as well asin thofe parts which fur- 
round ut, which are to be relieved by bleeding, 
cooling gargles, diaphoretic and nitrous medicines, 
_laxatives, &c. Repeated complaints of this’ kind 
produce a thicknefs, and elongation of the part, and 
prevent a perfect recovery of its tone and fhape. 

Sometimes the uvula inclines towards the mouth, 
and is free from pain or inflammation; indeed, in- 
{tances have been known of its lying upon the tongue 
full‘two inches in length. When it is free from in- 
flammatory fymptoms, and continues fallen, af- 
tringent gargles with infufion of rofes, decoction of 
pomegranate bark, port wine, or claret, in which 
. ignited iron has been often quenched, anda moderate 
folution of alum in water, have proved effectual, 
A mixture of pepper and honey, applied to the 
relaxed parts, is a common remedy; and the bark 
with elixir of vitriol, or tincture of iteel, are proper 
internally. / 3 
_- Should'thefe remedies fail, and the uvula be con- 
ftantly, or at times, fo much elongated, as to im- 
pede refpiration, deglutition, or fpeech, a part of 
it muft be fhipped off with a pair of {ciffars, taking 
hold of it with forceps to prevent flipping. This ope- 
ration requires fome nicety and care, with regard to 
the portion which fhould be removed, fince taking 
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off too little, or too much, will fail of good effects 
Mr. Sharp advices all but half dn inch to be extir= 
pated, but perhaps, in fome cafes it may be going 
too far, with refpeét to the voice. The hemorrhage 
may moftly: be retrained, by carcling with» cold 
vinegar and water, a little iiptic pows der applied at 
the end of a fpoon, or even the actual cautery pro- 
perly guarded; if neceflary. When venereal taint, 
or the. malignant angina, are|:the caufes,, fuitable 
remedies fhould be adminiftered. 


‘When the uvula is only elongated, sale act may | 


be fafely performed; but, whea. it is much incréafed 
in bulk, the ligature is recommended, as, being mort 
fecure from haemorrhage. This. operation, whether 
performed by ligature,or abfciffion, requires to” have 
the mouth fixed open. Should ligature be chofen, 
it may be faftened upon the-part by the fingers; and 
be.tightened, with the aid of the tube mentioned uns 
der the-article polypus, by the. higament. and in- 
ftrument recommended ‘by: Mr. Chefelden for the 
removal of the indurated. and enlarged toni or — 
apasonee $ Ring: 7 “i 


= 


PISEASED GUMS, AND TEETH, 
Lancing the Gums. spr Gon mei pain, and 
are extremely. liable to conyulfions, from cutting the 


teeth. ‘The gums inflame and fwell, confequently 


grow too thick and tough to be pierced by. the, teeth 
without g great pain, andi irritation of the whole fyftem: 
in all” fuch cafes, a tranfverfe or crucial incifion, 
down to the tocth, 1s neceflary. Cutting or {carify- 
ing the gums, gives relief to rheumatic pain, which 
frequently affects them and the covering membrane 
of the jaw and fockets of the teeth. The. cums are 


fabjedt to little eroding, ulcers,.. and fponginel | 


which commonly.arife from. feorbutic, acrimony, or 


a collection of tartar,, as\it/is called; and are, to be 
Ye) remedied 
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remedied» by reftringent dentifrices, and the bark | 
seh antifeptics. 

@ Abfceffess and flefoy Excrefcences atch a on the 
gums; the abfcefs is generally attended with great 
pain, quickly fuppurates, and burtts; when deep- 
feated, they fhould be opened in due time to pre- 
vent caries in the fubjacent bone. Thefe fores are 
indifcriminately termed gum-boils, -though they 
fometimes originate in the periofteum and the fockets 
of the teeth. Emollient poultices applied external- 
ly, and roafted figs retained fometime oppofite ‘to 
the, part affected, will. forward maturation: in ‘the 
datter cafe, extraction of a tooth becomes neceffary. 
Excrefcences are to be treated according to the direc- 
tions already laid down for ranene of like nature 
in ‘alee parts. Sale | 


on THE: TEETH. 


The dntncs of lagkibie after ‘the key is too 
mut neglected by the regular-bred: furgeon in the 
country. In eyery metropolis throughout the more 
refined: parts of the world, we find it taken up as\a 
diftin& profeftion; and thofe gentlemen who follow 
it, are pretty well convinced of urs:ucility; but this 
employment cannot anfwer feparately in the more 
diffufed parts, on which account it:may» be. reafon- 
ably united with the furgical branch» ‘There can be 
no doubt that the furgeon who is well qualified in his 
profefion, may, ‘by a particular attention to the 
‘ftructure and difeafes of the teeth, foon become an 
expert dentift; at leaft, be fully sateen with 
the more neceffary parts of that branch.,;.It is there- 

fore. recommenced to every young furseon, to, ac- 
quaint himfelf with the. minutiz as well as the prac- 
tical part of it, previous to his leaving the hofpital. 

The moft hal books to be confulted upon, the 
occafion, are thofe written by Mr. John Hunter, 
and, Mr, Beardmore, which with a three weeks 


Q 4 courfe . 
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courfe of lectures, will be fufficient groundwork to 
proceed upon. ie 

The difficulties of the operative part, are eafily ta 
be conquered by practice, and the moft neceflary 
inftruments for that purpofe are, the fcalprum, to 
remove the tartareous cruft with, the rafp or file, to 
take off angular points, a gum lancet, and thofe for 
extracting teeth, a7 

Rational objeGtions are made to the frequent ufe 
of dentifrices, when compofed of hard fubftances, 
and mineral acids; notwithftanding which, ex- 
perience proves, that fuch remedies properly pre- 
pared, are extremely ufeful towards removing the 
tartar or difcolouration from the teeth, as well as 


Pi 


healing and conftringing the loofe ulcerated receding — 


eums. As foon as the cruft and blacknefs have 
been removed, thofe remedies fhould be only now 
and then repeated, to keep the teeth in-order, and 
give firmnefs to the gums. If the latter are much 
affected from a loofe crafis of blood, the bark ‘and 
other antifeptics muft be adminiftred internally. 

The following dentifrice is known to have reco- 
vered teeth that were extremely, loofe, difcoloured, 
and loaded with tartar, and fungous ulcerated gums” 
that were worn down and exceflively offenfive, 
without leaving the teeth fo tender as they generally 
are after {caling: . 


Armenian hole and cream of tartar, each half 
an ounce; powdered cinnamon, one dram, 
pure honey, two ounces, acid of vitriol, a 
fufficient quantity to give a flight acidity, 


Perfevering in the ufe of this dentifrice every 


ether day, has gradually produced all the good 
effects of fcaling: when a part of the tartar is re- 
moved, the mouth fhould be wafhed with warm 
water after each meal, and after the ufe of the den- 
| fifrice, Frequent ufe of the mallow root, or a little 

"water 
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water juft warm, will in fome cafes be fufficient to 
prevent future incruftation. 

_ Scaling the Teeth. When fcaling is required, the 
point of the {calprum, which is an inftrument made 
of {teel and fomewhat like a graver, is to be applied 
to the teeth, clofe to the edge of the gums, with a 
degree of preffure equal to feparating the yellow or 
blackith cruft, by picking it upwards; at which time 
the teeth when loofe, muft be fupported, by placing | 
the fingers of the other hand behind them; the point 
of the fcalprum may alfo be employed in lightly 
{craping the tooth, when care fhould be taken not to 
wound the gums. ant 

Hollow and decayed Teeth. When the tooth is cari- 
ous, it will give great pain, and tend to injure the 
neighbouring teeth; for which extraction is the beft 
remedy. With thofe who have not fufficient refolu- 
tion to undergo the operation, firft cleanfe the 
cavity, then fill ic up with wax, maftich, lead, or 
gold, or cauterize the interior part of it: both thefe 
means will fometimes preferve the tooth from foul- 
nefs, pain, and future decay. Oil of cloves and origa- 
num, or thebaic tincture dropped upon lint or cot- 
- ton, or about half a grain of opium placed in the 
hollow, will give temporary relief. Some apply a 
blifter behind the ear, or fubmit to boring the an~ 
- tthelix with a red-hot knitting-pin, or cauterizing 
the hollow part of the tooth, and apply emollient 
cataplafms externally. Leeches alfo are applied. 

The operation of extracting the tooth is much 
eafier to be learnt by obfervation and practice, than 
by written defcription, Various inftruments have 
been invented for that purpofe; the key witha deep 
fhoulder, and claws of different fizes, for the fide 
teeth, the pelican for thofe in front, and the punch 
for ftumps, are the inftruments moft in ule. | 


DISORDERS 
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Qt wi: { asteacomok Ld aro er 
DISORDERS OF THE. TONSILS. . t ¥ 


ead Top a If the ‘ahiaadaatins on. thefe 1 
parts, be fo great as‘to-threaten. fuffocation, or gan- © 
erene, no-one thing is fo likely ro give relief as fca-_ 
py Ps more efpeciaily i common means © 
have been ufed without) fuccefs.. Steaming, or dy- — 
ringing alfo with warm water and honey of roles, is is ji 
of great ufe. , The ifcarificator with a moveable point - 4 
and blade, anda lt pe guard, is moft’ convenient 4 
for the purpole. ere 

Abjcefs inthe Tonfi Is Ww hen the comiia pink to 
fuppuration, it fhould. be forwarded by repeated © 
application of the emollient poultice externally, and — 
—afuficient opening fhould be made as foon as'math § 
ter appears to be formed. J 

Vhe glands are fubjeét to grow labia: ley to. i 7 
san but feldom prove fcirrhous. If after the — 
ufe of aftringent gargles and an alterative courfe, they © 
fhould be fo. enlarged as to impede refpiration or 
deglutition, the only remedy is: extirpation. Cau — 
ftic, and the knife, were formerly employed for that / 
purpofe ; but the one is tedious, and ‘requires nice © 
management, and the other has been attended with ~ 
profufe, and even fatal haemorrhage : ligature Brags ‘ 
fore is fafeft. and beft., | | 

When the bafe of the ronfil is fmaller. tlm he 
front, the ligature may be paffed. round: it with the 
afiiftance of an eye probe, properly curved and 
fixed ina handle; if broad at the bafis, ic muft be 
perforated at the bottom part, by the needle with an 
oe at. the end, as invented and direéted. by: Mi, 

Chefelden, armed with two proper fized ligatures, | 
one,end’of-each:to be drawn out: of the needle’s 
eye on its further fide, by means of a hook... ‘Phe 
needle being bereft of its threads and withdrawn, 
and the ends all brought together on the outfide ot 4 
the mouth, the ligatures, each with its fellow end, 


ig , are 
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are to bé tikd> ftrait; one at-a: time, with the-aid of an 
_inftrument contrived. by. that.eminent furgeon, for 
the purpole of flipping the knot up to the part where 
it) is to be faftehed: »which is done, by paffing ‘the 
vend of the ligature, held out of the mouth from the: 
» firit, through the circular:hole, ‘or ring at: its/end, 
and carrying the inftrument along the ligature near 
to its middie part: the ftring ‘is then to be thrutt by 
» «it, beyend the tonfil, and cheld--in: firm ‘refiftance - 
with one hand, whilft the:other retains. and draws ir 
onthe outfide of the mouth. The double hgature 
muft be drawn forwards and divided properly; fo that 
one part be:tied above the tonfil, the other below it, 
making a double knot to each, and cutting the re- 
mainder off pretty near to it. The feparation com- 
monly takes place in three or four days, unlefs the 
ligatures. get loofe, if fo the riceattoe orion) be’ fé-- 
peated. » 

The method cecbninrendéd for the extirpation 
“of polypous excrefcences in the throat, is faid‘to 
shave fucceeded, where the» tonfils required removal, 
The double tube ufed on the occafion, is ordered to 
Re Proptily: buinyiest towards its: upper end. 


| i : bona IN THE NECK a) ano THROAT, 


TUMOURS IN Pomp NECK. 


Bick complaints frequently affect this ‘patty re 
differ much in their nature and quality, being either 
 ftrumous, encyfted, or fcirrhous. 

The ftrumous, or {crofulous tumour “is moftly 
feated about the lower jaw and the parotid, or fa- 
_ jivary elands; and fometimes turns fcirrhous, but 
_ more commonly tends to. fuppuration, or refolution. 

The encyfted tumour is formed in the cellular 

and. adipofe membrane, either immediately under 

: the vesan von im the. erties of the mufcles. Ie 4 ‘ 
: ; ten wy 


“i 


‘y 


a 
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tenfé or foft, round or irregular, and fometimes ; 


‘deep-feated and extenfive, visusenreand that of the a 


iteatomatous kind. 

The fcirrhous tumour is generally feated in the 
courfe of the lymphatics, and clofe to the jugular — 
vein; is detached from the mufcles or fkin, movea- | 
ble, and without pain.  Swellings of this kind, 
which adhered to the vein ittfelf, have been fuccefs- 
fully diffected away, but fuch operations require the — 
greateft fkill, fteadinefs, and dexterity. 

The feirrhous tumour, which is of a ftony hard- 
nefs, round or oval, with a jagged edge, or irregu- 
Jar protuberances, and attended with darting cutting 
pains, is very likely to degenerate into cancer, | 
which difeafe commonly makes a rapid progrefs in 
thefe parts. 

All thefe tumours are to be treated as direéted 
under their general heads, according to their dif- 
ferent ftates. Great care and circum{peétion are 
required in extirpating them, on account of the 
numerous and large branches of arteries which are 
irregularly {cattered about the neck, particularly 
thofe fwellings that are deep-feated. It will there- 
fore be prudent, in fuch a hazardous fituation, to 
leave a part of the tumour untouched, which will 
frequently digeft away, or may fometimes be fafely 
deftroyed by 2 means of flight and frequent applica- 
tions of the lunar cauftic.. When tumours of this 
kind are almoft entirely removed, the wound “may 


‘be healed by adhefion. 


We are told of deep-feated veffels being wound- 
ed, and that the hemorrhage has been fappreffed 
with a body of lint and ftyptics, together with thick 
comprefs, and conftant preffure with the hand, for 
feveral nights and days, where the tenaculum, or 
needle and ligature, could not be effeé Cually ufed : 


but truftine to fuch means, when the hemorrhage 
is profule, is exceedingly dangerous, both to the 


credit of the operator, and what is of much greater 
| concern, 
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concern, the very life of his patient.) Thé:diftrefs 
~of doth parties might perhaps be prevented,. by 
_ making the divifion of the teguments fufficiently 
extenfive to afford room to get at the veffels, and 
- fecure them “by ligature... Yet» the deeper feared 
wounds in the neck are certainly cafes of difficulty 
- and danger; and when the injured veffel is fo hidden 
and dangeroufly fituated as. to prevent the ufe of the 
needle and ligature, the beft fubftitute is the fpunge; 
‘to be applied after the manner already defcribed 
under the article Complicated Wound; affifted by a 
regular fucceffion of comprefies, bandage, and con- 
ftant preffure with the hand, if bandage cannot be 
made fufficiently tight. 

Should the falivary ducts be divided in extirpat- 
ing a tumour formed in the cheek, or near the jaw, 
lint, or comprefs dry, or moiftened with an aftrin- 
gent lotion, together with proper bandage, will 
fometimes be fufficient towards reftraining the fali- 
vary difcharge, and healing the part; otherwife it 
may be neceflary to perforate the fore into the 
mouth. For the after-treatment, fee each kind of 
_ tumour under its proper denomination, and Scirrhous 

Breaft. 
EP piea: WRY NECK. 


-.. Some furprizing inftances are related by one or 

two German authors, of young people who were 
afflicted with this complaint from their birth, being 
cured of it at different ages-; notwithftanding which 
the operation is feldom performed. 

The diftortion may proceed from accident by 
burn or fcald, from fpafimodic or rheumatic affec- 
tion, from weaknefs in the oppofite mufcles, and 
defluxion ; or may exift from. birth. When the 
latter is the cafe, all the mufcles muft be inevitably 
affected, and the vertebre generally partake of the 
diftortion ; on which account, it will be impoffible 
to reftore the head to its natural. pofition. , Wines 
, credit 


ik 
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credit then ovght to |be given 'to contrary’ accounts? \ 
Mr. Sharpe, and other ‘eminent men, declined the * 
operation, ni ei where the sera mufele a \ 
_ was ee rats Lora :. 


"i 
L) 


evacuants, faith nth RO Wk eer arivadliereed ‘pplon . 
tions, will prove’ effective. If from fpafmodic or — 
rheumatic affection; thebaic tinéture, with antimot © 
nial or) ipecacuanha»wine, oor volatile» tincture of B, 
guaiacum, are the moft proper remedies; the vola+ ~ 
- tile>foap, . liniment.. with: daudanum, nee nei like; 
may be ufeful externally. ) : a 
Should it originate from irriegihlele cicatrix “after . 
burn or fcald, or any other accident affecting the 
tecuments, the contracted parts muft be ireleafed ‘by 
tranfverfe incifions,’ cautioufly ‘madey; for fear’ of : 
wounding the jugular vein. * % 
When it proceeds froma cdnivdiion ‘ole mn saa 3 
roid mufcle only, ‘the! operation is: likely ‘to: be ata ; 
tended ‘with fuccefs, sand’may be donévafter:thevfols : 
: 

j 

: 


mi 


BY: 


lowing manner ‘with the crooked» fcalpel, .or the 
inftrument contrived for that puspgic called a: agi 
razor. 

The patient being placed-on a table in the moft am 
convenient pofture, make a tranfverfe incifion 
through the integumients, tather beyond the breadth — : 
of the mufcle, withthe fcalpél,:and diftant: about i 
oné third of the length of the mufcle from the clas 
vicle; then pafs the probe razor clofe under the 
mufcle, and carry it outwards and upwards'on thé 
oppofite fide, fo as totally to ‘divide the mufcle, 
which, by proper management, maybe done? with- 
out injuring any confiderable veffél, ~The: wound 
muft be filled up with dry linty the edges “kept 
dfunder, and the ‘head fixed uprieht. | Some advife 
the dividing bandage ; but the principal thing necefs 
fary, 1s to Keep the ‘head ‘fixed in: an erect pofture, 
ss may be “— moft compleatly. by means ofa 

curved 


~ 
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‘curved plate of iron fixed at eachvend of a> long ifi=) 
termediate ftem, which laf mutt be fufficiently.bent’ 
forward towards the upper ‘¢urved: ‘tranfverfe plate, 
forthe more. eafy lodgement of the néck: the:ins’ 
ferior tranfverfe plate “ought tobe proportionately _ 
“curved, and fhould be made to reach. along the collar’ 
bone, to-the point at each end, where it ane pa | 
proaches the fhoulder. ! | ; 
Dr. Hunter advifed rib the incifioh rat: Hi 
lower:part'of the mufcle, ‘on account of the: cellular 
membrane being lefs in orp near that (party 


» , - - & tA 


BRONCHOCELE. : POF 


Gee aacran Writers, both ancient Siaraaedl danck 
have been,much miftaken with refpect to!the; nature} 
and feat of this:tumour,; having differently, ‘cons 
fidered it, «as. being encyfted, adipofes: eneurifmal, 
and. ftrumous ; their treatment: of it alfo|;has been; 
equally, erroneous... Mr. Wilmer, in» shis»difefuls 
_ book of cafes, phaviuag aig: confuted their, wague 
opinionss: «10 Hahily 

This, diferddr! ai “its jt in the ‘thyroid gland; 
and principally fhews itfelf at ithe anterior and lateral: 
_ partiof the: ‘neck. It. is fometimes foit and move-; 
able, at other times hard:and simmoveable; increaf- 
ing® to».an,/enormous fize, and ipreffing | fo fereibly 
againft the: veffels\and nerves of the ‘neck, as to 
occafion.a kind, of ftupidity; which compteffion 1s 
alfo the caulfe of a throbbing pulfe inthe cdrotids, 
that gives it the fufpicious type of an aneurifm. 
The bronchocele is fometimes accompanied with 
ftrumous affection of the neighbouring glands, but 
is fuppofed: to be entirely independent of fuch ob- 
{tructions. | It ‘is certainly endemial in fometcoun- 
tries,’ more particularly thofe that are: mountainous : 
for inftance, it is fo frequent in Derbyfhire asito 
acquire the titlevofithe Derby. Neck; and the inhabi- 
Rapes ‘of the Alps and -ticaibinaia are particularly: _ 
Phe: : je 
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je& to it, with whom it has the appellation of Y 


Geitre. | | 


Cavuszs. Some peculiarities in the air, foil, and — 
waters, have been confidered as caufes of its being © 


endemic ; lifting heavy weights, and great ftrefs on — 


- — Ja 


the parts, have alfo been fuppofed to produce this — 
diforder; but vain is conjecture, till the ufe of the — 


thyroid gland is: better underftood. 


From the nature and fituation of the thyroid gland, — 
particularly in its enlarged ftate, when the fize of — 
its veffels are greatly encreafed, little can be faid © 


in favour of extirpation. We are informed by re- 


fpeétable authority, that fuch attempts with the 


knife have been attended with dangerous, and even 
fatal hemorrhage ; and from its nature and extent 


in the morbid {tate, a radical cure is hardly to be ; 


expected from cither ligature or cauftic. 


Internal means alone then are chiefly depended — 


upon in this extraordinary complaint: prefuming 


therefore upon the philanthropic with of the worthy — 


gentleman before-mentioned, who has ingenuoufly — 


difclofed the mode of cure; which from lucrative 


motives had been fo long concealed by others; the — 


author has taken the liberty to tranfcribe the two — 


receipts, the remarks refpecting the equality of their 
“powers, the particular injunctions in adminiftering 
them, and the circumftances under which they are, 


or are not, likely to fucceed. At the fame time, — 


he has fubjoined a procefs which was perfeétly fuc- 
cefsful’in a tumour of the fame kind, — | 


NuMBER I, 


** "The day after the moon hath been in the full, 


** the patient is to take a vomit; on the fucceeding 
“< day, a purge is to be adminiftered. On the third 
** night, going to bed, one of the boluffes is to be 
** placed in the mouth, under the tongue, and be- 
“‘ ing fuffered to diffolve gradually, is to be fwal- 


« lowed. _ 
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lowed. This bole is to be ‘repeated the fix fucs 

« ceeding nights. tah 

“i _* Calcined fpunge, cork calcined, and pumice 

_*""« ftone burnt, of each ten grains ; to be fepa- 

© *€ rately powdered, and made into a bole with 
— fyrup, honey, or mucilage. | 


- 
a 


“On each of .the feven days that the patient 
** takes this bole, . the, following powder is to be 
-adminiftered, in the forenoon, in a proper ve- 
$s hiele.-io. , at borh henry 

' Chamomile flowers, gentian root, ‘and the 

~ “tops of the leffer centaury, of each, in 
: © powder, five grains. — Sahl "4 
.§§On the eighth day. the purge is to be repeated’; 
in the wane of the fucceeding moon, the fame 
‘* pracefs is\to be entered into, and repeated a third 
“ time, unlefs, the difeafe.is cured before. The 
vomit is only to. be, taken before the firft courfe 
Ptielimediginess. noid ovr eiir radio Hots 3 


> 


er th OY ova ‘NuMBER II. wart 


meri 7 Calcined {punge half p dram, and honey a 
_ >. fuficient.guantity to, make a bole. 


THE PREPARATION, - 


© Tie the fpunge up hard with wet packthread, 
“© and calcine it in a crucible. 


« Thefe boles.are to be ufed as thofe of the 
‘* former receipts. The bitter powders are to be 
“taken, and the fame directions, with regard to 
“- evacuation, obferved in every refpeét as No. I. 
*¢ A very eminent furgeon who hath had many op- 
‘* portunities of feeing the good effects of both thefe 
© preparations, affures me, that either of them will 
*« fucceed with more certainty, if the patient takes 
eae | | “ a purge 
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«>a purge and vomit during the increafe. of the 
« moon. Some parts of thefe direétions’ feem »to 
«* bear. the character, of empiricifm ; but where no 


« harm can poflibly arife from, nor any inconve-" 
“ nience follow their ufe, it is to be withed, that 
“ thofe who think proper to give either of the pre- 


“ ceeding methods a trial, will do it in the manner 
pis, recommended. It feems highly probable that the 
“ chief virtue of the bole confifts in the fpunge. 


«The calcined fpunge for either of our prepara~ 


“* tions, is carefully powdered in a glafs, or- marble 


‘mortar ;-1f.a brafs one is ufed, the. falts of the 
“« fpunge may attract fo much, of the metal as to 
“« give it an emetic property... 


If the bronchocele is not very large, hacds or 
“of long date; if the patient is a female,° young, — 


“or not aft thirty, I believe it will give’ way: to 
“ the treatment juft deferibed; but if the patient is 


«aman, or of either fex? paft the meridian of life, 


‘I fear, that in dire&t oppofition® to the Coventry, — 


“or any other receipt, the bronchocele will ftill - 


** remain one of the opprobria medicorum.”’ 


An obftinate fwelling ofsthis kind, of five year’s — 


; 
] 


ftanding, in a young woman about twenty years of — 


age, was a few years fince removed by perfevering 
about feven weeks in the following remedy; fhe 


rubbed a‘fcruple of {trong mercurial ointment into — 


the part every other ‘night,’“and took a proper 


purge, with jalap corrected with ginger, once in — 


fix days. 


of rhubarb three grains. Mik: : el BES. 


vy? 


‘This powder was taken every: morning, and even 


Calcined fpunge, half a deans powdered re root — 


ing, inacup of cheefe whey, except thofe ie om ‘ 


which the purging powder was taken. 


TRA 
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TRACHOTOMY: 


Or what is erroneoufly called Bronchotomy,. is 


_ &’n operation which is very feldom ventured upon in 


this country, yet abfolutely neceffary, in certain eafes 
_ that threaten fuffocation.. A few German and French 


{urgeons are faid to have performed it with fuccefs. 


_ Heifter tells us, that by this operation, he happily 
_extracted.a piece of boiled mufhroom from the 


larynx of a perfon who was in immediate danger of 


fuffocation ; but. forgetting his ufual candour, he 


too rafhly condemns thofe who decline performing 


the operation, and. too boldly pronounces. it fafe, 


eafy, and falutary. . | | 
The principal occafions on which it. is recom- 
mended.are, when any hard body is. firmly fixed in 


the trachea, or in the upper part of, the cefophagus, 


_ and threatens immediate fuffocation; or,,in order 


_to inflate the lungs of a perfon néarly fuffocated by 


4, 


conftriction of ‘the glottis, or fuperior part of the 
larynx, particularly from drowning ;. obferving to 


top the noftrils, and forcibly. blow breath into the 


lungs through the orifice 5 or, when indurated {wel- 
lings obftruct the fauces, which can neither be 


‘brought to fuppuration, nor difperfed. In cafes that 
will admit of deliberation, it would be prudent to_ 


‘confult with fome perfon fkilled in the profeffion, 
before the bufinefs is determined upon. The opera- 
tion may be performed as follows : 

The patient being placed conveniently on a table, 
and properly fecured with his head leaning back, a 


- longitudinal incifion is to be made in front through 


the teguments, a little below the thyroid cartilage, 
and an inch or more in extent downwards: the 
mufcles being feparated, and the bleeding ftopped 
by tenaculum and ligature, if neceflary, the edges 
are to be drawn afunder, and a tranfverfe incifion is 
to be made cautioufly with a lancet or fcalpel, be- 
; \) Re g tween 
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tween the cartilacinous rings, into which a. filver — 
canula fhould be “introduced of about an- inch in © 


length, and made rather depreffed and curved, 


which is to be paffed through three or four bits of | 
thin linen rag, ready perforated in. the middle, on — 
which the rim of the canula is to reft; and which — 


pieces may be occafionally cut away in cafe the 
part fhould fwell; being intended for no other pur- 
pofe than keeping the canula at nearly the fame 
depth in the trachea. A double canula, well fitted, 


is preferable to the fingle one, as it is very apt.to — 
be filled with mucus, and does ‘not fo readily admit — 
of being o¢cafionally cleanfed and replaced. When — 
the part has been kept open a fufficient ‘time ‘to — 
anfwer the intent, the canula may be withdrawn. | 


The orifice will foon heal with fuperficial dreffing, 
as mentioned in the eure of wounds of this part. 


3 


A more réady and eafy method may anfwér the — 


purpofe as well, by paffing a triangular or flat trocar ~ 


with a canula of proper fize, and limited to a 


proper length, into the middle of the tfachea, be- 


y 
+ 


tween the rings, without previous incifion. -A piece — 


of fine muflin is recommended to be placed over 
the external orifice of the ecanula, to prevent duft 
Setting in. 


f 


OBSTRUCTIONS IN FHE G:SOPHAGUS. 


ft often happens that folid food, or fome other 


i ibeinice, makes a lodgement in the cefophacus, OF | 
gullet; the mode of removing which will depend 


( 


upon its nature and fituation. Hf the fubftance. be | | 


near the fauces, it may be ‘extracted ; if deeper it 
the gullet, it muft be pufhed downwards. 


When the fubftance is hard and pointed, its re= 


moval has been effected by forcibly fwallowing a 
draught ‘of fome liquid, ora cruft of bready after it 
had been well chewed: repeated ftrokes with the 


ss between the fhoulders, and preffure of the 


5- | throat 
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throat below the obftructed part, have alfo proved 

effectual. Should thefe means fail; it may be thruft 

down with the probang, an inftrument made with 

a long piece of whalebone, and tipped with fpunge, 
or by a fmall wax candle made pliable, : 

Bifh, and other bones, needles, and fuch-like 
fubftances, have been removed after the fame man- 
ner; but provided refpiration and deglutition are 
not dangeroufly impeded, it will be more prudent 
to let them remain in the pafface, than try to force 
‘them downwards, for fear of ftriking them deeper, 
and doing greater injury: befides, the extraneous 
body has a chance of being fet free by partial diffolu-- 
tion, or fuppuration in the part where it lodges. 

In defperate cafes, when -fuffocation is likely to 
enfue, cefophagotomy is recommended. Two cafes 
are. mentioned in the Paris: Memoirs wherein. it 
proved fuccefsful. This operation may be, per- 
_ formed by making an incifion near the obftruction, 
_about two inches in length, through the cutis and 
_¢ellular membrane, clofe to the trachea; then hold- 
ing the mufcles and thyroid gland on one fide, whilft 
the trachea is drawn to the other, fo that the gullet 
may be feen and the fubftance felt, a longitudinal 
incifion of fit fize is to be’ made into the part near 
it, and the morfel is to’ be extracted with pliers, or 

dmall forceps.. The wound fhould be treated after 
the method already defcribed, and nutriment for 
fome time muft be given by elyfter, afterwards, thin 
nutritious diet in {mall quantities by the mouth. 
- The bufinefs of cefophagotomy is one of thofe 
poffible operations, which, from the future eventful 
procefs, promifes little fecurity to the patient, and 
fate) great credit to the furgeon, 


te ai | Ff sik 
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PARACENTESIS, 
) 


By which word is meant a perforation into either — 
of the cavities for the difcharge of water, blood, air, — 


or matter. 


The general effects of either of thefe fluids being — 
collected in the cheft, are, great difficulty in breaths. 
ing, a fenfe of weight and fulnefs in the thorax, a - 
- feeble and irregular pulfe, incapability of lying upon 
the unaffected fide, together with reftleffnefs and — 
interrupted fleeps. There are alfo certain fymptoms 
annexed to each of thefe complaints, by which they — 


may be eafily diftinguifhed from each other, and be 
more -clearly afcertained, 
. Water in the Chef. This complaint may be ge- 


neral or local, on one fide or on both ;. and-takes © 
its rife from a morbid increafe of exhaled lymph, 


It has fometimes its particular lodgement in the 


duplicature of the mediaftinum, and in the peri- 


cardium. 


The fymptoms which are peculiar to 'the hydrops — 


thoracis, are, a fenfe of water undulating in. the 
cheft from fudden jerks, or rifing quickly from a 
horizontal pofture; motion of the fluid is alfo to 


Ca ee oe ee ee eee ee 


be perceived by holding one hand: flat againft one ~ 
fide of the cheft, and ftriking the oppofite fide with — 
the other; a dry cough, a quick weak opprefied — 
- pulfe, palpitation, a fmall difcharge of urine, and a 
fudden revulfion or difperfion of iwelling in the legs” 


or feet. Ta 
When the mediaftinum is particularly affected, 


the patient feels a weight at the fternum; which 


obliges him ‘to ftoop forward when he ftands up, or 
walks. If the pericardium only be affected, the ‘3 
ee r | opprefive _ 


PRACTICAL’ SURGERY: 249 


eppreffive feel is: more in the “middle and Jeft fide 
of the cheft, and an undulatory motion is faid to be 
perceived at each ftroke of the heart.) | 
- When thefe marks appear, attended with the 
general fymptoms in violent degree, the operation 
is thought to be neceffary; but this bufinefs is not 
always fo clear as to..be free from: miftake ; it is 
therefore neceffary tovattend’ to the nature of the 
habit. If anafarcous, the diforder in the ‘cheft is 
moft, likely to be relieved by punctures in’ the 
ankles, or a fmall blifter in the thigh ; if compli- 
cated with afcites, the operation can be: of little or 
no ufe; in fact, it ought not to be performed unlefs 
the: fluid is confined to the cheft..\' Before the opera- 
tion is concluded upon, the ftrength of the patient 
fhould be duly confidered,.for! in weak habits; and 
where the quantity of fluid collected» is great, it 
would be better not to-draw off the whole at once.” 
When the exiftence of the water is: afcertained, 
-and the »perforation is neceffarily determined upon, 
it is always fafer to perform it cautioufly with 
the fcalpel, than with the: trocar, from a) probability 
of the lungs adhering to the pleura. It fhould be 
done after the following manner: 
The patient being conveniently feated, or laid on 
a bed in a horizontal pofture, an incifion, not lefs 
than two inches in length, is to be made in the 
-courfe of the ribs, through the integuments, between 
the fixth and feventh rib, neareft to the fuperior 
-edge of the lower rib, for fear of wounding the in- 
tereoftal'artery, which generally lies in a croove at 
the lower edge of the fuperior rib; then gradually 
_ fhortening the wound, and diffeCting through the 
intercoftal mufcles, down to the pleura, cautioufly 
divide that membrane about an inch in length, and 
as: foon as the water rufhes out, introduce a fhort: 
filver canula, which may be clofed occafionally. 
If an adhefion appears at the opening, and no 
fluid. paffes, another may be made nearer to the 
DAR a fternum, 
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fternum, or a tib or two ‘higher, or lower. Some — 


judicious practitioners have directed the fkin to be 
retracted upwards by an affiftant, previous to mak- 
ing the incifion, and to be returned over the’ divi- 
fion of the pleura, after the exit of the fluid, in order 
to prevent the entrance of the external air into the 
cavity, This precaution having been neglected in 


feveral inftances of the empyema without inconve- — 


nience, fhews it to be unneceffary when one fide of © 


the cheft only is concerned; perhaps this provifion 
may be more, neceflary where perforation’ is to be 
made on both fides. | | , 
The whole of the fluid may be drained off by 
placing the patient in a horizontal pofture, and 


making the opening in the moft depending. part. © 


The operation being finifhed, a pledget 1s to be ap- 
plied over the wound, with a foft comprefs, and re- 


tentive bandage; internal medicines, as on other - 


like oceafions, 

It has. been recommended to perforate the peri- 
cardium with the trocar, and to trepan the fternum 
in. order to pafs that inftrument into the mediaftinum, 
when water is lodged in either of thofe parts. ‘The 
firft of thefe operations is too bold a pufh to be 
made without abfolute authority ; the laft might be 
done with fafety; but ftands in need of the moft 
pofitive evidence that the fluid exifts in the part, 
before it is put in practice... The operation of para- 
centefis is not therefore likely to be rafhly attempted 
for the hydrops pericardii, and mediaftini. mar 

Blood in the Cheft. (n this cafe the general fymp- 


toms are more oppreflive than in the preceding, — 


and the indications are more overt, part of the blood 


being thrown up by coughing. The :caufes are, 


wounds, bruifes, fractures in the bones of the thorax; 
erofions, and ruptures of the vefiels from violent 
exertion, @&¢. 5° - | | pet 
If the colle&tion be great from an external wound, 
the opening fhould be enlarged, provided the vital 
| : re: Be | ~ funétions 


~ 


. 
a ee 
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_ functions be greatly impeded... Mr. Sharp, and 
other eminent men in the -profeffion, have’ advifed 
- waiting forthe blood to be abforbed, and coughed 
up. Heifter, and others, recommend an opening 
to be made as before direGted,and tepid-water to 
be warily injected, in order to dilute the coagulated 
eli icy eis F.., i | | | 

Should a ruptured or injured artery of fome fize_ 
be the caufe of the collection, and the action of the ~ 
lunes and ‘heart be vehemently obftructed, fo as to 
endanger the patient’s life,.i~is not likely that any ' 
kind of operation would fucceed; and in lefs mo- 
mentous “cafes, the vital, funétions may not be fo 
far impaired as to prevent the falutary effects of 
_ bleeding, medicines, ‘reft, and regimen, or fet afide 
the more refpectable efforts of nature. —Vide Wounds 
in the Cheft. | : 

Air in the Chef. When air paffes from the lungs into 
either of the cavities, it foon proceeds to an alarm- 
_ ang height. This collection may originate from in- 
jury done to the membrane which invefts the lungs, 
by violent exertion, erofion, or fractured bones of 
_ the thorax, which laft:is the moft. frequent. caufe ; 
the air collecting in fuch quantity as to deftroy re- 
fpiration, and the pulfation of ‘the heart ; fometimes 
forcing its way into the: cellular membrane, and dif- 
 fafine itfelf all over the body .». This emphyfematous 
{welling is known from any other kind by a crackling | 
and elaftic feel, wpon friction or preffure.> - 

In fuch a cafe, it will be proper to. make feve- 
rab long incifions into the cellular membrane, and 

- to endeavour to prefs.the air through them. Should 
this, and'the other means noticed under the article, 
| Emphyfema, prove ineffectual, the perforation. muft 
be made through the pleura, after the manner pre- 
fcribed in the hydrothorax, near to the injured part, 
if not too near the vertebra, or too low down ; when 
it will be right to make the opening between the 
- feventh and eighth tib, about: half way slit ~ 
* . 1 Ris rea 
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breaft and back bone, for fear of injuring the in 


tercoftal artery, or the diaphragm. Hard com- — 


preffes placed upon the ends of the rib, and over — 
the tumour, with the napkin bandage repeatedly — 
tichtened, have proved fuccefsful. Vide Pratiured — 


Rib. 3 | 
Matter in the Chef, or Empyema. This collection 
is generally preceeded by fuch fymptoms as leave no 
room to doubt its exiftence. It feldom happens 
without previous inflammation, fixed pain, rigor, 
cough, purulent expectoration, and inability to lie 
onone or on either fide, in cafe pus is contained in 
both cavities: there alfo generally appears a kind 
of oedematous {welling externally, where nature 


points for evacuation. ‘The matter generally forms — 


between the lungs and pleura, which, if not timely 
difcharged, brings on oppreffive fymptoms, erodes 
the lungs, diaphragm, ribs, &c. and produces a 
maraf{mus. he 

If there be no natural indication externally, ex- 
pectoration be ftopped, and the oppreflive fymptoms 
increafe, the operation becomes neceffary, and fhould: 
be performed in the foregoing method and place, 
except that the incifion inthe pleura fhould be gene- 
rally longer. A tent is here abfolutely neceffary, 
and the beft kind is that made with a long flat. 


doubled piece of fine linen rag, with a piece of — 


thread faftened to its middle, and paffed round the 


— — = " 


bandage; which rag muft be renewed daily, and | 


fhould be proportioned to the fize of thefore; a — 


pledget, foft abforbing comprefs, and retentive ban- 
dage are the further neceffaries. 

Abfceffes have been known to form between the 
pleura and ribs, and to make their way externally ; 
which, by being in due time opened with the lancet, 
and kept fo with the linen tent till the difcharge 
became trifling, have done well. The bark and 
chalybeates, or vitriolic medicines, milk diet, and 
proper regimen, are neceffary reftoratives under 

2 . fuch 
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fach difcharges. In two cafes of this kind which 
did perfectly well, the openings were made where 
mature pointed 5 one above the fixth rib near to the 


fternum, the other between the fixth and feventh rib 


. ~ 


near tothe back-bone. . | 


. | 
PARACENTESIS OF THE ABDOMEN. 


This operation is performed in that kind of 
dropfy called d/cites: prior to its performance, it 
will be proper to fearch after the following marks 
and diftinctions, in order to afcertain the exiltence of 
the difeafe, and the propriety of the operation. 

Description. The moft convincing proofs of a 
diffufed afcites are, an equal and uncircumfcribed 
tumour of the abdomen; great fenfe of weight and 
tichtnefs therein; undulation of the fluid, which is 
to be felt by placing the palm of one hand flat 
againit one fide of the body, and ftriking fmartly on 
the oppofite fide with ‘the other hand; a dry cough 
and {kin: dy{pnoea, particularly in a recumbent 
pofture ; great thirft, and paucity of urine; with » 
peene and palenefs in the fuperior parts and 
ace. 

- Sometimes the fluid is contained in cyfts of va- 
rious fizes, and in veficles called Hydatids, in which 


cafes. the fluctuation is not fo eafily felt, and the tu- 


mour is rather unequal, This is-alfo the cafe when 


it is partially collected in the ovarium ;\ which is 


~alfo to be diftinguifhed by the fite, hardnefs, and 
irregularity of the fwelling, by being attended with 


little or:no dyfpnoea or cough, and with lefs degree 
of weaknefs than when the fluid is diffufed through- | 
out the cavity. The dropfy of the ovarium is fome- 
times complicated with afcites, 7 
Pregnancy isto be diftinguifhed from afcites, by 
fullnefs and firminefs of the breafts, and the dilatation 
of the os uteri; befides which the thirft is feldom fo 
| great, 
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great, the urine fo fparing, or the fuperior iota fo — 


emaciated as in afcites. 
The fluctuation, without perceiving | which. 
would be hazardous to operate, is lefs in Pp: 


proportion to the vifcidity of the fluid, or the full- . 


Ls 


nefs and tightnefs of the teguments. ‘The operation — 


is feldom proper when the afcites is mixed with 
anafarca; punctures on the legs and ankles are then 
by far more likely to prove ferviceable. 
When air is-collected in the cavity of the abdo- 
domen, it is called Tympanites. It generally origi- 
nates in the larger inteftines, and fometimes makes 
its way through a {mall opening into the cavity, 
This complaint is eafily to be diftinguifhed from. 
the watery tumour, ‘by its tenfe feel, hollow drums 
like found, and want: of fluctuation. 
Causes. The afcites proceeds from debility in ‘the 
fyftem, and want of energy in the inhalent andexhalent 
veffels of the abdominal cavity: alfo, from obftruc- 


tions, and the weakened or fcirrhous ftate ‘of the — 


mefenteric glands, the liver; or fome other viicus. » 


The tympanites generally proceeds from weak-_ 


nefs in the contractile power of the inteftines; ‘par- 
ticularly of the colon, which is known to allow of 
wonderful ‘diftenfion. For an inftance’ of which 
diftenfive power, vide the Cafe of a Scirrho-con- 
tracted Rectum, J:ond..Med. Memoirs, vol. 4. 
When the common courfe of medicines has not 
the defired effect, recourfe is had to perforation or 
tapping. It is probable that the operation would be _ 
lefs likely to fail, were it not deferred fo long as 
it commonly 18 ¢ bo as foon as fluctuation: is fully 
and plainly perceived, little is to be expected from 
the ufe. of other means, previous to tapping; © 
which operation is to be performed after the polled 
ing manner, | 
“The patient placed conveniently i ina. ichdir? or on 
the fide of a bed, is to ize his hands. clofe clafped 
together, 


. 
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tOgether, wpon the epieaftric region ; or,’ an affitt- 
ant may keep a conftant preffure on ‘the upper part 
of the abdomen, by means of a broad linen cloth 
perforated or not in the middle, which compreffion 
is to be gradually increafed. as the water is dif- 

charging, to prevent fainting, 4 

The farseon having dipped the end of the trocar 
with its canula into oil, ftabs it fuddenly, or pufhes — 
_ it gradually, and with proper force, ftrait forward: 
' ito the abdomen, at equal diftance from the: navel 

and the middle part of the fpine of the ileum, or 
hip-bone, fo as to introduce the canula alfo; which 
he will perceive to be done by lofing the extra re- 
~ fiftance arifine’ from the filver edge of the latter ; 
he then’ withdraws the perforator, and leaves the 
canula, through which the fluid is to pafs off; all 
which may be done without hazard to the inteftines, 
In the courfe of the evacuation, the end of the ¢a- 
- nula is fometimes obftructed by a part of the 
omentum or inteftine, which may be readily soi 
back with the blunt end of the probe. — 

When the fluid is drawn off, and the canula re- 
_ toved, a pledget of dry lint and plafter is all the 
drefing neceflary to the wound, over which a large 
comprefs, dipped in brandy, ‘fhould be applied ; 
and the preffure muft be continued, by means of a 
flannel roller feven or eight yards Jong, and about 
five inches broad, which bandage is to "be continued 
from the ‘bottom of the belly” sradually upwards, 
for the fwpport of the inteftines and diaphragm. 
_ The comprefs and bandage may be daily renewed 
after the fecond or third day, for a time. ‘This 
operation may ‘alfo be performed, in the dropfy of 
the ovarium ; which commonly makes its appear- 
ance more on one fide of the body, .unlefs it has 
burft into the cavity of the abdomen, or is joined 
with an“afcites. This difeafe is moftly encyfted, 
and has fometimes nya i more than one punc- 
\ ture, 

The 
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The place where the operation for the: afcites is: 


ufually performed is not unexceptionable; the thick-. 


nefs of the teguiments may prevent an accurate per-, 
ception of any fubjacent’ or adhering vifcus; be- 
fides, the epigaftric artery may fometimes be brought 
fo near the part which.is comimonly punctured, as, 
to render ‘the operation dangerous—and_perfons 
have been carried off by fever and other confe- 
quences of peritoneal inflammation. . 

The worthy prefident of the Medical Societys) 
Dr. James Sims, having witneffed a few difaftrous 


events from one or other of the foregoing caufes, 


earneftly recommends an entire change of place for 
the operation, and points out. the “umbilicus as a 
fafer part, by puncture of a common lancet. The 
orifice. is not required to be large, and the fluid 
fhould be allowed to come away without extraordi- 
nary preéffure, agreeably to the contraction of the 
integuments. 

The paracentefis was formerly practifed to dif-. 
charge the air in the tympanites; but it is an expe 
dient of too dangerous a nature to attempt. — 

Tt was the practice alfo, till of late years, to draw 
off a pare of the fluid only at one time, for fear 
the patient fhould fink, from lofing the preffure of 
‘the fluid on the large veffels. too hattily ; ; but there 
is no danger in evacuating the whole, provided pro- 
portional “weight or prefiure be maintained during 
the time of, or after the operation. ‘The encyfted 


dropfy has bee known to require more than one — 


puncture ; but when the veficles are fmall, no good 
can be expected from the operation. 
After the water has been completely evacuated, 


and every medical attempt to reftore the parts to their 


proper energy and tone, has proved ineffectual, the 
operation may be again and again performed. More 
inftances than one or two are authentically recorded, 
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of perfons having been tapped once a month for fe- |. 


veral ish together; and of others that have had 
longer 
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longer .intervals, and felt no great inconvenience, 
_ till near the ufual time of requiring the operation. 

__* The two following inftances are moft remarkable, 
_ both which feem to have originated in the ovarium: 
‘the one is that mentioned by Dr. Mead, in his 
Monita et Preecepta, de Hydrope, of Dame Mary 
Page, as recorded in Bunhill-fields, who died in the 
66th year-of her age, was tapped 66 times in 67 


months, and had taken away 240 gallons, or 1920 _ 


pints of water. . g% | 

The other cafe is that communicated to the 
_ Royal Society, by Mr. Martineau, of Norwich; 
in which the. difeafe firft manifefted itfelf after a 
mifcarriage, in the 27th year of the woman’s age, 
_ She was firft tapped in 1757, and had recourfe to 
the operation three or fourtimes in the year, till 
her death, which happened in 1783; in which {pace 
of time, the is faid to have had the operation per- 
formed 80 times, and in the whole to have loft 828 
gallons and feven pints, or, 6631 pints of water. 
Upon diffeétion, the left ovarium was found. to be 
fo.enlarged.as to form an immenfe pouch, and the 
_ peritonzeum was greatly thickened, and in fome parts 

patihed. >: Sy to «ar: : 


"INFLAMMATION OF THE: LIVER. 


.. Description. This vifcus is feldom thus affected 
in temperate climates, but is frequently fo between 
the tropics. The fymptoms are, a dull pain and 
tenfion in the region of .the liver, fometimes carting 
towards the fhoulder and clavicle; naufea and vo- 
miting, lofs of ftrength, frequent fhiverings, and 
dimnefs of fight; laborious breathing, watching, 
coftivenefs; and the eyes, fkin, and urine are com- 
monly tinged with yellow. . | 

Should fuppuration enfue, the fymptoms increafe 
. with languor, the region of the liver grows more 


~~ 


and 


/ 
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and more tenfe, repeated rigors come on, and the 
pain particularly {trikes up the right fide to the top” Fi 
of the fhoulder. A fluétuation 1s fometimes to be 
felt through the teguments, and they are partially 
cedematous. 

‘Causes. An acrid or heated ftate Ge bile, ob- ; 
ftruéted biliary ducts, from heat of climate or an 
inflammatory diathefis, and external violence. 

Cure. In the early part of the difeafe, bleeding: 
both general and local, agreeable to the ftate of the 
blood and ftreneth of the patient, » and ‘mercurial — 
friction; the bowels fhould be kept moderately lax 
with milk whey, or cooling emulfions with neutral 
falts, and a diaphorefis fhould be promoted, by — 
means of the opiate tincture, and ipecacuanha or 
antimonial wine; repeated {mall dofes of opium will 
alfo be found necefiary., | 

When the inflammatory Gp chopatases are rather 
abated, more efpecially “if the hardnefs and enlarge- _ 
ment fhould continue, rub the part affected iy | 
mercurial ointment, in quantity fufficient to produce 
-a moderate {pitting ; and once in three-or four days © 
give a gentle faline purge, or give a dram of meer 
tartar three times a day, in a cup of the common — 
emulfion, or almond milk. : 

When fuppuration has taken place, which . may 7 
be afcertained by the increafed pain up the neck” 
and fhoulder, repeated rigors, the enlargement-and — 
tenfenefs in the region of ihe liver, and ‘the foftnefs — 
and cedematous flate of the external parts; and if — 
fortunately feated in the convex ‘part of the liver, — 
fluctuation, an incifion fhould be made through the © 
teguments, and the abfcefs fhould be opened as in= — 
feriorly as poflible, with a lancet or trocar, fo as 
to procure vent for the matter. The wound muft — 
be kept open, till the internal parts of the abfcefs 
collapfes, and the difcharge becomes inconfiderable ; _ 
it may then “be Grefied fuperficially, keeping up @ . 

moderate — 


) 
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aire preffure on the part, by means ofa. broad, 

flannel roller, paffed three or four times round the, 

body. | 

‘The bark and a nutritious diet are extremely ne« 
ray in this ftage of the diforder. 

If from too great delay, the abfcefs fhould burft: 
into the cavity “of the abdomen or thorax, the mat-. 
‘ter mutt be difcharged by paracentefis,.. Should it 
ibe fuffered to lodge in either cavity, the patient will 
become tabid. One great encouragement towards 
making the opening foon, is the remarkable ten- 
_ dency which abiceffes in this part have to heal. A 
_¢anula is fometimes introduced to preferve a free 

+ paflage to the matter when the part does not rea- 
 dily coalefce ; but it is an inftrument feldom necel- 
-fary in thefe cafes, 


THE LUMBAR; OR PSOAS, ABSCESS. 


_ Description. Abfceffes of this kind: leeneratlg 
form before or by the fide of the internal iliac, or 
pies mufcles. The preceding fymptoms are, an 
uncommon {tiffnefs in the loins, attended with an 

acute pain, which fhoots along the {pine down into 
“the thigh, great difficulty to fland erect, of turn 
the limb outwards; rigor, fever, and-other inflam- 
_ matory. fymptoms, but not fo violent as in phleg- 

-mon, the pain alfo is lefs than in common ab{cefies, 
when fuppuration takes place. The furrounding 
parts partake but little of the difeafe, and the cel- 
lular membrane becomes condenfed, into a cyft, in 
“which the matter is collected, and particularly con- 
“fined. This cyft enlarges by flow deereés, and in- 
 finuates itfelf behind the peritoneum, the tumour 
prefenting itfelf in the back, groin, loins, at the 
_ fide of the rectum, or beneath Poupart’ s ligament, 
even down to the middle of the thigh. “In this 
tage of the difeafe, there is feldom more pain, 
except upon exertion of the adjacent pute 

than 
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than is likely to occur from diftenfion ; the fkin 
commonly retains its natural complexion, and fluc- 
tuation is to be felt with a me tila impulfe, wher ~ 
the patient coughs. 

This tumour, when it Peaches’ below Poupart’s _ 
ligament, has been taken for a crural hernia; but. 
thefe complaints may be clearly diftinguifhed, by a — 
due enquiry into the rife and progrefs of the difeafe, 
andthe moft prevalent fymptoms. ‘The hernia ap- — 
pears fuddenly, and after unufual exertion, is moftly 
accompanied with pain in and about the protruded — 4 
part, and is tender to the touch ; naufea and vomit-. 4 
ing moft commonly enfue, and fluctuation is not — 
perceivable. Whereas, in the pfoas cafe, it Wilk ’ 

H 
‘ 


—— 


be found that painful and inflammatory fymptoms © 
had fome time before affected the back and loins, 
that fluctuation is pretty evident to the touch when 

the patient coughs, and that the tumefied part 1s 4 
not fo painful upon preffure, and becomes lefs — 
ftretched upon lying down. a 

Causzs. This complaint is moft frequently occa- | 
fioned by a violent ftrain or bruife, in the {mall of © 
the back or loins, or by fome circumftance produc- , 
tive of inflammation in the cellular fubftance of i 
thofe parts ; fuch as colds and febrile diforders, more 4 
efpecially in hectic and cacheétic habits. 

Curz.. The pfoas or lumbar abfcefs might be ; 
prevented by timely attention; the moft likely — 
means for that purpofe are, bleeding and other eva- : 
cuations, cupping and {carifying, the application of 3 
leeches, and blifters on the parts, alfo a feton on 
the loins: the diaphoretic drops, with laudanum 
and antimonial wine, alfo promife relief at this pe- ~ 
riod of the difeafe; but, unfortunately, few pa-. 4 
tients apply for affiftance previous to ‘the MRP q 
tive ftate. | 

Surgeons of eminence have been ftrangely: pre a 
yudiced againft opening this abfcefs, and have cen- . 
fured thofe feverely who have done it; but the in- ~ 


5 cenious 
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peltotis treatife lately publifhed by Mr. Abernethy 
has done away this objection. This fkilful praéti- 
tioner obferving that ‘the matter was contained in a 
cyft which fuffered gradual diftenfion, recommends 
the following treatment ‘from experience : 

He tells us, that at firft he punctured with the 
hydrocele trocar, but found, on the rediftenfion of 


the fafcia, that the preffure againft the orifice caufed 


it to infame and ulcerate; he therefore now dif- 


charges the contents of the cyft, by introducing a 


lancet through the integuments, and paffing it ob: 
_iquely about half an inch between the fkin and faf- 


_ cia, and by depreffing the point of the lancet, punc- 


tures the cyft.. The matter being difcharged, he 
clofes the wound, and heals with adhefive platter 
ws the firit intention. | 

“Should the part not heal kindly, the cyt foon fill 
again, or the newly healed-punctures be irritated by 
the preffure of the contained fluid, the pus fhould 
‘be ‘evacuated at an earlier period than ufual, other- 
wife, the fecond and fometimes third punéture for 
difcharge of matter may be poftponed for about a 
fortnight each. Thus, by occafionally evacuating 
the contents, the cyft is gradually diminifhed and 

‘contracted, 

_The.bark and elixir of vitriol, lime water and 
Beate. proper nutritive diet, and a dry mild air, are 
neceffary aids: conftitutional aoe mand be par- 


| evlarty: attended to. 


Sane VERTEBRA and CURVATED SPINE, with 


PALSY in the lower Extremities. 


- DESCRIPTION. Perfons of each fex, and of ail 


| “aves, have been attacked with-this diforder, In in- 
e fants, i it is generally fuppofed to proeeed from weak 
| nefs, or hurt at the birth, 

*\ The’ patient firlt feels languid anal inadtine,: aid 


‘prefently tires with walking; foon afterwards his 
$2 ankles 
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ankles and knees grow rather ftiff, and his ie 
pointing towards | the ground, coccafion {ftumbling, 
and, on moving quickly, the legs crofs one an- 
other, and throw him down. Upon ftanding up | 
fhort time: without fupport,. his knees fink and tot i 
ter, and his body bends forward. 5 
As the complaint increafes, his legs and chil 
lofe much of their powers and fenfibility ; ; fome being 
incapable of walking, or even moving tn bed ; others 8 
are able to walk with crutches and to tur themfelves ; 
in bed... The-curvature, or projection of the {piney ‘ 
which is fuppofed,to be the caufe, gradually increafes, 
affecting one, two,,or more vertebra of the neck o a 
back, but feldom 'thofe of the loins; the effect o 
which is only jperceived in the, lower limbs. Chile 
dren that are naturally weak, and at the fame time 
aMli@ed with ‘this diforder.in the vertebra of the 
back, gradually , become deformed throughout t the 
bones of: the thorax. “a 
_ If the curvature is ‘not obferved, By complaint is 
panieadaly fuppofed to be of the,nervous kind, zi 
medicines of that..tribe, with ftimulating liniment 
and blifters, are repeatedly adminiftered without ef. 
fect ; even when the crookednefs is attended to, the 
whole is moftly attributed to fome injury. {uftainal 
on. that part; to remedy which, every kind of ma- 
chinery is applied, in order to reftore the {pine to 
its regular form, © al 
The patient’s health does not feem to be mate- 
tially affected at firft, but by degrees he- crows | 
weak, .and every way difeafed ; “then confumes f 
away, or perhaps continues for a ‘length of time 
a lingering wretched ftate, incapable of movin 
from the chair or bed, and the curvature ftill i increal of - 
-ing, 1s feverely affiicted with a train of miferable 
complaints. | . / 
From repeated diffetions, at ‘different periods 0 
‘this difeafe; it appears, that in thofe who had not been 
-long afflicted, the ligaments were thickened and relax- x- 
ed, and the bones rather enlarged; that when the dif; = 
eafe 


. 
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eafe was of fome Aictiinp, thofe appearances were more) 
-confiderable, and the cartilages between the vertebre: 
_were greatly compreffed and diminithed ; and that in 
fuch perfons as were in the laft ftage, and died from: 
Its confequences, the vertebre were found to 
be carious, the cartilages were deftroyed, and a 
quantity of fanious matter was lodged between the 
bones, and the membrane which covers the fpinal 
marrow. | 

Causes. A morbid ftate of the ligaments and 
bones, at the part where the curvature firft ap- 
‘pears; of which the latter is the. effect and not the 
caufe. 

Curse. The mode of treatment recommended for 
the cure of this difeafe, is faid to fucceed generally 
in the firft ftage, and frequently in the. fecond, ex- 
cept when the fpine is greatly and firmly bent; and 
even in that cafe, a confiderable degree of ftrength 
has returned, and the patient has been known to 
walk alone: but the third {ftace is moftly attended 
with fatal confequences. 

The remedy confifts in keeping up a ftimulus and 
difcharge on each fide of the projecting or curved 
part of the fpine, by iflues made by cauftic, which 
is to be applied in an oval fhape, and of proper fize 
in adults to produce an efchar an inch and a’half in 
length, on each fide the curve or projection. When 
the | floughs begin to feparate, the middle part is to 
be cut out, and a large French bean to be placed 
in each of them; as foon as they are clean, a {mall 
portion of cantharides, finely powdered, may be 
{prinkled-on the fores, by which they will be kepr 
open, and the difcharge will be increafed. 

" Thefe iffues are to be continued, at leaft till the 
patient is able to walk, or till he fo far recovers the 
ftreneth-and tone of the ligaments as to get upright. 
Both iffues fhould not be healed together, and the 
remaining one may be continued till the patient can 
walk firmly. The bark, cold bathing, fteel, and 

S 3 | other 
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other tonic remedies, ought to be adminiftered du- 
ring the procefs. Itis proper to obferve particu~_ 
larly, that the cure will be much forwarded by keep- 
ing the body as’ much as poffible in a recumbent 
potlure ; fo that the licaments and cartilages between: — 
the vertebrz, beas free from the preffure and weight 


of the body as poffible. 


The world is highly indebted to Mr. Pott for sbi j 


1B 


many -ufeful difcoveries and improvements which he — 
Brought forward in furgery, particularly for his ac: © 
curate inveftigation of this complaint; which, from ~ 
its having been mifunderftood for fo many ages © 
paft, we may’almoft venture to fay he was born to © 


elucidate. 


HERNIA, Of RUPTURES 7” GENERAL.: 


Description. The hernia is a tumour formed by ~ 
the inteftine, or omentum, or both, falling out of 7 
the abdomen into fome other part. Theappellation © 
of this, as well as fome other diforders to which © 
the human frame is fubject, is not ftri@ly applicable — 
to the complaint. Every kind of rupture, as it is | 


called, being occafioned by dilatation of the perito- 


neum, and the orifice through which it makes its \ 


way, and not by laceration. 


- It has various denominations, according to the © 
fituation or nature of its contents. For inftance, © 
when thefe parts protrude at the navel, it is called 
Exomphalos, or Hernia Umbilicalis; between the in- | 
terftices of the abdominal mufcles, Veniralis ; through : 
the rings of the abdominal mufcles into the groin, — 
Inguinalis ; if confined in the tunica vaginalis, Co#- — 
genita ; into the fcrotum, Scrotalis ; which three laft — 
are commonly called Bubonocele. Should they fall 
under the ligamentum poupartii, or inferior border 


of the tendon of the oblique mufcle, Femoralis, or 
Cruralis; or if through the foramen ovale of the os 
pubis, by fome called the great foramen of the if- 


chium, | 


* 
~ 
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chium, its appellation is Hernia Foraminis Ovalia. . 
The urinary bladder alfo forms a fpecies of Hernia, 
when forced through the opening of the oblique 
-miufcle, or under Poupart’s ligament, and is called 
_ Hernia Cyftica. In fhort, every part contained in the 
belly or pelvis, by a dilatation of its containing 
membrane, is capable of producing tumours of this 
kind. When the inteftine only is prolapfed, it is 
called an Enterocele ; the omentum, Epip/ocele ; and 
when both, Extero-Epiplocele. . 
_ Herniz may be diftinguifhed from other tumours, 
by the particular part where the injury happens, 
and by the {welling returning with or without 
preffure, upon lying down, unlefs when it adheres-or 
is incarcerated. If the prolapfed portion be intef- 
tine, the tumour is {mooth, flatulent, and foft to the 
touch, alfo fmooth and even to the fight; hard.ex- 
crement is fcarce ever to be felt therein, fo that be- 
- ing devoid of fuch feeces, it fends forth a murmur- 
ing guegling noife, The induration from tenfion is 
fometimes miftaken for hardened excrement; but 
feces retained in the ileum are commonly thin, which 
for want of due care has been unfortunately proved 
in the operation for the bubonocele... When the 
hernia contains omentum, unlefs in the inflamed 
ftate, it is rather flaccid more compreffible ; 
and in fome cafes, it feels uneven; fhould the con- 
tents be both inteftine and omentum, the different 
marks are fcarcely to be diftincuifhed. When the 
hernia has been of long ftanding, the fac moftly ad- 
heres, to the adjacent parts, cannot be perfectly re- 
turned, and the fcrotum feels thick and rather cor- 
rugated. | | 
Many perfons have fallen facrifices to extreme de- 
licacy, by not taking notice of this complaint in due 
time ; indeed it very feldom happens that a rupture 
proves dangerous, but from the patient fuffering it 
to remain in the prolapfed ftate too long, before 
proper affiftance is called: very few cafes would 
Rida, ‘ S-4 proye 
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( prove more than troublefome, were the contents; 
when in a moveable ftate, properly reduced, and — 
fecured by an accommodating trufs. In cafes of — 
this fort, neglect and falfe delicacy too often prove — 


the parents of danger. Modeft women are greatly 
diftreffed upon thefe occafions ; and the beft way for 


the practitioner to get at the truth is, to enquire — 


ftrictly where the pain is moft acute ; if in or near 
the navel or groin, let him openly declare his fufpi- 
cions of a {welling being formed in that part, toa 


female friend or attendant, and act according to her _ 


report. ; 

‘Women are moft fubjeft to hernia umbilicalis, 
ventralis and femoralis ; men and children to bubo- 
nocele, 

Causes. The hernia may proceed from relaxation 
in the orifice through which it protrudes, from vio- 
lent exercife, falls, {trains, blows, jumping or vehe- 
ment exertion of ftrength, and difficult labour ; 
erying, and violent ftraining is the frequent caufe in 

children. | 
-. Cure. The cure of herniz that are free from 
inflammation and adhefion, confifts in reducing them 
when down, and preventing relapfe by the applica- 
tion and conftant wearing of a trufs. ‘The method 
of reducing the hernia with the hand is as follows; 

Place the patient on his back, with his buttocks 


much higher than his head, raifing the thigh of the - 


difeafed fide; grafp the lower part of the fwelling 
with the hand, and forcibly prefs it back towards 


Se, See 


el 


the aperture, endeavouring now and then artfully — 


~with the fingers, to infinuate that part which is 


neareft the opening. If the patient fuffers much 


pain or fatigue, leave off prefling for a time, and’ 


ufe one or more of the following means: 

Bleeding,’ and repeated applications of cloths 
dipped in. cold’ water, for feveral hours, or a folu- 
“tion of crude ial ammoniac in vinegar and water ; 
-cold applications, fuch as fnow, ice, &c. in pre- 
ay | 7 | ference 
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ference to warm fomentations, which have little or 
no effect towards relaxing the tendinous expanfion, 
and principally tend to rarefy the confined air, and 
_increafe diftenfion. Stimulating enemas repeatedly 
injected, and tobacco glyfters made from a decoétion 
of the leaves, or with an infufion of the cut tobacco 
after the manner of tea, both which will have equal 
effect with the fumes. | 
_- Latta, of Edinburgh, in his ufeful-treatife on fur- 
gery, recommends repeated injections with a folu- 
tion of Caftile foap, in-the proportion of one drachm 
and an half to a pint of water, as more effective in 
evacuating the colon and the {mall inteftines, be- 
tween the ccecum and the conftricted part. 
Venefection to twelve ounces, followed by the 
warm bath and a dofe of Dover’s powder, have 
proved fuccefsful, when the gut had been down two 
days, and the parts were too tender to bear hand- 
ling. A profufe fweat broke out, and in two hours 
time the ftricture gave way to gentle preflure. ‘Two 
ylyfters had been adminiftered previous to the bath, 
but both came away without faces. 
-. Cold applications, fuch as large linen cloths 
dipped in cold water, or with crude fal ammoniac dif- — 
folved in it, dafhed upon the protruded part, the ab-. ° 
dominal region, and the thighs, and frefh applied ; 
fnow, and ice alfo, if to be had, are efteemed effi- 
- cacious means, in the early part of the ftrangula- 
tion; but the before mentioned author advifes, the 
previous application of ox-bladders half filled with 
_ warm water, to the whole of the abdomen,. except 
near the tumour, with defign to relax the mufcles, 
_. Mr. Sharp, in his Critical Enquiry, recommends 
‘fufpending the patient, with his head downwards, 
and his hams bent, upon the fhoulders of a ftrong 


man; and fays, that this method has often fuc- 


» ceeded. *: 


In cafes of this nature, little is to be expected 
from purges given by the mouth, as they feldom get 
| OS Ra Ae beyond 
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beyond the ftomach. Salts, diffolved in a large 
quantity of water, and taken by cupfuls, aré like, ~ 
ly to pafs the ftomach and duodenum; but per- — 
haps a large dofe or two of calomel with opium may ~ 
have better effect than medicines in a liquid form. ~ 
Suppofitories made with falt, honey, and aloes, are 
alfo faid to be ufeful, Dr. Mead prefcribed two of 7 


the following pills, to be given every hour or two, 
with a cupful of the folution of {alts, 


Cathartic extract, half a dram, calomel ten © 
erains, opium two grains; to be made into’ © 


fix pills. 


ne 7 


If fuch efforts fhould prove ineffectual, and fymp- q 


toms of inflammation, &c. increafe; to fuch adegree — 
as not to admit of handling the part without ex- — 
treme pain, the operation becomes the only refource, — 


_ for which no precife period can be regularly pointed 7 
out. In fome cafes, a reduction has taken place ~ 


after feveral days extreme pain; at other times, a 
gangrene has come on upon the fecond day. The 
nature of the patient’s habit, the ftrength of his 


conftitution, the means which have been purfued, ~ 
and the fymptoms, oughtall to be confidered before 7 
the operation be abfolutely determined upon, On © 
the other hand, to wait till the pain and tenfenefs of 7 
the part fubfide, the pulfe grows laneuid, and cold © 
{weats and fainting approach, little good is to be © 


expected. 


‘The French furgeons are faid to be particularly f 


adroit and fuccefsful in this operation, which may 
_ chiefly be attributed to_their frequent and early per- 


formance of it. But to decide alone in a matter of — 


fo much confequence, when the judicious opinions’ 


\ a] 
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_» Bubonocele. The word bubonocele ftrictly fignifies 
a tumour in the groin; but is commonly under- 
itood to mean, fuch a hernia as not. only falls into 
the groin, whicn is more exprefsly termed inguina- 
dis, but alfo thofe that defcend into the fcrotum.in 
men, or the labia pudendi in women. 
_ It is known by the tumour extending itfelf from 
the rings of the abdominal mufcles to the parts be- 
fore mentioned. It moftly comes on by flow de- 
grees, but fometimes is fuddenly produced by vio- 
jJent exertion, and other caufes: and in habits par- 
ticularly difpofed.to inflammation is liable to imme- 
diate ftrangulation, although flightly protruding. In 
common, it is moveable from the firft of its pro~ 
lapfed ftate, as generally proceeding from relaxa- 
tion ; in which cafe it returns, upon lying down, by 
itfelf, or with a flight degree of preffure, producing | 
a gugeling noife. The external tumour, in the 
ftrictured ftate, is hard and inflamed; the patient 
fuffers acute pains attended with heat and vomitings, 
firft of aliment mixed with bile, afterwards, of éx- 
crement; hiccuping, cold fweats, and extreme 
Janguor foon follow, which fymptoms portend gan- 
erene and a fpeedy diffolution.. Previous to the in- 
creafe of fymptoms, when every probable effort has 
been tried without effect, the operation becomes 
the only refource, which is to be performed after 
the following manner: : 
The pubes-and groin being clean fhaved, let the 
patient be laid upon his back, on a table about 
‘three feet four inches in height, with his. legs 
hanging down; and after he is properly fecured, be- 
gin the incifion with a ftrait diflecting knife, juft 
above the. rings of the mufcles, and carry it 
through the fkin and adifpofe. membrane down to. 


the 
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the lower part of the tumour; fecuring fuch veffels 


~ 


as may require it, before you proceed. After having 
divided the integzuments, make an opening into the 


protruded peritonzeum, or hernial fac, by pinching — 


it up between the fingers, or rather raifing it up 
with the hook, or tenaculum, and cautioufly divi- 
ding its fibres with the knife, about two inches 
below the ftricture, fo as to admit the forefinger; 


upon which, as a director, pafs a narrow bladed 


curved knife with a probe point, keeping the end 
of the latter all the way rather fhort of the former, 
up to the ring, and down to the bottom of the inci- 
fion in the fcrotum. On the firft opening of the fac 
a {mall quantity of ferous lymph will moft fre- 
quently difcharge itfelf; and when it is fully laid 
open, the inteftine pufhes out, and feems to be 
more in quantity than expected, except confined 
with the omentum. ; ED 


The ‘incifion at the ring is now to be made, and » 


it fhould be large enough to admit the end of the 


_ finger to pafs round the infide of it, in cafe of ad- 


hefion; it muft be done with the probe pointed 
knife, planted on the finger as before directed, 
taking care to prefs the gut down with the back and 


fore part of the finger, and carrying the point of - 
the inftrument between that and the ring; this inci-. 


fion may be made about an inch in length upwards ; 


the fac and ftrictured part being cautioufly laid — 
open, the ftate of the hernial contents are next to 
be infpected. If found and loofe, they fhould be — 


returned as foon as poffible; in doing which, the 
fingers muft be applied to that part of the inteftine 
which is next the mefentery; and the part which 
came forward laft, is to be flowlyyand gently preffed 
in, firft obferving to elevate the leg and thigh, which 

will greatly facilitate the return. © i 
The prolapfed part being reduced, examine the 
fac, a portion of which if large, thick, and hard, 
| | | ought 
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ought to be removed with, the knife ; taking care 


_ not to come near that part with.which the fpermatic | 


veffels are connected. 
The next thing to be confidered is, what ought 
to be done when the parts are too unfound to be re- 


turned. If any part of the omentum be unfit forre- . 


duction, let it be.expanded, and be removed. with 
a pair of ftrait {ciffars, juft within the edge of the 
altered part: which will render: ligature to prevent 
hemorrhage unneceflary.. ? 
When the inteftine is gangrenous, and there is a 
danger of the part: feparating after the reduction, 
the upper part fhould be connected with the wound 
by future ;in doing which, the needle muft be paffed 
through the mefentery, at a diftance from the gut, 
including fuch a portion of that membrane as may 
favour the junction, and, at the fame time, not to 
injure the gut. If the inteftine be in fo bad a ftate 
as to require divifion, and the found parts of the 
divided ends:can be brought together, one end muft 
be pafled into the other, .and they fhould be fewed 


together by a fimple ftitch or two; and faftened to 


the infide of the belly at the upper part of the wound, 
for the chance of adhefion to the internal part of the 
wound and to one another; or of forming an arti- 
ficial anus, provided the ends fhould not unite: 
the ends of the ftitches may be cut off clofe, and 


left to be caft off. The moft favourable part of | 


this procefs is extremely hazardous, but proofs are 
not wanted where, in the worft of thefe ftates, it has 
been attended with fuccefs. 

- When the parts do not adhere to the fac, and 
are eafily returned, a ititch or two made through 
»the teguments will be advifeable, with flips of. ad- 
-hefive plafter in the intervals; lint, fpread. with 
cerate, gentle comprefs, and retentive bandage. . In 
every cafe, the patient is to be kept upon his back, 


~ 


and a proper trufs fhould be worn after the wound | 


is healed. The wound muft not be drefled a. fe-. 


cond 


4 
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cond time till the third or fourth day, unlefs the dif 


charge is great and of abad quality: light regimen, 


quietude, and every kind of medicine that will allay — 


febrile heat fhould be ordered. See Wounds in Ge- 


neral. \ 


The bubonocele in women fhould be treated after 


the fame manner with that of men, and the fame 
kind of trufs will be neceffary. Thofe ruptures 
which adhere greatly to the fcrotum, are only to be 
- fufpended in a bag trufs: they feldom do well after 
the operation. | 

Hernia Congenita. There is alfo a diftinct kind of 
rupture called congenita, which fome time ago was not 
difcriminately attended to. The fac that contains the 
inteftine or omentum in this kind of hernia, is formed 
by the tunica vaginalis teftis; the prolapfed portion 
having intruded itfelf into the bag which forms that 
tunic, and having been thruft forth from the body 
in contact with the teftis, at the time when that 
part defcended by the groin into the ferotum. 

This complaint generally begins in the early ftate 
of infancy: when therefore a rupture has been known 
to exift from that period, it may be confidered as 
one of this kind. To diftineuifh it more clearly 


from the common hernia, let, it be obferved, that 


its fac is generally lefs diftended than the other, is 
more of a pyriform figure, and is fcarce ever re+ 
membered to have been lodged in the groin, unlefs 
~ accompanied with the tefticle. The parts are much 
fubject to adhefion, and are often connected with 
the teftis irfelf; and it will require great dexterity 


and care to feparate them. A quantity of fluid. 


collected in the fac, and confined at the entrance 


above, has been known to give the appearance of. 


a common hydrocele; but a ftrict enquiry into the 


previous ftate of the tumour will obviate every kind © 


of miftake. 
This fpecies of rupture ought to be particularly 
attended to in its early ftage; and when reducible, 
| 18 
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_ is to’ be kept up by proper bandage or trufs; if 
- ftrictured, it muft be treated as in the bubonocele, 
‘but requires a cautious management of the knife, 

after the teguments have been divided, by re- 

_ peated flight incifions ; the vaginal tunic being the 

- containing fac, and the contents, either adhering or 
lying clofely contiguous thereto. . 
Hernia Umbilicalis, or Exomphalos. The umbilicat 

or navel rupture is formed by a protenfion of the 

 hernial fac through the navel, and its contents are 

_ the fame as in other ruptures. A great quantity of 

omentum is fometimes found in thofe of long ftand- 


- ing, and infants and women are moft fubjeét to this 


diforder ; the firft from the feparation of the funis, 
the laft from child-bearing. Some of the latter are 
large, yet eafy to be reduced, others quite immove- 
able, and many have been kept ‘up for years with- 


-. out much trouble; but perfons advanced in life have 


frequently been fubje& to pain and weaknefs in the 
~ bowels from them. . 

In young perfons, when they are fmall, and do 
not adhere, they are to be cured by proper ban- 
dage or trufs.. If ftrangulated, the operation muft 
be performed; but when large and adhering, it has 
feldom,.beén attended with fuccefs. It is to be done 
on the fame principle with that of the. bubonocele. 
Cafes are recorded where the mortified part has been 
removed both. by. art and nature, and the feces 
have made a conftant paffage through the opening. 

Hernia Ventralis, is, when the parts portrude be- 
tween the interftices of the mufcular fibres of the 
abdomen, which diforder is moftly obferved to 
happen near fome part of the linea alba. This 
hernia, in its recent ftate, may be kept in with a 
proper trufs, otherwife it is apt to increafe to a 
great bulk; if ftrangulated, the opening muft be 
cautioufly dilated. : 

Herma Femoralis. This rupture makes its. defcent 
into the thigh, through the arch made by the os 
, t's? | pubis 
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pubis and the ligamentum fallopii, where the iltaé 
vefiels and tendons of the pfoas and iliacus internus 
mufcles pafs from the abdomen, and is more fre- 
quent in‘men than in women. In endeavouring to 
reduce. it with the hand, it muft be preffed upwards, 
rather towards the, pubis than the ileum. Should. 
the operation prove neceflary, it is right to obferve, 
that the incifion in a male fubjec&t be made obliquely 
outwards, to avoid the fpermatic veffels, and that 
there is danger. of injuring the epigaftric artery, 
which would be difficult to take up without hurting 
the large veffels. Confidering the great fpace be- 
tween the ilium and pubis, which is chiefly occupied 
by cellular membrane and fat, it would be right 
firft, to attempt the return of the prolapfed. part 
without dividing the tendon; but if a divifion be 
abfolutely neceffary, the incifion fhould be made as 
{mall as can be done with propriety, with the probe- 
pointed knife, on the end of the fore-finger, held 
tight under the edge of the tendon, proceeding fur- 
ther:as already advifed.. , 

Hernia Foraminis Ovalis. "This fpecies of hernia 
very. feldom happens, and has been only attended 
to of late years; it defcends through the’ foramen 
ovale of the os pubis. In men it protrudes in peri- 
nzo, 1n women near to.the labia pudendi. This 1s 
to be treated after the manner heretofore directed. 
| Hernia Cyftica. A portion of the bladder may 
make its defcent through the ring of the abdominal 
mufcle into the groin and fcrotum, or under Pou- 
part’s ligament. This hernia is generally attended. 
with the bubonocele, -of which it may be eithér 
the caufe or confequence. : 

The fimple hernia cyftica lies upon the fpermatic 
cord; the complicated, between that and the bu- 
bonocele. Both kinds are to be diftinguifhed by 
tumour with fluctuation, which will recede upon 
preflure, or from a difcharge of urine. In women 
this hernia is moft likely to fall under Poupart’s liga- 

| ment, 
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- ment, and inftances are recorded where it’has : eo 
between the anus and ‘vagina, ‘and projected ‘i 
perinzo; it may alfo be complicated with a pro- 
lapfus vagin. 

Mr. Keate has’ lately. Gnnuiea the world wih | a 
curious account of'a hernia cyftica, conjoined with 
_ an inguinal rupture and a hydrocele; alfo, of the 
falutary effects of ice when liberally: bg a to we 
_ bubonocele. 

When the bladder can. she Pediibictl: a trufs, as in 
other cafes, thould be applied ; if adhering,’ it muft 
be fufpended only. Should an incifion be made by 
miftake into the part, or in confequence of inflam- 
_ matory ftricture at the’ ring, a catheter muft be kept 
_ inthe bladder for the purpofe of carrying off the 
_ urine, and facilitating the cure of the wound. ~ This 
_ hernia proves the neceffity of being circum pect in 

opening tumours of 3h Lose : 


DISORDERS of rue SCROTUM. . 


Veh tet 


HYDROCELE, WITH ITS, DISTINCTIONS. 


| niet diforders, which are termed {purious’ or 
- falfe herniz, derive their names from the parts .in 
which they are feated; for inftance, hydrocele of 
_ the tunica communis, &c. from the change in their 
 patural ftruéture, fuch are, circocele, varicocele, 
and farcocele ; to which may be added, the inflam- 
_ matory difeafe of the tefticle, called Hernia Hu- 
a morals. 

‘Déscriprion. The’ term hydrocele 1s gieirily 
confined to the watery tumours which are formed 
- within the’ membrane of the fcrotum, the coats of 
the fpermatic veffels, and of the tefticles. The 
_ firft-commonly proceeds from a general: anafarca, 
and is frequently carried off by punctures i in that or. 
fome more depending part of the body; the latter 
are docal} and may be divided into three diftinct 
eae i ~ heads ; 
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heads; tlie firft of which is a collection of watery 


formed in the cells of that part of the cellular mem-~ 
brane called tunica. communis, which covers and 
connects the fpermatic veffels ;, the fecond is, when 
it is formed in one cell only of the preceding tunic, 
and is termed the encyfted hydrocele of the tunica 
communis; the third is produced by a fluid collected 


under, the tunica vaginalis teftis. © | 


Causes. All thefe membranous parts are fup- 


plied with a fluid that keeps the contained part from 


adhefion ; which fluid, either from a defect in the — 


abforbent veffels, or an increafed fecretion, or both, 
becomes accumulated within the confined cavity, 
and by gradual diftenfion, forms :a tumour. 


PARTICULAR DESCRIPTIONS AND’ CURE. 


Hydrocele of the Cells of the Tunica Communis. 


When this tumour is of moderate fize, the fcrotum 
difcovers no difeafe except at the time when the 


fkin is corrugated, it then appears fuller, and hangs ~ 


lower on the difeafed fide, and on being fufpended 
lightly in the hand, is heavier than common; the 
teftis and epididymis may be diftinétly felt below 


in their natural ftate, and the fpermatic cord is much — 


thicker. _The form of this tumour is pyramidal; it 
eradually recedes upon prefiure, and returns as foon 
as that preffure is withdrawn, it is attended with a 
flight pain in.the loins, and when the extravafation 
is confined below the ring of the oblique mufcle, 
the cord may be diftinétly felt. If the cells within 
the abdominal ring be affected, the diftended mem - 
brane feels not unlike the epiplocele ; when this is 
the cafe, and the tumour 1s large, it becomes ex~ 
ceedingly troublefome, and the cure is hazardous... — 

Eneyfted Hydrocele of the Tunica Communis. ‘This 


ing, except that the water is contained in one cell, 


forming a cyft... It generally fixes in the middle of — 


5 hy. the 


- 


tumour is feated in the fame part with the preceed~ 
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‘the cord, and is of an oblong figure ; it ig moftly fo 
enfe as to prevent fluctuation, by which means it 

‘has often|been miftaken for what never has exittence; 

‘namely, a wind rupture. It gives the perfon no 

‘pain, and founds when ftruck as if it contained wind, 

‘not water. It is fometimes complicated with a true 

shernia, or the vaginal hydrocele.. Infants are 

‘more fubjeét to this diforder than adults, and it is 

“often difperfed in young children ‘by warm fomen- 

Aations, and keeping the belly open. Mr. Keate’s 

epithem, as defcribed at the latter part of this ar- 

iticle,. is perhaps preferable to warm applications. 

Difcharging the fluid by punéture with a lancet, 

thas alfo proved fuccefsful with children. ‘In adults, 

tthe cyft is fometimes fo thick as to require an in- 

scifion to be made its whole length, which, in good 

vhabits, may be done with fafety. | 

| Lhe Hydrocele of the Tunica Vaginalis Teftis, or bag 
ywhich includes the teftis, is a common difeafe, and 

perions of all ages are fubje& to it: It is fometimes 

Yproduced fuddenly, at other times it advances flowly ; 

yis.of various fize and figure, forthe moft part round, 

‘but as it, increafes becomes largeft downwards. 

With fome it is hard, when the teftis is to be felt 

swith difficulty ; with others it is foft and lax, which 

“particularities afford an opportunity of eafily dif- 

“tinguifhing it. It gives no great pain except in the 

“back, from its weight, and may be diftinguithed 

‘from a hernia by feeling the upper part of the fper- 

“matic cord. When that part is not to be felt, it 

as moft probably combined with an -enterocele. In 

‘its fimple ftate, it may be known from every other 

“tumour of its kind, by a firmnefs and:hardnefs at 

“the pofterior and middle part of the tumour, owing 

to the jupction of the tunica albuginea and vaginalis; 

“whereas, in every other hydrocele, the fluctuation 

“is felt equally in every part. By this circumftance — 
alone, it may be diftinguifhed from the anafarcous 
“tumour of the fcrotum, which is every-where alike 
e T3 | foft 
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-foft and fwelleds, from the encyfted: hyfrocéle of the 

-cord, which though circum{cribed is not compref— 
fible, but the fame to the touch in every part aly 
from enterocele, by the.-tefticle being eRheealy 

found at the inferior part of the fwelling. —. | 

. The treatment is either paliative or radical 5 thal 
firft, by difcharging the fluid; the lait, by deftroy-_ 
Ang ‘the cavity of the bag, or by adhefion of ‘eg 
membranous parts. 

The palliative remedy is performed by punétinre,| 
with the common lancet or the trocar: Lint and 
Platter are generally applied to the little wound, and 
the fcrotum, if large, is to be fupported by a bag-~ 
trufs.. The pie i commonly heals foon, but. in” 
fome habits it has been known not to terminate fo 
readily, confiderable infammation having followed, 
The eng ought to be drawn off in this difeafe much” 
eatlier tharl itis, waiting only till the part is fo. 
far filled as to admit of 1 Pe being. done with fafety 5 
fuch treatment is very likely to prevent return...” 
.» Various. means have been -ufed for: the radical | 
cure of the hydrocele; incifion, cauftic, injections, | 
tent, and feton; and they have been all array 
efpoufed.. The curative intention is, to bring on 
inflammation: in fufficient degree to produce ad-~ 
hefion in. the tunics without “alarming: fymptoms. — 
The more gentle then and-lefs irritating the method — 
is, if equal to. the tafk, the. more entitled to pre- ! 
ference ; upona comparative view, no one promifes ; 
better, and:has_been fupported by more ref{pectable © 
authority, than thofe by feton and injeétion. . The ~ 
inftruments ufed for the cure by bel On: the i im- F 
proved plan, are as follows :- . ‘ 
. A trocar, -with its canula nearly. one foes of-an_ 
inch in diamater ; another canula, called the fetons ] 
canula, made of filver, of fit diameter to pafs eafily” 
through .the canula: of the. trocar, the length of 
which ought to be five inches; and: a- probe fix 
BIERES and: a-halt long, sel a fine fteel trocar <a 
2 at 


- _ 


PRACTICAL SURGERY." 2775 


at onesénd, and) an eye ar the other, fufficient. to: 
catry a feton’ of coarfe white fewing, filky that will 
pafs without trouble through the feton canula. y 
_. The operation is. thus performed : perforate the 
inferior and anterior part-of the>tamour with the: 
trocar, withdraw the perforator, and when the. fluid 
is difcharged by they canulay pafs the feton canula’ 
through that of the trocar, foi as it may reach the’ 
upper part of the tunica \vaginalis,* and“niay be felt 
inthe {uperior. part:of the ferotum ; then ‘convey the’ 
probe, armed with filk, through the feton canula, 
and pierce the tunic and» teguments with its point ;' 
which done, draw the feton through the canula, and: 
leave a proper length out at the upper oe then 
withdraw both the canulas. 

This operation: has. been’ much improved by the 
particular:attention of Mr. Howard, of the Middle 
fex; Hofpital ; who; inva pamphiet that difplays, 
much judgment relative to the fubjeét, ‘has obferved; 
that fewer threads will do in general, and that con</ 
fequently:the trocar and canula may be*lefs. in fize’ 
than has been ufed. He advifes a few threads to be 
drawn from the middle of the feton’ when the in-: 
flammation runs high; and is of opinion, that inj. 
fome irritable habits, eight or ten’ threads will do. 
from the’ firft; alfo, that. the inflammation may be 
regulated by "eae ak or diminifhing the number: 
of threads. 

As foom as) the operation is Gnithed, the patient 
fhould:be put to bed,» and twenty or thirty drops of 
Jaudanum may: be. given, and be occafionally re- 
peated. - About the fecond or third day, the teftis 
and {crotum will begin. to inflame and fwell ; ‘then 
foment, poultice, and fufpend the part: order alfo 
a cool temperate regimen, and keep the body open. 
As foon as: inflammation is abated, the patient may 
be permitted to. lie on a couch, or fit in an eafy 
chair with his legs raifed ; and a dofe of bark may 
be taken three times a day.’ A pulfe quicker than 

T 3 | natural, 


ori PRACTICAL. SURGERY. 


natural, a white tongue, thirft and: reftlefinefs; 4) 1 
flight degree of pain in: the part, and fometimes in 
the loins, are the general fymptoms attending: this 
operation, particularly when regulated by Mr. How. * 
ard’s judicious precautions.) ri 
At theexpiration of ten or twelve days, the. fore: 
nefs and {welling are generally difperfed, when it — 
will be time to withdraw the feton; which fhould: f 
be done by taking out a few threads at atime. Ay” 
foft pledget of lint fpread thin with white cerate, is — 
to be applied over each orifice from the firft of the 4 
cure, and the faturnine cefate over all. In fome i 
conflitutions, it has proved neceffary to remove the 
whole of the feton, as foon as the pats become mo- i 
derately inflamed. : q 
. By this method, for which, in its ‘tudes ftate, — 
the world is indebted to that creat ornament. of the i 
profeffion Mr. Pott, the parts are preferved entire ; — 
, 
» 


“7 


and. except..in irritable or bad habits, when pro- 
perly managed, more inflammation is feldom pro- 
duced than is neceffary towards cohefion: and when 
otherwife, it is more likely to be. checked by cold k 
applications than hot fomentations and: emollient 
poultices. if 
There are four methods of operating for the ra- 


dical cure now in practice, every one of which has 
its fupporters; viz. by feton, cauftic, fimple inci- 7 
fion, and injection. Inflammation is the natural | 
eonfequence of each, and muft be more or lefs, ac- : 
cording to the nature of the conftitution, and the — 
creater or lefs expofition or irritation of the mem- * 
branous parts. 4 
The operation by Seton is already defesibeds: i 
. The mode of ufing cauftic is prefcribed as follows: — 
apply a piece of cauttic pafte, about the fize of a fix- — 
pence; well guarded with adhefive plafter,on the ante- — 
rior and inferior part of the fcrotum ; remove it atthe — 
end of five or fik hours, then apply a large fuppu- 
rative poultice, and fufpend with a proper bandage. — 


ri 
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Phe’ ‘éfchar generally: feparates inv afew days, and 
ghe tunic floughs out in about five or fix” weeks, 
awhen the -fore begins to heal. This: methodpunder 
the conduét of the. late: Mr. Elfe; whofe early death 
was a public Jofs,>«was much more _fuceesstul sa 
aight be expectedsy © | 
| The operation by Simple: Incif fom:is tons ‘feel ie 
following mannet + the: patient. being ‘properly ‘fel 
cured by two: affiftants, Jet the ‘operator grafp the 
tumour firmly with one hand,- and: divide:the tegu- 
ments with the other, making one incifion from the 
upper part of the tumour anteriorly; dowm tothe 
moft depending part; the:tunica vaginalis:being thus . | 
laid bare, an opening is tocbe made; with the lancet, 
at its-upper extremity; large enough to ‘admit the 
fore-fingér, on which the. probe-poinited: biftoury ‘is 
to"be conducted, dividing the fac in the courfe sof 
the incifion to the lower part of it. If the: fac: be 
much thickened or hafdened, a:portion of each fide 
of it may be removed. When the teftis- protrudes 
let-it be gently preffed) back, and> kept fo with a 
jong flip of lint placed between that and each edge, 
and hanging out at the bottom of the wound; thé 
other. dreffings fhould be foft lint, a :comprefs of foft 
linen rag, and the fufpenfory or T bandage. About 
the:third or fourth: day, warm féitientations, and 
the bread poultice were formerly ufed till the parts 
digefted, and inflammation abated ; afterwards as in’. 
common—but cold applications from the firlt are 
now preferred, and the cure is generally attempted 
by means of adhefive inflammation, » which ‘chance 
renders this mode of operation far lefs objectionable 
than heretofore ; in. fact, preferable. to any’ other, 
‘when the tunics are likely to be much thickened, or 
the teftis is difeafed; befides, there 1s a tull cppor- 
tunity of inveltioating every part, and raicig 

Pik cure at once complete; | 
Fhe mode of cure by injection is sia inate by 
shrowing into the: facy»after the water has been let 
T 4 out 
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out by puncture with the. trocar, red wine, diluted 
with from’ one to two thirds:of water,: more or leds, 


according tothe irritability of the parts, in fufficient 


quantity to be diffufed over the whole icavity ; which 
may be more perfectly effected, by handling and 
changing the pofition of the parts; it feldom -re- 
quiresito be retained more’ than a minute or two, 
but ‘this muft be according to the fenfe of pain pro- 
duced by it, and the irritability:of the parts. 

-. Surgeonsiof former times ‘certainly practifed this 
mode of cure, but the compofitions they ufed ‘were 
extremely cirritating, confequently. productive of 
much pain and inflammation, and: even of a total 
folution of the’ parts; from which circumftances this 
method fellinto ‘general difrepute. It is to the in- 
genious fucceffor and fon-in-law of Mr. Pott,. that 
‘we are indebted for the revival of the curative pro- 
céefs. by injection; who, in “his valuable: edition: of 
that gentleman’s works, has illuftrated its effects by 
reciting: feveral cafes which were attended with ex- 
traordinary: fuccefs. . He’ particularly recommends 
the’ vinous injection alone, or :modified. fo’ varioufly 
with:the addition of water as to be effective without 


- 


exciting more-than neceflary ftimulus: but it:ap- | 


pears to.be much more likelyto fucceed in the early 
{tage of the difeafe, «than when the membranous 
parts are much diftended.and thickened. 211-95 

| Mr. Keate, an eminent’and very’ creditable fur- 
geon, has: lately publifhed-an ingenious pamphlet, 
recommending the free ufe of a topical application 
for the ‘curevof' the hydrocele. It confitts of fal 
ammoniac 1 0z. Rectified {pirit of wine, and vine- 
gar, of each? 4 oz. -He has given fix cafes of -its 
happy effect; two: from its application after tap- 
ping, the other four by exciting abforption without 
perforation. Should this practice only fucceedin a 
few recent cafes, it will prove a welcome remedy. 
Mr. Earle, in his treatife on the) Radical Cure by 
Injection, takes notice of two ‘trials of. this difcu- 
| 4 a aes tient, 
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tient, in both which it excited much external inflam- 
mation, withoutsany good effect. . 

Circocele and Varicocele.. The firtt complaint. is.a 
varicofe diftenfion, or. tortuous enlargement of. the 
{permatic veffels.of the cord, feated on that, procefs 
fomewhere between the abdominal ring and the 
‘teftis, moft) commonly juftbelow the ring, where 
it refembles- tothe touch a protrufion of the omen- 
tum, ‘The Varicocele is defcribed as a,nodous. tu- 
mour of the. fpermatic vein, or the veins. of. the 
{erotum ; all thefe difeafes are moft. probably acca- 
fioned from obftruction by preflure, or relaxation. 

The Circocele is a rare. difeafe, fometimes, appears | 
fuddenly,. and. in inflammatory habits is attended 
with much pain; requiring venzefection, opiates, and 
cooling. medicines ; externally, the. remedies .pre- 
{cribed under: the article Inflammation, with. the. ful 
pending bandage... The confequence is feldom very 
material, except when the tefticle, although appa- 
rently. unconcerned, falls. :into.. a; wafting ttate. In 
common cafes there is little, or no. neceflity, for me- 
dicine. Former practitioners, attempted its cure, 
when extremely painful, by means of cauftic and li- 
gature; but fuch fevere treatment. has long been 
difcarded: Heifter advifes the. varicofe, part to.be . 
opened by incifion, but this only in very painful. 
cafes ; and under.fuch .circumftances the means above 
prefcribed, and-a Tequmbety potture, are moftly et- 
fective. orsqy od: 


( 


SARCOCELE. 


Description. This difeafe is an induration’ and. 
enlargement in the body of. the teftis, which in time 
becomes {cirrhous, and fometimes degenerates into 
cancer. The epididymis is. alfo fubject to the fame 
difeafe ; and this appendicle has been. ee to grow 
fo hard, and fwell to. that degree, as to be miftaken 
for an adventitious {welling in the teftis. Induration 
in 
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in the epididymis has continued for years, and at 
laft fuppurated ; and its confequence'is not fo’ much 
to be dreaded, whilft the glandular part remains 
found ; but fhould the latter “becomé ‘{cirrhous and 
cancerous, the epididymis muit® in “the end be fo 
too. 

Scirrhous tumours ’of the tettis as well as thofe of 
the breaft, have been known to continue in an ‘indo. 
lent ftate for many years. Some’ furgeons of emi- 
nence have given it as their opiniony that the latter 
fhould be extirpated i in the early ftage, but that the 
former fhould be fuffered to remain till fome par- 
ticular change may require it, fuch as increafe of 
pain and fize: ftill when the teftis is extremely hard 
and uneven in its -furface; attended with darting 
pains, and gradually increafing, particularly if the 
{permatic’ cord be much affected, » furely: delay is 
dangerous. ‘The farcocele, in the firft ftage, is ‘ats 
tended with little or no- pain ; ‘but’as it-dncreafes in 
hardnefS‘and magnitude, it caufes'a ereat fenfe’ of 
weight in the loins, and’ acute lancinating pains; 
which ftrike along: the ‘cord up to the ‘fmall of the 
back. 

‘Causes. It may ante ond nips, blows, &e. and 
front inflammation in the part, or in the’ fi hlene: 
procefs. 

Cure. An-alterative courfe of éloatiet svi: ci- 
cuta; has proved fuccefsful in the: mor€ early! ftatée; 
and electrical fhocks through the part, daily’ re- 
peated for a length of time, have been known to 
reduce the tumour, in fo great degree as to fet afide 
an apparent neceflity for the operation. Vide Scirr- 
BUS as 
~ In addition to what has been remarked already 
refpecting extirpation, it is advanced by men” of 
eminence alfo, that the’ operation has been often 
unfuccefsful in the milder ftage of fcirrhus, and has 
anfwered well in its moft advanced ftate.  Vhis re- 
mark gives us’ therefore to underftand, that caftra- 

tion 
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tion ought not tobe advifed without immediate ne-. 
_ -ceffity, and that fuccefs: fhould not be defpaired of 
at the lateft ftage of the diforder. Yet let it be 
obferved, that when the cord is thickened; ‘and in- 
durated ator above the ring, and much‘ pain is felt 
inthe back whilft the part is fufpended, and thé pa-' 
tient is lying.in -beds the cafe: is too defperate’ to 
expect fuccefs from. fuch an attempt. Wee FR 
This complaint has originated -in the scavity of 
the abdomen,’ from inflammation near the: courte of 
the fpermatic veffels,’ which: produced: thicknefs 
down the cord with great. pain, and much‘tumour 
and induration in the right teftis. Repeated bleed- 
ings, cold applications, and the cuftomary medicines, 
relieved the pain, and rather leffened the: tumour : 
foon after, the left teftis. and cord: became: flightly 
tumefied and inflamed, but yielded readily to’ the 
fame remedies. - ‘Fhe inflammation again ‘flew to the- 
right teftis,. which grew larger and more indurated ; 
and was accompanied with greater pain in the back 
and down the cord, than in the: teftis. Not» lone® 
after this relapfe,. the patient was abruptly removed 
from thofe who had firft attended: him, | and»were 
fully acquainted with the) rifeand progrefs of the 
difeafe: the teftis was extirpated, probably during 
the inflammatory diathefis; and, in a few days, the 
patient died; probably mercurial inunction might 
have anfwered, the operation was a hafty decifion. 
The direétion for performing caftration 1s ’as ‘fol- 
lows: place the patient horizontally on a table, with 
his legs hanging down, and properly fecured by af- 
fiftants ; firmly grafp the tumour with one hand, and 
with the other make an incifion down the courfe of 
the fwelling, through the cutis, cellular membrane, 
and dartos, beginnig an inch at leaft abovesthe part 
where the cord is to be diyided, and ending at the 
_ inferior part of the {crotum, The fpermatic cord 
being laid: bare,, and freed from cellular attachments, 
- feparate the artery and vein from the vas Barone 4 
A ae then 


/ 
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then make.a ligature round the;twocformers'yand di-: 


vide the whole cord about half an inch below the li- 


gature ; after which diffect. the tefticle. out from its 


connexions.. v 


. Securé.the bleeding arteries of the fcrotum. alfo. 


by ligature, leaving the ends of each a proper length 


to hang out ofthe wound; fpunge the parts well’ 
with warm water, place: the edgesof the wound as 


dppofite: aso:poflible from one: end to the other, 


and- retains: them fo with: two or three. futures’ 


of the interrupted kind, and flips of adhefive platter. 
Ie will not:be amifs.to. tie the futures with flip- 
knots, tO prevent the ‘neceffity of removal:in cafe 
of future hemorrhage ; dry lint is to.’ be applied to 
the part; and the moft. fimple. dreffling. » By thefe: 
means the parts are brought to heal by nature’s firft 
and fecond procefs, andias much found fkin as pof- 
fible. will be:preferved: maid of: thofe efforts. 
We are indebted to. Mr. Fearon for much 1m- 
provement in the operation, both for the {cirrhous: 
tefticle and breaft; and whoever reads with attention 
his treatife’ on. Cancers of the Breaft and: Teftis; 
will be amply réwarded.|. One or two circumftances 


may be thought worth) mentioning with refpect to 


the »difference-1n operating, as ‘formerly: practifed, 
and lately introducedoby.-that. gentleman... When’ 
the iinteguments in the-line of operation for ‘extir= 
pating the. teftis was difeafed, it was thought, proper 
to make two /emi-oval incifions, fo as to/imclude the 


whole of the difeafed fkin; this mode of operating ~ 
was alfo-obferved when the tumour was*large; for. 


fear formuch loofe fkin fhould bé productive of ab- 
icefles,.and be inclined to:grow hard -and-difeafed : 
but in cate of ulceration,or an unfound ftate of 
the fcrotum, he makes a fecond incifion ini as di- 
rece a line as the inclufion of that part of the 
integuments will admit, which anfwers the purpofe 
of diffecting away the difeafed part with the. tef- 


ticle. 
Mr. 


—e le 


| _ PRACTICAL SURGERY. ‘285 


“Mr. Sharp after having removed the tefticle from 
Hiv lower part of the fcrotum, fecured fuch veffels 
‘of that part by ligature as required it, and for greater 

- fecurity advifed two ligatures to be made round the 
“upper part of the cord, if there were room enough 
between the ring and the tumour; and the divifion “OF 
the cord to be made jutt below the inferior ligature. 
M. Le Dran “recomended a ligature to be | paffed 
underneath the cord, ‘and to be left there to be tied if 
neceflary: having firft pinched, rubbed, and’bruifed, 
the cordin fo great tadegree, asto prevent hemorrhage. 

Mr. Warner has obierved that the: diameter of the 
‘fpermatic artery is fo fmall in this part of it as to 
render a previous ligature round ‘the cord unne- 
cefiary; and that the’veffel may juft as €afily be 
fecured, as an artery after the amputation ofa finger; 
which is never thought neceffary to be done till the 
part is removed, ' He alfo has informed us, that he 
has feveral times trufted to the application of a {mall 
piece of the lint tothe mouths of the veffels, after 
having comprefied them for fome minutes between 
the fingers;. notwithftanding which refpectable au- 
thorities, troublefome and dangerous hemorrhages 
an enfued, and’ the fafeft and moft commodious 

ethod with refpect to the prefent after-treatment, 
i firmly to fecure the : artery by ligature. 


OTHER DISEASES OF THE SCROTUM. 


The Scrotum is generally fubject to inflammation, 
tumeur, Beat fiftulous finuffes, « callofities, ae. 
and is particularly affeéted with anafarcous: spies 
ee and cancer. 

» Anafarcous Swelling. This may arife from a oh 
abttrudion or weaknefs of the lymphatics, bur i 
moft commonly derived from a general date, 
which fooner or later diffufes itfelf into the {crotum. 
It is a foft, pellucid, pitting fwelling, andin procefs 
of time fpreads to the. groin and penis; which: laft 

becomes 
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becomes very much diftorted, and is at length buried 
as it were inthe tumour. The labia pudendi are 
alfo fubje@ to the fame complaint, to great extent 
and enlargement. 

Both kinds are eafily diftinguifhable from any tu- 
mour of thefe parts, and are to be remedied, by 
making a few flight punctures, in different parts, 
with the point of a lancet; which are lefs lable to 
inflame than fcarifications, or any other means; and 
if required, may be fafely repeated. 

Hematocele, isa {welling of the ferotum, or of the 
fpermatic procefs, proceeding from extravafated — 
blood, occafioned by arupture, difeafe, or injury of 
the veffels. of thofe parts; and when the teftis: is 
found, may be cured by making a longitudinal in- 
cifion, and difcharging the contents: but if com- 
plicated with a farcocele or fcirrhous tefticle, a re- 
moval of that part is advifeable ; provided the fper-. 
‘matic cord be not too much difeafed. 

Cancerated Scrotum, Chimney-iweepers“are par- 
ticularly affected with this difeafe. It begins with 2 
kind of wart in the lower part of the fcrotum, and 
foon produces an ill-conditioned painful ulcer, with 
jagged-edges, whichin time eats through the cellular 
membrane, and feizes the teftis; then runs up the: 
fpermatic cord, and fpreads over the groin, the ab- 
dominal mufcles, and the vifcera; which parts be- 
coming tumefied and indurated, are painful in great 
degree: conftipation enfues, and death happily re- 
lieves the patient. It is called the foot-wart, and 
generally proceeds from not keeping the corrugated 
part clean, and as free as poffible from that pungent. 
concrete. 

The moft probable method of cure is, to remove 
the whole of the difeafed part in its early ftage. Mr. 
Pott was the firft medical writer who publicly noticed 
this difeafe, and he has remarked, that it feldom, if 
ever appears before the age of puberty; alfo that 
‘when it has fpread.to the teftis, it extends itfelf ra- . 
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_ pidly, painfully, and deftructively. For the general 


treatment in the more ena ftage, wide, Can- 
pirated Ulcer. Phy 


ay 


DOPRDIRS s vat i ne PENIS« 
PHY MOSIS, 


_. Deseription. The phytotis:’ is when the pfe+ 
_ puceor forefkin is fo tightened over the glans, as not. to 
admit of its being drawn back; it is generally \at- 
tended with inflammation and tumour of the part, 
pain and fome difficulty in paffing the urine, alfo 
with ulceration or morbid. fecretion between the 
prepuce and glans... Sometimes the flxin 1s «greatly 
thickened and hardened,.and partial adhefions take 
place; the difcharge is confined, and the concealed 
parts become much eroded, esti when the 
complaint is virulent. 

Causes. Natural conftriction, want of cleantineli, 
and venereal intercourfe. - 

Curs. In flight cafes, immerfing or Epiconsie 
the part with warm water, wafhing it. with: chamo- 
mile infufion and milk, and applying the faturnine 
or emollient poultice, have fufficed. Should the 
part inflame, the cuftomary means muft be purfued, 
but when: it:proceeds from: a venereal: caute, and 
chancres, or foul ulcerations, are concealed beneath 
the, prepuce; it will be proper to ufe avery flight 
folution of fublimate by injection, two or three 
times a'day, and it will be prudent to pafs a probe 
armed: with lint, if practicable, daily, between the 
gilatis and prepuce. ‘A mercurial courfe with bark . 
and opium, and the foregoing means, will generally 
preclude.the operation; otherwife it will be abfo- 
lutely neceffary to releafe the part by incifion...A 
_ proper divifion is fometimes requifite, when~the 
glans is naturally too tightly:covered. tiene tava 
qeiag . When 
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‘When the prepuce is not much thickened and in 
durated, an incifion only .may anfwer the purpofe, 
and the moft eligible and ready manner of doing it, ° 
is that propofed by Mr. Bell, which obviates the fe- 
veral inconveniences that attend the common mode 
of cutting it upwards with the knife and probe- 
fciffars. It is done by paffing a director along the 
fide of the prepuce, between that and the clans, 
with a fharp-pointed narrow-bladed biftoury, adapt- 
ed thereto, and buried in its groove with the edge 
forward : as foon as the direétor is felt at’ the termi 
nation of the glans, the point of the biftoury is to be 
-pufhed through the prepuce, and drawn forward the 
‘whole length ‘of it. | 

When the end, or: chief part of thie. forefkin is 
Greer indurated, it will be neceflary 'to draw the > 
‘prepuce forward, and take it off with the knife, or 
to diifect off the whole of it, taking care to fecure 
the veffels. 

The firft dreflings fhould be frig of lint, ‘prot 
perly \interpofed between the edsés of the wound, ’ 
in cafe of a partial incifion, alfo between the pre- 
‘puce and glans, to prevent adhefion, a linen com- 
prefs and the fufpenfory. 


etal PARAPHYMOSIS. 
basen: a 
Description. This diforder. is the iets te oe 
the former, being a ftrictured retraction of the pre- 
_puce behind the glans. It is fometimes naturally 
turned back in this manner, without.the leaft incon- ’ 
vemence.. In the morbid ftricture, the glans and 
prepuce are both {welled and inflamed, and re- 
ciprocally affected, till the circulation is fometimes 
fo greatly obftructed, as to produce a mortification ; 
which is commonly preceded by a pellucid tumour, 
pac the cry ftalline. 
Cause. -This complaint may arife, from what- 
ever r excites inflammation and tumour in the glans, 
penis, 


id 
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penis, or prepuce, when the latter is drawn behind 
‘the glans; but it is moftly brought on by infectious 
intercourfe. ! 
Cure. In recent cafes, the prepuce has fome- 
. times been reduced by immerfing the glans in cold 
faturnine, or common {pring water, then preffing 
forward the prepuce, and compreffing the glans: a 
long continued application of the above means has 
fucceeded, prior to the cryftalline ftate; cold appli- 
cations repeated for fometime together, bleeding, and 
other antiphlogiftic treatment, are very proper when 
‘the -parts are in the early {tate of inflammation: but 
if the ftri€ture increafe, and the cryftalline ftate be- 
gin to form, three or four incifions are commonly 
made on the fides of the prepuce, with the fhoulder 
of a lancet, fufficiently deep and long to releafe it; 
yet numerous and flight punctures have anfwered all 
the purpofes equally well. Lint and emollient poul- 
tices are proper applications to the incifions, and 
the penis fhould be fufpended with its end upwards. 
. If the habit be languid, and gangrene be threatened, 
the bark, cardiac medicines, fomentations, and 
warm poultices, will be neceffary. When the para- 
phymofis arifes from a venereal caufe, it will require 
a gentle alterative courfe. | 
Imperforate,Prepuce. This defect is now and then 
found on new-born infants. It may be fometimes 
relieved by a fmall puncture, and keeping the part 
free from adhefion by means of a doffil of lint, or 
 fome kind of foft tent... When the end. is. twiited 
»-and coalefced, the prepuce fhould be drawn: for- 
_ ward, and taken off above the adhefion. ; 
Iinperforate Glans and Urethra. When the obftruc- 
tion is occafioned, by a thin. membrane, an opening 
may be made effectually with the lancet: if thick 
and flefhy, without the leaft appearance of a pafiage, 
a {mall triangular trocar muft be carefully paffed up 
- the glans, as near as poflible in the .natural courie, 
to the part where it appears-to be diftended by. the’- 
‘seule U | urine. 


J 
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urine. All which new paflages muft be attentively 


kept open, by doffils of lint, a fmall bougie, or © 
whatever will preferve the aperture, without painful — 


diftenfion. 


Incomplete Perforation. If the paflage for the urine. 


fhould open juft behind the glans or fraenum, it may 


_-be necefiary, for certain natural purpofes, to make 


an opening with the trocar through the glans, to the 
part where it fhould naturally terminate: and the 
falfe opening may be healed up, with the affiftance of 


a fhort flexible catheter. In cafes of this fort the 


operation need not be attempted, till the patient has 
arrived at an age to require it. 

Contratted Frenulum, Sometimes it happens that 
the frenulum is fo fhort,'as painfully to mcurvate 
the glans at the time of erection; in which cafe, it 


may be totally divided with the greateft fafety, either 


with the fciflars or fcalpel. 


Warts and Excrefcences. Thefe complaints particu- 
larly infeft the penis, but feldom without a venereal 
caufe: they generally fix on or behind the glans, and 


the inner duplicature of the prepuce; are of a fpungy 
fungous nature, pendulous, or with a broad bafis, 
feparate, or in clufters. ‘The fmaller kind may. be 
eafily removed by gentle catheretics, fuch as favin 
leaf powdered, alone, or with red or white precipi- 
tate, or with prepared calomel. Others require to 
be removed by repeated touches with the lunar cau- 
ftic, or with the knife. 5. Rp 
fiftule and Calculi affeCing the urethra, are parti- 
cularly treated of elfewhere. : heat 
Cancer and Mortification. A cancer may originate 


from a mere pimple rifing on the glans or prepuce, 
which is fometimes the cafe with chimney-iweepers 


afflicted with the foot-wart. It may alfo be pro- 
. duced, by an enlargement, fcirrhofity, or erofion of 
the glans, after the paraphymofis. For’ the reme- 


‘ o > 
dies, fee Cancerated Ulcer. 


Mortification may proceed from continued ftric- — 
| ture 
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‘ture behind the glans. Upon both thefe occafions, 
amputation will become neceflary, and nei be per 
formed thus : 

_ A tourniquet being applied at the upper part of 
bhe penis, make a circular incifion -through the- 
found integuments, juft above the difeafed part; 
then draw back the {kin, and boldly make a fecond 

incifion through the body of the penis; loofen the 
‘tourniquet, and fecure fuch veffels as bleed freely 
with the needle or tenaculum, and ligature. If, 
after lint and comprefs have been applied, blood 
fhould ftill ooze from the furface, a filver canula 
‘muft be introduced into the urethra, anda flip of 
tag wound round the penis. The canula is feldom 
neceffary, except when hemorrhage of this kind 


ptpeens: 


~ 


STONE IN THE BLADDER. 


Stony concretions may be formed in many parts 
‘of the body, but are no where fo frequent as in the 
kidneys and bladder. Both fexes of all ages are 
fubjeét to this complaint, men more than women, — 
children and young perfons moft. It is not the 

bufinefs of this publication to aim at inveitigating 

the remote caufes of this concrete, or why fome 

‘conftitutions are more loaded with it than others ; the 

principal defien throughout being to deferibe the 

fymptoms of ¢ every difeafe which comes under the 

particular cognizance of the furgeon, the obvious 

taufes, ane the: means ‘or! ture: 

Symptoms. The following figns bene rally indi- 
‘cate aftone in the bladder: Great and frequent in- 
‘clination to make urine, and that voided with much 
pain, by drops; fometimes it comes forcibly, and . 
fuddenly ftops, attended and fucceeded by an uncafy 
fenfation in the glans penis, titilation at the end of the 
urethra, and tenefinus, or frequent attempts towards 
‘a ttool. The urineis fometimes very clear much 
‘oftener flimy, gravelly, and loaded with mucus of a 
. Un3 purulent 
. 


ee 


£ 
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‘ y 4 
purulent caft; it is alfo bloody, particularly after 
riding, which exercife generally gives pain to the — 
bladder, urethra, and penis. ‘The patient 1s often 
not able to pafs any urine, except in a lying or — 
kneeling pofture, refting as it were upon his head, — 
and now and then he has a fenfe of the ftone fhifting ~ 
its lodgement; all which fymptoms and fenfations — 
may be produced by inflammation, tumour, ftric-~ 
ture, and hardnefs, at, or near the neck of the blad-) 
der. Particular ftrefs is laid by fome upon the fenfe™ 
of weight being taken off the neck of the ‘bladder,7 
by fitting on a hard feat, or preffure with the fingers) 
on the perineum; but the moft certain method of” 
judging whether there is ar is not a ftone, muft be” 
by fearching ; and even that has proved deceitful,” 
although under the management of the -moft expe-) 
rienced lithotomift. The fymptoms generally in-7 
creafe, according to the fize, furface, number, and © 
weight of the ftones contained in the bladder, and _ 
the irritability of the habit. 4th ae 

Causes. The firft formation of the ftone is moftly 
in the kidney ; afew gravelly particles being there | 
concreted, pafs from thence down the ureter into thes 
bladder, and form the nucleus; which is eradually 
enlarged by the accretion of. fimilar particles, fepa-” 
rated from the urine, and retained in that cavity. 
Coagulated blood, hairs, bullets, needles, fmall” 
pieces of bone, bougies, and other extraneous bo- 
dies, have alio been the bafes, bi 

Cure. Divers medicines have been recommended © 
as folvents to the {tone, moft of which are prepared” 
from an alkali, and taken ina diluted ftate; befides © 
which, medicated infufions and decoétions, mineral 
waters, terebinthinates; lime water, fixed air, mineral 
acids, cauftic alkalies, and neutral falts, have been 
prefcribed; yet no pofitive evidence, of diffolving 
the {tone in the bladder can be produced in favour 
of the moft boafted remedy. That each has its pal- 
liative quality, cannot perhaps be denied; but every” 

fit 


\ 
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fit of the ftone being produced from irritation or 
_ inflammation, bleeding, diluents, opiates, and gen- 
' tle laxatives are to be preferred for that purpofe.- 


Great relief has been attributed to taking no other 


Jiquid than an infufion of dried peach leaves. It isa 


faét, that a reverend acquaintance of the author was 


frequently afficted with violent returns of pain from 


a real ftone in the bladder: he dreaded being cut; 


-butafter having continued taking tl this liquid as com- 


mon drink for feveral months together, and ufed no 


other medicine or liquid than a cuftomary opiate 
and gentle laxative mixture, he was able to ride on 


horfeback upon moft occafions: during the time of 


taking the infufion, he voided much more whitith, 


oravell concrete than before. Preyious to ufing ir, 
os 8 


he had been for near three ‘years much confined at 
home, and was feldom able to bear the motion of 
his chariot. 


The phyfalis alkekengi, or Phat is commonly 
called winter-cherry, has been confidentially taken 


of late by perfons much afflicted with gravelly con- 
crete the. dofe from one {cruple to half a dram 
_twice a day,’ 


But the medicine of greateft repute at this time 


for relief of the ftone ana: oravel, is that which is re- 
commended by Mr. Benj. Colborne, of Bath, who, 


after having long undergone the fevereft tortures, 


without relief from every other medicine of repute, 


firft experienced its happy effects: which cafe, with 


-a variety of others, may be feen in Dr. Falconer’s 


Appendix:to Dr. Dobfon’s Commentary on Fixed 


)Air. The mode of preparing this Mepbitic Alkaline 


Water is more particularly mentioned in that pubhi- 


cation, from which the following is an extract : 


Put two ounces and a half troy weight, or two 
ounces and three quarters avojirdupois, of dry falt of 
tartar, into an open earthen yeffel ; pour thereon five 
full quarts, wine meafure, of the fofteft water, and 


‘Atir them well together with a clean piece of wood. 


VU 3 ) After 
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After ftanding twenty- -four hours, decant as much i 
as will fill the middle part of the glafs machine ‘for 
impregnating water with fixible air, The alkaline | 
liquor is then to be expofed to the ftream of air, as in 4 
common, When the alkaline folution has remained 
in this fituation till the fixible air ceafés to rife, ay 
frefh quantity of the fermenting materials fhould be” 
put into the lower part of the machine, and the folu- | 
tion expofed to a fecond ftream of air, and this proses 
cefs fhould be repeated four times. a 

When the alkaline liquor thall have continued in” 
this fituation about forty eight hours, it will be fit for ‘ 
ufe, and fhould be drawn of into clean pint bottles” 
_clofely corked up, and placed with herr bottoms: q 
upwards in a cool place.» ; 

Two thirds of a pint or more maybe taken 1 in 
twenty-four hours, at times when the ftomach is. 
moft free from aliment. Eight ounces have been, 
taken three times a day; but when fo great a quan- 
tity appears to be neceflary, it is recommended to 
have the alkaline folution made-of double ‘ftrength, 
in which cafe half the quantity will fuffice, In fome 
cafes, twice aday, about noon and in the evening, 
will be {ufficient, and as a preventative, about an 
hour and a half before dinner. ; 

Should it prove cold or flatulent to the ftomachy 
Dr. Falconer recommends a fmall portion of fpirit to 
be added. He alfo fays, that about a fourth part of 
hot milk, efpecially in cold weather, tends to res 
concile i it tO the ftomach. fi 

When the patient is grievoufly affliéted with the” bi 
{tone, extraction becomés a neceflary remedy 5 but 
before the defcription of that operation, it will not 
be improper to notice the previous one, that of 
aicertaining the exiftence of a ftone in the bladdeng 
cachet es: called fearching, , "4 
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SEARCHING FOR THE STONE. 


sil he: operation of fearching,. or founding, is 5 per= 
formed with a folid initramene; called: a’ found; 
which for males, is required to have a long curvar. 
ture, conformable to that of the-urethra; whereas 
for females it may be nearly ftrait. The patting the 
foundiinto the bladder of the male appears to. bea 
trifling operation, but it has fometimes baffled: the 


-moft expert; and dexterity in doing it, is only to, be 


acquired by frequent practice. The dificulty of 
ufing the female found or catheter, 1 is principally, its 
introduétion into the meatus; the paflage -into’ the 


- bladder being fhort and direé&t. 


Sounds thould be of different fizes, Foipabsl) to 
different patients and ages; the very flender ones 
are not fo eafily pafied as thofe of: larger fize, by 
reafon of the interruptions they are liable to meet 
with from the inequalities of the paflage. The mode 
of introducing the inftrument into the bladelees is 
this: 

The patient Eitok po on his jy upon.a table 
of convenient height, with his. thighs properly ele- 
vated and extended, take hold of the penis with the 
left hand, and with the right pafs the found dipped in 
oil, into the urethra, holding the convex part of it 
towards the belly of the patient; -thruft ic gently 
down the paflage, at the fame time drawing forward 
the penis upon the inftrumeutr, till it seaches the bulb 
of the urethra; then turn the found dexteroufly, fo 
as to carry the concave part next the abdomen; and 
without much force pufh it forward into the bladder, 
Sometimes its paflage is ebftructed, by the neck of 
the. bladder; to. get over which, inftead of ufing 


- force, the extremity of the found muft be tilted. up, _ 
Ifit thould not be forwarded: from that direction, - 
withdraw it a little, and pafs the fore finger of the 


Jeft hand propetly oiled into the reétum, by which 
U4 . the 
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the end of the inftrument may be lifted up, and 

eafily flipped into the bladder. , 
Thofe pradclitioners who are not fufficiently filled 

in this operation to make the turn in the proper place, 


may pa{s the inftrument with the concave es to- 


wards the belly. 

The found being entered into the bladder, pats: it) 
recularly from one > fide of it to the other, in fearchof 
the ftone: if it meet with a hard body, ftop, and be | ~ 


convinced Eset and again, till it gives pofitive evi- | 


dence both to the touch and ear, A ftone is fomes 
times imperceptible -from lodging under the orifice 
of the bladder, or ina fold of it; 1f fo, pafs»a finger 
up the rectum, and prefs it againft the neck of the | 
bladder, as it were, towards its 5 fundus, and alter the 
pofition of the body. 

If all the fymptoms concur without: ulceration: or 
induration of the proftate gland, or neck ofi the 
bladder, the fearch ought not to be entirely given up 
after the firft and even the fecond time of trial: Too 
hafty a declaration in a matter of this kind has ‘been 
known to injure the reputation of a practitioner. 
Some authors have laid down rules for judging of the 
fize, fhape, and number of ftones, by the feel with 
the ftaff; but the bufinefs’ is of too difficult a kind to 
admit of each ; therefore they deferve very: little 
attention. 

When a ftone is pofitively difcovered, it will: be 
necefiary to enquire into the ftate of the patient 
with refpect to the probability of fuccefs attending 
the operation. for extra&ting it. The principal ob- 
jection to its immediate performance j is, a fit of the 
ftone in the kidney or bladder, which ought to be — 
clearly removed before the attempt is made. The 
catheter was formerly ufed for fearching, till Mr. 
Sharp recommended the fteel found, which, from _ 
its folidity, renders ienfation much more difting and il 
clear. | 

he patient, when- plethoric, fhould lofe a few — 

ounces 
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ounces of blood, and be kept upon a low diet about 
a week before the operation of lithotomy, and take 
a gentle purge or two with oil and manna, at three 
or four days diftance.. A glyfter ought alfo to be 
adminifteredsearly on the morning of the operation. 
A purge a day or two before, with a glyfter on the 
_ ‘morning, together with a proper regimen for a few 
_ days, is fufficient preparation in moft other cafes. 


LITHOTOMY. © 


'» Cutting for the Stone has, at different periods, been 
performed four different ways. The moft antient 
method is defcribed-by Celfus, and was called Cué- 
ting on the Gripe; it was afterwards more commonly 
known by the appellation of Apparatus Minor, to 
diftinguith it from that invented by fobannes de Ro- 
manis, and publifhed by his pupil Marianus in 1524, 
which was called ./pparatus Major, principally trom 
the number of inflruments made-ufe of therein; the 
Apparatus Altus, fir’ made known by Pierre Franco 
in.1561; and the Lateral Operation invented by 
Frere ‘faques, in 1697. | | 
The Lefer Apparatus, or cutting on the eripe, 
was done by introducing ‘the fore or middle finger 
of the left hand, dipped in oil, into the rectum, in 
fearch of the ftone, at the fame time. prefling 
with: the right hand juft above the pubis, fo as to 
bring the ftone to the neck of the bladder; then 
forcing and retaining it on the left fide of the peri- 
neum, above the anus, an incifion was then made 
to the ftone, which was turned out with the fingers, 
or afcoop: this operation was difficult to perform 
_ when the ftone was beyond the reach of the finger, 
_ for want of a proper direétion ; and the vafa deferen- 
tia, and veficule feminales, muft have been often 
injured, | ayy eats 
The Greater Apparatus. In this mode of cutting, 
a grooved ftaff was paffed into the bladder, and the 
| convex 
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convex part of it was made to project againft the 
left fide of the feam in perinzzo, and» was kept in 
that. pofition by one affiftant, whilft another ‘held up 
the fcrotum. An incifion was made from near the 
bottom of the fcrotum, and continued to ‘within 
about three quarters of an inch of the anus, »in the 
courfe of the ftaff; then turning the back of the 
knife towards the rectum, the point was flipped 
forwards in the groove, a great part of the bulb 
was divided, and the incifion. was continued to the 
proftate gland: the beak to the gorget was then 
placed into the groove of the {ftaff, and pufhed 
through the gland, the reft of the urethra, and the 
neck. of the bladder; thefe parts were’ then dilated 
by the fore-finger, the forceps were introduced, and 
the ftone was extracted. ae) IUROE? 
This. mode of operating was reafonably objected 
to,' on account of making a longer wound. than 
neceflary in the interior parts; the violent diften+ 
tionand laceration of the parts, and the difficulty: of 
extracting Jarge ftones. In confequence of which 
objections, Pierre Franco is faid to have introducéd 
the High Operation. | 
The High Operation. This operation, after hav- 
ing been difcontinued full 150 years, was revived in 

London in 1719, and performed as follows : i 
The patient being properly difpofed upon a table, 
with his head lower than: his breech, fo that the: ab= 
dominal mufcles might be in fome degree relaxed, 
a filver catheter, adapted at one end to a flexible 
Jeathern tube, was introduced into the bladder; the 
wind-pipe of an Indian cock was ufed by Mr, 
Douglafs for this purpofe ; and the ureter. of an ox 
by Mr. Chefelden: either of which was fitted to a 
fyringe ; by means of which apparatus, from eight 
to ten ounces of warm water, or barley water, were 
gently thrown into the bladder.’ As foon as the 
bladder was nearly filled, the catheter. was with- 
drawn, and the penis was immediately tied round, 
to 
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tO prevent the return of ‘the fluid.  Heifter fays, 

that drinking fmall liquors would anfwer the pur-— 
pofe of filling the bladder equally well; if fo, it 

deferved the preference, by acting upon the blad- 

der more regularly than from inje@ion. ~~ 

The bladder being properly diftended, an incifion 

was then made with a-round-edged fcalpel, | from 
three to four inches long, between the. recti and 

pyramidales mufcles, immediately, above the offa 


pubis, gradually diffecting down to the bladder, 


which part was eafily to be felt juft below the mar- 
ein of the pubes at their fymphyfis; then pufhing 
back the peritoneum, together with the inteftines, 
the incifion was continued into the moft prominent 
part of the bladder, The fore-finger was then in- 
troduced, the wound was enlarged by a probe- 
ointed biftoury to the leneth of two or three inches, 
the ligature on the penis was removed, and the for- 
ceps were directed to the ftone bv the fingers of the 
left hand, | : 
This method of operating was given up from the 
‘following objections: the peritonzum was fome-' 
times anavoidably waunded, and the inteftines pro- 
‘ttruded; the urine infinuated itfelf into the cellular 
membrane, and into the cavity of the abdomen, 
when the peritoneum was injured; both which ac- 
cidents were the occafion of bad fores, excoriations, 
inflammation, fuppuration, and finuffes, Befides, 
it was remarked, that few above the age of thirty, 
furviyed the confequences; the diftenfion of the 
bladder was alfo thought injurious. Thefe, and 
other attending ills, introduced the lateral opera- 
tion, which has proved fuccefsful in perfons of all 
ages. Spe Mah i 
_ The Lateral Operation. This was improved by, 
Rau, Chefelden, and others. The inventor, Frere 
‘Jacques, was accufed of being an ignorant necef- 
-fitous monk ; but in fpite of invective, and the viru- 


lent reflections which ingenious and enterprizing men 


were 
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were fubjeé to, at that time of day, it is «acknow- 
Jedged that he practifed latterly with great fuccels.. 
The following 1s the method now purfued : 

The parts being clean fhaved, the patient is laid on 
his back upon a table, about three feet anda half, 
or four. feet in length, two and a half 'in breadth, 
and three feet in height, and is properly fecured by 
fixing the noofe of a broad tape, about a yard and 
a half long, around each wrift, and with it faftening 
the hand, ankle, and foot, of the fame fide, together; 
alfo by further confining him with a double ligature 
paffed under bis hams, and round the back of his~ 
neck; his head is fupported upon a pillow, and one 
or two more. are placed beneath his hips, in order 
to raife the pelvis higher rather than the belly: his 
buttocks are brought “jut over the end of the table, 
an affiftant on each fide keeping his legs and thighs 
fecurely afunder, and a third perfon holding the 
body fteady. 

The operator then paffes the arobvott aff, aati 
takes the opportunity of convincing himfelf and the 
affiftants, or by-ftanders, that’ there is a ftone; he 
then inclines the handle of the ftaff over the right 
groin, fo as to fix the convex part of it againft the 
left fide of the perinzeum, in which pofition it 1s 
held firmly and fteadily, by the right hand of a 
fkilful affiftant; who may, at the fame time, with 
his left hand, fupport the fcrotum. 

The iurgeon being feated in a good light, makes 
his firft incifion through the fkin and fat, beginning 
a little to the left of the feam, and continuing ob- 
liguely along the perinazum, rather below the anus, 
fo as to leave off between that and the tuberofity of 
the ifchium. When the teguments are divided in 
tufficient leneth, on which future convenience de- 
pends, the ‘fore and middle finger of the left 
hand are inferted into the wound, prefling down the 
rectum with one, and opening the worn near the 
feam with the other, 
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» A fecond incifion is then made in the direction 
and line with the firft, through the mufcles, fo as to 
admit of feeling the proftate gland, and the groove 
of the ftaff; at which time it may not be amifs to 
rectify the pofition of that inftrument. ‘Then turn- 
ing the edge of the knife upwards, its point is pafled 
on the fore-finger of the left hand down to the prof- 
tate gland; {till carefully depreffing the rectum 
with the back of it, in order to avoid wounding the 
gut. The edge of the knife being ftill upwards, is 
then pufhed laterally as poffible along the groove of 
the ftaff, inclining the handle rather downwards, 
till the whole, or moft part of the gland is divided ; 
~ which divifion will be rendered more perfect by 
drawing the point of the knife back along the groove 
in the fame line. Others direct the point’ of ‘the 
knife to be carried on the finger, and inferted into 
the urethra, juft beyond the bulb; alfo that the 
divifion' be continued laterally up to thé proftate 
gland only, then to make the further divifion with 
the cutting goreet; inftead of which, when the 
_ gland is divided with the knife; the blunt’ gorget 
may be ufed. — | | 

~ ‘The knife being laid afide, and the beak of the 
gorget being carefully guided by the finger nail into 
the groove of the ftaff, the operator {tanding up, 
takes the handle of that inftrument into his left hand, 
and holding it firm, and with firm refiftance, nearly 
at right angles with the belly of the patient, pufhes 
the goreet along the groove into the. bladder, 
which, if-rightly pafied, is followed by an efflux of 
urine. | u ; 

The ftaff is now withdrawn, and the forceps are 
gently introduced .into the bladder ; but before this 
is done, it is a maxim with thofe who ule, the blunt 
gworget, to pafs the fore-finger of the left hand into 
the bladder, in order to dilate the paffage through 
the neck of the bladder, and, if poffible, difcover the 
fituation of the ftone. The finger withdrawn, a pair — 
a mi of 
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. of proper fized forceps are gently introduced along 
the courfe of the gorget with the blades fhut; the 
gorget is then taken away, if of the cutting kind, 
carefully, and in the direction it was entered. 

As foon as this is done, the forceps are gradually 
opened, moving the upper blade on the inferior 
one, as if it were on the axis, from one fide to the 
other, in fearch of the ftone; which, if found to 
lodge behind the neck of the bladder, that part of 
it is to be elevated by a finger paffed into the 
rectum. 2 

The ftone being fixed in the forceps, they are ~ 
held firm by both hands, the thumb of the left hand 
being placed near the joint, by which means the 
ftone is likely to be preferved whole. The extrac- 
tion fucceeds beft by gradually increafing the necef- 
fary force, and by bearing downwards in the direc- 
tion of the wound. | 

If a large veflel be divided, it will be proper to 
fecure it by needle or tenaculum, before the ftone 
is extracted ; but fuch an accident feldom occurs to 
interrupt the progrefs of the operation. The difi- ~ 
culty of taking up the veffels is moftly owing to the 
external incifion being too ‘confined. - When the | 
vefiels of the proftate gland bleed moderately, | 
dry lint, or-lint dipped in ftyptic, may be applied, 
and held fome hours to the part; otherwife, a. 
pledget of lint, and another of digeftive, will 
fuffice. i: 2 

When the ftone breaks into pieces, they fhould 
be taken away with the forceps; if they. are very 
{mall, the fcoop is to be preferred for that purpofe. 
There are few inftances of more ftones than one, 
when that which is extracted is rough; on.the con- 
trary, if with a polifhed furface, more than one 
may be expected; on which account, the operator 
fhould be ftriétin his examination with the finger, 
or fome convenient inftrument, for others. | 
. Sould the patient be fick or faint after the opera- 
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tion, liehten the bed-cloaths, and admit frefh air ; 
if he complains of pain low down the abdomen, 


‘within two or three hours after, and other fymp- 


toms of inflammation occur, have recourfe to bleed- 
ing, emollient glyfters, faturnine applications, of 
difcutient fomentations, which latter are fometimes 
put into a bladder, and applied warm to the hypo- 
gaftric region. | | 40 | 
When the urine paffes freely through the wound, 
it is a good indication that the deeper parts are in a 
favourable ftate ; fometimes the orifice at the neck 
of the bladder is turgid and contracted, fo much fo 
as to prevent the exit of the urine without the aid 
of the catheter. The patient fhould be kept upon 
low diet for the firft eight days, and a ftool fhould 
be procured by glyfter on the third day, to be re- 


‘peated at difcretion. Slips of plafter fhould be 


applied to the edges of the wound as foon as the 
urine paffes rightly, with comprefs and T bandage. 
As foon as the fymptoms will permit, it will be 
proper for the patient to be raifed in his bed, to 
prevent the lodgment of urine: about the adjacent 
parts. This wound is’treated after the general 
method, except that after the firft dreffing or two, 
it will be neceflary to be guarded againft prefline the 
pledgets in too deeply, or applying them too fuper- 
ficially, both extremes being likely to produce a 
troublefome fore, if not a fittula. | 

Excoriation of the buttocks, &c. may be pre-— 
vented by placing a dry doubled fheet, of proper : 
thicknefs, under them, and occafionally repeating 
it. Linen dipped in oxycrate and brandy, of 
anointing the parts with Goulard’s cerate, or fa- 
turnine ointment, are generally ufeful on fuch oc- 
cafions. ; 

The following circumftances ought to be particu- 
larly attended to by the operator. : io 
<That the incifion through the integuments be 
made large enough, and low down towards the. 
ania tt hae buttock 5. 
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buttock ; alfo that the mufcles be freely divided, to 
obviate the pain and neceflity, of cutting upon the | 
ftone, and to give a free exit to the urine. 

. That the incifion be not made too near the fcro- 
tum, as that is likely to be followed by an inflation of 
the cellular membrane, and fometimes with more 
difagreeable circumftances: fuch as inflammation and 
tumour in the left teftis, and abfcefs in the body of 
it. 

That practical authors are divided in their opinions 
with refpect to retaining a quantity, or difcharging 
the whole of the urine, previous to the operation; 
and as the authorities in either cafe are of equal 
weight, it may reafonably be concluded, that it is 
a matter of no great moment. 

That fome principal operators full perform the 
whole of the incifion with the knife only, and with 
ereat fuccefs; that others prefer the cutting gorget 
to the knife for the latter incifion, PorHales with 
equal advantage. : 

That the opening in the urethra be made near to 
the proftate gland; and that the divifion of that 
body be made as laterally as the pofition of the ftaff 
will admit, in order to avoid injuring’ the rectum, 
the vas deferens or the veficule feminales. _ 

That when the ftone is too big for the opening, 
it will be far preferable to enlarge the incifion . 
through the integuments, mufcles, or r proftate g oland, 
as laterally as poflible; whilft the ftone is brought 
forward and held firm by the forceps, than to rif 
the laceration of the parts. Or when fuch means are 
not practicable, to endeavour to crufh the ftone, and 
remove each particle with the forceps, finger, and 
{coop. 

That inftances have baeeeiien contrary to the re+ 
ceived opinion, where more than one rough ftone 
has been taken from the bladder at one operation, 
and not more than one fmooth one was to. be found. 
Search therefore fhould be indifcriminately made 

imme- 
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immediately after the extraction of evety ftone; 
which may be done with the finger, famale cathe» 
ter, or a convenient folid inftrument. | 

That in the lateral operation the moft remarkable 
parts Wounded ate, the miufculus tran{verfalis, penis, 
the levator ani, and the proftate gland: in the old 
lateral way, or apparatus major, the urethra was 
wounded two inches on this fide the gland, and the 


gorget and forceps were forcibly puthed throtigh the’. 
reft of that paflage, 


EXTRACTION OF THE STONE IN WOMEN. 


Women are probably as much fubjeé& to ftony 
concretions as men; but the urethra is fo fhort and 
dilatable, that {mall ftones will eafily pafs from the 
bladder; and few there are that crow to fuch ‘a fize as 
to require manual] affiftance. 

Females have been relieved from the ftone in the 
bladder, by fimple dilatation of the ‘urethra, with 
gentian root, fpunge tent, and ‘other fuch means. 
Extraction has been performed by fimply paffine the 
goreeret into the bladder, upon the director, difs 
tending the neck with the finger, and introducing 


the forceps. Inftances are recorded wherein the 


bladder was opened through the upper part of the 
vagina, and the forceps were paffed for thé 
ftone through the opening? but fuch nicans have 
been lone laid afide, and the following mode of 
operating is juftly preferred; both for eafe and fafety. 
Let the patient be placed and fecured, as directed - 
in the lateral operation; pafs'a grooved director, or 
ftaff made for the purpote, through the urethra into 
the bladder; hold it firmly in the left hand, with 
the groove placed:io that the cut may be made on 
the left fide, obliquely flanting ; then with the right 
hand, fix the beak of the cutting gorget into the 


_ ‘groove, and pufh the end gently alone into the blader: 


earch for the ftone with the. finger, and extract With 
bii2 bs the 


306 _ PRAGTICAL SURGERY. 


the forceps. Should thé ftone be Jargey arid the 
neck of the bladder be brought forward during ex- 
traction, it muft be releafed, “by. cutting through that: 
part upon the ftone. 

The patient thould be treated, both bee and: 
after the operation, in the manner preferibed for 
the male fubject. The dreffings repeatedly to: be 
applied with cloths dipped in vegeto mineral water? 
in languid habits, warm fomentations are preferable. 


STONE IN THE URETHRA. 


Small ftones are often met with in the urethra, and 
are attended with extreme pain, inflammatory fymp- 
toms, and a partial or total fuppreflion of urine. If 
the obftruction is of long ftanding, and the fymp- 
toms are alarming, every means thould be applied 
for relief as foon as poffible. The patient, if pletho- 
ric, fhould be bled largely, and be repeatedly im- 
merfed in the warm bath; oil or muciaginous in- 
jections muft be thrown up the paffage, and thebaic 
tincture, with effence or wine of antimony, fhould 
be fully adminiftered. By thus relaxing the habit, 
ftones of fome fize have been gently prefied out of 
the urethra. 

When a ftone is abfolutely fixed in fome part of 
the pafflage, it muft be cut upon and extracted. | 
When it 1s felt at the neck of the bladder, the two | 
firft fingers of the left hand are to be introduced 
into the rectum, in order to prefs the ftone forward 
into the urethra, and refit the incifion; which is to . 
be made in proportion through the teguments and 
urethra. ‘The ftone may then be pufhed out by the 


fingers in the rectum, or removed by a fmall pair of 


forceps, probe, fcoop, or hook. When the ftone 
is lodged further into the urethra, it may eafily be 
cut upon, by pulling the fkin over the glans as far 
as poffible making a longitudinal incifion down to 
the ftone in full length, turning it out, and flipping 

: ae the 


PRACTICAL SURGERY. 307 


the fkin back into: its former fituation; by which 
means the urine is faid to be prevented pafling 
_ through the wound, particularly if the incifion be 
made laterally into the urethra, and the wound is 
likely to heal by the firft intention; fome object to 
flipping the fkin forward, as tending to produce the 
very ill it is intended to prevent. ‘i 
When the ftone is fituated near the glans, or the 
opening of the paflage, it may fometimes be preffed 
or picked out. | Pe 
In confequence of fome part of the urethra being 
gegen {tones have been known to lodge in a 
<ind of facculus, formed in the cellular membrane, 
and to increafe confiderably: thefe are to be cut 
upon the whole length of the tumour, and may be 
eafily extracted. Wounds of this kind are known to 
- have healed much fooner, by bringing the edges to- 
gether with the twifted future, pafling a bougie up 
the urethra beyond the incifed part, and retaining it 
“in the paffage for fome time together every day. 
Two fingular inftances of ftones formed in the ure- 
thra, are taken notice of by Mr. Warner, and Mr. 
Gooch, in their ufeful publications of Cafes in 


Surgery. 
| NEPHROTOMY. 


It fometimes happens that ene or more ftones 
form in the pelvis of the kidney, and acquire too 
great a fize to pafs into the ureter; in fuch a 
cafe the pain is fevere, and a dreadful train of 
fymptoms generally enfue. Inflammation and fup- 
puration in the kidney are moftly the confequences, 
and the abfceffes burft externally; from which a 
- quantity of fabulous and ftony particles are dif- 
_. charged. From accidents of this nature, the old 
furgeons fuggefted the operation of cutting through 
the tezuments and myfcles, and directed an opening 
into the kidney itfelf, fufficient to diflodge the fone: 
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But the difficulty of dfcartathing a matter of this Kina! 
as well as the evident danger of fuch an operation, 


forbid fuch enterprifes. 

It is not improbable that moft of the boafted per- 
formances of this kind, have been nothing more 
than the common opening of an abfcefs, which 
formed and pointed in and about the kidney; and 
from which calculous concretions were difcharged or 
extracted. 


OBSTRUCTIONS IN THE URETHRA. 


Descrivrion. This complaint was not long fince 


attributed to a caruncle or flefhy excrefcence grow- 


ing in the paffage; but upon repeated diffections of 
the part, fearce an inftance of the kind has been 
found to exift, except’ a fimall tubercle at the extre- 
mity of the urethra, « Many ftrgeons have confi- 
dered it as an enlargement of that kind of tubercle, 
which is natural, at “the extremities of the vafa de- 
ferentia, and is called verumontanum, or caput gal- 


linaginis: but this does rot explain itfelf in every 


cafe, the impediment being not confined to one 


place. It has been clearly “demonftrated from va-" 


rious diffections, that the moft general caufes are, 
thicknefs and contraction, which affections have hap- 
popes in different parts of the paflage. | 

In this diforder the urine generally comes away in 
a {mall ftream, which gradually leffens, and is fome - 
times forked in its exit; particularly, if the com- 
plaint is fituated near the extremity of the urethra; 
the patients often endeavouring to make urine, and: 


moftly with great pain and difficulty : the difeafe in-. 


creafes by flow degrees, occafions great irritation, 
and fome inflammation, and if not timely relieved, 
will proceed to a total fuppreffion. 


Causes. Chancres, ulceration, and cicatrix; thick- 


nefs, and enlargement of the corpus {pongiofum of 
the urethra, and aioe la the untimely and im- 


proper 
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proper ufe of injections; callofity and. fcirrhofity. of 
the proftate gland, or the neck of the bladder, and 
obftinate gleets; all which moft frequently proceed 
from gonorrhea, or venereal taint, Inflammation 
and ab{cefs may alfo be the .caufes. of fuch obftruc- 
tions. | ) 

Cure. When thicknefs, fcirrhofity, | ftricture,. 
or ulceration, are the caufes, whether originating 
from venereal inflammation or lues, a gentle mer- 
curlal courfe will be neceflary...'The following 
method has been fuccefsful in feveral inftances : 


Hemlock leaves properly dried and powdered, 
or extract of the fame, from four to ten 
grains; calomel finely levigated, “from one to 
two grains; make thefe into {mall pills for 
one dofe to be taken every night at bed time. 


. The decoction of Sarfaparilla, of the woods, or 
of Bark, may.be occafionally given, agreeable to the 
nature of the habit. A gentle purge fhould be now 
and then adminiftered, ‘and the courfe muft be fuf- 

pended if the mouth be much affected, aie 
The proper applications to heal with, or remove 
the obitruction are, the medicated candles, or 
bougies. The diftenfion and compreffion which they 
are intended to keep up at the part affected, may be 
increafed by gradually altering the fize. This in- 
ftrument when extremely fmall, may be made to pafs 
through the moft contracted part, by frequent 
gentle applications, fuch as turning it round or 
flowly paffing it forward, and gently prefiing the end 
of it again{t the obftruction. It will fometimes re- 
quire a little force to overcome the impediment, 
which ought to be exerted or not, according to the 
degree of irritability in the paflage; and in fuch in- 
ftances, the bougie muit be of a middling fize. 
When the partis a little inured to the application, it 
may be fuffered to remain fome time in contact with 
the difeafed part, the benefit increafing in proportion 
X 3 te 
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to the length of ‘time it can be retained fo, without. 
exciting much irritation. Mia | ; 
Bougies are made of different fizes, from that of 
the knitting needle up to the large .catheter: they 
were formerly made with wax, and a wick in. the 
middle, after the manner of candles, but the beft 
are compofed of pieces of fine rag dipped in a mix- 
ture of common ‘plafter made with the pureft ‘oil, 
and a portion of fine wax fufficient to give it a 
proper confiftence, then rolled up in due form and 
fize. teen | 13 955% 
The elective quality of ulcerating or healing, 
which was ridiculoufly attribute to Daran’s bougies, 
can never be admitted; yet experience. has proved, 
that Lallier’s, of Rathbone-place, are much eafier 
to be borne than. others, and in fome inftances 
have been more efficacious; particularly in an ob- 
ftinate cafe of ftricture in three different parts of the 
urethra, which twice within the fpace of three 
months had been attended with inflammation, “ex- 
treme pain, and total fuppreffion ‘of urine. The pa- 
tient was each time with difficulty relieved, by re- 
peated bleeding, warm bathing, (enemas and 
opiates, alfo mucilaginous’ and diluent drinks. ° 
The ufe of bougies ‘of the moft bland kind, had been 
attempted feveral'times to no good purpofe. After 
the fecond inflammation had abated, Lallier’s bougies ~ 
were gradually introduced, and in about three weeks 
were worn with the greateft eafe, and in little more> 
than three months every obftruction was removed. 
A very fmall catgut has been fometimies introduced 
preparatory to thé bougie. . pHi LY 
Sometimes the bougie occafions too much irritas 
tion, fo'as to excite a copious fecretion of mucus’; - 
when this happens, its ufe fhould be difcontinued, ‘at 
Jeaft for a time. _ There are inftancés and times when 
even the introduction gives intolerable’ pain, whence 
it muft appear that the ufe of this profitable inftrument 
‘requires great care and management. Bougies charged 
| a with 


2 
- 
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awith efcharotics were formerly ufed; but as. they were | 


safed without either rier ‘or stiide, and-were not 
‘{trictly confined to t 
difrepute. Great objections therefore were made to 


e difeafed part, they fell into 


the ufe of the cauftic, yet it is well known, under 
proper management, to have been efficacious in 
fome of the moft dangerous cafes. The late Mr. 
John Hunter, a furgeon of the greateft eminence, 
to whom the world is indebted for many difcoveries, 
‘contrived an inftrument for the fafe: conveyance of 
the lunar cauftic to the part affected only, and in his 
valuable Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe, has given 
the following directions for this bold practice, - 
When a bougie,can readily pafs, there 1s no caufe 


for ufing any other method. ‘The cauftic may prove 


neceffary when the ftricture is too tight to allow of 
the fmalleft bougie to pafs, or where. the paflage is 


quite obftructed; particularly when the urine has 


burft through the urethra in very agli of an ob- 
literated paflage. | | 
A.piece of lunar catiftic {craped to a proportioned 


fhape and ‘fize, is fixed in a {mall port-crayon 
fattened to a wire, ‘this'is introduced through a ftraic 
or flexible canula previoufly paffed up the urethra, as 

far as the: ftriéture. The: application of the cauftic 
‘need not‘to be longer than a ‘minute, and it may 


be repeated every, or every \other day, allowing 
time for'the flough to come off; -or for an abatement 


of the inflammation, irritation and fpafm brought on 


by the ufe of the cauftic, which often occafions ‘a 


‘total fuppreffion of urine fora time; againit which, 
vali the means commonly ufed on Sock: occafions to 


procure ‘relief, muft be employed, If the patient 


‘can make water immediately after the ufe of the cau- 


ftic, it will be proper to wath away any particle of 
cauftic that may “have diffolved in the paflage ; 


yvater injected into the urethra will not do quite fo 


el . 
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Inflammation and abfcefs, are to be treated after 
the method generally prefcribed under thofe articles, 
except, that in thefe parts, it is the duty of the fur- 
geon to difcharge the matter as foon as it appears to 
be formed, 


SUPPRESSION OF URINE, 


This diforder may arife from yarious caufes, and 


js moftly alarming and dangerous. From compref- 


fion at the neck of the bladder, through pregnancy, 


or adjoining tumour; want of energy in the accela- 


tores. mufcles, and weaknefs of the bladder from 


over diftenfion ; ; under which circumftances, the ca- 


theter is generally ufed with fuccefs; irritation or 


\f{pafm, from ftones in the bladder, or urinary 


paflages, ulceration, mobid thicknefs or ftricture 


thereof; and what is moft terrible of all, inflamma- 
_tory ftri€ture, which is .;commonly attended with 


extreme pain. Should repeated bleeding, opiates 


in large dofes, injections, the. warm bath, _ and 


fuch like treatment prove ufelefs, andevery. attempt 
to pafs the catheter be of no effect, the only re- 
fource is, provided the bladder be painfully dif- 
tended, to make an opening into the bladder: the 
diftenfion may be. pofitively afcertained by a round 


-tumour to. be felt juft above the ofia pubis, Some 


{uppreflions originate in the kidnies and ureters, on 
which occafions the bladder is moftly empty, and its 


~-neck is much conftricted, 


Surgeons are divided in their opinions with re- 
{pect to the moit proper part for, perforating the 
bladder; fome are for, doing it juft above the 
fymphyfis pubis, others prefer pafling the trocar juft 
above, and a little to the left of the proftate gland; the 
perforation is alfo advifed to be made through the 
reclum, or through the vagina, _ 

The biglier operation is recommended by. Mr. 


Sharp, 
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Sharp, ‘in preference to that in perineeo, becaufe 
of the \difficulty which he fays there is. in guiding 
theinftrument mto the bladder, and the danger of 
keeping the canula the neceffary time, in a part fo 

rach inflamed and thickened: but experience 
proves, that the inconveniences are not fo great in 
that .refpect as they are reprefented, and that the 
urine paffes off more freely by the perineum, than 
above the pubis: alfo, that the canula may be 
lodged, occafionally taken out to be cleaned, and 
‘evince ied with no great difficulty, atthe nferiel? ori- 
fice. 

The different operations are thus performed. 

That. above the ofia pubis, by making an in- 
cifion two inches’ long, through the teguments and 
‘mufcles, and perforating the bladder with the tro- 
car, about aninch, or rather more, above the fym- 
phyfis. ©The perforation with the trocar has been 
made with equal fafety in that. part, without pre+ _ 
--wlous incifion.. The canula is ordered to be not, 
‘more than two inches in length; if longer, it is 
dikely to injure the bladder when collapfed; if 
‘fhorter, it will be difficult to keep it in the blad- 
der: once in three days it will require to be cleaned ; 
to do which, a ftout probe fhould be paffed through 
its hollow part, upon which the canula may be rea- 
dily withdrawn and replaced; ~The canula. is alfo to 
‘be faftened round: the belly with tapes, \ paffed 
through the rings at its verge, 

To puncture the perineum, which mode is pre- 
. ferred ta the former, an incifion is firft made 
through the integuments, at a moderate diftance 
from, and parallel with the feam, juft beyond the 
bulb of the urethra, and the trocar is to be inferted 
rather to the left of and a little above, the proftate 
gland; taking care to avoid wounding the urethra, 
an the parts Mac hiphy lie behind the neck of the blad- 
der. Mr. Bell has contrived a certain method of 
difcovering the immediate entry of the trocar sa 

O54 , the 
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the bladder, by forming a deep groove in that in- 
ftrument, from its point up to the handle, through 
which the urine appears at the moment: the inftru- 
ment has entered the cavity. The-canula is here 
- alfo to be left fecured and removed, as ‘before. 

Perforation may be eafily performed through the — 
rectum, but can hardly be done without either injury - 
to the ‘veficule feminales, vafa deferentia, or ure- 
ters, all which lie at the back part of the ineck of 

the bladder. 

-- Whenwomen are troubled with {uppreffion of urine, 

and cannot be relieved by any other means, perforas 
tion is to‘be made through the vagina, iby introduc- 
ing the left fore-finger into that part, and directing 
the trocar uponit, to a prominent part ofithe blad- 
der, neareft to the mouth of the vagina, . As the 
canula is tobe left in: the opening,’ “it fhould be 
faftened by*tapes to the. 'T. bandage, made to pafs 
over both’the Jabia.: 

It will notbe i improper ; inthis place to notice the 
ready ufe of the catheter with women. | There is 
a particular delicacy required, on certain occafions, 
in paffing this inftrument, which every/male :practi-_ 
tioner. fhould be able to: comply with, and: carries 
with it great recommendation: viz. the introdu@ion 
of it into the meatus urinarius, without expofing the. 
parts. ‘This may be acquired with a little practice, 
by paffing the end of ‘the ‘catheter along the finger 
of the left hand, to the point immediately below the 
_ clitoris; the opening of ‘the urethra lying about a 

fingers breadth below that part near the: verge of 
the a : 
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- PART THE FOURTH. 


a 
INCONTINENCE OF URINE. 


THE neck of the bladder may be fo injured or 
weakened, as to lofe its retentive faculty.” It is 
fometimes a fymptom of ftone arifing ‘from irrita- 
tion ‘and ftimulus, which ‘is to be relieved by muci- 
laginous kiquors, ‘emulfions, and opiates: ‘it may 
proceed-alfo from a paralyfis m the {phincter weficz, 
for which ‘bark and fteel, ‘and cold applications, 
have been. ufed with faccefs: repeated applications 
of ‘blifters over the ‘os facrum have »alfo “proved 
eifectual. Tn fuch’cafes, or when it proceeds from 
Jaceration of the parts in the extraction of the fone, 
_ the-yugum, or yoke, invented by Nuck, will have 
wood effect: “A fteel trufs, formed for comprefiing © 
the urethra in perinzo, is alfo recommended by 
Nuck: and others: ‘Where preffure would ‘be in- 
‘jurious, ‘@ kind of flat urinal, made hollowing ‘to 
‘the thigh, ‘has been ‘worn with advantage: 

_ Women are alfo fubjeét to this* inconvenience 
from like-caufes, but with them it moft frequently 
originates from difficult'labours. Peffaries made of 
fpunge, or fome light ‘wood, and paffed up_ the 
vagina, ‘have anfwered well; where preflure was 
allowable. gaia | 


IMPER~ | 
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IMPERFORATE ANUS. 


Infants are fometimes without the natural open- 
ing at the anus; in which cafe, if one be not foon 
formed, the meconium will excite gripes, vomit- 
ings, {welled belly, convulfions, and death. When 
the part where the opening fhould be has the 
mark of cicatrix, or is covered with a thin mem- 
brane, protruded by the contents of the gut, \ an 
incifion fhould be made about an inch in length 
with an impofthume lancet, or fcalpel. If the part 
be clofed up by a thick flefhy fubflance, or there 
be no mark for direction, the operation 1s both 
dificult and hazardous, efpecially if the rectum 
fhould terminate high ups towards the facrum, fear 
the bladder, or the vagina. 

In an obftruétion of this kind, an incifion fhould 
be made fufficiently large, through the integuments ; 
if the feces do not follow, the finger i is tO be paffed — 
into the wound in fearch of the rectum, and a tro- 
car, or narrow-bladed fcalpel, is to be carefully 
directed up to the termination of the gut, upon the 
point of the finger, carrying the edge. of the knife 
towards the os facrum, for fear of wounding: the 
bladder in males, and the vagina in females. - 

Doffils of lint thould be repeatedly introduced, 
of proportionate thicknefs and fufficient length, The 
perforation may be eafily kept open in flight cafes, 
but if it be made high up, it will require the utmoft 
care and attention, “for feveral months, to preferve 
the aperture. A large filver or leaden pipe, fpunge 
tent, gentian root, and fuch like applications, have 
been ufed for this purpofe ; but the diftenfion and 
irritation occafioned by them give great pain; pro- 
per fized doffils of lint therefore are the beft means 
for perfecting this work, and may be praia iby 
fuitable comprefs and bandage, 


PRO= 
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PROLAPSUS ANI. 


| Description. The rectum is fometimes partly 
inverted, both in adults and children ; which com- 
plaint is termed a prolapfed anus. ‘This part may 
be protruded to a great length, is often very pain- 
ful, and appears with a dark flefhy afpeét. When 
the diforder is of long ftanding, and the patient is | 
of a relaxed habit, the difficulty lies in keeping it 
up after reduction, and preventing its return upon 
going to ftool. The prolapfed part may fometimes 
remain a long time expofed, without incurring bad 
confequences, but from neglect of reduction, it is 
liable to inflame, fwell, and mortify, and has been 
known to fuffer an entire feparation at the verge of 
the anus. Inftances are recorded of the whole be- 
coming cancerous. 

Causes. Weaknels, and relaxation of the fphinc- 


ter mufcle, dyfentery, piles, tenefmus, difficult la- 
‘bours, coftivenefs, or whatever may ftimulate the 
rectum to violent action. | 


Cure. The prolapfed part ought always to be 
reduced as foon as poffible; and it may be eafily 
done, when there is neither tumour nor inflamma- 
tion attending it. ‘The patient being placed on a 
bed, in a prone pofture, with his buttocks raifed 


. higher than his body, the furgeon fhould force up 


the protruded end with one hand, whilft he preffes 
in that part which is next the anus with the fingers 
of the other. If it be fwelled and inflamed, ap- 


ply cloths repeatedly dipped in camomile infufion 
‘and milk, or weak faturnine water, emollient cata- 


plafms, &c. bleed alfo, and order cooling medi 
cines and low ‘diet; and poftpone every attempt to 
reduce, till the fymptoms are removed. 

When relaxation is the caufe, the beft means for 
preventing relapfe, are thick comprefies and the ‘T 
bandage; alfo, aftringent injections made with a 
decoétion 
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decoétion of oak, or pomegranate bark: the trufs, 
invented by the late Mr.,Gooch,.of Norfolk, or 4 
 fmall lump of plafter properly formed and wrapped . 
up in. a. foft rag, may be. applted externally, an 
fecured with comprefs and bandage... | 
The bark and chalybeates fhould be adminiftered 
internally, together with cold bathing. When the 
diforder is produced by dyfentery and tenefmus,, the. 
- ftarch glyfter, with thebaic tincture, or tincture of 
opium, are proper; if by, piles, or coftivenefs, the 
remedies calculated to relieve thofe complaints. 


TUBERCLES AND EXCRESCENCES IN AND ABOUT | 
| THE ANUS, ‘ 


Thefe tumours frequently infeft the lower part 
of the rectum, and are denominated according to 
their figure and fize; among which are ranked, the 
condyloma, ficus, crifta, fungus, &c. They ge- 
nerally form on the cuticle, ate of a pale white, or 
reddifh colour, and are fometimes broad and flat; 
at other times grow out like warts, &c. in procefs 
of time they get connected with the cutis, and even | 
the fubjacent mufcles. anh 

They are moft commonly caufed by a difcharge 
of vitiated ichor, or purulent matter, and’ are par- 
ticularly obfervable about the private parts of both 
men and women that are affected with gonorrhea, 
or lues. Ss, 

If {mall, and not much comprefied at their bafis, 
a flight infperfion of favin leaf powdered, alone, or 
mixed with a {mall portion of calomel, or gentle 
touches with lunar cauftic, will often prove effec- 
tual; but the beft and readieft method of cure is, at 
once to remove them by excifion, and to touch the. 
part from which they were extirpated with lunar 
cauftic. A gentle alterative mercurial courfe will 
be neceffary, when they arife from venereal affec- 
tion. | | 
‘HAEMOR- 
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HAEMORRHOIDS, OR PILES. = | 
Description. When the veins in and about the 
rectum are diftended with, or difcharge blood, they. 


produce the complaint which goes under. the de-— 
nomination of piles ; and it is diftinguithed into two 


‘kinds, the bemorrhotdes cece, or blind piles, and 


the apertz, or open piles. : 
The blind piles are called fo when the veins are 
fo much diftended with blood, as to refemble and 
equal the.fize and fhape of peas, grapes, walnuts, 
or even pullet’s eggs; they are alfo of a longitudinal 
form, .appear livid, and. feel like little bladders ; 
they are fometimes..foft and flaccid, and give but 
lictle pain; at other times, tenfe and inflamed, tor- 
menting the patient.in great degree. 

The open piles are, when thofe fwellings burft 


and difcharge a quantity of blackifh grumous blood, 


preceding or fubfequent to the faces, fometimes 
the diftenfion and irritation are fo great as. to pro- 
duce painful and obftinate ftricture. After the burft 


is over, the difcharge is more red, and changes to 


‘a ferous and flimy ftate, the continuation. of which 


is apt to impair the ftrength, and fometimes occa- 
fions a hectic or cachectic habit. _ 

The common fymptoms of this complaint are, a 
dull heavy pain in the head or loins, vertigo, a 
general liftleffnefs, painful forenefs and itching at 
the fundament, all which: pafs off as foon as. the 
veffels burft. If the piles have remained fome time 
diftended before they difcharged their contents, they 
become firm, flefhy-like tubercles, or tumours, 
bearing a dufky appearance. ps 

Notwithftanding the fuggeftions of fome very 


refpectable authors, the hemorrhoids muft be reck- 


oned falutary, in certain degrees, particularly. in 
atrabilious and plethoric habits, and the vie of 
repellents, or too powerful refrigerants, maybe pro- 

| | ductive: . 


- 
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duétive of much mifchief. When they are fimply 
caufed by comipreffion from obftruéted faeces, or 
an adjoining tumour, as foon as the. caufe is re- 
moved, the effect will ceafe; but when the cém- 
plaint is conftitutional, temporary relief only is to 
be had, and that feldom without hemorrhoidal dif. 
‘charge or topical bleeding. Inftances are recorded 
of a regular monthly difcharge from piles for feveral 
years together, in the male fubjedt. 

In weak or grofs habits, ic will be fometimes 
neceffary to check this, otherwife falutary difcharge, 
particularly when the tubercles bleed fo profufely” as 
to threaten dropfy, or cachexy. In cafes of this 
kind, they are fometimes fituated fo high up the 
rectum as to be inacceffible to common means. 

Causes. Compreffion from indurated feces, cof- 
tivenefs, geftation, fcirrhous, or other tumours:in 
or near the rectum ; fedentary and high living, con- 
ititutional plethora, &c. alfo, concretion at the 
fphincter ani on the protruding pile or tubercle, 
which occafions great torture. 

Curt. The blind piles, arifine from the three 
firft caufes, are generally relieved by gentle laxa- 
tives, fuch as cream of tartar, and wafhed flowers 
of fulphur, with electuary of caffia; fulphur troches, 
with nitre, Oc. internally : externally, a liniment 
made of fimple ointment, one ounce; and oil of 
box, once fcruple, or with Goulard’s cerate ; poul- 
tices with white bread, or linfeed meal, with or 
without laudanum, or a folution of opium in water 
may alfo be applied. When {tiff,‘inflamed, or ex- 
ceedingly painful, topical bleeding with leeches, or 
fcarification with the lancet, is highly ufeful, and 
if the parts feel heated, fitting upon a hard feat 
vives comfortable relief. If the tumours erow fd 
large as to obftruct the paflage of the feces, create 
great pain, and are fituated within reach, extirpa+ 
tion will be neceffary, otherwife they may degene« 
rate into ulcer or fiftula; in doing which, the liga+ 

} ture 
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ture is to be preferred. When the bafis is broad, if 
poffible the double ligature fhould be paffed through, 
and tied diftinétly as on the fcirrhous tonfil. 

When the hemorrhoidal difcharge is too copious, 
or {fo frequent in its return, as to reduce the patient 
extremely, cooling and diluting medicines with the 
infufion, decoction, or juice of yarrow, the juice 
of nettles, decoction of bark with fpirit of vitriol, 
and aftringent injections, little in quantity, and often 
repeated, are likely to-be efficacious. Should this 
kind of treatment fail, a filver or leaden tube 
wrapped round: with foft rag, is recommended to be 
inferted into the gut, as is alfo the appendicle of the 
blind gut of fome fmall animai, to be thruft up the 
inteftine in the flaccid ftate, then filied, by means of 
a fyringe with cold water, and tied quite tight at the 
open end; a picce of hog’s gut, tied up at one end, 
may be made to anfwer the fame purpofe, towards 
compreffing the bleeding veffels that are feated high 
up the rectum; but fuch as are within reach fhould 
be fecured by the tenaculum and ligature. 


FISTULA; “ear to, andin thé ANUS. 


Description. The appellation of fiftula fhould 
be confined to finuous callous ulcers, but its ufe is 
further extended to colleftions of matter formed 
upon the buttocks, and about the rectum; which, 
from that part being loofely enveloped with cellular 
and adipofe membrane, are too apt to form finuous 
ulcers.. Diforders of this kind have different ap- 
pearances and confequences, according to the nature 
of the patient’s habit, and may juftly be divided into 
two kinds, the incomplete, and the complete. 

The incomplete, or abfcefs kind, attacks the 
patient under various forms; and by neglect, mifma- 
nagement, or fome conftitutional caufe, may in time 
become truly complete. | wre 
One fpecies of this kind makes its attack in form. 
of a phiegmon, or circumf{cribed tumour; is at-— 
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tended with much inflammation, foon fuppurates, 
and is commonly critical. 5 TERS ee 

Another begins with inflammation, which fpreads 
about fuperficially ; the part is not much tumefied, 
the {kin appears of a dufky eryfipelatous colour, the 
cellular membrane becomes floughy, and yields but 
little matter. | | 

A third is more formidable, and wears a gan- 
grenous afpect. The cellular and adipofe mem- 
brane are both much affected, the fkin appears of 
a dufky red, and the whole of the teguments are 
but little fwelled, give no great refiftance to pref- 
fure, and form into diftinét loofe fwellings, fome- 
what refembling the anthrax or carbuncle. The 
fymptoms at firft are, great thirft and reftlefinefs, 
frequent chilly fits, with a full jarring pulfe; in 
the progrefs of the difeafe, a numb, aching, fhoot- 
ing -pain in the part, attended with inceffant watch- 
ing; the urine is dark and turbid, the pulfe becomes 
quick,. weak, and unequal, and the ftrength de- 
clines greatly. The intesuments are gangrenous and 
floughy throughout the difeafed part, a {mall quan- 
tity of matter forms fuperficially, and fometimes a 
deep feated fore. | 

It often happens that this complaint has great in- 
fluence on the bladder, vagina, urethra, and reétum; 
creating ftraneury, dyfury, diarrhea, and tenefmus., 
Sometimes an abundance of pus and deep floughs 
are formed about the rectum, with moderate fymp- 
toms; at other times, a flight hardnefs only is to 
be perceived near the anus, which fuppurates gra- 
dually and painfully, and breaks with a {mall open- 


ing, difcharging more or lefs matter, of good or» 


bad quality, according to the caufe and conftitution. 


In fome inftances, the matter borders clofe upon 
the rectum, perineum, or membranous part of the 
urethra, and pervades them in one or more places. 
It has alfo been known to form high up in the pel- 
vis, near to the os facrum in vénereal cafes ; and to 
| 5 com- 
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communicate ‘with the proftate eland, producing 
great mifery to the patient. An abfcéfs is fome- 
times formed near the anus, and makes its way 
through the gut only, remaining entire externally, 
in which ftate it is called the blind internal fiftula. 
Thus far relates to the defcription of finuous ab- 
{ceffes in thofe parts; which are vulgarly termed 
fiftulze, » | Maki 

‘The true complete fiftula’ is a deep feated, nar- 
row, callous fore, or finus, difcharging a thin, acrid 
fanies; and moft commonly proceeding from negleé&, 
intemperance, mifmanagement, or a bad habit. 
When it takes its rife from a fore formed near the 
vertebra of the loins, the pfoas mufcle, or os fa- 
crum, and is’ the effect of lues, fcrofula, &c. 
forming finuffes' round and’ into the reétum, and 
burfting at the ‘anus, it too often proves deftructive. 

Causes. Fever, yariolous matter, hemorrhoids, 
hard-riding, intemperance, difeafed proftate gland 
or urethra, and a bad habit, the true ‘fiftula is moftly 
caufed by neglect or bad management. Lisiaebaaht 

Cure. No particular method of treatment can be 
laid -down as fuitable to every ftate of this diforder. 
Abfceffes forming about: the parts fubject thereto, 
are not eafily to be difperfed, neither is it advife- 
able in moft cafés to make the attempt, as they 
commonly afford neceflary relief to the habit. The 
principal bufinefs of the furgeon then is, to regulate 
‘the inflammation, affift fuppuration, difcharge the 
matter by a timely incifion, open finuffes, and heal 
from the bottom. 

If the tumour is of the phlegmon kind, and: the 
fymptoms are violent, which is generally the cafe 
in fanguineous ‘conftitutions, bleeding and gentle 
evacuations will be proper, and the common poultice 
fhould be repeated every four or fix hours; and as 
foon as fuppuration is complete, an opening fhould 
be made of fufficient extent. : 

If the fkin of the difeafed part is of a yellowifh 

Y 2 caft, 
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aft, which is moftly the cafe in bilious habits, and 
the inflammation has fpread wide with no great tu- 
mour, evacuations are not neceffary. If it has a 
dufky appearance, the integuments become foft and 
pappy, and have but little fenfe of feeling, attended 
with languor, drowfinefs, &c. as mentioned in the 
defcription, which moftly happens to aged perfons 
and fcorbutic or debilitated habits ; alfo, when the 
difeafe arifes from intemperance, evacuations are im- 
proper ; inftead thereof, cardiacs, the bark and red 
wine, and warm cataplafms, become neceflary. 

- The ftrangury, and dyfury are to be relieved, by 
bleeding, if the ftate of the patient’s conftitution | 
will permit, by nitre with gum arabic, or compound 
powder of tragacanth, mucilage of gum arabic and 
fyrup of marfh-mallows in equal parts, folution of 
foluble tartar with manna in the almond emulfion, 
laxative glyfters, and the like. 

In retention of urine, bleeding, and the foregoing 
remedies are neceffary; alfo opiates, bladders of 
warm water applied to the pubis and perineum, the 
warm bath, oily, and anodyne glyfters, &c. Little 
good is to be expected from the ufe of the catheter 
during the inflamed ftate, or violent fpafm at the 
neck of the bladder, | 

If attended with a tenefmus, a gentle laxative with 
oil and manna, anda few drops of laudanum, may 
be now then adminiftered ; alfo a thin ftarch glyfter 
with the fame drops, or opium diffolved. 

_ In cafe of piles, or obftinate coftivenefs, bleeding 
and a cool regimen, ripe fruit, laxative oily gly{- 
ters, the emulfion with foluble tartar, and frequent 
application of the common poultice, with or without 
a folution of opium, will be ferviceable. 
. Should the patient be afflicted with a troublefome . 
diarrhea, give the ftarch mixture or decoction of 
burnt hartfhorn with an additional quantity of gum, 
tincture of opium, powdered rhubarb, and the like. 
_ As foon as fuppuration is complete, a free open- 
4 ing 
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ing fhould be made with the knife or lancet, down > 
to the feat of the abfcefs. ely 

If the inteftine be much denuded, or eroded by 
the matter, which may be difcovered by pafling’ the 
finger up the rectum, and the probe externally by 
the fore, it will be neceffary to lay both cavities into 
one ; by dividing the gut with the biftoury, from 
the upper part of the abfcefs where the matter 
formed, or at leaft from the eroded part of the in- 
teftine downward, through the verge of the anus. 

The curved probe pointed knife, or biftoury with 
a narrow blade, is the moft convenient .inftrument 
for this purpofe ; which being introduced into the 
finus, whilft the fore-finger of the other hand is up the 
inteftine, the point is to be paffed through the open- 
ing, if there be one, (if not, one may with little | 
force be made) and received by the finger in the 
rectum, and directed downward by it, fo as to di- 
vide the whole extent with the edge of the knife, 
from the part where the point entered, through the . 
verge of the anus. Thus, by a fimple and direét 
incifion, the cavity of the finus and inteftine will, 
_ with great facility, be laid into one, and will moftly 

anfwer the purpofe of a radical cure equally well as 
when part of the gut was removed, which was -the 
method formerly practifed, and is ftill perfevered 
in by fome country furgeons. 

The fame means will alfo prove effectual when 
_ the fore has burft of itfelf, and the gut is denuded, 
or fo perforated that the matter difcharges itielf, 
both by the anus, and the orifice of the fore. | 

How far preferable this ‘method to what is laid 
down by Le Dran, Chefelden, and other practi- 
tioners, who conceived it to be abfolutely impoffible 
to cure a fiftulous abfcefs in ano, without extirpating 
a part of the inteftine: firft drawing out and-re- 
taining the parts for excifion, by means of forceps, . 
looped probes, and ligatures, and ufing probe fcif- 
fars and torturing inftruments ta operate with, 

3 3 The 
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The three diftinétions made in this complaint are 
the blind external, the blind internal, and the com- 
plete ; which expreffions meant to fignify little more 
than the burfting or difcharge by one or more ori- 
fices through the fkin only, through the inteftine 
without an orifice in the fkin, or through both fkin 
and inteftine. The firft and laft are eafily to be 
difcovered; the fecond, or blind internal, by mat- 
ter iffuing with the ftool, and on preffure ; alfo, by 
the expulfion of air from the feat of the fore into 
the inteftine, which is perceptible both to the touch 
and the ear. The feat of fuch an abfcefs may again _ 
be difcovered, when the tumour 1s fubfided, by 
difcolouration in the fkin and a kind of hardnefs, 
which a careful examiner can readily inveftigate by 
the touch. ‘The hollow being thus difcovered may 
be fafely plunged into with an impofthume lancet; 
after which it becomes complete, and is to be treated 
as before directed. Sometimes, efpecially when the 
adipofe membrane is foughy, and the fkin is worn 
thin, inftead of there being one opening only, fe- 
veral will be formed, all uniting in one cavity, though 
frequently miftaken for as many finuffes. When the 
openings are few, it will anfwer very well to lay 
them into one another, obferving to remove the 
_ angular points, and make a longitudinal incifion as 
before down the inteftine ; but if the fkin be loofe 
or tattered, with many openings, it will be neceffary 
- to remove the whole of the difeafed intecuments. 

In all thefe cafes, the dreffings fhould be of the 
mildeft nature, and fhould not be crammed into the 
fore : a foft pledget of lint fhould be placed between 
the edges both of the external wound and of the — 
cut, if divided, and a pledget of foft lint or tow 
fpread with a bland cerate over all: afterwards a 
thin comprefs, and the T bandage: : 

In the complete fiftula, as here reprefented, pro- 
ceeding from diftempered habit, neglect, uncleanli- 
nefs, and intemperance, it will be neceflary to cor- 

rect 
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_ xect_or remove their general caufes before the furgi- 
cal part can be regularly undertaken. As foon as 
this is done there will be a vifible alteration in the 
afpect of the fore and in the difcharge. The finuffes 
ought then to be divided in fuch a manner as to pre- 
vent a.lodgment of matter, and the longitudinal 
opening may be made down the rectum. The cal- 
lous parts in the finufles. may be fearified with the 
knife or lancet, and red precipitate rubbed fine, and 
mixed up in moderate proportion with a foft digef- 
‘tive or cerate, fhould be {pread on {oft lint, and ap- 
plied thereto. If from a number of openings, or 
from the flabby, rageed, or indurated ftate of the 
edges near the anus, there can be no likelihood of 
healing foundly, fuch a portion as tends to impede 
the curative procefs, muft be removed. 

The dreffings fhould in general be light, eafy, and 
fuppurative, and be repeated twice a day, or occa- 
fionally after a ftool; to regulate which latter parti- 
» cular, a dofe of rhubarb will be now and then of ufe, 


_ The fuppurative procefs alone may be applied for 


a few days in the.complete kind, and will tend to 
bring the difeafed parts into a more regular ftate, 
Fungus in the finus, as elfewhere, muft be kept 
down by the lunar cauttic, 

Age, ftrength, conftitutional or incidental difeafe 
fhould be particularly attended to, and reft and re- 
gimen muft be enforced. Dyfeafes of this kind 
~ happening in cache¢tic, ftrumous and venereal ha- 
bits, are in general rather difficult of cure: but 
-when they proceed from fores formed high up in 
the pelvis, they may be for a time palliated, but are 
moftly productive of a fatal decline. 


FISTULA i# PERINZO, 


Description. In this complaint is comprehended, 
not only the finuous and callous ulcer in perinzo, 
"but alfo fores which open into the bladder, {crotum, 
| —¥4 _ and 
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and penis, difcharging urine and matter, and being 
more or lefs hard, tumefied, and painful. Le Dran, 
in Obf. LX XVIII. gives an inftance of fuccefsful 
treatment, wherein the fcrotum and perineum were 
much indurated and enlarged, full of fiftulous ulcers 
and finuffes, difcharging a mixture of pus and urine ; 
and where the callofity in the part from whence. 
the urine firft burft forth, was full two inches thick, 

This diforder were of times confequent to the 
bruifing and laceration of the parts after the opera- 
tion of lithotomy in the old way, but feldom oc- 
curs after the lateral operation. 

Causes. Wounds, lacerations, and all fuch kind 
of injury done to the urethra and neck of the blad- 
der; obftructions of long ftanding; inflammation 
and abfcefs; gonorrhea virulenta; callofities and 
ulcerations in and about the proftate gland from ve- 
nereal infection, &c. 

Cure. When this complaint takes its rife from 
obftruction in the urethra, the bougie is particularly 
neceffary ; every finus muft be opened to its full ex- 
tent, and the portion of callofity, which 1s not 
likely to be reduced by fuppuration and difcharge, 
muft be removed by the fcalpel. 

The beft mode of operating on this occafion is, 
to pafs a ftaff beyond the place whence the urine is 
difcharged, which initrument is to be held firmly, 
whilft the furgeon makes an incifion into and pur- 
fues the finuffes, with the help of a probe intro- 
duced at the external openings of the fore, which 
may ferve as a director to the knife or biftoury. 

A bougie or flexible catheter is generally intro- 
duced into the paflage, beyond the part where the 
obftruction or fore extends to, and kept there to 
prevent adhefian or contraction, to wear down ob- 
{truction, and to divert the urine from ‘the fore; 
many a defperate cafe of this kind has been thus 
cured; but the ingenious and experienced Mr. Bell 
declares, that both thefe inftruments are unneceflary 

and 
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and injurious, except in obftruction, when’ the bou~ 
eie is required as ufual. It muft undoubtedly ex- 
cite much pain and inflammation to attempt the ufe 
of either, whilft the wounded parts remain turgid 
after the operation, but they muft be of great ufe 
afterwards. 

At firft, it will be proper to place ftrips’ of lint 
lightly between the lips of each opening, and to 
apply a pledget of lint fpread with foft ointment over 
the whole of the fore, with proper comprefs and 
bandage. If the edges be hard and tenfe, and do 
not feem likely 'to digeft or fuppurate, the cataplafm 
with bread and milk will be requifite, and a courfe 
of medicine fiould be purfued agreeable to the vi- 
tiated ftate of the conftitution. 


MORTIFICATION Of the TOES and FEET. ° 


Description. This complaint is moftly pre= 
ceded by an obtufe pain in the foot and ankle; 
it generally appears ,firft in form of a black 
{peck at the end or on the fide of one of the fmall 
toes; the cuticle is there detached, and the cutis is 
of a dark reddifh colour ; its progrefs is flow or 
quick, according to circumftances; the pain be- 
comes more violent, and is accompanied with a 
fenfe of burning heat. If not checked at firft ic 
fpreads from toe to toe, and fometimes fuddenly | 
-over the whole foot up to the ankle, where it com- 
monly ftops for a while, and contaminates the whole 
mafs of fluids. ; 

Causes, The caufes are in general, an acrid ftate 
of juices, and a janguid circulation. : | 

Curg. The treatment of this diforder is differently 
directed by men of the greateft fkill. | 

One orders: bark, cardiacs, warm antifeptics, and 
poultices, fcarifications, and the removal of the 
dead part, fomentations, and ftrong digeftives. 

Another confides principally in repeated dofes of 

: opium, 
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opium, and applications of the mildeft kind; fuch 
as warm milk and the emollient poultice, and pro- 
hibits. fcarification, as well as the removal of the 
dead part, if in the leaft degree attached. 

A third denies the good effect of opium when 
frequently and largely exhibited, and declares that 
it has a much better effect when applied externally ; 
alfo, that. much depends upon external applications, 
recommending an ointment of a thin confiftence 
made with pitch, oil, and wax, tobe applied; alfo an 
anodyne emollient cerate, compounded of diachy- 
lon, marfhmallow leaves powdered, or linfeed meal, 
opium, pitch, oil, and a little wax. 

Experience has proved the following means to be 
efficacious, in a few inftances where the toes were 
{phacelated. Opium in moderate dofes, repeated 
according to the degree of pain and irritability ; full 
dofes of bark, and red wine or madeira as a cordial, 
a few grains of rhubarb occafionally, and a cata- 
plafm made with two thirds white bread and milk 
poultice, and one third of, the poultice made of 
itrong beer grounds and oatmeal flour, the latter in 
greater proportion when the parts are {phacelated. 
Neither fcarifications nor digeftives were employed, 
and the parts feparated- of themfelves. ‘The good 
effect of the fermenting poultice made of wheat, 
flour, honey, water, and yeaft, as mentioned under 
the article Mortirication, have been alfo proved 
with the foregoing internal procefs. 


VENEREAL DISEASE, 


This complaint 1s faid to have been brought by 
Columbus and his affociates from America into 
Spain, in the year 1493, and was not long after 
aiffeminated throughout Europe, and its diftant con- 
nections. ! ) 

The virus by which it is communicated is different 
from every other infectious matter, and is more or lefs 
é malign, 
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malign, according to the nature of the conttitution 
on which it acts. In hot, bilious, or irritable habits, 
it makes its appearance in a few days with great viru- 
lence; in the cold phlegmatic temperament, it lies 
concealed for fome time longer, and is feldom vio- 
lent. 

It is divided into two ftates, the local, and uni- — 
verfal ; or, as they are otherwife termed, firft and: 
fecond infection. » | tia sah 

A. doétrine has been lately advanced which few 
furgeons would choofe to practife by; namely, that 
the fecond infection cannot'be generated from the 
firft; poflibly fo, when the parts expofed to the 
virus are perfectly found: one truth, however, is 
clear, that itis not likely to be fo under proper ma- 
nagement. 3 

The terms local or firft infection mean the fole. 
affection of the genitals and the adjacent parts, which 
‘ftate of the difeafe is. called gonorrbea or clap ; 
whereas univerfal or fecond infection fignify, that 
the whole habit is vitiated ; which ftate goes under 
the denomination of /wes or pox. The virus may be 
communicated by the lips, faliva, nipples, genitals, 
&c. and firft manifefts itfelf on thofe parts by which 
it was received. 


GONORRHEA VIRULENTA. 


Description. The Gonorrhea or Clap is an in- 
creafed difcharge of mucus, of an infectious nature, 
from the urethra in men, and the vagina in women ; 
and .is diftinguifhed from other difcharges by the 
following circumftances, conformable to the differ- 
ence of fex. Involuntary erections of the penis or 
clitoris, fulnefs and uneafinefs of thofe parts, great 
heat of urine, reftriction of the freenum, and incur- 
_ vation of the penis, phymofis, paraphymofis, chan- 
cres, verruce, and excrefcences, bubo, hernia hu- 

ee: | moralis, 
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-moralis, tumour, abfcefs, and fiftula in perinzo, ob-° 
ftructed urethra, and weaknefs or gleet. 

- The general courfe of fymptoms in men is as 
foil we about the third or fourth day after receiving 
the infection, the patient perceives a titillation and 
itching at the extremity of the urethra, particularly. 
after making water, alfo a hardnefs and rednefs at 
the end of the glans penis, the orifice of which is 
more open than ufual, with a rotatory motion of the 
tefticles: foon after the linen begins to be fpotted 
with a flicht difcharge of whitith ropy mucus, of 
which he is 5 jutt able to fqueeze a drop or two from 
the end of the penis: heat and pricking pain in 
pafling urine foon follow, the difcharge becomes 
thinner, 1s more in quantity, and of a purulent co-: 
lour tinged with green; the patient is now troubled 
with involuntary erections, a comprefied fenfation in 
the penis, ftrictured franum, and incurvation of the: 
glans and body of the penis, particularly when warm 
in bed; and the heat and pain is felt higher up in 
the urethra. Every fymptom of inflammation ftill 
goes on, and the perinzeum feels full, hot, and pain- 
ful, particularly when fitting; the difcharge i is of a 
more ereen hue, and forhetnnee tinged with blood. 
Proper remedies having been adminiftered, the fymp- 
toms gradually abate, the running grows thick, ropy, 
and white, and decreafes in quantity ; a ftringy mat- 
ter comes away with the urine, in which it is to be 
feen floating, a drop or two of gluey mucus now and 
then clofes the extremity of the urethra, and the 
complaint foon goes entirely off. 

This is the general order of the fymptoms, yet 
liable to variation in different {ubjects. Other fymp- 
toms feldom appear, except from a high degree of 
inflammation or virulence, neglect, or r mifmanage- 
ment. 

The progrefs of the difeafe is much the fame in 
women, allowing for the difference of parts ; but it 
is remarked, that the inflammatory fymptoms feldom 

run 
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run fo-high with them as with men, and that the dif- 
charge commonly lafts longer. | 

The phymofis, paraphymofis, bubo, abfcefs, and 
fiftula in perinwo, verruce and excrefcences, and 
the obftructed urethra, have been already noticed 
under their particular denominations, together with 
their treatment ; alfo the nature and cure of chancres, 
as fpecified under the article Venereal Ulcer. The. 
hernia humoralis and gleet are the only fymptoms 
then which remain unnoticed of the firft infection, 
and are: fometimes found to be the moft trouble- 
fome. | 

Hernia Humoralis. When the difcharge from the 
paflage is fuddenly checked, inflammation and tu- 
mour on the groin or tefticle commonly follows; the 
latter is moft likely to feel the bad effects of it, when 
the ftimulus falls upon the feminal or fpermatic vef- 
fels. >The firft fymptoms of this fpurious hernia, as 
it iscalled, are, a dull heavy pain in the tefticle, and 
up the {permatic cord, and an enlargement of the 
epididymis ; afterwards the tefticle itfelf fwells, the 
pain is more acute, and ftrikes up the fpermatic 
cord into the loins; inflammation increafing, a 
phlegmon is fometimes the confequence, and, with- 
out proper care, may terminate in ab{cefs, gangrene, 
or fcirrhus, according as the conftitution is inclined 
to favour inflammation, eryfipelas, or cedema. The 
fudden ftoppage of the running fometimes produces 
much pain and irritation about the anus, tefticles, and 
neck of the bladder, without tumefaction ; in which 
cafe the urine generally paffes with great difficulty, 
and in {mall quantities:. thefe fymptoms .are foon 
relieved by a dofe or two of calomel and opium, 
which will allay the irritation, and enable nature to 
purfue her regular courfe. 

Gleet and Seminal Weakne/s. Thefe complaints may 
arife from relaxation, or ulceration in the lacuna, 
the verumontanum, proftate gland, or excretory ducts 
of the veficule feminales, which are frequently the 

con- 
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confequents of a gonorrhea: « ‘The gleet'is often pro» 
duced by over-purging during the progrefs of the 
difeafe, the feminal. weaknefs fometimes by other 
caufes. When the gleet is the effect of relaxation, 
it leaves a fpeck upon the linen, appearing like a 
drop from the white of an ego; if it come from the 
glands in the urethra or the proftate gland, it is 
thinner, and ferous; if attended with flicht ulcera- 
tion, it is more of a purulent caft. The gleet gene- 


rally partakes of the two former only, and originates _ 


from weaknefs; but fometimes all the caufes are 
conjoined, when it becomes a difficult matter to fup- 
prefs the difcharge. The complaint thus compli- 
cated has occafioned much debility, atrophy, tabes 
dorfalis, and miferable confequences ; and all per- 
haps from a mifmanaged gonorrhea in a weak ha- 
bit. 

Causzs. The nature of the virus being concealed, 
we are under the neceflity of forming our opinions 
concerning it from the effects; whence it feems ‘rea~ 
fonable to fuppofe, that it poffeffes a peculiar acrid 
quality; and there is fufficient authority to declare it 
infectious. The common mode of contracting this 
diforder'is by impure coition; and it is fuppofed to 
happen after the following manner: 

A {mall portion of the infectious matter being ab- 
forbed. in coitu, is conveyed to the lacune’ of the 
urethra or vagina, produces flimulus fufficient to 
excite inflammation, and an increafed fecretion of 
the natural mucus, which mucus becomes tainted 
with the fame acrid principle, and increafes the ex- 
citement. 

Buboes form when the inflammation and the virus, 
or its ftimulus, extend to the inguinal ¢lands, and 
often proceed from too early an ufe of aftringents : 
phymofis, paraphymofis, and chancres, frequently 
arife from not keeping the parts clean, fometimes 
fromm the virulence of the matter, and violence of the 
inflammation ; heat, pain, and ulceration in the 

, urethra, 
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ree ey from the increafed aétion of the fimutus§ 
thicknefs’ and conftri@tion; with their concomitant 


| fymptoms, from repeated ‘inflammation, irregular . 


cicatrix, or an untimely ufe of aftringent injections. 

~ Curs. "The general indications of cure’ are, td 
abate inflammation, corre@ the virus, and: reftore 
the tone of the parts. The firft'\ftace, or the in= 
flammatory fymptoms, are to be treated as in other 
parts; bleeding, when the conftitution requires it; 
pentle laxatives, fuch as purging falts diffolved in 4 
large quantity of water, a folution of manna and fo- 
luble tartar in infufion of fenna, or the almond milk 
with gum, or the following clectuary : 


Ele€tuary of fenna, an ounce:and a half; pow- 
dered jalap, one dram; cream of tartar and 
gum arabic, of each three drams; fyrup,of 
rofes, enough to form an electuary, 


“The bignefs of a nutmeg may be taken every 
night or morning, for the purpofe of keeping’ the 
body cool, and the bowels gently open, ‘which’ is 
all that is required of laxative remedies. ‘Refrige- 
fants and emulgents are alfo neceffary i in this ftage ; 
_nitre and fugar: are generally given, diffolved in the 
common: emulfion, or ina decoGisn of marfhmal- 
lows; fince nitre is too apt, when not covered with 
mucilaginous or demulcent liquids, to aét as. a ftimu- 
lus on the inflamed parts. In the meantime, the 
parts, both internal and external, muft be frequently 
wafhed with warm water, alone,’ or mixed with 
milk, or fome kind of mucilaginous liquid. A thin 
mucilage of quince feed, or a little ‘bland oil, may 
be now and then thrown up the urethra. Cleanli- 
nefs is-a material help. to’ the cure-;* the cloths 
therefore which are worn to receive the men 
fhould be frequently changed. | 

“When the perineum throbs creatly, apply cloths 
dipped in the vegeto-mineral water, at two/or three 
~ different times in the day, ane at bed*time 5 or-a 
2 poultice. 


~ 
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‘poultice with the crumb of bread moiftened with 
the fame liquid.. Thefe, together with an opiate 
pill, will alfo relieve the cordee. When the inflam- 
mation is nearly fubfided, and the difcharge is ftill 
thin and acrid, the mercurial injection hereafter 
noticed, or a few {mall alterative dofes of calomel, 
and now and then a piece of the laxative electuary, 
will be ufeful. | | 

As foon as the running becomes ropy, of a good 
colour, and leffens. in quantity, a few drops of bal- 
fam of capivi on fugar, and mixed with the mallow 
infufion, will be fufficient; otherwife,; the bark and 
aftringent injections may. be ufed.. The injections 
may be compounded of a grain or two of fugar of 
lead, white vitriol, or roch alum, diffolved in half 
an ounce of water, or more, agreeable to the irrita- 
bility of the habit, as thefe parts will be differently 
affected in different fubjeéts. Such are the general 
fymptoms, caufes, and rational modes of treatment 
in this ftage of the difeafe; but unfortunately for 
many, too much ftrefs is laid upon the fpeedinefs of 
the cure. 
.. Some bold practitioners,. yielding implicitly to 
the doctrine mentioned at the beginning of this ar- 
ticle, and prefuming upon a few inftances where the 
virus has had a trifling effect, have ventured too 
foon upon the ule of aftringent injections. Others 
have been more enterprifing in their practice, by 
aiming to preclude the difeafe with injections, 
prepared of a very {mall quantity of the cauftic lixi- 
vium, diluted with fuch a proportion of water as, 
upon applying the folution to the tongue, fhall com- 
municate the flighteft degree of warmth; fome of 
which is thrown into the urethra, up to the firft feat 
of the difeafe, immediately after the probability of 
an impure coitus. But from the degree of heat and 
pain in the paffage, which has followed its ufe with 
fome habits, when it has been of fufficient ftrength 


to ex¢ite the difcharge of mucus neceflary to carry- | 
ing 
Q 
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worthy of confidence after the inflammatory fymp- 
toms are difperfed, as a: cleanfer and: aftringent, 
than a preventive. ‘This remedy fhould alfo; be 
cautioufly applied, agreeably tothe: irritability. of 
the part. . + oh B Siti eer 
.. Corrofive fublimate, mercury, -hydrarg. mu- 
_,oiiat, one grain, to one or two ounces of dif- 
> ya filled water. 3... b, RNR. Pika ip aE jor 
»Avfmall:portion of this folutionimade -warm,, in 
the firft'inftance, is injected into’ the; urethra, com- 
preffing the part juft below:thefreenum, fo as. to 
prevent any of. the ‘liquid from: paffing beyond, the 
firft feat \ofithe difeafe in the urethra.) ..ft is repeated 
according to the effect it was/intended:to’ produce 5 
namely,/moderate irritation, and‘am in¢reafed fecre- 
tion of mucus; if the parts, feel, extremely tender, 
it willbe proper to ‘alleviate the irritation by. injec- 
tion of warm water, ior bland: oik;obferving. the 
fameé-precaution in comprefling the, parts fo as to 
confine the liquid within the wpper part of the 
urdthra. .Sasiifido wich Hod gar nee 
Mott of: the principal modern writers, on this dif- 


, order: are of opinion, that the gonorrhea is local, 


and that the lues cannot’ be generated therefrom but 
by an abraded or ulcerated furface. .Dr. Nefbit, in 


his Firft Lines of the Theory and Practice in the’ 
: Z 


Venereal 


* 
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Venereal Difeafe; thinks the ichiefiindi¢ation, ‘at the 
 firft appearance: of it, :is to:fubdue the irritability of 
the parts; to ‘which end he ufes, a ftrong folution 
of opium in water, bland oil,’ ar mucilage “of: quince 
feed ; a fmall:portion of which he injeéts up to the 
feat of the!complaint,| every two hours at. Jeaft, re- 
taining: it there about half a minute each time. This 
procefs, he fays, will produce a quick effeét.on. the 
fymptoms, and that little elfe will be neceffay in 
flight cafes; but that the running may continue 
troublefome:in lax habits ; when, fuppofing the in- 
flammation: to -be .yet trifling, he, propofes mixing 
avflicht folution!of fugar of lead with that-of the 
opium; or ufmmg the faturnine folution, if any further 
aa be neceflary.: 0) 
lo Hernia \Humoraliss The principal means toh its 
sche and cure are, bleeding, topical with leeches 
particularly, agreeably. to the nature. of the habit, and 
the ‘violence. OF ‘the fymptoms laxatives, and re- 
frigerants, “with full dofes of opium, or Dover’s 
powder, lenient glyfters, with oatmeal oruel, or 
and. honey 9-¢lothsodipped in cold faturnine: water, 
of poultices*with that’ and crumb of bread, fome- 
times of thevemollient kind, after having expofed 
the parts to thé fream of: hot water, more: particu- 
larly when the fyrptoms have been aggravated ‘by 
a fuppreffion, or fudden decreafe of the running. 
As foon as the: inflammation is fubfided, mercurials ; 
are neceflary, ‘aternally, or by inundction, in order 
to remove’ the inflammatory diathefis, or to refolve 
the hardnefs which generally remains in the epidy- 
dimis, and'fometimes in): the eeitis itfelf.—Vide 
Scirrbas and Sarcéma. 
__ When this complaint remains obftinate, ae bit 
vomit or two°with ipecacuanha and emetic tartar, 
will fometimes ‘occafion’ the. fymptoms to rerhit, 
évenin the*inflammatory ftage. Should abfcefs or 
cansrene. Psy ig proceed as under thofe. ar- 
ticles: Yeo . ! th 
16 
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If, after all, the parts continué enlargéd and in-- 
durated, which is moftly the cafe with ‘the epidy- — 
dimis, the cortex, pills with cicuta: and calomel, 
and the poultice with bread and milk, or linfeed 
meal,. and a moderate portion of the léaves of cicuta. 
bruifed or powdered, .and ‘of the {craped root, if in: 
the winter, are likely to reduce the parts. After 
repeated relapfes; the bark ‘and cold bathing have: 
had good effeét»on relaxed habits.. Eleétricity has: 
been ferviceable in inveterate {cirrhus of thefe parts. 
—Widewirrbasi ilo we io ies “ond cotcl: 

“Ite willbe indifpenfably neceffary during the in-: 
flammatory ftate, for the patient to keep himfelf in. 
a-recumbent pofture;. and, at all crimes, to fupport 
the part in a bag-ctrufs, or by means of a commodi- 
‘ous bandage. Opiates muft be occafionally given. 

Gleet, “and Seminal Weaknefs.: The gleet’ is: not 
ealily' tobe remedied without regular diet, and re=> 

{training the paffions. »Strong exercife, high fauces, 
frequent venereal intercourfes, .8c. have often pros: 
duced relapfe, when the cure was nearly compleat- 
ed. If it arofe from-relaxation only, the cure is 
not difficult, but if the excretory ducts or feminal 
véflels be eroded, ‘phthifis, or tabes dorfalis, is moft 
likelytar follow 2wOrtsh Stor" 9) 2 Os 3 | 

“/The mode of curé is the fame ‘in every ftate of 
this: complaint. Afs’s, goat’s, or cow’s milk, lime- 
water and milk, decoétion of farfaparilla and: faffa- 
fras, with bark and-élixir of| vitriol, will generally 
fuffice in the gleet that arifes from relaxation, at- 
tended with an. acrid ftate of juices: the more 
_ powerful means are, terebinthinate, or balfamic 
medicines, with japan earth, kino, or dragon’s blood, 
&c, bark and fteel, tincture of fteel in fpirit of falr; 
alfo chalybeate water and claret, or red port; céld 
applications to the perineum, or what is more effi- 
_ Cacious, a proper ufe of the cold bath. The cure 

-may alfo be greatly affifted by aftringent injections: 
made with a few grains of fugar of lead, white 
| Li2 vitriol 


~~ 
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vitriol or alum, and.a due portion of water as before 
directed ; alfo, the folution: of corrofive. fublimate, 
fuficiently ftimulating to excite the flighteft degree 
of inflammation and: increafe of the difcharge; in 
ufing which, the: pipe fhould be properly formed to 
throw the. injectioniagainft the part affected. Bougies 
have been ufed swith fuccefs inthis complaint, but 
they are principally beneficial in thicknefs and _ftric- 
tures of the urethra; bliftering the perinzum_ has 
alfo been ferviceable. Dr.-Dickfon, in Med. Obf. 
vol. iii, relates the cafe of an obftinate gleet, that 
was at ‘length. attended. with an incontinency: of 
urine; a blifter was applied to the os facrum for 
relief of the latter complaint, and the bark in fub- 


ftance was plentifully adminiftered; and before the 


blifter was removed, both complaints ceafed. 

> An obftinate and painful incurvation of the penis, 
or-what 1s called the: cordée, which continued many 
weeks after the cure of a gleet, has been cured by 
the application of a blifter to the perineum. 


‘“LUES, OF POX.. 


/ The flighteft degree of lues will, if neglected, 
become a matter of the moft ferious eonfequence ; 
on which account; it is abfolutely necefiary to ‘be 
acquainted with the various figns of the. difeafe. 
They are diftinguifhed into two: kinds, viz, | the 
pathogaomonic, or certain, .and the equivocal, or 
uuicertain. : ft SSH! 
. The certain figns or marks of lues are, {pots, 
blotches, and eruptions on the fkin, with a duftky 
copper-coloured balis; tubercles on moft parts of. 
the body, corona veneris, and furfuracious erup- 
tions ; ulcers on the tonfils, fauces, uvula, and nofe; 
nocturnal pains, gummata,..nodes, tophes, and 
ganglions; exoftofis, hyperoftofis, caries, fragility, 
or foftnefs in the bones. Ki 
. The doubtful fymptoms are, diforders of the eye- 
lids, 


\ 
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lids, eyes, and ears; fixed pain in the head, muf- 
cles, or joints; affections of the animal or vital: 
functions, ferpiginous eruptions, atrophy, phthitfis, 
&c. all of which may, or may not, be free from: 
dues. ii ie 
Buboes, chancres, excrefcencés, and uleers, may 
alfo break out in confequence of a bad habit, inde-~ 
_ pendent of a venereal caufe. Pin UAB age 
Venereal Spots. Thefe may be diftineuifhed from 
any other fpots, particularly from freckles, tan, or 
morphew, by not being confined to the face, neck, 
and hands, and having a copper-coloured ap- 
pearance. | 
 Tubercles and Eruptions are to be found on every 
part of the body, more particularly amidft the hair 
of the head. They fometimes fuppurate, and turn 
toa yellowifh puftule, or dry crufty fcab, which, 
when furrounding the hairy fealp, goes under the 
denomination of Corona Veneris, ~~ se fe 
Venereal Ulcers in the fauces, tonfils, uvula, and 
nofe, are commonly round and circumfcribed, eat 
_ deep, and have a yellowifh mucous flough at the 
bottom; they are alfo furrounded with a thin red 
fkin, and in time, produce caries'in the fubjacent 
bones. —Vide Ulcers. Thefe complaints are fre- 
quently accompanied with nocturnal pains, fpots, 
and other venereal fymptoms. 
| Noéturnal Pains haye a jarring, fhooting, rending 
fenfation, and are deep-feated ; they principally affect 
the periofteum, about the middle part of the cylin- 
drical bones, and portend nodes, exoftofes, &c. 
They generally come on as foon as the patient is 
warm in bed, and grow eafier towards morning, 
Gummate and Nodes. ‘The firft are tumours, or 
thickneffes in the mufcles, or their membranous 
covering ; the laft affect the periofteum only ; the 
lizaments and tendons are alfo fubject tq tumours, 
which are called tophs and ganglions, and are 
ranked among the common fymptoms; but thefe 
2ST Bi Feo are 
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are equivocal, except accompanied with nodturnal 
pains, or fome other, diftinguifhing fymptoms. 
Exoftofis, . Hyperoftofis, Caries, and Spontaneous 
Fraéiures. Thefe difeafes may arife from, a.con- 
firmed lues, and are preceded by a nodous {welling, 
in the part... They.chiefly happen on the cranium, 
or in the folid part of the tibia and ulna, and are. 
accompanied with violent pains in the bone, with- 
out heat or. rednefs externally. Sometimes mifchief _ 
does not fhew itfelf till the whole fubftance of, the 
bone is corrupt. , | 
_ The Equivocal, or Doubtful Symptoms, are generally 
indicated by a peculiar refiftance of the complaint 
to common treatment; if, on fuch occafions, there 
be reafon to fuppofe that. the patient is free from. 
fcrofulous or fcorbutic diforders, a venereal taint, 
is the moft likely caufe ; and the plan of cure fhould. 
be regulated accordingly. pert 
Buboes, chancres, excrefcences, and ulcers in 
various parts, are already defcribed as common to 
both ftages.of the venereal difeafe.. When thefe 
complaints are confequents of the fecond infection, 
they are generally accompanied with {pots, erup- 
tions, nocturnal. pains, nodes, or fome other con- 
vincing type of the dileafe ; they are alfo inclining 
to grow phagedenic, or fiftulous. 
' Causzs. Mott inftances of confirmed lues may 
be traced from. a previous affection of the genitals ; 
yet every humour, or particular mucus, may. be- 
come a vehicle of the virus into the habit, It may 
therefore derive its origin from four different fources; 
neglected or ill-managed gonorrhea; the direct ap; 
plication of the virus to fome raw or lefed furface 
of the body; an. immediate abforption, in. coitu, 
without a morbid affection of the genitals; and 
tranfmiffion from the parent to the child. | 
Curs. Various means have been employed in 
the cure of this difeafe. Much confidence was for- 
merly placed in the virtues of guaiacum, china root, 
| :  faffafras, 
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faffafras, and farfaparilla;. feparately: or together, 
at length mercury, its real antidote: under: proper 
management, was: brought into fe 5) but fromthe 
timidity of the regular, and temetity: of the: quack, 
that remedy: foon fell into difrepute. Afterwards, 
teafon and experience evinced the excellence of that 
invaluable medicine in every ftage. of the fecond 
infection, or’ lues;;/ and. its peculiar’ efficacy, when 
introduced into the habit in a low progreffive man- 
ner, and joined with decoction of farfaparilla and 
mezereonroot, or. of the woods: 6°) fi ‘sone? T° 

Some phyficians are ftill of) opinion,  that-faliva- 
tion is neceflary in inveterate. cafes; iwhilftc others 
maintain, that it is totally needlefs. One .circum- 
ftance however is indifputably true, that the Now 
alterative courfe renovates as it: were. the ‘anitial 
functions ; whereas falivation leaves them much de- 
bilitated. It has been generally fuppofed, that the_ 
habit mult be fully loaded with mercury to effeét a> 
radical cure‘; whereas, the prefent mode of ad+ 
miniftering it proves the contrary, fince a regular 
perfeverance in very fmall dofes is, in moft in- 
itances, equally efficacious with the deepeft. falivas 
tion; and it is evident, that a complete cure has 
been. often accomplithed in an eafy way by the 
alterative method, where the attempt by falivation. 
would have proved fatal: Befides, it is poffible.in the 
one to keep up the patient’s ftrength with a generous 
diet, .the bark, air; and gentle exercife, which in 
the other, are neceffarily prohibited. © Preference 
then is. certainly due to the milder mode of cure ; 
and falivation being fcarcely heard of except in 
hofpitals, where it feems to be kept. up by an ex- 
clufive privilege ; we may fairly conclude, that the 
mild alterative courfe is the moft approved prac- 
tice. daiecatid | , ee pik 

The‘ animal ceconomy may be fo impaired by a 
long continuance of the diforder, as not to admic of 
the ufe of mercury “in any mode whatever; the 
ATT . tae ae difeafe 
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difeafe may alfo be complicated with fcrofula, or 
feurvy ; under all which circumftances, it. will be 
proper to correct and ftrengthen the habit with bark, 
&c.. previous to the ufe of mercury, and conjoined 
therewith. tip Mi rs | 

‘The cure by falivation ought not to be attempted 
during infancy, extreme old age, or pregnancy; or 
in perfons labouring under habitual diarrhea, or dy- 
fentery, great weaknefs in the nervous fyftem, epi- 
Jepfy, hemorrhagy, fever, heétic, fcurvy, fcirrhus, 
or cancer in the womb, paralyfis, &c. whereas in- 
ftances: of perfect recovery from the lues \have been 
known under moft of thefe particulars, by the mild 
proceis. ; metus ttt 

The principal remedies in the alterative courfe 
fare the following : 


Corrofive fublimate, or muriated mercury, ten 
or twelve grains; crude fal ammoniac, half 
: -a.dram; diftilled water, one ounce; mix 
nin Real tie ) | 
About ten of thefe drops contain a quarter.of a 
prain of the fublimate, which dofe may be given 
twice a-day in full half a pint of barley-water, or 
‘ decoétion of farfaparilla, made as follows : | 


Sarfaparilla root fliced and bruifed three ounces, 
pre with or without mezereon root, two drams ; 
boil in three pints of water to two. Or 


‘ corrofive fublimate one grain; malt fpirit 
two ounces ; tincture of opium thirty drops. 
Mix. : 


AA fpoonful or two of this is to be given’ night 
and morning in a draught of the decoétion, or bar- 
Jey-water. It is proper to obferve, that the fubli- 
mate medicine is likely to create much pain in the 
bowels, if not covered well with a fmooth liquid: 
fhould that be the cafe, a few drops of. tin@ture of 
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opium, in, the: drinks before-mentioned ; fhawhri¢e 
gruel, mutt, be taken occafionally: 


Or, Calcined mercury, from half a grain to a 
grain; ‘precipitated fulphur of antimony two 
grains | 3 Opium powdered, half’or a fourth of 
4 grain ; conferve of hips, enough to form a 

il: to be taken night and morning , with 
the decoétion : 

Or, Pure quickfilver two grains; conferve of 

_ hips one fcruple, made into a pill, to be 
taken at bed time. 


"The method leaft injurious to the animal -func- 
tions, is that of inunction. A fcruple, or half a 
dram of the ftrong mercurial ointment, is to be 
rubbed every, or every other night, into. the thighs 
or legs, in the courfe of the lymphatics, and con- 
tinued for a fortnight after the fymptoms have been 
difpelled, provided the conftitution is equal to it, 
and the mouth does not grow fore; drinking a 
pint or more of the decoétion of farfaparila, or of 
the woods, daily. The effect of the mercury by 
junétion will fometimes require to be affifted by one 
or other of the. internal means, more particularly 
when the difeafe is at fuch a height, as to make a 
rapid progrefs: in the conftitution ; and when it has 
violently attacked the foft parts in the fauces, &c. 
Jn all fuch cafes, the fublimate folutions are allowed 
to take the quickeft effect, without the hazard of 
rendering the mouth fore; but they are not fo 
much confided in, for the radical cure, as the 
other preparations. If the gums be likely to be- 
come fore, the mercurial courfe fhould be. ftopped 
for two or three days, and a gentle laxative or two 
fhould be adminiftered. : 

-Cold muft: be guarded again{t, by wearing draw- 
ers. and an under Gaihcoat next. the flcin,: made 
of flannel in winter, and of calico in fummer ; gauze 
: flanne] flockings ought alfo to be worn under others, 
Fe dram 
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‘A idram of bark, ‘taken twice a day, 'tagether with 
the farfaparilla decoction, will be a neceflary auxi~ 
liary in delicate conftitutions. , : 
_ After this manner, mercury may., be fafely intro- 
duced, and continued, with the weakeit. conftitu- 
tions ; whereas, in flender heétic habits, when ufed 
indifcriminately, the .remedy. now, and; then has 
proved as bad as the difeafe: the pulfe being greatly 
quickened by it, the body wafting,..and the “ftrength 
daily declining. In. all fuch cafes therefore. it fhould— 
be conveyed into the habit, as it, were. by, ftealth ; 
that is, in fmall quantities, and by flow degrees, fo 
as not to occafion too great ftimults or evacuation. 
' Salvation. The eafieft and fafeft method of ‘rai. - 
fing a falivation is, by inunction; “and the’ courfe 
may be made flight or full, according to the ftate of 
the complaint, and the ftrenoth of the patient. Pre 
vious to either, it will be proper to ule fome pre- 
paratory means; fuch as bieeding in very:plethoric ~ 
habits, ‘the warm bath and friGtion, - a gentle cathar+ 
tic, plentiful dilution, and a few fuitable Baie 7 
to fcorbutic or fcrofulous habits. | 

The Slight Salivation may be brought Pawel by 
rubbing from one to two drams of the unguent made 
with equa! parts of quickfilver and hog’ s-lard, into 
the thighs at bed time, every third, fourth, or fifth 
night, ‘according to the apparent approach of the 
ptyalifm, the fins of which are thefe : 

A braffy or brackith tafte, foetid breath, whieenoh 
and tendernefs in the mouth and tongue, quicknefs 
of | pulfe, heavinefs and pain in the head, flight tu- 
mour in the cheeks and neck ; which fymptoms 
fhould be ftriétly attended to before every repetition 
of the unction; fince by fuch precaution, “more 
mercury need not to be rubbed in than will be ne+ 
ceflary to promote a moderate flux of faliva; that 
is, a pint, or two pints at the utmoft, in twenty- 
four hours’: which quantity may, with proper care, 
= carried on without troublefome fymptoms. A a 

On 
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of. falts. may be interpofed if reftraint. fhould be ie~ 
ceflary; and on the contrary, fhould the’ {pitting 
abate, or the diforder not give. way, the. frictions 

muft be repeated at due. intervals. . | 

The patient need not be.confined to his chamber, 
but mutt. wear flannel, keep .his throat and jaws 
warm, and be. suarded wel] againft cold. 

The mott fuitable diet. in this courfe is water or 
thin milk gruel, chicken, veal,.or mutton broth; 
freed from fat; beef tea, pudding, and:.the idee 
meat, wine, and {pirituous liquors thould be care- 
fully avoided, and the chief drink, fhould be barley 
water, or may and.water, This. method ought to 
be perfevered in at leaft’a fortnight after the’ ‘tymp- 
toms had all. difappeared. 

A full Courfe of Salivation requires daa more 
fkill to regulate, fince the unguent. muft neither be 
adminiftered too precipitately, nor too {parinely ; yet 
in full quantity to keep up a-regular fpitting. . To 
effect this, not lefs than two drams, nor more than 
_ three of the ointment, fhould be rubbed into the 
ankles, legs, or thighs, every or every” other 
night. | 

“After the, fecond or third egitligasonis the ftate of 
the breath fhould be ftri@tly enquired into; and 
if any of the figns already mentioned fhould come 
forward the unguent muft be omitted, tlh the fpir- 
ting has fully fhown itfelf; if,it be not regularoim 
quantity a fourth application maybe requifite, other- 
wife, the. falivation may take its courfe, unlefs- it 
fhould ftill flag. When, it breaks forth, profufely, 
or, much tumour and inflammation attack the: head 
and face, fever rifes, ore. itwill be neceflary to check | 
the impetus, . by , bleeding, © glyfter, anda gentle 
purge or two, ‘Small dofes of nitre with gum alfo 
may be. now and then given in a cup of almond milk, 
or barley. water, ., During this’ procefs. the: patient 
fhould wear a. dabanl fhirt, with drawers and ftock- 


Jags a the fame kind, apiece of! flannel. under the 
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chin, and a flannel cap, and be confined to the bed 

or chamber. 

_. If after the third or fourth rabbithe no {pitting 
fhould come on, it will be -beft not to endeavour 

to force it, but to let nature ‘take her courfe, ex- 

cept throwing in a moderate quantity of the titiguent 

at diftant intervals. 

It may be called a fall falivation when three pints 
of vifcid faliva flows from the mouth in the {pace of 
twenty-four hours ; which degree of difcharge fhould 
be kept up for a fortnight or three weeks, con- 
ftantly fupplying the patient with diluent liquors, 
and thin nourifhing broths; after which term it may 
be fuffered to decline. 

In cafe of ‘diarrhea or diabetes, sive rhubarb in 
powder, »diaphoretics, and opiates ; “the white de- 
coction, and broths boiled with rice. 

When the mouth is ulcerated, ‘or the falivary 
ducts are choaked up with floughs, let the parts be 
touched with honey, flightly acidulated with {mall 
{pirit of vitriol or fpirit of falt; alfo ufe gargles 
with common emulfion and fpirit of nitre, or bar- 
Jey water with myrrh in it. Gummata, nodes, tophs, 
or any local tumour fhould be anointed with a por- 
tion of the unguent every other day. 

Particular care muft be taken to keep the gums 
and teeth clean, and to wafh the mouth and fauces 
frequently, with fage or balm tea, or barley water, 
{weetened with honey, or honey of rofes, now and 
then adding a little red wine; this wafhing- fhould 
be done ‘before and after every draught of liquid. 
The patient ought alfo to be careful neither to 
{wallow the faliva, nor to lie on one fide long to- 
gether, and, when fitting up, fhould . incline 
forward: by @ferving which rules, deep ulcerations 
in the fides of. the.mouth, and the involuntary 
courfe of. the faliva down the throat will be avoided. 

During the feverity of the courfe the moft proper 
ditt is:of the liquid-kind as before mentioned, and 
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in its decline the patient »may. proceed” by deereés, 
to pudding victuals, poached eggs, boiled chickens,’ 
&c. A gentle dofe or two of opening phyfic will 
be: requifite during the decline of the fpitting. The 
beft reftoratives afterwards are, the bark,” affesy! 
goats, or cows milk, jellies, and country air: the 
conftitution will alfo ‘be much the better for a°tmmode— 
rate courfe of farfaparilla deco&tion, and the ufé ‘of 
the warm bath once or twice. 8) 7 a 

For a more full account of the nature, progrefs, 
and cure of this complaint, fee the fecond edition 
of Dr. Chapman’s valuable abridgment of Aftruc on 
the Venereal Difeafe, Mr. John Hunter’s. treatife, 
in one volume, quarto, with engravings of the dif- 
eafes of the urethra, or Dr. Swediaur’s Obfervations 
on the difeafe. LMT 


INOCULATION. 


The adventurous refolution of the elder Sutton, 
and the great difcernment and attention of Dr. 
Dimfdale, were the firft caufes of bringing this 
practice to its prefent perfection and fuccefs. Every 
objection to its fafety and certainty is entirely done 
away, and it is at this time nearly reduced to as. 
fimple a procefs as in Turkey; where, we are told, 
it is the province of an old dame to conduct the 
whole. i | | | 

Much ftrefs. has been laid upon preparing the pa- 
tient two or three weeks before inoculation, with 
the moft abftemious diet, mercurial pills or pow- 
_ ders, .brifk purges, and other evacuations: the time 
of life and feafon of the year have alfo been {peci- 
fied and direéted; but all thefe rigid peculiarities, 
which did more harm than good, are happily fet 
afide. A bleeding with fome full habits may be ~ 
found neceflary, and mercury has great power over 
the difeafe. Some inoculators, in order to mafter 
it more completely, and obtain credit from its very 
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favourable appearance, have véntured) fo far in the 
ufe-of it, for preparation, as to excite falivation. 
' Such. conduct. deferves the fevereft reprehenfion,. 
fince it is‘needlefs, with refpect to the difeafe, and — 
may do no.fmall injury to the conftitution. 

A woman: in,Norfolk inoculated many hundreds: 
after, no: other préparation than a {pare diet from. 
the time of making the puncture; and two or three: 
moderate dofes of falts; one of. which fhe always: 
gave on the morning after the operation, and an- 
other at the approach of the fymptoms: Her prac-: 
tice was’ principally amongft farmers: and. hufband-) 
men, whofe food in comnion.was of the groffeft 
kind, very few of whom werecmuch confined from 
their, refpective -employments:: and fhe boaited,) 
perhaps with fome reafon, that none of her patients) 
_ were ever hurt by inoculation. 

The moft that can.be required towards preparing 
a perfon in tolerable health is, immediately after 
inoculation, to enter -uponiia low diet, fuch: as tea 
and toafted bread, gruel with or without’ milk for 
breakfaft; plain or plumb pudding and dumpling, 
with vinegar and fugar for fauce, bread or rice pud- 
ding, with’ or without currants,’ and apple pudding 
or dumpling, ‘for ‘dinner; perfons of very languid 
and infirny habits being now and» then allowed’ a ' 
piece of “boiled vhicken| or mutton, with turnips: 
and potatoes ; and for fupper a roafted apple, turnip, 
or potatoe, rafpberry jam or treacle fpread thin 
on a flice of white bread. Their common drink 
may be toait’ and’ water, “or milk and water ; no. 
wine, “beer, butter, -cheefe, or meat, except the 
latter as before mentioned. A cooling purge or 
two may be adminiftered within: the Grit Gx days, 
and the body fhould> be kept cool and temperate, 
during the eruptive fever particularly, by avoiding’ 
the heat of the fire or bed as much as pomble, and 
taking a fmall quantity of a decoction of fenna with’ 
ae occafionally. Infants. tay be gently purged: 
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once or. ice with a few-grains of rhubarb; and-re- 
quire, a flight puke, or fomething epehings during 
the eruptive fever, foe 
»Scorbutic, -{crofulous, atic, sata ahuaain Tian 
ees done. as well.as: poffible, with) no other, means 5 
yet when: complaints of that kind are in -great»de+ 
gree, they require particular attention.. .Some/ire-. 
axed habits have-profited-much by a dofe or.two of 
the bark daily. It is: fometimes: thought: neceflary 
to give, according to the age/of).the patient, from 
three. to ten. erains. of Dr., "Dim {dale’ s \prepafative 
powder, the. night before the purge, and once:at the 
time of the eruptive fever, when the fymptoms are 
opprefiive, ayitien 1S ceimpounded after the: following 
manner ; Km) OW i 


Compound powder 8 abe daly dha caloriel, 
‘each ‘eight grains, emetic tartar one ¢ighth 
of a grain, to be rubbed i into a powder. 


Bark and antimony are, fometimes ufed as prepa- 
ratives. dn. fhort, the beft general direction ‘that 
canbe given for preparation. is, ,to reftore thofe that 
are much below the itandard ofj-health, and not. to 
reduce thofe too much who,are,rather above it. 

The chief prohibition to inoculation is at-a.time 
- when inflammatory,. putrefcent,, epidemical, or cri- 

tical complaints, prevail... "Teething alfo is. confi- 
dered as a ftrong objection. to, inoculation; but if 
the body is kept rather Jax, and the {fymptoms are 
moderate,. it may be more ‘dangerous to. defer it. 

The beft and moft, certain way of communicating 
the infeétion is, to take the, matter upon the point 
of a lancet, frefh froma puftule,,. not too much ma- 
turedion the difeafed fubjeét, and. infert’ it imme- 
diately after into the arm of the perfon, who is to be 
inoculated... Lint or, cotton, thread. may, be fated 
with the variolous matter,.and kept clofe fhut up | 
from the air, in a vial or a {mall box, for future 
ule 5 3 or it may be {pread and.dried upon a piece of 
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{mooth glafs. After having gently bneattied upon 
the ‘glafs or lint, the léatt <vifible quantity of matter 
is to be taken on the point of the’ lancet, and’ in- 
troduced into one or both the arms by -the flighteit 
puncture, or by fliding the point horizontally be¢ 
tween the cuticle and cutis, witch i method is 
leaft likely to fail. -. (2 aky 
> Ifvon:the fecond or: third ayy after, a L fois dices 
peach=coloured pimples can be diftinguifhed, with 
the help of a magnifying glafs, on the edges of the 
puncture or incifion, the operation. has taken effet: 
Sometimes it inflames on the fecond or third “day 
without difplaying the pimples, and all difappears 
again; under fuch uncertainty, unlefs the edges 
fhould be inflamed again in two or three days, the 
operation fhould be repeated. _. 

Pain and ftiffnefs are. generally felt under the arm 
on the fifth or fixth day, which is a never failing 
fign of the diforder taking place, and approaching; — 
it is generally attended with remitting pains in the 
head, fhiverings, heats, * 8c. thefe complaints con- 
tinue till-the eighth or ninth day, when the eruptions 
besoin to appear, the whole of which 4s aio 
about the eleventh or twelfth day. : 

As foon as the eruptive fever begins, it is cuf- 
tomary to give a few grains of the preparative pow- 
der, and pafs it off with a gentle aperient. It is 
fuppofed that the famous Mr. Sutton’s pill was of 
the fame nature, which when the {kin was parched 
and ftiff, and a kind of eruptive heat or rafh ap- 
peared, he ufed to repeat according to the :ftrength 
of the patient, or violence of the “fymptoms. ‘But 
the liquor of ftewed-fenna and prunes, ‘or a few falts 
diffolved in a large proportion of water, fufficient 
to render the bowels cently lax, will for the moft 
part anfwer equally ‘well. Sometimes afew drops 
of ipecacuanha, or antimonial wine will be equally 
efficacious, by acting either as a diaphoretic or a gen- 
tle evacuant by puking or procuring a ftool or two, 
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particularly if the ftomach is overloaded; which is 
often the cafe with children during the preparation, 
unlefs under proper reftraint, and is fometimes the 
eccafion of convulfidns. | e 

Balm tea or thin barley water, acidulated with 
the juice of Seville orange or with lemon, apple 
water, and {mall tea, are proper to allay both heat 
and thirft, during the fymptomatic fever; and when 
the fymptoms run high, cold water may be now and 
then given, if earneftly required. _ 

At this period of the difeafe the patient fhould 
“neither indulge himfelf with lying in bed, or fit- 
tine by the fire, but fhould be led or carried out into 
the air, be the weather bad or not, properly cloath- 
ed and fheltered: which alone will moft commonly 
abate the pains and feverifh fymptoms, and prevent 
an abundance of puftules. The aged and infirm 
may be allowed a little wine whey, or imall red 
wine negus, if the pulfe be languid, and a flight 
delirium fhould attend. Inflammation and matura- 
tion are moftly trifling, unlefs brought on or in- 
creafed by preternatural heat and bad management; 
the body therefore fhould be kept in moderate tem- 
‘perature, during the whole of the procefs: a purge 
or two is commonly given when the puftules grow 
dry and fcaly, and the patient fhould gradually re- 
turn to his common food, | 
_ Thus it generally happéns with the regular and 
favourable fort; but fometimes no fymptoms ap- 
pear till about the ninth or tenth day, or longer, 
and then they comé on rapidly ; the puncture wear- 
ing a purple afpect, with a narrow circle of datk 
reddifh ichorous puftules, and a depreflion in the 
centre, which appearances will moft commonly be 
regulated according to the ftate of the bowels at 
that time; if purging, to be checked; if coftive, 
to be rendéred rather lax: further treatment muft 
be fuited to future appearances. The untoward 
{ymptoms are moft likely to attend upon the atrabi- 
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lious, eryfipelatous, ‘and fcorbutic habit; but fels 
dom run to any’ bad confequences, unlefs from too 
rigid a preparation, being over heated, or too loofe 
texture of blood; in which laft cafe the bark and 
antifeptics become highly neceffary. — ? 
The following inftance came under the author’s 
care fome time ago. A woman, aged 73, of an 
atrabilious habit, being in danger of catching the 
fmall-pox in the natural way, chofe to be inoculated : 
her conduét had not been the moft prudent during 
preparation, in which too much mercury had been 
adminiftered.' The eruptive fever was attended with 
delirium and a weak pulfe, and the eruption was co- 
herent, profufe, and remained flat in the fkin on the 
fourth day, , with a dark purplifh hue. The bark 
with fpirit of falt were freely adminiftered, on the 
third, fourth, and fifth day from the appearance of 
the eruption, together with red wine, negus, and 
whey ; upon which the inflammation had a brighter 
afpect, and the pock gradually rofe and maturated. | 
She ‘perfevered more moderately in taking the bark 
and the muriatic acid, had a ftool procured by glyf - 
ter every other day, fucked now and’then an orange, 
and took ‘gruel with wine in it, and milk gruel, as 
nutriment, until the eleventh day, when the tumour 
began to fubfide; but the puftules continued a long 
time difcharging, before they dried away. Aiton 
She was more reftlefs than common during ma- 
turation, which inquietude was fometimes relieved 
by fyrup of white poppies. SY, Tm 
From this cafe it plainly appears, that when the 
pock, from a deficiency of natural heat and vigour, 
remains flat, and is ‘not difpofed to maturate, cor- 
dials and tonics fhould: be timely adminiftered to 
aged.perfons ; and, indeed, in fome weak debilitated 
conftitutions, at a much earlier time of life, fuch 
treatment, in a moderate degree, will be found 
equally neceffary at that period of the difeafe. 
_ The following maxims are generally allowed: 
4 | That 
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That no other difeafe is conveyed ito the habic. 
with the variolous matter. 

‘That it-1s of no-confequence whether the matter: 
be taken from.a_puftule ofthe. natural sor inocu-. 
lated kind, from the mild or more virulent kind:: 
fince the principal advantages arifing from this prac- 
tice are, the proper. difpofition of the habit,’ and the | 
mode of communication, | : 

That the ichorous matter is more likely to vas 
effe&t, than that which is nearly maturated, , 
That the crude matter, taken from the punéture- 
or incifion, before the fymptoms have appeared,, 
may fuffice. 

That punécture is not fo likely to inflame and: 
run into a tedious unneceflary. fore as incifion, 
provided neither plafter nor any-other covering is 
applied. | 

That the inflammation or puftules round thee in-: 
cifion may be checked, by applying cold water to: 
the part, or rubbing in a little mercurial unguent. 

That the natural infeétion may be precluded by: 
that from inoculation, perhaps up to the fixth or fe- 
venth day; the fymptoms of the former feldom 
coming on till:the fourteenth day after receiving it. 

That keeping open the puncture or incifion as 
an iffue, is of no kind of ufe with regard to the 
difeafe. 

_ And that.the fecondary fever very feldom attends 
the difeafe when communicated by inoculation, 


ANCHYLOSIS., 


This word, -in its ftrict fenfe, has reference, only 
to the crooked ftate of a part, but is commonly ap- 
plied to the fixed ftate of a joint, more particularly 
when the bones are immoveably united or anchylofed, 
as it is technically called. Till lately this complaint. 
was fuppofed to be principally occafioned by a con-- 
cretion of the fynovia. Gouty perfons, with whom 
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the mucus of different parts is fometimes concreted,. 
may be fubject thereto; but in other cafes, the feat 
of this diforder is either in the ligamentous or ten- 
dinous parts near or about the joints, or in the 
bones themfelves. 

-'Fhe former complaints may proceed from the 
limb being a lone tume continued in. one pofition,,. 
from inflammation with or without a difeafed habit, 
and a confequent morbid thicknefs,.and rigidity of the 
parts ; the latter ftate is when the heads and. epi- 
phyfes of the bones become difeafed, either from 
external injury or a vitiated habit. 

When it has originated from the limb being long: 
kept in a patticular pofition, it generally yields to 
relaxing or lubricatinea means; fuch as repeatedly 
fteaminge the part with warm water, and afterwards 
rubbing in fome neat’s-foot oil, or plunging it into: 
the body of an animal when firft flain, and holding it 
there as lone as the vital heat continues; alfo at the 
fame time rubbing it over with the greafy mucus that: 
covers the cuts. The removal of the thicknefs and 
rigidity of the parts is much more difficult; but 
fuch complaints are fometimes. to be relieved by the 
means already prefcribed under the article White 
Swelling. Warm emollient baths, pumping Bath: 
waters upon the part, the fteam of boiling water 
impregnated. with fulphur and aromatics applied 
thereto, or the fall of warm water thus medicated 
from fome height, followed by friétion with the 
fiefh-brufh or flannel, and frequent movement of 
the limb,. have relieved the pain and heavy feel of 
the limb. 

Fn fach eafes M. Morand ftrongly recommends. 
a poultice made with powdered coal and water,.more 
particularly for rigid and. contraéted tendons, pro- 
ceeding from large wounds; and Dr. Lobb has ad- 

vifed bathing the contracted part three times a day,. 
_ with a mixture compofed of the yolk of an egg, and. 
ix fpoonfuls of pure water.. 
SACCULL 
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SACCULI MUCOSS, 


‘Thefe bags are chiefly placed near the joints, and 
the fluid fecreted therein ferves to facilitate the mo- 
tion of the compact tendinous parts, which play 
over the heads of bones, or upon one another. » 

_ Some practitioners not being fufficiently acquaint- 
ed with the fituation and connection of thefe burfe 
or facculi, have been deceived with refpect to the 
difcharge thar flows from abfceffes and wounds af- 
‘fecting them, and have falfely concluded, from its 
fimilitude to the fynovia of the joints, and the con- 
tiguity of the injury to thofe parts, thatit proceeded 
from within the capfular ligament. The difcharge 
from the burfee mucofze is, in common, a thin fluid 
amixed with fmall concretions ; yet in fuch cafes no 
abfolute decifion can be made from the difcharge 
alone: in order therefore to form a proper jude- 
ment of the nature and true feat of the fore, it will 
be neceflary to attend to the violence of the fymp- 
toms, and to examine carefully with the probe, Tu- 
mours in thefe parts are moftly the effects of ftrains 
and brwifes, give way to -preflure more, and with 
much le{s pain than thofe which contain common pus, 
and are feldom attended with much pain; whereas, 
inflammation of the capfular ligzamentand joint, is at- 
tended with vehement pain, muchfever, delirium, &c. 

The feats of the facculi, as enumerated by for- 
mer authors, are as follow: 

Deltoides. A large one fituated under this mufcle 
upon the acromion fcapule. 7 | 

Biceps Brachii. A {mall one invefting the tubercle 
of the radius, which lies under the tendon of the bi- 
«eps, and part of the fupinator brevis. | 

Iiacus Internus and Pfoas. A large thin one, under 
-the tendons of thofe mufcles, as they pafs down to 
their infertions in the os femoris. 

. Latifimus Dorfi and Teres Major. One between 
the extremities of their tendons, © ke 
eggs re | Aa3 | Gly- 
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Gluteus Maximus. A \arge thin one, partly con~ 
nected to the back of the trochanter, lying under 
the termination of the gluteus medius, and loofely 
attached to the reft.of the trochanter, and the tendon 
of the glutzus maximus. 

Gi whales Medius, A {mall one, between the termi- 
nation of its tendon, and that of the pyriformuis. 

Gluteus Minimus. A mall thin one, attached to its 
tendon and the trochanter major, 

Gemini. A {mall one, between thefe mufcles, and 
the end of the obturatus internus, connected with 
both, and with part of the capfular ligament. 

Biceps Cruris. One between the end of its tendon 
exteriorly, and the capfular ligament of the knee. 

Semimembranofus. A {mall one, between its tendon, 
where it runs between the inner condyle of the tibia, 
and the capfular ligament. 

Cruralis and Vafti. A large thin one, connected 
with the tendons of the mufcles, and fixed to the pa- 
tella, adhering alfo to the capfula of the joint. 

 Gracilis, Sartorius, and Semitendinofus. A large one, 
fitwated under the ends of their tendons, adhering to 
them on one fide, and to the burfal licament on the 
other. 

Gemellus. A large one, firmly attached to its tendi- 


nous origin, to the end of the femitendinofus, and to 


the capfula near the interior condyle, 

Soleus, A large one, between its tendon, where it 
paffes over the upper part of the os calcis, and that 
bone, 

Tibialis Anticus. A {mall one, fixed to its tendon, 
where it works upon the top of the foot. 

Peroneus Longus. One under: its tendon, where it 
works upon the os cuneiforme, on the outfide of the 
foot, 

Dr. Monro, of Edinburgh, the late Profeffor, 
has thrown great light upon this fubject: he fays 


that the burfe are numerous about the joint of the | 


Hhewers, That they are both. numeroys and large 
op : about 
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about the joint of the thigh, efpecially on the great 


trochanter, under the infertion of the glutei, and’ 
alfo under other. large mui{cles... That they accom- 


pany the tendons which run along the. wrift and 
ancle, furrounding them like capfular fheaths ; and 


are interpofed betwixt the tendons and the {kin, as 


well as the tendons and the bones: but that the 


Jargeft are thofe about the joint.of the knee, belong- 


ing to the quadriceps extenfor cruris, where there 


are feveral two or three inches in length, capable of 
_ containing feveral ounces of fluid. . 


He alfo proves, that they refemble the capfular 
ligaments of the joints, confifting of the fame coats, 
and having a fimilar fecretion poured into their 
cavities. He has found in all about 140; 33 in 


each of the fuperior, and 37 in each of the inferior 
extremities: which is about 100 more, than were 


difcovered before by Albinus and others, 


OPENING A DEAD BODY. 


The neceflary apparatus for this operation 1s 
knives, a razor, a large and fmall faw, ftrait and 
crooked {ciflars, elevators, needles threaded, {punges, 


tow, fawduft or bran, -bafons with water, towels, 


receivers, vinegar, and lavender-water. 

The body fhould be laid upon a table of con- 
venient height, and be decently covered; the con- 
tents of the cavities may be then examined or re- 
moved, as the nature of the cafe requires, 

The Head is. to be opened by making an incifion 
acrofs from ear to ear, down to the bone; then 
diffeCting up fuch a portion of fcalp from the fcull, 
as will make room for the faw, turning it down 


‘over the face and neck. ‘The faw is then to be fet 
_onat the middle of the os frontis, and carried round 


to each temporal bone, obferving to end in the mid- 
dle of the os occipitis. The divided part of the 
fcull is thento be raifed with the elevator, and its 
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connections with the dura mater fhould be occafion- 
ally divided, after which the brain may be carefully 
taken out, feparating the attachments of the mem- 
brane as it becomes neceflary. . 

The method of opening the Addomen and Thorax 
together is, by firft making an incifion on each fide 
of the fternum, in the courfe of the cartalaginous 
parts of the ribs, diffecting back the teguments two 
or three inches, and cutting throygh the cartilages 
with a ftrong-bladed knife, rather curved at its 
point. The incifion is then to be continued from 
the fternum, obliquely over the abdomen, down to, 
éach ileum or inguen: after which the clavicles may. 
be feparared from the fternum, which bone being 
diffected from the mediaftinum, may be turned 
downwards together with the abdominal covering. 

To remove the Vifcera of the Thorax and Abdo~ 
men together, it will be neceffary firft, to divide the | 
diaphragm down to the fpine on both fides; when 
two very ftrong ligatures fhould be made at a proper 
diftance from each other, round the e/ophagus and 
large blood veffels, including the trachea; then ob- 
ferving carefully to divide thefe parts between the 
two ligatures, the fame is to be done with the @/erior. 
weffels, a little above the bifurcation of the aorta, in- 
- cluding the vena cava, and upon the reffum. The 

Vifeera, with the diaphragm, are then to be ‘clofely 
diffected away. : 

If the vifcera of each cavity are required to be fe- 
parately removed, the ligatures upon the veffels 
muft be made juft above and below the diaphragm. 

_ To open the abdomen only, a longittdinal incifion 
is generally made from over the enfiform cartilage to 
Symphyfis pubis, interfeCting it at right angles, ‘with 
another at'the navel, fo that the different feCtions 
may be reverfed, and the contents be properly ex- 
pofed. . abide 

' The parts are to be neatly and regularly fewed 
vp ‘with the elover’s ftitch, i Se 
Great 
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_ Great care is neceffary, upon all occafions, to 
eorrect the putrid effluvia, which may be generally 
done by fpunging the parts with vinegar and brandy, 
and {prinkling them with lavender or hungary water. 
When the body is extremely putrid, more powerful 
gneans are required to defend the furgeon from its 
noxious effluvia, fuch as ftopping up the ears and 
nofe, and being frequently enveloped with the 
_fteam, from a ftrong folution of myrrh in vinegar, 
by repeatedly pouring that, or the cum itfelf, on an 
ignited iron, or common heater placed in a fire pan, 
or fuch like receptacle, and now and then gargling 
and wafhing the mouth with brandy, Re chose 


EMBALMING. 


The furgeon is very feldom called upon to per- 
form this office, except upon the death of fome 
great perfonage; yet it cannot be thought improper 
in a book of this kind to give fome account of the 
means which were faid to have been ufed abroad on 
fuch an occafion. 

The face and hairy parts being clofe fhaved, and 
the ‘contents removed from the thorax, abdomen, 
head, and orbits of the eyes, each cavity was well 
‘cleanfed with vineoar and water; and after the 
mioifture in every part had been perfectly abforbed 
by fpunge, and the whole riot dry with warm 
cloths, the infide of each was wafhed with a folution 
of ambergreafe, in hungary water, and filled with 
the compofition ‘hereafter mentioned, :grofsly pow- 
dered ; after which the eyelids were clofed, and the 
reft of the cavities were{titched up with the glover’s 
‘fature'; the mouth was alfo well cleanfed, and filled 
‘with ‘the powder: the whole of ‘the external furface 
was then lightly rubbed ‘with effential aromatic oils, 
fn which ‘a little ambergreafe had been diffolved, 
and covered with proper cloths and rollers fpread 
with‘a'cerate, compofed ‘of refin, wax, gum wpe: 
| - an 
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and fheep’s fuet; a double flay, fpread with the fame, 
was alfo fpread yndar the chin, and faftened upon the 
upper part of the head.. The brain and vifcera well 
cleanfed, and covered with the aromatic powder, 
were put into a leaden cheft, and foldered down; 
and the heart, after being properly cleanfed, and its 
cavities well filled with the powder and fewed up, 
was placed in a filver urn, 

Incifions have. fometimes been made into the _ 
flefhy parts, which were. firft cleanfed and. properly 
filled with the powder, afterwards covered with the 
reft of the body. 

Mr. Gooch prepared his cere-cloth with ° wax, 
refin, ftorax, and painters drying oil; which com- 
pofition being made of a fit confiftence, and heated 
to a proper degree, he ordered to be laid on with a 
brufh in eats ah) thicknefs, to which a faint flefh 
colour might be given with vermillion; and propofed 
this covering, when cold and ftiff on the part, to be 
lightly ftruck over with hard varnifh ; he alfo thinks, 
that a varnith of that kind, thickly ‘applied, might 
be ufed alone. He advices acap to be well adapted 
to the head, with a flap falling down upon the neck, 
and to. be fewed under the chin ; and a few circular 
' turns to be made with a broad roller round the neck: 
all the reft of the corpfe to be inclofed in a fheet art- 
fully cut, and fewed on very clofe and {mooth, with 
the finett herring-bone feam, then drefled and 
placed in the coffin. 


POWDER FOR EMBALMING, 


Lavender and rofemary flowers, each four 
pounds; the tops of wormwood, Arabian 
fteechas, fouthernwood, with the leaves of 
the Syrian mattiche, - aloés-wood, and -cala- 
mus aromaticus, each three pounds ; of the 
gums, myrrh, ftorax, benjamin, frankin- 
cenfe, and the bark of faffafras, each one 

pound ; 
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pound; nutmegs, mace, cloves, and: cinna- 
~»-mon, eachtwo.ounces. Mix; and make into 
a grols powder, | 


_ It will be rather difficult to procure every herb or. 
flower of this receipt in exaét quantity; if fo, the 
beft fubftitutes will be fuch as are moft fragrant. A 
few of the fragrant herbs, and gums in due propor- 
tion with the above quantities, will anfwer the pur- 
pofe equally well, and be more convenient as to ex- 
pence, on lefs particular occafions. 


DISORDERS anv OPERATIONS precuriar to WOMEN, 


DISORDERS OF THE BREASTS, 


Thefe like other foft parts, are fubje& to inflam- 
mation, both from external and internal caufes. 
When proceeding from external injuries, the part is 
‘more likely to prove {cirrhous than to fuppurate, 
particularly if they affect the glandular part of the 
breaft. : 

Milk-fore. The inflammation which attacks the 
breafts of women, moft commonly happens. foon 
after delivery particularly if the lochia are pre-~ 
maturely fuppreffed, and the fluids are too copioufly 
derived to the breafts to admit of a regular fecre- 
tion, or an eafy exit. The breaft in that cafe be- 
eins to grow turgid, is hot and throbbing, and dif- 
tinct hardneffes are to be felt; which if not timely 
prevented by art, or relieved by an effiux of the 
fecreted fluid, are very likely to proceed to matura- 
tion. This kind of infammation will, at any future 
period during the time that the woman continues 
fuckling, be fubject to fuppurate upon flighter oc- 
¢afions, 

Sometimes, for want of due maturation, {mall 
tumours or knots, remain in the cellular or adipofe 

mem- 
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membrane, and the glandular part is obftru¢ted and ‘ 


grows indurated; which by negleét or mifmanage- 
ment, have laid the foundation for amincurable {eirr- 
hus. Such indurated tumours differ much in their 
nature, fhape, and general confequenees; thofe of 
the cellular and adipofe membrane, being of an 
irregular form, not much attended with pain, or 
very hard, and feldom adhering; whereas thofe in 
the glandular part are of the true f{cirrhous kind, 
round, or oval, and very hard to the touch. The 
former are often relieved by topical applications, the 
latter moft frequently require excifion. Thefe kinds 
of tumours are therefore of more or lefs confequence, 
according to'their fize, depth, and the ftate of the 
conftitution, or as they affect the mammary gland, | 
Causss. The inflammation which preceeds the 
milk-fore, may-arife from too fudden a diftenfion of 
the mammary veffels, an imperfect fecretion, 1m- 
proper and topical applications, with defign to pre- 
vent or repel the fecretion, cold, an acrid ftate of 
the juices, plethora, or external injury; which lat- 
ter may be the caufe of inflammation, whether ac- 
companied with, or independent of, the milk fecre- 
tion. 
Cours. Ifthe inflammation which happens after 
tying-in, be attended to in proper time, it. may be 
checked, by keeping the patient in a-half-fitting 
pofture in bed, gently relieving the bowels by olyf- 
ter, or fome other means, and giving her plenty of 
diluting liquors. If the breaft feel very tenfe, it 
fhould be bathed now and then with a little pure ‘oil 
ef olive, or if on the fecond or third day after de- 
livery, the milk fecretion fhould ‘be irregular, and 
the breaft {well and indurate, the common poul- 
tice, with white bread and milk, fhould ‘be applied 
night and morning at leaft. ‘Lhe nurfes, to whofe 
care the good women are too much trufted upon 
fuch occafions, eagerly and repeatedly. put the ‘child 
to the breaft, apply glaffes, or ufe fome kind -of 
| means 


» 
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means to draw the breafts, as they quaintly term ir, 
to the no {mall pain and fatigue of the patient. But 
to thofe who can reafon upon the fubjeét,. it is evi- 
dent, that fuch treatment muft do more harm than 
good; and that the tenfion is much more likely to 
be relieved by a few applications of the poultice, 
affifted with gentle diaphoreties und laxatives. - 
Should the complaint refift thefe firft atcempts, ma 
_ turation will probably enfue, and the emollient poul- 
tice is moft likely to affift its procrefs. 

‘ As foon as it appears to be maturated, an opening 
 fhould be made fufficient to give vent to the con- 
tents; and whilft hardnefs remains, the poultice 
alone is the beft remedy, afterwards lint fpread with 
white cerate may be applied. When more than one 
fore forms in the breaft, the treatment fhould be 
the fame, taking care to make the opening for the 
difcharge of their contents, at the place where na- 
ture points for it. Some quondam practitioners 
were very fond of poking out finuffes, and formid- 
ably flafhing the breaft in every direction; but ex- 
perience tells us, that it is beft to follow nature’s 
dictates, particularly in abfceffes of this kind; ex- 
cept where her procefs has been difturbed by prob~ 
ing, tents, efcharoties, and fuch like rough means: 
and even then the more acceptable change of gentle 
and fuperficial treatment, will moftly anfwer bett. 
When it is neceflary to repel the milk, thatis, when 
no ends can be procured without caufing inflamma~ 
tion, it ought to be proceeded upon with due cau- 
tion. Sometimes warm cloths will promote its dif- 
charge by the nipples, and carry it off; fometimes a 
fiux of urine, profufe fweats, or a copious difcharge 
from the bowels: but if none of thefe excretions 
fhould take place after it has returned into the 
_ habit, much mifchief may follow, particularly in 
weak conftitutions. In fuch cafes, it will be proper 
to.ufe gentle diaphoretics, aperients, Sc. otherwife, 
flow remitting fevers, cedematous {wellings in the 


legs 
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legs and thighs, abfceffes under the axilla, and fuch 
kind of accidents have happened in see of 
its remaining in the:habit. | 

If the lochia or menftrual difcharge fhould be fup- 

preffed, perhaps a flicht bleeding will be neceflary 5 
comprefies dipped in Mindererus’s fpirit,, properly 
neutralized and gently warmed, ‘which is a more fafe: 
and mild repellent than Goulard water, alfo platters,’ 
and ardent f{pirit with pins diffolved in it, may 
be proper. 
- Thofe indurations which are formed in the cellular 
and adipofe membrane, are frequently refolved by a 
_ Jong continuance of the bread poultice, and now 
and then giving a calomel pill or two with a laxative 
draught. Thofe that are fixed in the glandular fub- 
ftance, have been known to yield to a poultice made 
with linfeed meal, hemlock, and decoétion of chamo- 
mile flowers, as mentioned siofliol the article fcirrhus, 
accompanied with an alterative courfe of calomel 
and cicuta, or now and then rubbing into the habit, 
a {mall portion of the {trong mercurial ointment. « If, 
after proper trial the foregoing means fhould not have 
the defired effet, excifion is the only refource. It 
would be highly improper, upon any occafion, to 
adminifter the cicuta, or active medicines of any 
kind, before the child has been weaned. 

The oedematous {welling in the lee and thigh, 
which fometimes has encreafed to an enormous fize, 
has at firft been relieved by the faline draughts in 
effervefcence, by promoting the urinary: fecretion, 
with the occafional affiftance of a laxative draught 
with manna and foluble tartar... When obftinate, a 
pill with calomel and camphor for two or three 
nights fucceffively, paffed off with a mild aperient, 
a tightifh bandage carried fpirally from the toe up- 
wards, country air, moderate exercife, and a dxy 
diet have proved effectual. 

The beft application to the nipples, when excori- 
ated, are, mucilaginous lotions, or mild cerates. 

Scirrbus 
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Scirrbus and Cancer, © Thefe complaints chiefly af- 
feét the breafts of women: ‘The different ftages, 
caufes, and treatment, and the general mode of ex- 
tirpating {cirrhous tumours, or the occult kind of 
- cancer, are noticed under thofe heads; it is in 
tended: therefore in this place, more particularly to 
point out the ufual mode of operating when the 
{kin is more-or lefs difeafed; and to deferibe the 
mode of excifion practifed by Mr. Fearon, furgeon 
of the Surry Difpenfary; in whofe Treatife on Can- 
cers, fatisfactory’ proofs have been given of ‘its 
utility and fuccefs, in every cafe where the integu+ 
ments could be fufficiently. preferved for healing 
by primary and fecondaty union. Previous to 
which, it may not be improper to mention two 
objections to the operation, which, the furgeon will 
find ftrongly impreffed on the mind of the patient. — 
.- Itis frequently urged by the afflicted, and their 
- numerous vifitants, that the milder complaint may 
remain in an indolent ftate for many years; and that 
in the confirmed ftate, there is no certainty of the 
operation proving effectual; both which arguments 
- are delufive, and tend to prevent the operation being 
performed in due time. In anfwer to which, it 
fhould be zealoufly proved, that many knots in this 
part which had appeared to be of little importance, 
have rapidly degenerated into cancers, particularly 
about the end of) menftruation; and that fome 
moft dreadful cancers, in which the difeafed part 
adhered to the mufcles and ribs, and even when the 
latter were carious, have been’ cured after extirpa- 
tion, and remained free from relapfe. Alfo, that 
it is an indifputable fact, that the earlier in the 
difeafe the operation is performed, the more likely 
it is to be attended with lafting fuccefs. - 

Nothing then abfolutely prohibits the operation, 
but when the life is likely to be immediately en- 
angered: by it, or the glandular fyftem and habit 
are two generally affected. In fuch cafes, the means — 
pre- 
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prefcribed under the article Cancer, fhould be reée- 
ferred to. It will be alfo right, in the large ul- 
cerated cancer particularly, to ufe the alterative 
courfe, together with the bark, as foon after the 
operation as the fuppurative procefs 1s confirmed. 

Great improvements have been lately made in the 
general mode of extitpating {cirrhous tumours from 
the breafts, by preferving the found fkin which 
covers the difeafed part, in order to leffen the di+ 
menfion of the fore, and heal it the fooner; but 
fome practitioners ftill continue to ftuff the wound 
with lint, and thereby impede the natural procefs 
by the firft intention, wherever fuch means aré 
practicable. Heretofore it was a maxim, when the 
tumour occupied a great part of the breaft, to re- 
move the whole, leaving a large open wound; but 
the remarkable fuccefs which has attended the new 
practice of excifion, and healing by the firft in- 
tention, clearly proves, that the limits of the operas 
tion ought to be as confined as poffible, except 
when the teguments are too much difeafed. 

In {cirrhous or cancerous complaints, where the 
teguments are difeafed, or adhere fo clofe as not to 
admit of being feparated from the tumour, one in- 
cifion is fometimes made the whole length, and thé 
bad part is taken off from one or both fides, in as 
{trait a direction as poffible; at other times, the 
whole of the difeafed integuments are included within 
a circular or two femilunar incifions. 

The tumour which in thefe cafes is -formed in the 
armpit, when large and firmly attached to the fub- 
jacent or adjacent parts, it is dangerous to meddle 
with, but if in the leaft moveable, it may be fafely 
diffected away, by drawing it forward with the hook, 
fingers, ora ftrong ligature paffed through the middle 
of it. Ifachain of indurated glands run up to thé 
clavicle or armpit, they muft be difleéted away by 
an opening continued from the breaft, but if not 
particularly connected with the fore at the apts 
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diffefen€ openings may be made, It ought to be 
obierved alfo, that the operation can be of little or 
no ufe, unlefs the tumotirs under the armpit be to- 
tally removed. 3 iy Mis 
Mr. Fearon’s modé of excifion; and his after- 
treatment, are conducted after thé following man- 
Hers usin! | irr an fee 
The. patient being feated ‘conveniently, with the 
head:{upported on a pillow, by an affiftant behind, 
and her arms held by one’ on each fide, the fur-. 
eeon makes a horizontal incifion, in the direétion: 
of the ribs, a little below the nipple; the affiftants) 
then .draw the tezuments as far afunder as poflible, 
and prefs their. fingers on the bleeding arteries, 
whilft. the furgeon,'is diffeCling the difeafed mafs 
from the {kin above, and the pectoral mufcle or 
parts below: after which, the wound being carefully 
examined, every {mall indurated or thickened partis 

removed. Take eT eA 
‘The hemorrhage by this time generally ceafes 5 
but..if.an- artery full bleed) freely, it muft be -fe- 
cured by means ofthe tenaculum and ligature, the: 
ends of which are left a propér length out-of the 
-wounds.«eThe: whole is. then fpunged clean, and 
the parts and edees. of the wound are laid even and 
‘in perfeé& contact, and retained fo by two, three, 
or more futures of the’interrupted kind, according 
te the extent/of the wotind, and by the application 
of fips of adhefive plaiter, in the intermediate fpaces, 
scrofs the line of inceoniiniey hot eid as 0 
-Abeut the third or fourth day, the ferous dif- 
charge appears through the bandages, and the flips 
of plafter grow loofe and: require to be removed: 
the ftitches in’ the teguments may then be divided 
with a,pair of {ciffars. The incifion-is after this 
dreffed daily with {mall flips of lint, fpread thin. with 
a mild cerate’ made with the purett oil and wax, 
The ligaments by which the arteries are fecured, 
are gently tugged every day after the firft inflam- 
mation 
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mation ig abated, and drawn’ away! in due time for 
the fecondary union, or what is termed adhefive in- 
flammation, to take place. ‘Fhe cure is ereatly ac- 
celerated, by repeatedly fupporting the edges with a 
few flips of adliefive platter. 

When the fkin is ulcerated or difeafed, a fecond 
incifion is made in as ftraic a line as the inclufion: of 
the difeafed part will admit, as far as the extremity 
of the firft; and the edges, &cc. are brought togethce* 
in’the fame manner as’ before directed. ©The in+ 


_ c#ftorl he orders to be made below the nipple, be- 


caufe the natural pofition of the part more readily 
inclines to union, and the breaft ts lefs as gp We to de- 
formity, 

This method deferves particular attention, : as the 
cure ‘ls generally completed in-a fortnight or three 
weeks; nay, fometimes in as many days as weeks, . 
where the fuppurative procefs has taken place. 

The difficulties that the inventor has found in 
eftablifhing this method, are not at all to be won- 
dered at, fince credit will attend every new mode of 
praétice, according as it is countenanced oF the lead- 
ing men in the profeffion. 

A large thick foft comprefs made of net cae 
lias been in ufe, is to be applied after each mode’ 
of drefling, and a linen, or rather flannel foller, 
about five inches broad, and fix or eight yards long, 
bound gently tight over all. - Fhe arm, on the 
affected fide, is to 5 be fupported in the flexed politon, 
i a handkerchief tied round the neck. 

Wens, glandular, ftrumous, or encyfted tumours, 
may be operated upon, after one or other of the 
foregoing methods ; and care fhould be taken to pre- 
ferve a due quantity of found fkin and integuments,. 
in order.to promote union by the firft intention, 2 
much as poffible. , 

The method of extirpating fcirrhous or can- 
cerous tumous by caultic, is infinitely more ir- 
feitund painful, and imperfect, than by the knife, 
i 1 
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it has aot therefore been attempted by thé regular 
Ne coe except where the knife was inadmif= 
fible, bse Fae. SY ty LER, 


CABSARIAN SECTION. 


_ The moit confiderable impediment to natural 
child bitth is; when the pelvis is fo diftorted, or 
contracted in its dimenfions, as to prevent the child’s 
head paffing without being opened. In otder there- 
fore to preferve the life of the child; two formida- 
ble operations have been practifed; the one ‘deno- 
minated céefarian fection; the other, the fection of 
the fymphyfis pubis. skis 

The cefarian fection: was originally performed 
after the mother’s death; afterwards, when there 
was no other profpect of faving either mother or 
child. Rive | 

The honour of afcertaining the extreme dimenfion 

of the pelvis, in which embryulcia, or the extraction 
of the foetus can be. performed; of fixing due limits 
_ to the czfarian operation; and checking the danger- 
ous practice of dividing the fymphyfis pubis, which 
latter was humanely pointed out as a medium for 
the fafety of both mother and child, is principally 
due to Dr. William Ofborne, of London, who in 
his excellent Effay on Laborious Parturition, has 
regularly proved, that death is almoft infallibly the 
mother’s lot by the cefarian operation, and that no 
circumitance can render the fectio fymphyfis warrant- 
able: 4 . 

~ Much has been written for arid againft the ceefarian 
Operation, but the want of fuccefs with refpect to 
the life of the mother, in every attempt lately made 
in thefe kingdoms, feems ftrangely to contradiet the 
accounts which have been publifhed in its favour.’ 
In inftances where the diameter of the pelvis 1s lefs 
than one inch and a half, it is perhaps the only mode 
for delivery, fince the gaining three or four lines 
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by means. of the fectio fymphyfis will be manifeftly 


ufelefs. In every fuch cafe, therefore, it is furely- 


more warrantable to give the mother the chance of 
this operation, although dangerous i in the extreme, 
than fuffer her to.die. undelivered. 

The mode of operating is as follows: An incifion 
fix inches, in, length, beginning between two and 
three inches higher than the navel, is to. be made 
in-a longitudinal direction, about a. hand’s. breadth 
from that party and on the fide of the abdomen to 
which the uterus inclines, through the adipofe mem- 
brane; an opening is then to be. carefully made 
through the tendinous expanfion of the abdominal 
mufcles and peritoneum, fuficient to admit the 


fore-finger of the left hand, upon which the curved 
knife is to be conducted upwards, along the courfe. 
of the incifion, when, unlefs the cate be extra-_ 


uterine, the uterus being brought to view, an aper- 
ture is to be made saith the fame caution near the 


centre of the wound, into the uterus, -and large. 
enough for.. the introduction of the finger, upon. 
which the point of the knife is to be “conducted. 


upwards and downwards, in. equal. extent with the 
outward incifion. The placenta. and membranes 
will moft probably incline to protrude at the inflant 
that the incifion in the uterus 1s compleat.. The 
_ fides of this incifion are to be kept as much afunder 
as poflible, whilft the hand of the operator, or an 


affiftant, 1s introduced for the foctus, which muft be 


extracted by.the feet, | 

This being done, an affiftant fhould be ready to 
tie and divide the umbilical cord, and the placenta 
is to be removed as foon, as poffible, fince the 
uterus quickly contracts, but more efpecially as 
foon as freed from its contents; which circumftance 


occafions the omentum and inteftines to. prefs for-_ 


ward in fuch a manner as to require an afliftant to. 
keep them back, whilft the operator is cleanfing 
the wound, and fewing it up. This ought to be 

done 
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at proper intervals, each flitch being made an inch 


at leaft, or an inch and half from the edge of the 


lips of the wound, which fhould be déeffed with litt 
_ and a common ‘pledget. : 


_ Heifter’advices the incifion to be made between 


the navel and ilium, through the point Where the 
paracentefis is commonly made ; but in an account 


né With the quilled fature, and double licature, 


7X 


of this operation, as performed in’ the year 1769, .. 


by that ingenious and fkilful operator Mr. Henry 
Thompfon, then one of ‘the Surgeons of the Lon- 
don Hofpital, it is proved, that the courfe of the 
linea femilunaris, is by far the moft eligible part 
to operate in, both to leffen the chance of heemorr- 
hage, and avoid the protrufion of the inteftines and 
omentum ; the whole lofs of blood during that 
operation, which is the ftandard of the foregoing 
directions, having not exceeded four ounces.—Vide 
Med. Obf. and Eng. vol. i. : 

It is recommended by Heifter to fow up the 
wound in the abdomen, fo as to leave an opening 
at the bottom for the infertion of a canula, tent, 
&c. which precaution is certainly of no kind of 
ule, fince it cannot, with either convenience or 
fafety, be made a depending orifice, or be in the. 
leaft connected with the internal wound. 


DIVISION OF THE SYMPHYSIS PUBIS, 


> Pt ay * . . . e 
From the favourable opinions which many prin- 


cipal men in the profeffion abroad have publickly | 


avowed concerning this operation, the extravagant 
encomiums of fome eminent practitioners in mid- 
wifry who have performed it, and the fingular 


honours and rewards conferred on Mr. Sigault for | 


firft attempting it, one would hardly fuppofe that 
the utility ‘of it could be at all difputed. On the 


other hand, when we duly confides that to gain four 
ae. Bb 3 lines, 
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lines, or one third of an inch at moft, the offa pubis 
amuft be feparated two inches and a half; and when, 
as Dr. Ofborne has very juftly obferved, ‘‘ we re- 
flec&t upon the mifchief that the foft parts muft fuffer 
from fuch a feparation, particularly thofe which lie 
immediately behind, and in contaét with the offa 
pubis, by being torn from the bones to which they 
are naturally connected, expofed for a confiderable © 
time to the external air, and by being preffed againit 
the divided edges of the bones of the pelvis, in the 
paflage of the child’s head;”’ it feems to be rather 
more extraordinary, that men of experience and _ 
knowledge fhould have given it the leaft degree of 
countenance. 

Whoever attentively follows the Doétor through 
this fenfible performance, will find that he has 
regularly and’ clearly demonftrated the following 
facts : | 

That a child at full maturity cannot be born alive 
through the natural paffage, where the-dimenfion of 
the pelvis is not two inches and three quarters from 
pubis to facrum. 

That when a pelvis meafures from two inches, to 
‘ two inches and three quarters, the head being 
opened in the beginning of the labour, may col- 
lapfe and be forced down by the powers of nature, 
without the ufe of the crotchet; or that it may at 
leaft be more eafily and fafely effected therewith. 

That the head of a child at full maturity cannot 
be engaged in a pelvis which meafures only from 
one inch and a half, to little more than two inches, 
without the help of the crotchet. | 

That a child at full maturity has been extracted 
’ -by the Doctor, with fafety to the mother, by means 
- of.the'crotchet, where it meafured not more than 
‘one inch.and a half from pubis to facrum; which 
is much lefs than is thought to require the cafarean 
‘Operation. | : 

That confidering the life of the child in socigith 
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and natural light, it ought not to be put in compe- 
tition with the fafety of the mother. And, 

That, as has been before remarked, the offa 
; pubis muft be feparated two inches and a half, to 
gain four lines, or one third-of an inch at moft. 

From thefe facts, together with the hiftory and 
event of feventeen cafes out of twenty-five, wherein 
the fectio-fymphyfis had been performed Seb 
to the publication of the effay, particularly the de- 
tail of the firft cafe, which may be called a hair- 

breadth efcape, he has confuted every argument in 
its favour, by proving from the accounts of thofe 
~who are partial to this operation, that every one of 
thefe cafes was attended with fever, inflammation, 
gangrene, fiftula of the bladder, exfoliation in the 
offa pubis, and other grievous fymptoms ; and that 
in moft inftances, it ha gs not anfwered one part of 
its original intent; namely, that of preferving the 
child; alfo, that in feveral it has terminated fatally 
to both the mother and child. 

Mr. Bell, in the fixth volume of his excellent 
book of furgery, has fingularly noticed the divifion 
of the fymphyfis pubis. | He advifes that operation, 
in preference to the delivery with the crotchet: and 
from what he has there advanced, ,it may reafonably 
be fuppofed, that his opinions on this fubject have 
‘not been*formed from practice ; particularly when 
he declares, ** That the divifion of the fymphyfis 
pubis is not i any re/peti hazardous.” 

‘The following is: a brief defcription of the opera- 
tion, as it was fart performed by Mefirs. Sigault and 
Le Roy, together with its event : 

It was) performed with a common biftoury, by 
cutting through the 1 integuments and linea alba, be- 
ginning the operation at the upper and central part 
of the fymp hyfis pubis ;. then introducing the fore- 
finger as. a director, and dividing the ligaments and | 
cartilage ; ; Immediately upon which, the offa pubis 
{eparated about two inches and a half, The feet of 
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the child are {aid to have been’ brought down. by 


Mr. Sigault, and. the delivery to have been quickly 
accomplifhed by his able advocate, M. Le Roy. 
The child was born alive, and no hzmorrhage ts 
faid to have enfued. A bandage was afterwards 
applied round the body of the mother, in’ order to 
keep the pelvis firm. All .wént on pretty well till 
about the fixth day, when the patient vggs-feized 
with rigor, and every inflammatory fympé@gm; gan- 
grene and flough enfued, in the urinary paflage at 
leaft, which was: wounded in the operation, and 
moft probably in the bladder itfelf, She had two 
relapfes, in both which her life was defpaired of ; 
and fhe could not be pronounced out of danger 
from the operation, till about the thirtieth day, after 
which fhe gradually recovered. No inconvenience is 
{aid to have remained, except that whilft ftanding 
or walking, her urine would pafs away involuntarily, 
It ought to be further remarked, that the child was 
very {mall, and that its birth was fuppofed to be 
premature, | 


OBSTRUCTIONS, COHESIONS, AND STRICTURES IN 
THE GENITALS. 


Obftructions and cohefions fometimes happen in 
girls, at the entrance of the urethra and vagina. 

The firft is difcovered foon after birth, from there 
being no paffage for the urine ; in whiche¢afe, if not 
foon relieved, the infant muft perifh. Sometimes 
the paflage is fmall, and contracted in fuch a man- 
ner, that the urine can only be difcharged by drops. 
The orifice of the vagina is alfo at times {hut up by 
the hymen, or a thick fiefhy membrane; which 
circumftance is feldom difcovered till the age of pu- 
berty, when the menftrual difcharge is prevented 
from making its exit; producing fulnefs and tu- 
mour at the part, with the general fymptoms of fup- 
preffion. Cohefion, and firicture, are alfo: known 
: to 
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tooccur on the fides of the vacina, “The former 
inftances are moftly natural aeteew and imperfec- 
tions ; the latter may proceed from thicknels of the 
e0ats, ulceration, and cicatrix. 

In all fuch cafes, relief is principally ‘to we pe 
tained from the knife and director, or finger in its 
ftead, as deferibed under the /article Imperforated 
Anus ; taking care to avoid injuring the bladder 
and rectum. When the hymen is extended over | 
the urethra, 4 longitudinal incifion may fuffice. 

When either paffage i is very {mall and contracted, 
it may be relieved in great meafure by dilatation, or 
gradual diftenfion, with a bougie of a proper fize, 
or after the manner: defcribed by Mr. Bromfield ; 
which is, by introducing the clofed end of the ap- 
pendicle of the blind gut of an animal, or fowl, in 

a collapfed ftate, up the paflage, to the'extent of 
tie conftriction, and filling it with tepid water by 
means of a fyringe; then fecuring the open end, 
which mutt be left out a proper length, by ligature. 
This contrivance has anfwered well in feveral cafes 
where dilatation or compreffion was required ; par- 
ticularly in compreffing the mouths of the veffels in 
the bleeding piles, when feated out of the'reach of 
the needle. Scarifications, or {mall incifions, are 
recommended on the fides of the vagina, when ftric- 
tured from cicatrix, 8c. 

Warts, Tubercles, Caruncles, Ex xcre/cences, and en~ 
larged Nymphe. Excrefcences of various fizes and 
fhape, refembline warts, erapes, mulberries, mufh- 
rooms, &c. infeft the private parts of women, both 
internally and externally, are exceedingly trouble- 
fome, and have fometimes degenerated into can- 
cers. Proper diftinction fhould be made between 
fome’ particularly fhaped excrefcences, and the pro- - 
Japfus uteri, or vagine. 

When tumours of this kind greatly obftruct the 
paflage, it may be neceffary to remove them by 
jigature, fciffars, knife, or eatheretics, as in thofe 
3 2 about 
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about the anus, The nymphz are fometimes Agi 
enlarged and indurated, requiring to be partly, or 
wholly, extirpated with the knife. When fuch 
complaints arife from a vitiated habit, a proper 
courfe of medicines will be accel, 


PROLAPSED AND INVERTED UTERUS. 


Prolapfus Uteri. ‘This complaint is citpaatied 
into two kinds; the incomplete, which is fo ‘termed 
whilft the uterus remains in the vagina, formerly 
called defcenfus ; and the complete, to which alone 
was given the appellation of prolapfus, when it 
reaches beyond the pudendum, 

When the prolapfed part gets low down in the 
vagina, the fenfe of weight, rritation, and painful 
diftenfion, are exceedingly fatiguing ; and as it pro- 
ceeds towards the os externum, the preflure againft 
the urethra and rectum, frequently creates great dif- 
ficulty and pain in pafling both urine and {tool : 
much more trouble arifes, when the prolapfed part 
protrudes beyond the external orifice, particularly 
excoriation and painful irritation from friction in 
walking, 

When the diforder proceeds from relaxation, oF 
violence, and makes a gradual progrefs, it is not fo 
likely to inflame; but when it follows immediately 
after a laborious birth, they parts fhould be quickly 
returned, otherwife the fudden diflodgement and 
expofure to the air, are very likely to "produce i in- 
flammation and gangrene, 

The prolapfus uteri may, by a careful Pa 
tion, be perfectly diftinouithed, either from its 
inverfion, the prolapfus vaginz, or excrefcences of 
that part. The former 1s ‘of a firmer texture, and 
wears a fmoother furface than either of the latter 
complaints; befides, the os internum is commonly 
to be feen or felt in the firft, and.not in either of 
the oither tumours, 

Causts, 
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~ Causzs, The prolapfus is generally fuppofed to 

arife from a relaxation of the ligamenta lata and 
rotunda, but chiefly from weaknefs in the vagina ; 
all which may be occafioned from a debility in 
the. habit, laborious births, or frequent mifcar- 
rlages. 3 

Cure. When it follows a difficult labour, or 
rough treatment, it ought to be reduced as early 
as poflible, for fear of alarming confequences. After 
reduction, the patient muft be kept for fome time 
in a fupine pofture, with her hips elevated, and her 
thighs clofe to one another; by which means only, 
in a recent cafe, the parts have been known to re- 
cover their tone. Should inflammation follow, pro- 
ceed as in other cafes, confiftent with the nature of 
the habit and particular ftate after labour. The the- 
baic tincture, with antimonial or ipecacuanha wine, 
internally; and properly repeated, together with 
diluent liquors, are moft likely to be. ferviceable 
under fuch fymptoms. 

If the complaint be of long ftanding, and its de- 
fcent low down, the reduétion will be proper, and 
it may be.frequently retained by means of a counter- 
diftenfion in the vagina with a peffary, which in- 
ftrument is made of box, lignum vite, or ivory; 
the bark, chalybeates, and fuch like tonic remedies, 
together with the cold bath, are alfo neceffary. 
Fumes, fomentations, and injections, are not likely 
to have good effect, unlefs the weaknefs proceeds 
from, or is increafed by a copious difcharge of 
mueus, or fluor albus; then dry fumes from the 
gums benjamin, maftich, olibanum, &c, and aftrin- 
gent injections, may prove ferviceable. The dif> 
tenfion of the uterus during pregnancy, often fup; — 
ports the part. | | 

The mode of reducing a prolapfus is eafily to he 
underftood from what has been obferved refpecting 
the prolapfus ani, The patient muft be laid Pa a 
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back, with her hips elevated, and the part is to be 
artfully paffed up as high as poffible, by means of 
prefiure with the fingers of each hand, near to the 
verge of the vagina; then retained fo by the fore- 
going pofture in cafe of tendency to inflammation ; 
or, if free from fuch dangerous fymptoms, by. means 
of peflary, comprefs, and bandage: Peffaries. are 
made of different fhapes as well as ‘fizes. The globe 
peflary is much recommended by Dr. Denman, in 
the London Medical Journal for 1786, part 1. but 
it has not fat eafy with fome perfons. 


Inverted Uterus. This difafter feldom hanith, 


but from the rafhnefs or mifmanagement of the 
midwife. Too great force applied to the navel 
{ftring, together with the expullive threes of the wo- 
man, before the uterus has had time to contrat, is 
very likely to draw down the fundus without the 
os externum. In fuch a cafe it will be extremely 
dangerous to wait for feparating the placenta, both 


for fae of confiderable hemorrhage and contraction | 
of the vagina and uterus ; initead: thereof, try im- 


mediately, yet carefully, to revert the fundus; 
which, if not praéticable by other means, prefs the 
fingers of, both hands on the inward part, and 
gradually {gueeze it up as in the prolapfus ani, and 
follow it up with the whole hand, whilft the os uteri, 


and vagina, remain in a relaxed and dilated ftate. 


The patient fhould be placed, and continued in the 
pofture heretofore defcribed, with her thighs put 
clofe together. Cafes are known where the in- 


verted uterus has remained low in the vagina, even _ 


protruded beyond the labia pudendi, and has been 


nearly contracted to its natural fize, many years 


after fuch accidents; but a conftant drain, and 
other dreadful OBES, have: fooner or later 
proved fatal. | 


. RETRO- 


| 


PRACTICAL SURGERY. 384 
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, RETROVERTED UTERUS, 


“This difeafe has been but lately underftood. “Tt 
43s a a reflection, or doubling down as it were, of the 
fundus uteri, between the body of the. uterus and the 
rectum, in the eatly‘months of pregnancy. Its ge-' 
neral indications are, a fudden and continued pain 
in the lower part of the abdomen; pain, anda fenfe 
of weight in the back, loins, pelvis, and thighs ; 
together with a partial or total ftoppage of urine, 

and difficulty ,of, going to ftool. When this com- 
plaint attacks. the patient about the time that the 
fundus uteri fhould rife ‘above the brim of the 
pelvis, or is inattentively fuffered to continue im- 
‘ peded, it becomes locked up in the pelvis, and i is 
thus circumftanced. 

Great difficulty occurs in paffing both fool and 
urine, which evacuations, by degrees, become totally 
fuppreffed. A large tumour is “formed in the lower 
part of the. abdomen, by the diftended bladder; the 
finger cannot be paffed either up the vagina or rec- 
tum, on-account of the reflected uterus preffing the . 
former again{t the os pubis,, and the latter againit the 
infide of 1 the os coccygis; the neck of the bladder; 
or fome part of the urethra, alfo is compreffed, fo 
as fcarcely to admit.the catheter to pafs; and the 
diftended bladder potteriorly preffes the uterus back- 
wards and downwards; ahd as it rifes up into’ the 
abdomen, naturally drags with it the collum uteri, 
and meatus .urinarius. 

The pain, weight, and pratt: awh! are con- 
ftant attendants on the ‘complaint ; and the fubfe- 
quent fy mptoms, fuch as dry tongue, languor, ‘rigor,. 
fever, inflammation, tenfion, and gangrene, ‘are pro= 
duced by the continued ébftruction and’ diftenfion 
of the bladder, and inteftinal canal;+and° the blad- 
der is in danger. of burfting ifthe urine cannot be 
~ drawn off. | | ay ) 
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Causes. A pelvis formed moft capacious at iff 


inferior part, together with an over-diftended blad- 
der; in the early ftage of geftation, about the time 
that the uteris reaches the brim of the pelvis. | 

Cure: If this diforder happen early, and be 
propely attended to, it genérally gives way to the 
frequent ufe of thé ¢atheter, (the flexible male 
catheter is preferred) Or gly{ftefs, and gentle laxa- 
‘tives; otherwife, attempts fhould be made to reduce 
it after the following manner: Place thé patient on 
her fide, then introduce two fingers of One hand 
into the vagina, and one or two of the other into 
the rectum; and whilft fhe turns herfelf gradually 
on her knees and elbows, prefs the uterus forward 
and upward. When the attempt fucceeds, a relapfe 
is to be apprehended; therefore the patient fhould 
be kept in a recumbent pofture for fome days, or 
till the fundus uteri has pafied the brim of the pel- 
vis; and both the bladder and inteftine fhould be 
frequently emptied. 

It is to Dr. Denman’s indefatigable endeavours 
we are indebted for the gfeat and ufeful difcovery 
of this complaint ; which, although generally con- 
fidered as highly formidable heretofore, is proved 
to be a cafe of little difficulty or danger if timely 
attended to. i a 

Dr. Hunter has fugge/ted, perforation of the utérus 
per vaginam,; when the parts are found to be fo 
wedged in as to render. the feduction impracticable 
in the diftended ftate ; from which operation, the 
liquor amnii being difcharged, the fize of the uterus 
may be fo diminifhed as to admit of its repofition. . 
See further remarks on this dangerous expedient, 
Lond. Med. Obf. vol. iv. v. 

Prolapfus Vagine. A part, or the whole of the 
vagina, will fometimes protrude beyond the os ex- 
ternum, like a flefhy ring, red and bloody, and 
more or lefs fwelled. This complaint is generally — 
occafioned by weaknefs or over-diftenfion ; be it 
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frém either caufe, it requires much the fame treat- 
ment as the prolapfus uteri. 

Some attention is neceflary to diftingtith the par- 
tial prolapfed vagina from the polypous or flefhy ex- 
erefcence: which fometiines erows out of that part. 
The remains. of rugz appear moftly in the former ; 
its bafis is moft commonly broad, and the tumour 
does not feel pendulous. Stri€&t enquiry into the rife 
and progrefs of each, as well as the continuation of 
the part, will erfable the fkilful furgeon rit he to 
diftinguifh every tumour in thefe parts. | } 
- Laeeration of tke Perineum. This complaint ts to 
be prevented, by placing the hand firm againft the 
part, as foon as what is called the tumour begins to 
form, and forcibly refifting the latter part of ‘the la- 
bour. If the perineum only be torn, it may not be 
attended with very great inconvenience; but when 
the laceration extetids into the rectum, it becomes 

bad indeed. 

Dr. Denman is of opinion, that, fonietimes. at 
leaft, it ruptures ftom the pofterior part; as he re~ 
collects obferving a laceration in perinzo, between 
the rectum and: frenulum vaginee. 

The interrupted future is faid to have been tried 
in vain in all fuch cafes; the chief remedy confided 
in therefore at prefent is, keeping the parts as 
appofite as poffible, by lying in bed with the legs 
clofed. Perhaps fometimes, jut paring or fnipping 
the edges, and retdiriing them together whilft in the 
bleeding ftate, by means of the twifted future, as has 
been faccefsfully practifed with the jagged callous 
édges of the perinzeurn and urethra of men, might 
prove efficacious. Vide Warner’s Cafes. 

Cancerated Uterus. WWomen who have been. fub- 
je& to profufe menftruation, are verv likely to be 
afflicted with this terrible diforder; which com- 
tnonly makes its appearance about the time when 
that difcharge ceafés. It may originate from diffi- . 
cult labour, negleted prolapfus; as well as the ge- 
. nerak 
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neral caufes already mentioned under the article Can- 
cer. 

The fymptomsare,. ftretching pr ei a pains in 
the groins,. belly, and about the pelvis; induration 
and ulceration at or near the collum uteri; a foetid, 
fanious, and fometimes bloody difcharge; and, in 
procefs.of time, tumefaétion, and cedema in the la- 
bia pudendt,. which generally extend themfelves to 
the groins, and down the thighs. 

The powdered leaf of hemlock, with calomel, and 
bark, are faid to have. cured. an peice es fcirrhus in 


this part; but in this, as well as all complaints of 
this kind, no good is to be expected from the -ufe of 


medicine, without due perfeverance, 


DISORDERS OF INFANTS, ae 


Many irregularities and imperfections of the dif- 
ferent parts of children, previous to their birth, 
which require the. aid of the furgeon, are already 
noticed under the’ feveral articles re{pecting the 
penis and urethra, anus, hare-lip, cohefions and ob- 
ftructions, &c. It remains therefore principally _ to 
advert to the following complaints: _ 

Diftorted Knees, Legs and Feet. Children are fome- 
times born with knees or feet turned on one fide ; 
the bones of their legs are alfo fometimes weak and 
crooked ; which complaints are frequently confirmed, 
from being too lone neglected, or being fet upon 
their feet before their legs are ftrong enough to bear 
the weight of the body. 

The “diftorted parts are not unlikely to Be re- 
{tored to a tolerable ftate, by gradually attempting 
to lead them towards a direct pofition with the help 
of pafteboard fplints dipped in oxycrate, applied over 
a thin comprefs, ahd proper bandage. 

The club-foot, in its early ftage, is faid to have 
been cured by reverfing the pofition as much as pof- 
fible, and srt applying flips of linen cloth, 

dipped 
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dipped in an epithem made with whites of eogs and 
fiour, and keeping the limb in that pofture until the 
cloths are grown dry and {tiff 

In fome inftances, machines have been fo con- 
trived at a proper age, as not only to affift the weak- 
nefs, but alfo to relieve the diftortion of the limb. 

When the legs of a child: are weak or diftorted, it 
will be proper to enjoin reft, till the part is relieved 
as far as may be, or the conftitution is generally 
amended by the ufe of the cold bath, tinéture of 
bark:.and flowers of fteel, and now and then inter- 
pofing a gentle puke and dofe of rhubarb. 

Tumours on the Head. ‘The tumours here meant are 
fuch as form upon the head, chiefly over the fore-part, 
and on the fides, and are fuppofed to arife from fome 
injury received during a laborious birth. A tumour 
of this kind is without inflammation, foft, and con- 
taining a fluid of a purplifh red colour; it alfo feels 
bounded by aridge, as if there was a depreffion or 
deficiency in that part of the cranium; particularly 
when the fluid, which is generally extravafated blood, 
is lodged between the fkull and pericranium. 

Many practitioners have a terrific idea of thefe 
tumours; and fuppofing them to have.an important 
connection, do not care to meddle with them; but 
the fluid contained in them lies commonly between 
the teguments and pericranium, now and then be- 
twéen that membrane and the cranium; in which 
cafe, the external furface of the bone is fometimes 
injured. Some furgeons endeavour to difperfe them, 
by applying repeatedly comprefies wetted with brandy 
or red wine, and vinegar, in order to excite abforp- 
tion; whilft others condemn -fuch practice, left the 
_contained fluid fhotld not be in a ftate fit to be ab- 
forbed, and ufe the knife indifcriminately ; making 
‘an incifion nearly the length of the tumour, preffing 
out the contents, and drefling fuperficially. 
~~ Spina Bifida. This difeafe is a foft {welling which 
fometimes makes its appearance in different parts of 
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the fpine of a new-born infant. It is formed within 
the covering of the {pinal marrow, contains a ferous 
fluid, and lies in an opening between the neighbour- 
ing vertebra: and their proceffes. This complaint 
is local, and there is fometimes a deficiency of bone 
in the part; it generally proves fatal in a few 
months. A foft hollow pad has been fometimes ap- 
plied as a fupport to the part; but fhould no effec- 
tual remedy be difcovered, death muft be the 1 inevi- 
_ table confequence of a fpontaneous ofl 

Mr. Abefnethy, in his Effay on Lumbar Ab- 
fceffes, gives it as bis opinion, that this complaint is 
curable ; he recommends gentle preffure from birth, 
to prevent accumulation, and procure abforption, "ie 
Should that not have the defired, effect, and. the ac- 
cumulation of the fluid.continue, he thinks it ad- 
vifeable to difcharge the fluid, by punéture, with a 
fine cutting inftrument, and endeavour to heal by 
the firft intention. 

Swellings of this mortal kind have alfo been met 
with on different parts of the head... 

Nevi Materni. Thefe marks are often found, at 
birth, on different parts of the body, are of, various 
ferane refembling cherries, grapes, ftrawberries, &c. 
and moftly of a deep red or claretcolour. ‘They are 
commonly flat and broad, fometimes protuberant, 
and now and then pendulous, Thefe tumours are of 
the farcomatous kind, are abundantly fupplied with 
blood veffels, and whey increafing, fhould be re- 
moved by the knife or ligature, and be treated ac- 
cordingly. Their caufe 1s uly, a 
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EXTERNAL ‘MEDICINES, 
GENERALLY RECOMMENDED, 
4 . : a f ‘ ‘ 

Guulard’s Extra of Lead, 

Take a pound of litharge of gold, two pints of the 
beft white-wine vinegar; boil or rather fimmer them 
together in a glazed ‘earthen pipkin for an hour, now 
and then ftirring up the whole witha wooden fpatula ; 
fet the whole: by to fettle, and pour off the top.into 
bottles for ufe. The Lond. Pharm. orders litharge’ 
2ib. and 402. - diftilled vinegar one gallon, to be 


boiled to fix pints, fet by and ftrained; which ie 
equally efficacious with the former. 


Goulard’ 5 Vegeto- Mineral Water. 


Put two tea- fpoonfils, or one hundred. drops, of 
extract, with two tea-{poonfuls of brandy, to a quart, 
of water. ‘The quantity of extract and brandy may 
be increafed or diminithed according to. the ftate of 
the complaint, or the greater or lefs fenfibility of the 

art. 
This remedy is applicable to inflammations that 
principally arife from accident, and fhould: be ufed> 
cold in fummers and flightly warmed in winter. 


BEM’ s Saturnine Poe | 


Diffolve half an’ ounce’ of figar' of lead (ofthe 
acetata) in’four ounces ‘of! vinegar; and: two’ pints’ of* 
fpring water. 

This preparation ‘is‘of the farhe*riature with Gou- 
-lard’s vegeto- ‘mineral, water, or aq. litharg. acet. 

comp. Ph. Lond, ) 


Cc 2 Mi- 


388 PRACTICAL. SURGERY, 


| Mindererus’s Spirit. 


T akie-a lida bP ieblnule ‘ave (ammonia ppt.) and 
pour gradually upon it about four ounces of diftalled 
vinegar, occafionally ftirring the mixture. 

This is now called ag. ammon. acetat. It is an 
ufeful difcutient externally, and is often employed 
internally as a diaphoretic. 


Solution of Crude Sal. Ammoniac. 


Diffolve half an ounce-of crude fal ammoniac in a 
pint of French or diftilled vinegar. 

This is alfo a powerful difcutient, particularly in 
deep-feated tumours of the inflammatory kind. The 


foregoing folutions may be applied. by means of © 


linen rags frequently moiftened with one or other of 
them, or mixed with crumb of bread in Lge of a 
poultice. 


Common eae Poultice. 


. Take of milk half a pint; crumbs of white 
bread a fufficient quantity to give it a proper con- 
fiftence. Stir up the bread with the milk when 
heated, and add two or three fpoonfuls of the 
pureft oil, or a proportionate quantity of frefh butter ; 
then braid the whole with a fpoon into a {mooth 
mafs. ‘This is the common. fuppurative poultice, 
and is to be applied every three, four, or fix hours, 
fpread thick on doubled rag. 

Or, a poultice of the fame kind may be made, by 
_ merely foaking flices of new bread in boiling hot 
water till quite foft, then preffing out the fuperfluous 


water, and beating up the bread with a fpoon, adding ~ 


a {mall quantity of linfeed meal inftead of oil. 


Fermenting Poultice. 


This i is made with wheat flour, honey, water, and 
yeaft, in fufficient quantity to raife fermentation. It 


a : ~—- 
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is made into a thin pafte, and fet by the fire to fer- 
ment, then applied once or twice a-day. 

Or, as much oatmeal flour as is neceflary may be 
mixed up with infufion of malt into a poultice, adding 
a {fpoonful or more of yeatt. : | 

This kind of poultice is recommended to mortified 
parts. The peruvian bark and tinéture of opium 
have been fometimes added. 0 


Warm Difcutient Poultice. P 
Take of the crumb of white bread, or the flour of 
oatmeal and the lees of ftrong beer, each a fufficient 
quantity to form a poultice. | | 
This is ufed to cold tumours, flabby fores, and 
gangrene, ferving to affift the powers of circulation. 


Refolvent Poultice. 


Take of the crumb of white bread, oatmeal 
flour, or linfeed meal, three parts; the leaves frefh 
or powdered, or the root of hemlock fcraped, one 
part; infufion or a flight decoction of camomile 
flowers, enough to form a poultice. For its ufe, 
vide Scirrhus, | 


Adbefive or Sticking Plafter. 

Take of litharge plafter half a pound, burgundy 
pitch three ounces, or of yellow refin one ounce and 
half. Melt them: flowly together. Ufed for re- 
taining dreffings, and alfo the edges of wounds toge- 
ther. Vide Sutures. 


Anodyne Embrocation, 


Take of opodeldock, or fpirit of wine and cam- 
phor, an ounce and half; tiné&. of opium three 
drams. Mix. The tincture here prefcribed, is what 
was formerly called thebaic tincture, or laudanum, 
Vide Int. Rem. . | : 

Cc 3 Litharge 
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Litharge Plafter with the Gums. \ 
Take of litharge plafter three pounds, ftrained 


galbanum eight ounces, turpentine ten drams, fran- 
kincenfe three ounces, Melt the galbanum and the 
turpentine together-over a flow fire; then add the 
frankincenfe in powder; let the common plafter be 
afterwards melted over a very moderate fire, and 
be intimately mixed with the gums. 

This platter is frequently applied to indolent tu- 
mours, difpofing them either to maturation or dif- 
perfion, according to the ftate which the part is moft 
inclined to, | 7 


af 


Detergent Lotion. 


Diffolve one dram of gum myrrh in eight or ten 
ounces of barley. water; then add two ounces an: 
honey of rofes; a fufficient quantity of fpirit of falt 


to render it tolerably acid, may be occafionally added, 
for wafhing the mouth and fauces with. 


Goulard’ s Corate. 


_ Take four ounces of refined wax, anda pound of 
pure olive oil; melt them gently together, and pour 
them into an earthen difh fit for the purpofe: as foon 
as this mixture begins to cool, incorporate the fol- 
lowing quantity of vegeto-mineral water, by little 
and little, with the wax and oil, by means of a, 
wooden fpatula, fo that each quantity of the water 
be perfeétly taken up before more is added; Four: 
ounces of the extract is to compofe fix pounds of the. 
water, ‘The above quantity of oil and wax has been 
made to abforb eight or nine pounds of the water. | 
It has the property of healing ulcers, wounds, 
excoriations, burns, fealds, chilblains, &c. 
_ Avery few drops of the extract, added to two or. 
' three fpoonfuls. of cream, make a neat and effica- 
cious liniment or cerate- for kibes, 8c, f 


Wi bite 
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| White Ointment. 


Take of olive oil four ounces, Spermaceti fix 
drams, white wax one ounce... - } 
_ _ Melt over a gentle fire, and keep brifkly ftirring 
till cold. ~~ | | mr 


Liniment. 


Take of olive oil three’ outices, fpermaceti fix 
drams, white wax two drams. dai 
Melt over a gentle fire, and keep brifkly ftirring 
till cold. : | 


Cerate. f 


Take of olive oil four ounces, fpermaceti half 
an ounce, white wax four ounces. - 

Melt over a gentle fire, and keep brifkly ftirring 
till cold. 


+ 


Kellow Cerate. 


‘Take of the pureft yellow wax and olive oil, of 
each equal parts; melt them together, then pour 
the mixture into a gallipot, and keep ftirring it till 
it grows cold: rather more oil will be neceffary in 
winter. | 

Thefe cerates are of general ufe, fpread upon tow, 
or doubled rag; and are preferable to moft other 
external applications, for ulcers, ab{cefles, wounds, 


&c, 
The Strong Mercurial Ointment, 

Take of pure quickfilver and pork-lard each 
equal parts, rub the quickfilver firft with a very 
{mall portion of goofe-greafe, then rub the whole 

; Gd well 
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well together, till the quickfilver is perfectly mixed 
and extinguifhed. Vide Venereal Ulcer, Lues, 
ézc. for its ufes. 


Camphorated Spirit of Wine. 


Take of camphor two drams; rectified fpirit of - 
wine, four ounces; put them into a phial, cork 1 
clofe, and fet it by for folution. | 


Camphorated Oil. 


Diffolve half an ounce of camphor in two ounces 
of the pureft olive oil.. This and the camphorated 
fpirit, with or without opium diffolved, or the the- 
baic tincture, are ufeful embrocations againft f{paf- 
modic pains. ! | 


Camphorated Vitriolic Water. 


Take of white vitriol half an ounce, camphor 
two drams, boiling water two pints, mix them, and 
after the feces are fubfided, filter the liquor through 
paper. Many an obftinate ulcer has yielded to the 
application of this water properly diluted, and ftrict 
{fpiral bandage. Vide, Ulcers in General. . This 
preparation diluted is alfo a very ufeful opthalmic, 


Lotions for the Eyes. 


Ten grains of white vitriol in two ounces of rofe 
_ water, or, one dram of compound powder of cerufs 
to fix ounces of rofe water; or Goulard’s vegeto- 
mineral water; or, common almond emulfion and 
camphorated mixture of each equal parts 

The firft is adapted to ftrengthening the parts 
after infammation, the fecond and third to. abate 
that fymptom, and the laft is ufeful as a detergent, — 


Tray- 
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¢ raumatic, or Vulnerary Bal Yam. 


Peale O0 hamznin one ounce and an half, ftorax 
one ounce, \balfam of tolu half an ounce, focotrine 
aloes two drams, rectified fpirit of wine one pint: | 
digeft in a bath heat, and let them ftand together 
for fome time, frequently fhaking the bottle; and 
when the gums are diffolved as ‘much as pofiible, 
ftrain off the balfam for ufe. 

This is an elegant improvement of Turlington’s 
~Balfam, and its external ufes are particularly de- 
fcribed under the articles—Wounds and Compli- 
cated Fractures. In the Pharm, Lond. it is named 
Tindct. Benz. Comp. 


INTERNAL REMEDIES, 


GENERALLY RECOMMENDED. - 


Saline or Fever Mixture. 


To two drams of falt of tartar, (kali praparatum) 
add three ounces of lemon juice, and as foon as the 
effervefcence ceafes ten ounces of boiled or diftilled 
water, two or three table fpoonfuls of beft brandy 
or {pirituous cinnamon water, and half an ounce of 
fugar. A {mall tea-cup full of this mixture may be 
_ taken once in three or four hours, It is fometimes 
more efficacious with the addition of a grain or two 
of emetic tartar (tartar. antimon.),to the whole 
quantity. 


| Nitrous 


46, so PRA@YI¢Ar SURGERY. 


Nitrous Fulep or Decottion. © | 
Boll two dtanis of puré nitré powdered, in twelve 
ounces of water, a few niihutes, then pour off the 
liquor, and add to it two ounces of fyrup of lemons, 
or oné ounce of réfined fligar: from two to four 
table fpoonfuls of this may be taken alone, or with 
a cup of thin barley water, every two, three, or 
four hours, _ rae 
Or, from five to tén or more grains of nitre 
fubbed into powder, with equal quantities of gum 
arabic ahd fugaf, may be taken now and then in a 
cup of barley water, to which is fometimes added, 
two or three grains of camphor powdered, or about 
an eighth of a grain of emetic tartar, according to 

the ftate of the fever, or the patient’s ftomach. 


Camphor fulep or Mixture. 


Take of camphor one dram, refined fugar half 
an ounce, boiling water one pint; rub the camphor 
with a few drops of fpirit into powder, afterwards 
with the fugar, then add the water by degrees, fet 
the mixture by to cool in a clofe veffel, and pafs it 
through a ftrainer. The dofe is from two fpoontuls 
to a {mall tea-cupful occafionally, to eafe fpafmodic 
pains inthe ftomach. | | 

‘This julep may be ufed with the nitrous julep, in 
fhe’ proportion of one third, fhould the ftomach 
naufeate the latter. phn | 


Camphor Emulfion. 


Take of camphor one feruple, fugar and gum 
arabic, ofeach’ two drams, or fweet almonds blanched 
four in number, rub them: well together, and gra- - 
dually add of diftilled water fix ounces. — 

This preparation is more efficacious than the 

mixture, 
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mixture. The dofe one or two table fpoonfuls now 
and then. : 


Almond or Common sili om 


Take a fweet almonds blanched one ounce, gum 
arabic half an ounce or more, double refined 
fugar fix drams, barley water two pints; the al-— 
monds and fugar are to be beaten together in a 
marble mortar ; the barley water with the sum dii- 
folved in it, is to be poured upon them by little at- 
a time, and the liquor is to be fqueezed through a 
ftrainer. Its ufe is to dilute and obtund bilious 
and acrimonious humours, taking a cupfulnow and 
then., It is a pleafant vehicle for the nitrous pow- 
der, and may be made a gentle laxative, by adding 
an ounce of manna, and three drams of foluble 
tartar (kali tartarifatum) to about a pint. 


_ Cooling Purge. 


‘Diffolve half an ounce of Glauber’s Rochelle 
falts, (natron vitriolacum aut tartarifatum) and the 
fame quantity of manna, in three ounces of boiling 
water; ftrain off the liquor, and add to it one dram 
of tinct. cardamom, for a dofe. 

The fame quantity of falts may be dimsieed in 
half a pint or more of water, and divided into two 
or three. ddfes, to be taken an hour or two diftant 
from, each other, if neceffary. 


Laxative Mixture. 


Infufion of fenna three ounces, Epfom falts, or, 
cryftals of tartar three drams, tincture of fenna half 
an ounce, mix. Two. large {peonfuls to be taken 
every three or four hours, till it operates; which it — 
generally does with lefs griping than moft of the 
| apanee kind,. 


Common 
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Common Glyfter. 


Yt may be prepared with ten ounces of gruel, de- 
coction of bran, or camomile flowers, adding three 
or four fpoonfuls of fweet oil, and one of coarle 
fugar or honey: if intended to purge, diffolve in it 
half an ounce or more of lenitive electuary, or the 
fame quantity of purging er common falt. 


Dover's Powder. 


‘ : N / > \ 
_ Take of opium and tpecacuanha root powdered, 
each two grains; nitre and tartar of vitriol each 
eight grains: one dofe for an adult, 


Antimonial Wine. 


Take of vitrified antimony rubbed into powder 
one ounce, mountain wine a pint and a half. Di- 
geft for twelve days without heat, now and then 
fhaking it up, and filter through paper. Given 
from ten to fixty drops, it acts as a diaphoretic 
and alterative. Vide F ractures, &c. 


Tpecacuanha Wine. 


Take of ipecacuanha root grofsly powdered one 
ounce, dried orange peel two drams, mountain 
wine a pint. Macerate for eight days then filtre. 

It operates as a fafe vomit from half an ounce to 
an ounce, and is frequently given from twenty to 
thirty drops or more, with or without the thebaic 
ees as a Lp conehigpin 


Thebaic Tinéture or Liquid Laudanum. 


Take of ftrained opium fliced two ounces, cin- 
‘namon and cloves each a dram, mountain wine. on¢ 
pint, 
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pint. Macerate without heat for a week, and then 
- filter the liquor through paper. The dofe may be 
from ten to thirty drops : joined with antimonial or 
ipecacuanha wine, it aéts as an excellent fudorific. 
The chief ufe of the fpices is to render the opiate 
more agreeable to the ftomach. 


Opiate Pill. 


Take of crude opium, and hard foap each one 
grain, and form into a pill for a common dofe, to 
be repeated in an increafed or diminifhed ftate, ac- 
cording to the exigency of the cafe. 


Mucilage of Gum Arabic. 


Take of gum arabic powdered two ounces, warm 
- water four ounces; rub them well together, and prefs 
through linen cloth. 


 Alterative Pill. , 


Takee of calomel from one to two grains, cam- 
phor two or three grains, conferve of hips a fuffi- 
cient quantity. For other mercurial preparations, 
vide Scirrbus, Scrofula, Lues, &c. 


Decoction of the Bark. 


T ake of the Peruvian bark (cinchona) from one 
to two ounces, {pring water a pint and a half; boil 
to a pint in a clofe veffel. From two to three large 
fpoonfuls may be taken'two or three times a day, 
with or without a few drops of elixir of vitriol, as 
a reftorative ; or every two, three or four hours, ac- 
cording to the neceffity of the cafe. 


- 


Sarfaparilla Decoéfion. 
| Take of frfaparila root fliced and brurfed fou, — 


ounces, 
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ounces; boil in a callon of water to half Pe quarts 
tity, them ftraim off the ligour. 


Compound Decoffion gf oe aan 
Take of the farfaparilla root cut and bruifed fixe 


ounces, bark of faffafras root, guaiacum fhavings, 
and liquorice root, of: each an ounce, bark of me- 
zereon root three drams, water ten pints; macerate 
with a gentle heat for fmehours ; then’ boil. down: to 
five pints; near the end adding the mezereon. 
Strain for ufe. | 


~ 


Decoétion of the Woods. _ 


Take of guaiacum fhavings three ounces, raifins 
of. the fun ftoned two: ounces, fafiafras fhavings and 
fliced liquorice root each:an ounce; water one gal 
lon; boil down the water with the ouaiacum and! 
raihad, over a moderate fire, to four pints, and add, 
towards the end, the faffafras and liquorice ; then 
{train off the liquor., af i 


Decoéiton of Mezereon Root. 


Take of the bark of mezereon’ root from a dram 
and a half to two drams, liquorice roots fliced two’ 
drams, water three pints; boil down the liquor. to 
a quart and ftrain. - 

Each of thefe decodtions. may be taken by ieee 
or with a mercurial or antimonial alterative, from, 
one to two pints three timesaday. The fimple far- 
faparilla decoétion agrees beft with hot. bilious con-. 
ftitutions;. the compound, and decoétion of the 
woods, with cold phlegmatic conftitutions ; and me- 
zereon decoction is known to be highly efficacious 
in the cure of venereal phagedenic, ulcers, and to 
have anfwered better than the former after a mer- 
curial courfe, Vide Budo. 


: pa 
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Decoétion of Serpentary. 


Boil half an ounce of fnake-root bruifed in a 
pint of water to twelve ounces, then ftrain off the 
liquor without preffure. This has been of great 
ufe in languid habits, when joined with the bark 
decoétion, in the proportion of one to three parts 
of the latter. 


Diluting Drinks. 


Thefe may be made with pearl or common bar- 
‘ley properly wafhed, rice, whole oatmeal, and bran 
boiled in water; infufion of balm’ or fage flightly 
acidulated with lemon or orange juice,,and fweet- - 
éned or not with fugar or honey ; apple fliced, ripe 
currants, &c. infufed in boiling water; pleafant 
cooling drinks are alfo prepared from the currant and 
rafpberry jam, rob of elder, tanvarinds, &c. Small 
fpirit of vitriol may alfo be ufed to acidulate drinks 
with, 8c. in fevers of the putrefcent or putrid 
_ kind, which may be readily compounded after the 
following recipe. Some phyficians have given pre- 
ference to fpirit of falt (muriatic acid) in fuch cafes, 


Small Spirit of Vitriol. 


Weigh four ounces of water, by troy weight, in 
an open vefiel of glafs or ftone, to which add by 
drops, or in a fine ftream, four drams (troy) of 
{trong fpirit or acid of vitriol. 
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